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Gorgeous greenery frames this F i
renovated church home's 150-year- '
old front door with low-maintenance
perennials and gagden‘glopes™ o _';_4
that magically réflect the light. . = fae O
OPPOSITE, TOP EEFT: What was -~
..oncé the church élt'ar is now b‘é'rf‘h' E
ofithe Green's kitchen and dining ™. 'J
area. The homeowners replace'a*‘the £
trggile antique window panes ds - b
birds flew into their splendid 12+feot
tallYothic windows. TOP RIGHT: *5 45
Luna, the dog, keepsa waﬁful eye
on‘fiomeowners Rhonda and Doug -
Green as they relaxin the shade o
under one of 80, varieties of trees < .
- gl e N i
¢ si'they-planted'on their property. = AT T
BOTTOM: Rhonda and Doug Gré_. £, =%
are the owners of Greentree*Gargens . ' -
and Emporium in Collingwood, where
Rhonda manages the-store and Doug
runs the greenhouses.
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If the mint condition 1985 motor home

parked out back is any indication,
Rhonda and Doug Green have a great
| prs ¥ sense of humour on top of their sense of
- e " 4 Y £ preservation. The RV has obviously been
PR =L B SANOYACKAY ; S as lovingly maintained as their 150-year-
LR ' S old Heathcote home.

Celebrating a century-and-a-half of history, the Greens live in the
community’s former St. Augustine Anglican church. The church appears
much as it did in the 19th century, when Heathcote was on a bustling Grey
County trade route and the village supported six churches.

Decommissioned in 1957 and converted to hving quarters in the 1960s,
Rhonda, Doug and their two daughters moved into the 1,400 s ft. church
when it came up for sale in 1990. Doug had had his eye on the building
since he was a boy. A true Heathcote native, Doug was born and raised in
the scenic village in the Beaver River Valley.  continued on page 9
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He remembers visiting the church when the generous owner would
open it to the locals as a kind of community centre. “All the village kids
used to sleep in there in the summer,” recalls Doug. The owner had a small
living space at the back of the church, and the whole front was open,
minus the pews. “As many as 15 of us would be in here. The moon through
the windows at night was phenomenal,” he says.

Doug’s grandfather owned the property behind the church, where
there was a small orchard. “I didt know this would come back to haunt
me, but we would play in the orchard and throw apples at the church
windows,” says Doug. “The owner didi't fix the broken windowpanes; she
just covered the holes with little strips of plywood. So when we bought
the place, we ended up fixing each of those broken windowpanes.”

With 735 individual panes in the church, set in eight pairs of 12-foot
tall, gothic-peaked windows, maintaining them is indeed a major
undertaking. While the Greens have replaced the broken panes, all the
gorgeous original pine casings have been left intact. “They were solidly
made,” says Doug.
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LEFT: A view through the living area

to the back of the home. Rhonda's
wonderful sense of style and flair for
design is apparent throughout the entire
living space. BELOW: A priceless portrait
of Doug the gardener at four years of
age hangs over one of Rhonda's many
collections - stacked steamer trunks for
additional storage space. BOTTOM: The
church's original hemlock floors were
restored throughout the Greens' abode.
The stairs lead to an upstairs loft and
office space.

The 1863 building is heated with one wood stove in the centre and
another one at the back; the Greens have made their peace with the
building’s winter drafts. Doug does forestry management work in the
winter months and the couple love the home’s cosy fires. Rhonda’s father
built the stone mantel in the living room with Wiarton ledge rock.

“There is areal tranquility in the church,” says Rhonda. “It’s peaceful and
beautiful and comfortable.” The couple renovated before moving in, adding
three bedrooms and a loft at the front, a large bathroom in the mid-space,
and a kitchen and dining area at the rear - in the churclrs original altar.

The plaster on the inside of the exterior walls is original, as are the ceiling
and front vestibule door, complete with original skeleton key. The hemlock
floors, likely logged and milled locally out of a nearby grove, were taken up to
reinforce the floor joists, but the hardwood was all carefully re-laid and restored
to a deep brown lustre. Outside, the roof was replaced with steel in the early
2000s by Hy-Grade Steel Roofing Sytems in Guelph.  continued on page 100

RIGHT: This intimate dining area features benches from the Meaford Factory
Outlet. Check out the classic “fragile” lamp from A Christmas Story that Rhonda
ordered online. BELOW: Come and sit awhile. Comfort beckons in the tranquil Zen-
like atmosphere of this renovated church. Flower arrangements are compliments
of Paperwhite Flowers. BOTTOM RIGHT: Cheers! Rhonda and Doug just celebrated
their 30-year wedding anniversary. On the woodstove is Rhonda's collection of blue
Depression-era glass.
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Most of the interior, open-concept space is painted a rich, dark green.
Interior walls were all constructed to be independent of the structure, so
they can be taken down without harming the church.

Today the Greens’ home is more than a just a piece of local history, it is
a showcase for Rhonda’s artwork and collectors items, as well as for her
favourite furnishings sourced through her décor shop. The Greens are the
owner-operators of Greentree Gardens and Emporium, anursery and
décor store located west of Collingwood on Highway 26. Doug manages
the nursery and Rhonda the emporium.

Rhondas eclectic aesthetic has introduced such delights to the home
as a black sparkled cow trophy, a trio of stacked steamer trunks for extra
storage space, many gorgeous mirrors to help bounce light and energy into
the dark interior, a collection of jewelry from the 1920s, and lovely interior
wood doors reclaimed from a local demolition company.

Portraits of the couple also adorn the home — Rhonda’s was painted at
the beautiful age of 18 wearing a leather fringe 1970s necklace, and Doug’s
adorable blown-up photo shows him at the age of four in overalls in the
garden, complete with bucket and hoe.  continued on page 102
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FAR LEFT: A view from
the front foyer into

the home. As Rhonda
says, “the first time |
walked into this church,
the vibe was right.” It's
an incredibly serene
and calm living space.
TOP LEFT: The door

to Rhonda's office
features the letter R.
The enchanting view
out the front window,
through lush climbing
hydrangeas, makes it a
great space to sit and
work on the computer
or daydream. BOTTOM
LEFT: Rhonda has an
eye for the unusual,
often they're great
flea-market finds.
BELOW: The spa-like
bathroom is laden with
treasures and an array
of unique accessories,
some sourced through
Rhonda's store.
OPPOSITE: Rhonda is
a true collector. From
flamingoes and vintage
jewelry to glassware and
belts... from red polka
dot Fire King bowls and
Fiesta Ware collections,
to vintage Parisian opera
glasses, and McCoy
pottery pots from the
40s and 50s.
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He beat my
Mom
100 times.

DID YOU
KNOW?

fMeghan and Andrew are
cleaning vp Downtown,

Downtown Collingwood's
Blve Mountain Vacuum
is the only

independent vacoum

store between
Owen Sound and
Barrie. AMleghan

Doug’s love of nature and plants clearly goes back a long way, perhaps g el = . " WL S h e on |y g Ot

also inspired by the church’s previous owner who planted extensive
gardens with medicinal herbs and berries in the churchyard. “It was a
spiritual place,” recalls Doug. “She taught a lot of us how to garden. She
knew about medicinal herbs, berries, composting, making manure tea and
doing things to enrich the soil, and she taught us how to encourage bees
by leaving out a kind of carrot juice. She was really ahead of her time.”
Today, the property grounds extend over an acre, and with the couple’s
peak working season in the nursery being the spring and summer, they have
chosen to put in stunning perennials and trees to keep their yard at home
low maintenance. “We've put in over 80 varieties of trees here,” says Rhonda.
“We do some experimenting in our yard to see whether a certain species can
survive in this climate zone.” She points to one of their experiments: a trio of
Redbud trees that are native to Georgia, which are absolutely thriving with
gorgeous heart-shaped leaves that turn yellow in the fall. = ontinued on page 106

TOP LEFT: A fleur-de-lis
hangs in the gothic
window in the vestibule
of the Green's home.
ABOVE: Hostas and a
variety of perennials
line the walkway to the
front door of the church.

flowers

SAFETY
SUPPORT
COUNSELLING

24 Hour Crisis Line

1.800.265.2511

and Andrew sell,

rent, and install

all types of

vacvoums, from
residential to
commercial to central
vac. They also repair
almost all brands.

AEGHAN AND

ANDREW’S DOWNTOWN

SURMMER CHECKLIST: &=

[ fill prescriptions at
Stuart Ellis LD.A.

[ Eat at pretty moch all
the restavrants for
birthdays, anniversaries,
or anytime: Duncan’s, Cateé

S

:oEEeT aogr;?:jr:;";/ht:glt 705.444.2511 Chartrevse, Stuffed Peasant,
;’“5 Saclredds_mta” space TTY: 705.444.5266 Tesoro, Huron Club, etc.
place to read 2 book on a Admin: 705.444.2586
summer afternoon. myfriendshouse@myfriendshouse.ca 4 Shop at Awear, Cora’s, etc.
Box 374, Collingwood, Ontario L9Y 3Z7 DID YOU KNOW that a thriving downtown core is the Key
. d h to a culturally and economically thriving community?
www.myfriendshouse.ca Get to know Collingwood Downtown better.

collingwooddowntown.com
FacebooK.com/ collingwooddowntown

Give Hope Co lli.g.o od
downtown
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CORINTHIAN
Kitchen & Bath Studio

No obligation quotes ¢ Professional design services
Full kitchen and bath renovation services
Granite, Quartz and Laminate counters
Dining furniture e Linens ¢ Home décor and accessories

Visit our showroom. i
99 King St. E., Kings Court Malll, ’
519-599-2800

Thornbury
1-877-349-2800

www.corinthiankitchens.com

It's not hard to
daydream and get
carried away by
your imagination
in this quaint
little, delightfully
decorated cottage.

Fl\ ISHING TOUCH CENTRE
Thornbury, Ontario

'  our communit:
at a time” "\

HARDWOOD . NATURAL STONE . GRANITE . FRAMELESS GLASS

&

B T N T T T rem————
King’s Court, Thornbury . www.floorcrafters.ca . 519.599.5055

With a passion for craftsmanship, design and
installation to the very last blade of grass
e 5-year guarantee on all hardscapes

HANDCRAFTED
SOLID wooDp

WROXETER SHOWROOM
R.R.2 - 43195 Amberly Rd.
TEL: 519-335-3228
HOURS:

Mon - Thurs 8:00am to 5:00pm
Fri 8:00am to 9:00pm
Sat & Sun 10:00am to 4:00pm

HANOVER SHOWROOM
805 - 10th Street
TEL: 519-506-3228
HOURS:
Mon- Thurs 9:30am to 5:30pm
Fri 9:30am to 8:00pm
Sat & Sun 10:00am to 4:00pm



Doug and Rhonda plan to stay in their home for the long term
because of the serenity of their church home and the lovely community
that surrounds them. Doug jokes, “There was never a cemetery here, so I
car't be buried here, but I figure I can get my ashes spread at the church
cemetery across the road. I don't ever plan on leaving.”

Rhonda plans to update the 150-year-old church by expanding
the master bedroom and enhancing the kitchen. “We’re considering
opening up the ceiling even higher; there’s another eight feet of space
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above the existing ceiling,” she notes. “Whatever we do, it will be
functional, but won't take away from the beauty and character of
the church.”

Perhaps, too, in their later years, the couple will also have a chance to
spend more summers camping in their retro RV. Rhonda shines as she shows
off the RV’s glamorous interior, complete with lush cushions and beaded
curtains. They've respected the character of the cockpit by keeping its
original peach velour. ou

ABOVE: Picture perfect.
Two bicycles sit parked
outside the garden shed

- yet another delightful
small space. LEFT: Rhonda
and Doug love hitting the
open road in the vintage
1985 RV they purchased
for a mere $2,500.

(/9"0//& those who Wd thea lives lrytng to avodd .

T I" rI

Furniture to match your look and needs.
Let us design and build for your home.
e T

Country Charm

|r Mennonite Fumiture
= =
17 George St, Caledon 519-927-1789
Hwy 6 & 10, Owen Sound 519-376-4434
www.ccharm.com

Bedrooms Buffets & Hutches Chairs & Rockers Tables Home Office

Shoreline
Dredging

Terms

Trucking & Excavating Ltd.

Excavating * Earthmoving * Grading * Basements * Ponds * Trenching
Septic Systems (all types) « Ecoflo® and Waterloo Bio-Filter Systems
Consulting & Designing * Top Soil, Sand & Gravel * Shoreline Dredging

(705) 4453706 FerrisTrucking.ca

-,
i ‘

BROPHY’S BEACH — Spectacular panoramic
western views & sunsets with southern
views of the ski hills from one of the best &
most unique waterfront locations on southern
Georgian Bay. Majestic custom 5 bdrm., 3
bath design home (South Carolina inspired)
with 2 levels of covered verandas to enjoy the
tranquility of private outdoor dining & living.
Great Room with pine cathedral ceiling, walls
& flooring plus large fireplace. Double car
garage. $1,468,000. MLS®#20132965

THE WOODLANDS — The Woodlands condo
~  brings new meaning to living space both inside
& outside. The Birch Model boasts 2343 sq. ft.
including 5 bedrooms, 4 baths, 2 of which
have ensuites, a main floor master suite &
living rooms that are extended by almost
600 sq. ft. Outdoor terrace for entertaining or
relaxing in the hot tub. This property captures
the sunshine & the views of Craigleith &Alpine
Ski Hills. $639,000. MLS®#20133009

F BT

Harry J. Dolan
Broker
Direct 705-446-8100

Todd Brooker

Sales Person
Direct 705-888-1818

®
67 First St., Collingwood
- 47 Bruce St., Thornbury

four seasons realty limited, Brokerage

BUY DIRECT FROM THE SAWMILL!

i mm N\ =
B ALL DECKING MATERIALS

B BOARD & BATTEN M POST & BEAM
Il WHITE PINE FLOORING M T&G SIDING

High Quality: White Pine, Red Pine, Cedar, Hemlock
1" Boards - 2" Dimension; 4" and 6" Squares

CALL FOR QUOTE
MOGGIE VALLEY TIMBER INC,

RR#1 Holland Centre, ON
519:794=0018

www.moggievalleytimber.com

Mon - Thurs - 7:30am to 5:30pm
Friday - 7:30am to 12:30pm




