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Every bride hopes for sunshine on her 
wedding day, especially when the event 
is taking place outside near a spring-fed 
pond at a cottage in Kolapore. 

A beautiful fairytale in the forest. 
When bride Sandy Bourne and groom Martin Jastrzembski awoke 

last August 20th, the sun was shining. Their wedding day had arrived.
“Martin and I spent the entire week checking the weather forecast,” 

Sandy remembers. “We were so relieved to see that it was going to be a 
sunny day on the Saturday, and it started out that way.”

Outside, at the couple’s cottage, the stage was set for a casual, elegant 
affair. Lisa Stuart, of On The Hill Concierge, was on site tending to final 
details after a year of planning.

Paper patio lanterns with long streamers, affixed high in the tall pines, 
swung gently in the breeze, greeting guests as they walked the winding 
path to the wedding venue. 

Sunflowers were everywhere. The bright yellow bloom was the flower 
of the day. “Both Martin and I love the fields of sunflowers that we pass 
every summer on Grey Road 2,” says Sandy. “We knew that sunflowers 
would play a key role in our decorating scheme.”

Black-and-white checkered linens covered the dining tables inside 
the huge white tent. Mason jars filled with freshly-cut sunflowers were 
placed in the centre of each table. Menus on cream stationary described 
the locally-sourced meal that everyone would enjoy after the ceremony.

Out back in the food tent, chef Shawn Adler and his staff were 
happily cooking up a storm. Guests would have a choice of four mains – 
beef, Kolapore trout, chicken or vegetarian. Georgian Hills Vineyards 
ice wine would accompany dessert, which included a choice of eight 
beautifully decorated cakes by Heath Needles of Nottawa.

A red canoe, filled with ice, soft drinks and cold beer, sat next to the 
fully stocked beverage bar. The beer in the canoe included a favourite 
brand from Martin’s birthplace, The Czech Republic. 

LEFT: Chef Shawn Adler and his staff 
prepared a local menu that included 
trout from nearby Kolapore Springs. 
OPPOSITE, CLOCKWISE FROM TOP 
LEFT: (1) A lovely sitting area near the 
pond at Sandy and Martin’s cottage. (2) 
The tent is decorated with sunflowers and 
black and white checkered tablecloths. 
(3) Flags representing Canada and The 
Czech Republic are part of the décor. (4) 
Champagne is served to toast the bride  
and groom. (5) A bucket of fresh sunflowers. 
(6) Beautiful locally crafted nesting houses 
grace the landscape. (7) Flags and flowers  
at the bar. (8) Lanterns are for guests to 
take home. (9) The wedding invitation.

Continued on page 86
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 People arrived from far and wide to celebrate the nuptials. 
Martin was reunited with his family from The Czech Republic. “He 

hadn’t seen them in over a decade,” says Sandy. “My niece travelled from 
Australia with a three-year-old and a six-month-old and the mom of a 
very close friend also came from Australia. Lots of friends came from all 
over Canada and the United States.”

They were all together in the forest, at Sandy and Martin’s cottage, to 
celebrate their wedding. 

Sandy and Martin lead very busy lives in the city. She’s a bank executive 
and he’s a talented builder who owns Czech-Mate Renovations. 
Together they bought this six-acre property in Kolapore almost six years 
ago. It was love at first sight.   

“The cottage at Kolapore is our sanctuary,” Sandy says. “It is our escape 
from the city and the most beautiful, restful place we know. There was 
absolutely no debate around the location of our wedding; we knew that 
we wanted it to be around the cottage. All of my family have places in the 
area. This is where all of our family celebrations take place!”

Martin completed renovations inside their home just in time for the 
wedding. Outside, the bridge over to the island in the middle of the pond 
was to be Sandy’s aisle. It was their dream to walk over the bridge they 
made themselves and exchange vows on the island.

CLOCKWISE FROM TOP LEFT: (1) Sandy’s brother Bob Bourne and her sister 
Kathy Goodman walk her down the isle. (2) Sandy waves to the guests as she 
meets Martin on the bridge to the island. (3) Sandy and Martin, thrilled that 
the rain has stopped, exchange vows on the island in the pond. (4) Champagne 
awaits. (5) Guests gather for the ceremony.

Continued on page 88
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“I got dressed at my sister’s place and I have to admit that I was a little 
dismayed when I saw the black clouds coming towards us from the bay,” 
Sandy says.

The clouds opened up and it began to rain. Many of the guests had 
already arrived. 

Lisa Stuart had already begun to implement Plan B – moving the 
ceremony inside the big white tent. 

“The weather is the one thing I can’t control,” says Stuart. “For Sandy 
and Martin, the ceremony was the most important part of their day. ”

While the tent was being prepared for the ceremony, something 
wonderful happened. The rain stopped. The sun started peeking through 
the clouds. 

“I will always remember the cheer that came from the tent when 
everyone was told that we were going to be able to get married on the 
island,” Sandy says. 

Their ceremony went exactly as planned. It was authentic and beautiful.
After the “I dos,” champagne flowed and delicious hors d’oeuvres 

were served as photographer John Knox gathered everyone for a  
group photo.

LEFT: Sandy celebrates with family and friends.
BELOW: Each guest received a lantern to light their way home. 
BELOW MIDDLE: Sandy’s nephew Alex Goodman, a trained 
jazz guitarist, performs at the wedding. BOTTOM: Staff from 
On The Hill Concierge serve drinks and hors d’oeuvres.

OPPOSITE TOP: Newlyweds 
Sandy and Martin. OPPOSITE 
BOTTOM: Guests gather after 
the wedding for champagne 
and hors d’oeuvres. ABOVE: 
Cakes by Heath Needles are 
displayed on an old door 
inside the tent.

Continued on page 90
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And then, it began to rain again. It began to pour. But by then everyone 
was warm and dry inside the tent – a basket of umbrellas on standby for 
those who needed to come and go. Lemon Pepper Pickerel, a band from 
Collingwood, provided the evening’s entertainment.

 “It was quite romantic to be in this wonderful tent and hearing the 
rain outside,” Sandy says. “In some respects the rain just made the whole 
day that much more relaxed. We couldn’t do anything about it, we just 
had to go with it.”  OH

Lisa Stuart of On The Hill Concierge is a very 

busy lady. She’s planning milestone birthday 

parties, engagement soirées and lots of custom 

venue-based weddings.

Stuart started her business about four years ago 

after moving to the family farm full-time. The majority 

of her early work was catering to weekenders, 

delivering everything they needed for their short stay 

– sourcing food and other goods from local suppliers. 

“Before we moved here, I remember coming up 

for the weekend and not wanting to go and shop,” 

she says. “We were skiers, like everybody else, and 

we wanted to come up, do our fun stuff and then 

go home.” 

Stuart grew up skiing here in Southern Georgian 

Bay. Her father worked as a Ski Patroller at the 

Toronto Ski Club and she remembers his ski patches. 

Those patches inspired the logo for her business. 

Stuart also credits her girlfriend for helping her 

name the company. “She said ‘Lisa, whatever you 

do you have to call it On The Hill because that’s what 

you’re saying all the time,’” she recalls. 

On The Hill Concierge was born.

Event planning is now a major focus of her 

business. Sarah McNulty Comrie has joined the team 

full-time. “Sarah is such a creative talent and does 

incredible work transforming venues,” Stuart says. 

Bride Sandy Bourne says Stuart helped make 

her wedding a huge success. 

“Lisa did a great job and helped us source many 

of the local suppliers,” Sandy says. “She and her 

team were also very creative and did a wonderful 

job bringing our casual but elegant theme to life. 

The decorating was wonderful, inside the tent and 

around the property.”

 

LISA STUART’S TOP FIVE  
EVENT PLANNING TIPS

1. Pick a theme or style for your special 

event and stick with it.

2. Do as much in advance as possible and 

send a “save the date” out early by email.

3. Don’t be afraid to get help. Ask friends, 

hire a party planner, get a caterer, rent 

what you need.

4. Have live music if you can. Hire a local 

band; there is so much local talent.

5. Make sure that you have fun!

ABOVE: Guests gather 
in the tent for dinner. 
RIGHT: Lisa Stuart of 
On The Hill Concierge.
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