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Grandview Homes has a long history of providing quality homes 
since the 1990’s to families in the Collingwood, Innis� l and Barrie 
area. Known for customer service and a commitment to providing 
excellent value, Grandview Homes has a solid reputation as a 
quality builder. All homes come with 9’ ceiling packages, oak 
staircase, choice of 3 exterior � nishes and other great amenities... 
all standard. Prices start in the $250’s.

by  Gr an dv i e w  Hom e s

Announcing the Grand opening of Phase III in the Mountaincro�  
community with a great selection of 83 crescent lots featuring all fully 
detached cra� sman inspired homes, several backing onto greenspace.

For more information, call toll-free 1-866-775-0333 or visit www.grandviewhomescollingwood.com 
In person, come see us on the corner of Poplar Sideroad and Clark just east of High St., Collingwood.

Upgrade.. . to a Higher Standard

PHASE 3 NOW SELLING!



Brad Williams
Broker

705.444.4646 DIRECT

www.bradwilliamsrealtor.com
brad@bradwilliamsrealtor.com

Lifetime Achievement Award

ALPINE HILLS  Luxurious mountain chalet. 3850 sq. ft. Architecturally 
designed. Loaded with character. 4 bedroom, 3½ baths, wood burning fire-
place, upgraded fixtures, reclaimed wood floors. Double garage with inside 
entry on treed lot with extensive landscaping.  Winter view of Georgian Bay 
& ski hills. Close to Craigleith & Alpine ski clubs & Intrawest village. Walk to 
Northwinds Beach.  $1,450,000.  MLS®# 20125952

PRETTY RIVER ESTATES  Customized, open concept 4 bdrm., 3 1/2 
bath home with cathedral ceilings in living room & a floor to ceiling 
stone fireplace with 8 ft. high French doors on eith side.  Fully finished, 
walkout lower level that has a large Bonus room, 2 bdrms., 3 pc bath.  
Large 17 ft. x 18 ft. deck.  Premium location backing on to a green belt 
& walking trails.  $549,500.  MLS®#20130088

SIERRA WOODLANDS.  Fabulous end unit. 3 bedroom, 3 bath town 
home back onto a protected green space, very private. Vaulted ceilings 
and a stone faced gas fireplace. Hardwood floors, granite counters & 
a custom kitchen. Huge deck off the living room. Oversized double car 
garage with an inside entry below. Just minutes to the Alpine Ski Club 
& a short walk to the Craigleith Ski Club.  $495,000.  MLS®#20124653

BASE OF BLUE MOUNTAIN  This chalet is a short walk to the Inn & the 
Village @ Intrawest where you will find some of the areas best dining, 
shopping, skiing & golfing. Once inside this spacious bungalow with 
a gorgeous stone exterior you will find 4 bdrms., 2 baths, separate 
family room, cathedral ceilings, gas fireplace in the living room. Large 
updated kitchen.  $495,000.  MLS®#20126546 

UNIQUE & PRIVATE RETREAT. Custom built 2500 sq. ft. 3 bed-
room, 3 bath chalet on 16 acres on the Niagara Escarpment. For-
est setting overlooking Georgian Bay backing on to 900 acres of 
green space. Close to all amenities. Groomed trails leading to the 
slopes of Georgian Peaks Ski Club. Open concept main level with 
maple floors, floor to ceiling windows & large custom cherry kitchen.   
$1,450,000.  MLS®#20125911

PRETTY RIVER  28 acre private estate has the Pretty River crossing the 
entire property. Custom built 3600 sq. ft. 3 bedroom, 2 1/2 bath home 
features cathedral ceilings & a floor to ceiling stone gas fireplace. Open 
concept kitchen/dining area with lots of windows.  Magnificent retreat 
located 10 minutes from the Devil’s Glen Ski Club & 5 minutes to Osler 
bluff Ski Club.  NOW $1,295,000..  MLS®#20124890 

GEORGIAN BAY CLUB  Custom build 6 bdrm., 3 1/2 bath chalet 
by Patrick Coulter & Associates. 4000 sq. ft. of living space, soar-
ing vaulted ceilings in the Great Room w/stone faced wood burning 
fireplace & 3/4” Hickory wood floors. Main floor master suite w/ gas 
fireplace. Stunning kitchen with quartz counters. Finished lower level 
w / large family room.  $1,495,000. MLS®#20126066

SILVER GLEN PRESERVE  Immaculate end unit in Silver glen Pre-
serve with 3 bedrooms, 2 1/2 bath. Upgraded kitchen with stainless 
steel appliances & a breakfast nook. Open concept dining / living 
area, hardwood floors & a gas fireplace. Bright fully finished base-
ment with a 3 pc bath.  Attached single car garage with inside entry.  
No HST!!  $274,900.  MLS®#20121014  

COLLINGWOODLANDS  5 bdrms., 3 1/2 bath French country home is lo-
cated on 3 private acres. Spacious open concept floor plan is fabulours 
for entertaining. Great Rm. has soaring cathedral ceilings with exposed 
wood beams along with a limestone faced wood burning fireplace.  Main 
level features custom wide planked Larchwood floors from Germany. 
Custom kitchen with heated Caribbean limestone tile floors.  $1,495,000. 
MLS®#20125578

PEAKS BAY  IRegistered waterfront development across from Geor-
gian Peaks Ski club with great vistas of Georgian Bay & the Escarp-
ment.  LOT RANGE FROM $195,000. TO $375,000

SILVER GLEN PRESERVE  Brand new end unit backing onto a well treed 
green space beside a parkette 2 + 1 bedroom townhouse unit with 2 en-
suite bathroom. Finished lower level  with 3 pc bath, walkout to spacious 
deck. Open concept on main level. Single car garage with inside entry. 
$325,000.  MLS®#20124219

PRIME HIGH TRAFFIC LOCATION  First Street location.  Well main-
tained plaza.  4255 sq. ft. available in the Rogers plaza.  Great spot 
for sales / service, restaurant or retail.  Busy location with lots 
of parking.  Will divide to suit from 1279 to 4255 sq. ft. available   
$17/ SQ. FT. MLS®#20125282

RemaxWiliams_Ski13.indd   1 13-01-18   4:41 PM



27 Beaver Street

Come for a weekend... S†ay for a lifetime.

CHESTNUT PARK REAL ESTATE 
LIMITED, BROKERAGE
393 First Street, Suite 100, 
Collingwood, ON  L9Y 1B3
www.chestnutpark.com
705.445.5454

Condos starting from

$153,900

www.themoviegals.com Real estate in action!

Models Open: 
Saturday, Sunday 
12:00 am – 4:00 pm 
or by appointment.

Available immediately 1 & 2 bedrooms and 2 bedrooms plus den.
Suites come with 5 appliances, 9’ ceilings, ICF (Insulated Concrete
Forms) construction, underground parking with storage room.
Amenities include Swimming Pool, Tennis Court and Club House.

HST included in price
All suites are priced at $157.00 per sq.ft.
Don’t miss out on this amazing opportunity!

Suite Sq.ft. Price
101 1,406 $220,615
102 981 $153,900
103 981 $153,900
104 1,406 $220,615
105 1,268 $198,962
106 1,275 $200,060
107 1,319 $206,964
108 1,406  $220,615
201 1,437  $225,480
202 1,411  $221,400
203 1,411 $221,400
204 1,437  $225,480
205 1,437   $225,480
206 1,267 $198,805
207 1,383 $217,007
208 1,437   $225,480
301 1,436   $225,322
302 1,411  $221,400
303 1,411  $221,400
304 1,436   $225,322
SOLD 305 1,548   $242,897
306 1,268 $198,962
307 1,358  $213,084
SOLD 308 1,550   $243,900

JUST LAUNCHED 
NEW PRICING!

Barb Thompson 
& Anita Lauer

SALES REPRESENTATIVES

Spread5-version2:Layout 1  1/8/13  12:03 PM  Page 1

Simply Exquisite – 3100 sq.ft, panoramic
view of Bay, 8 acres, pond, neighbouring
miles of trails, min. to Osler. $1,650,000

Mulmur Privacy – Custom timberframe, 
64 acres, 4 bdrm, wine cellar, screen porch,
geothermal, gym, tennis court. $1,495,000

1860 Farmhouse – Recently renovated 3
bdrm, 2.5 bath, 48 acres, spacious rooms,
original features, bank barn. $1,150,000

Markdale – 2400 sq.ft. bungalow on 10
acres, 3 bdrm, den, 3 1/2 bath, fireplace, 
cathedral ceilings, 2 family rooms. $379,000

Christie Beach – Recently updated 4 bdrm,
2 bath, 2 acres, hardwood floors, steps 
to Georgian Trail and beach! $239,000

Views of Georgian Bay – 4 Bdrm, 2966
sq.ft, walk out, triple garage. Cathedral 
ceilings, pool, 15 acres. $490,000

Far Hills NEW 1 Bedroom – 981 sq.ft, 
9’ ceilings, spacious patio, indoor parking, 
storage, pool & tennis. $153,900

Far Hills #14 – 3 Bdrm, 21/2 bath, 1850 sq.ft, 
granite, hardwood floors, 9’ ceilings, ss ap-
pliances, mudroom, pool/tennis. $324,900

Far Hills NEW 2 Bedroom – 1268 sq.ft, 
9’ ceilings, spacious patio, indoor parking, 
storage, ICF, pool & tennis. $198,962

We‘re not 
number 1

YOU ARE!
Making you #1 has proven successful:

2009 Chestnut Park Director’s Award
2010 Chestnut Park President’s Award
2011 Chestnut Park Chairman’s Award  

FEATURED ATTRACTIONS

FAR HILLS

COMING SOON!

Nipissing Ridge Craftsman – 3100 sq.ft, 
6 bdrm, 31/2 bath, main floor master, excep-
tional finishings, ravine, views to Craigleith.

Osler Modern Mountain – Under construction,
4300 sq.ft, 5 bdrm, 41/2 bath, superior finish-
ings & layout, huge Bay views, privacy.

www.themoviegals.com
www.chestnutpark.com

Spread5-version2:Layout 1  1/7/13  2:49 PM  Page 2



four seasons realty limited, Brokerage
67 First Street, Collingwood

705.444.3853

SNOWBRIDGE
Beautifully designed custom built chalet.  
3,700 sq. ft. 5 bed, 3 ½ baths and fully 
finished lower level. Open concept main 
level with stone f/p and cathedral ceiling. 

MLS® #20126059  $779,000

THORNBURY
Stunning 3,700+ sq.ft. custom bungalow. 
Open concept main level living area with 
10’ ceilings, large kitchen, main floor 
master & fully finished lower level.

MLS® #20126022  $849,000

PREMIER CHALET AT BLUE
Custom built 4,000 sq.ft. 4 bed chalet 
across from South Base. Views from all 
rooms. Open concept living/dining/ 
kitchen. 5 min walk to Intrawest Village. 

MLS® #20124882  $899,000

HISTORIC SNOWBRIDGE
Great mountain views! 3,600 sq.ft. of 
finished living space, including fully 
finished lower level. 5 bed, 3 ½ baths, 
main floor master. Quick possession.

MLS® #20126464   $799,000

25+ ACRE RETREAT
Unique & special property in the heart 
of nature.  Existing 2 bed, 1 bath chalet 
& single car garage.  Minutes to Osler 
Ski Club and base of Blue Mountain.

MLS® #20124765  $449,000

BROOKER BLVD
Attractive chalet walking distance to 
Village at Blue. 3 bed, 2 baths, open living/ 
dining area with gas fireplace. Upgraded 
kitchen & fully finished lower level.

MLS® #20125470  $529,000

INCREDIBLE LOCATION
Walk out the door and put on your skis!  
Bright & spacious 5 bed chalet located 
on private, treed lot at base of Blue.  
Walking distance to Village at Blue. 

MLS®#20125082  $779,000 

BASE OF BLUE
Log chalet within walking distance of 
Blue Mountain Inn & the North Chair. 5 
bedrooms, 4 bathrooms, large sun deck, 
attached garage with inside entry.  

MLS® #20130005  $649,000

NIPISSING RIDGE
Warm & welcoming 4 bed, 4 bath 
chalet. Large open concept living area.  
Master suite with fireplace, sitting area 
& balcony, fully finished lower level. 

MLS® #20125704 $895,000

WALK TO SKI HILLS
New chalet built to an extremely high 
standard. Bright & airy with views to 
the Mountain. Beautiful detailed stone 
& tile work throughout.

MLS® #20125215  $995,000

TUSCANY IN RAVENNA
Unique stone ”farmhouse” on 11.78  
rolling acres with a river running through 
it. 6,400 + sq. ft. home with 4 bedrooms, 4 
½ baths & fully finished lower level. 

MLS® #20125412  $1,784,484

EXQUISITE LOG CHALET
5300+ sq. foot 6 bedroom, 4 bath chalet 
located just steps from Craigleith Ski 
Club.  Stunning interior with many 
unique features.

MLS® #20126208  $1,649,000

BASE OF BLUE
Custom 6 bed chalet at the south 
end of Blue Mountain. 25 x 25’ great 
room, incredible kitchen, main floor 
master, fully finished lower level. 

MLS® #20123637 $1,199,000

SNOWBRIDGE
Custom built 6,000+ sq. ft. post & beam 
chalet with 5 bed & 5 baths. Views of 
Blue Mountain ski hills & Monterra golf 
course. 

MLS® #20122295  $1,249,000

SUMMIT VIEW ESTATES
5 bedroom 3 ½ bath chalet short 
distance to Georgian Peaks.  Fieldstone 
w/b fireplace, timber frame wood beams 
and hardwood floors.     

MLS®#20125333  $699,000

SUNSET POINT
Spectacular custom built 4,400+ sq. 
ft. home with 5 bedrooms & 3 ½ 
baths. 2nd floor loft library, master 
suite with fireplace. Views of Bay. 

MLS®#20126455  $1,295,000

NEW PRICE

Doug Gillis
Broker Direct: 705.444.3853 | doug@douggillis.ca

www.douggillis.ca
RE/MAX Top 100 
Nationwide 2011

UNDER NEW OWNERSHIP: John Mealey | Diane Scott | Dave Patterson

Cedarport_SGB_SKI13.indd   1 13-01-10   4:21 PM



BTMB u i l d i n g  o r  r e n o v a t i n g  y o u r  h o m e ?  O u r  t e a m  o f  e x p e r t s 
a r e  h e r e  t o  h e l p  m a k e  i t  e a s i e r  t h a n  e v e r  t o  a s s i s t  y o u 

i n  y o u r  s e l e c t i o n  o f  t r i m / d o o r s / s t a i r s / r a i l i n g s .
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BTM BARRIE TRIM &
MOULDINGS INC.

SPECIALIZING IN CUSTOM TRIM, DOORS & STAIRS SINCE 1985 | SUPPLY & INSTALL

BarrieTrim full page HW12.indd   1 12-10-17   9:00 AM

DESIGN/BUILD LANDSCAPE CONSTRUCTION            
john@rocksolidlandscapes.ca

519.379.1772 
rocksolidlandscapes.ca

Not just a back yard...

Rocksolid_fall12.indd   1 12-08-22   11:43 AM



The Blue Water Pro Team Group

Water Pro Team specializes  in water, �re and wind damage.
The property restoration Specialist.

2
5

OWEN SOUND
318610 GREY RD 1, R.R. 

OWEN SOUND, ON. N4K 5N
PHONE: 519-372-2206

COLLINGWOOD
100 MOUNTAIN RD., UNIT #1
COLLINGWOOD, ON L9Y 3Z8

PHONE: 705-444-0409www.bluewaterproteam.ca

CARPET AND DUCT CLEANING
MOULD REMEDIATION/AIR QUALITY 

TESTING AND ASBESTOS ABATEMENT

WATER DAMAGE SPECIALIST SODA BLASTING-STRUCTURE, 
AUTO, WATERCRAFTS

BEFORE

AFTER

An exclusive 
enclave of 

1 and 2 acre 
estate lots 

Choose your Lot
Choose your Builder

Build your Dream

The Edge Model By Stone Custom Homes  
FOR SALE - Approx. 4,569 s.f. 5 bdrms. Immediate Occupancy

The Breckenridge Model By Stone Custom Homes
                                             FOR SALE - Approx. 3,810 s.f. 4 bdrms. Immediate Occupancy

Models & Sales Center Now Open
Visit us at 9 Meadowlark Way (corner of Osler Bluff Road and 6th. Side Road)
Nestled at the foot of Osler Bluff Ski Club with spectacular mountain views 
and just minutes to downtown, historic Collingwood.
www.WindroseEstates.ca

1-855-444-1254 
705-444-1254

Prices and specifications subject to change without notice. E.& O.E.



209784 Hwy. 26 ı Craigleith Ontario L9Y 4T9    Tel ı 705 ı 445 ı 9688

Email ı chanticofireplaces@rogers.com    Website ı www.chanticofireplaces.com

Visit Chantico Fireplace Gallery – the first choice of homeowners and custom builders

OUR HOMES SPECIAL ADVERTISING FEATURE

HEATING WITH WOOD
Engaging the public and giving them the tools to make the right decisions about what 
they burn and how they burn is the first step in an overall wood smoke plan. With proper 
burning techniques and well-seasoned wood, emissions (even in older stoves) can be 
significantly reduced.

Two reasons why  
people are tempted  
to smolder wood fires:
First, they are reluctant to burn 
the appliance hot enough 
because they are worried 
about overheating nearby 
combustibles. Our response 
is that you can’t burn clean 
if you fear for your safety be-
cause the installation doesn’t 
conform to code require-
ments. So the first step is to 
get it inspected and brought 
into code compliance.

And second, they think that 
all the heat that goes up the 
chimney is wasted heat so 
they concentrate on keep-
ing the flue gas temperature 
down. We say that about 20% of the heat re-
leased by the burning fuel must be given to the 
chimney to keep it clean and working properly. 
It is more efficient to burn the smoke and give 
plenty of heat to the chimney, than to waste 
the energy in the smoke by smoldering.

Two reasons why people often burn wet 
wood:
Procrastination and wishful thinking, and most of 
us have been guilty of both at one time or other. 
Firewood dries very slowly, and the harder the 
wood, the slower it dries. The wetter the climate 
the slower wood dries. The more shaded the lo-
cation, the slower wood dries. It has become 
clear that the super hardwoods like oak and 
maple will not dry sufficiently in just the summer 
months. These are difficult lessons to learn.

Five ways to tell if firewood is dry enough:
1  It darkens with age and sun exposure 2  Cracks 

or checks form in the end grain 3  Two pieces 
of seasoned wood sound hollow when knocked 
together 4  A freshly split surface feels warm and 
dry 5  It does not hiss or bubble from the end grain 
when burned

Match the size of the fire to the heating needs of 
the home. When the weather is mild, avoid filling the 
firebox to capacity; rather, build a small compact 
fire and load the appliance more often. Use dry 
wood. The moisture content of the wood has a 
large effect on the ability of your appliance to 
make heat. Never let the fire smolder. Think of wood 
smoke as wasted energy and operate the stove in 
such a way as to use it before it enters the flue pipe.

Chantico Ski13.indd   1 13-01-11   3:37 PM



WWITH EVERY YEAR THAT PASSES, 
I learn much from my own experiences and 
from those of people around me.

Over the course of the year, I unearthed 
many lessons that I hope to carry with me 
into 2013 and beyond. The one that sticks 
out most though is this: the greatest gifts in 
life are those that you give.

This particular lesson presented itself 
throughout the year, in both my personal 
and professional life.

The first sadly came with the loss of a 
very special man – Jim Otterson. Jim was the 
loving husband to a cherished co-worker, 
Suzanne Strong. He was also a much-loved 
volunteer for Big Brothers Big Sisters of 

the Georgian Triangle. At his memorial, his Little Brother Mack spoke about the profound 
difference Jim made in his and his family’s lives. Mack’s speech and Jim’s incredible dedication 
to the program moved me to become a Big Sister.

Funny enough, I was matched with Mack’s youngest sister, Savannah (pictured above). 
My hope was to bring a little extra joy to someone’s life, but I never expected to have so much 
joy brought into my own life.

Savannah is so smart and fun; she’s reminded me what it’s like to be a kid again. With a home 
full of siblings, a little one-on-one time with a caring adult goes a long way for her, just as it 
would for the many girls and boys waiting for a “Big” of their own, right here in our community. 

Savannah has definitely become a part of my family and both Adam and I feel like we’re a 
part of hers also. She is hands-down the biggest gift I received in 2012.

The team here at OUR HOMES also made an effort to give back to the community, and 
we have big plans for 2013, too. Last summer we partnered with Habitat for Humanity South 
Georgian Bay on their Penny Drive initiative by collecting pennies and sponsoring and running 
a barbecue at Sobey’s. Then, in the fall we sponsored the first annual Collingwood Holiday 
House Tour, which raised money for each of the homeowners’ preferred local charities. It was 
a huge success and we’re confident it will be even bigger and better this year! 

I am so thankful for the opportunities I’ve had to be more involved with our beautiful 
community, and look forward to this time next year, when I can look back on all the new 
lessons I’ve learned.

Happy 2013!

Shelby Hilson, Managing Editor
shelby@ourhomesmagazine.com

 Follow us @OurHomesMag

PHOTO BY ROBYN EKMAN
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HOME FURNISHINGS, 
DÉCOR AND 

DESIGN STUDIO

54 King St. E | Thornbury | 226.665.5550

www.habitatinteriors.ca

HOME FURNISHINGS, 
DÉCOR AND 

DESIGN STUDIO

54 King St. E | Thornbury | 226.665.5550

www.habitatinteriors.ca

NOW OPEN

Your Windfall is coming
An inspired enclave of detached mountain homes  

next to Blue Mountain Village

This is everything you’ve always wanted Blue Mountain living to be. Close to the slopes and just a stroll to  
the Village. Set proudly apart yet connected by nature. Distinctive architecture inspired by Georgian Bay  

cabins and mountain chalets. For a limited time, this enclave will be specially priced to make home ownership at 
Blue Mountain even more affordable. Register now. Windfall is coming, and that changes everything.

Bungalows

from $399,900
Bungalows with Lofts

from $439,900
Two Storeys

from $459,900

Register now at WindfallatBlue.com
Developed by:

GEORGIAN
INTERNATIONAL 

Prices and specifications correct at press time. Rendering is artist’s concept E. & O.E. or call 705-445-0440

Windfall Streetscape
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IT’S AN EXCITING START 
for me as Associate Publisher of OUR 
HOMES Southern Georgian Bay.  

Since I joined OUR HOMES 
six years ago, under the guidance 
of  company President Dav id 
Loopstra, we’ve had astonishing 
growth. Readers are amazed to 
learn that OUR HOMES is now 
published in 17 regions across 
Canada and counting!

Friends, family and clients 
ask me what I do as Associate 

Publisher. They say, “Are you a writer now?” No, I am not a writer (other 
than writing this), but I am surrounded by an amazing team of writers, 
editors, graphic artists and support staff.

Smart, loyal, dedicated and hardworking is an understatement – and 
they put together a mean gluten-free potluck!

I will continue to focus on marketing and sales, connecting our local 
builders, developers, realtors, trades people, storeowners and charities to 
each other and our community. 

My new duties include planning, coordinating and overseeing the 
upcoming issues for Southern Georgian Bay.

If I can help connect you or a new venture, send me an email! 

Health & Happiness 

Simone Sterio-Risk, Associate Publisher
simone@ourhomesmagazine.com

I agonized over my first cover choice! Which option below would you have 
chosen? Email me your choice by March 1st to be entered into a draw for a prize!
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We have the most unique gifts and beautiful decor items.
13 Louisa St. E. in Thornbury 

519.599.6461

Lady Primrose luxury bathing and body products,  
sold exclusively at ADORN II,Thornbury.

formerly known as  
PAMPER &  

SOOTHE

NEW Location 
40 Bruce St. S., Thornbury  
226-665-8000

434 Beaverdale Rd., Cambridge 
519 658-2540

cgsolidwoodfurniture.com
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Locally-made     furniture
made to your specifications.

Providing furniture for hotels, homes and cottages since 1978.

p u b l i s h e r ’ s  n o t e
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a d v i c e

Designer Stephanie Redmond 
answers your questions.

With watermelons and popsicles a distant 
memory, it’s time to share the upcoming trends 
for 2013. Ironically, when I look at the number 
“2013,” I think of space travel and futuristic 
design. Maybe we’re not quite there, but we are 
definitely heavy on industrial style – metals, glass 
and a whole lot of technology and innovation. 

Have designers been drawing inspiration from manufacturing 
plants? Not sure. But we will certainly be able to decorate our homes 
to look like one. 

METALS
Hot rolled, cold rolled, powder coated, you name it; steel is an 

unbreakable trend. Tables, chairs, tiles; the industrial trend is becoming 
more refined than factory, but the presence of steel will be huge.   

A n o t h e r  m e t a l  t h a t  w i l l 
continue to make its comeback 
is brushed brass. Not the shiny 
kind. That disappeared after the 
financial crisis in the 80s. Brass 
evokes quality and timelessness. 
C ab i n e t  h a r d wa r e ,  f a u c e t s , 
lighting; brushed nickel hasn’t 
gone by the wayside, but we now 
have a serious contender. 

WOOD
Completely contradicting what 

we’ll be seeing in paints, woods are 
appearing softer, muted and grey-
washed. We’ll see a lot of smooth 
looking oak in the market, wide 
planks, very Belgian in feel. From 
flooring to furniture, this natural 
aesthetic will make the jump from 
high-end to mainstream. 

CONCRETE 
C o n c r e t e  f l o o r i n g ,  f a u x 

wallpaper and products (yes, there 
are concrete lights out there!) are 
just some of what we’ll be seeing. 

The wallpaper is fascinating because the optical illusion that it’s concrete 
or another material is so realistic you literally have to go and touch the 
paper to see if it’s the real deal. 

WALL COVERINGS 
Poor old paint may just not be enough anymore. Glass, leather, metals 

and wallpaper are just some of the wall cladding we’ll see in the upcoming 
year. Using back-painted glass panels in a shower creates a completely 
seamless wall leaving you with a translucent feel and no grout lines. 
Leather tiles will also become more popular as a wall material (and floor, 
actually) adding richness and texture to an otherwise drab piece of 
drywall. It’s becoming available in several patterns and colours taking 
the place of wallpaper for a slightly more luxurious effect. 

COLOUR
For the colour enthusiasts out there, it’s 

definitely your year! With this natural base 
of wood, glass and metal, colour will be hot 
and anything goes. It may just be a pop 
of colour, but the pop is definitely more 
dramatic – more of a go big or go home 
approach. Admittedly, after so many 
beige years, it’s uplifting.

TECHNOLOGY 
Trending forward we have to touch on technology. We’ve seen USB 

outlets added to regular power outlets and thermostats that teach 
themselves your schedule and that you can adjust from your phone. I can’t 
wait to see what comes next but I know it will make our lives easier and 
of course, more stylish!   OH
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BRYANT PARK REGENT BRONZE
FROM CORBETT LIGHTING

 

  forward
RAW & INDUSTRIAL IN 2013

TRENDING

It’s all in the details

Creemore   |   705 466 2007   |   belscape.com

belmont_F12.indd   1 12-10-25   9:27 AM
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Clarksburg 519.599.7913   Fax:  519.599.7231   Paragoncarpentry@rogers .com� �

A Model of Excellence

• featured in CANADIAN HOUSE & HOME Magazine

• featured in ON THE BAY Magazine

• featured in OUR HOMES Magazine

Robin Smith, Builder

Homes Featured in Magazines

"I knew that I could tell him what I wanted and I could trust
it would be built to look like that. He was a great listener. And
our home is absolutely the home of our dreams.

–Jana Temple on the second home recently built for
her and her husband by Paragon Carpentry.

OFFERING A COMPLETE BU ILD ING SERVICE 
• GENERAL CONTRACTING 

• MAJOR RENOVATIONS • ADDIT IONS

www.homesbyparagoncarpentr y.com

CARPET • HARDWOOD • LAMINATE • CERAMIC TILES
WINDOWS ’N BLINDS • AREA RUGS • SHUTTERS

705.445.2166 2808 Hwy 124, Duntroon 

519.538.2166 334 Sykes Street, Unit 4, in Meaford

www.deansrugland.com

Each of the 100 Carpet One Floor & Home stores across Canada 
are locally owned and operated, offering exceptional service 
and the best warranties in the business. When your floor 
matters, count on Deans Carpet One Floor & Home.
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“I know it is wet and the sun is not sunny, but 
we can have lots of good fun that is funny.” 

– Dr. Seuss
Enjoy the warmth of your home this 
winter with these fun local finds…

MACDONALDS BRANDSOURCE  
FURNITURE & APPLIANCES
(1) Miele Coffee Maker
This built-in, whole bean coffee system brews up 
delicious espresso, cappuccino, latté and coffee, 
quickly and easily to your personal settings. 
Prepare two hot beverages at once and enjoy 
unique frothing and a grinder bypass.
206518 Hwy. 26 E.
Meaford
519.538.1620
www.macdonaldsfurniture.com

TWEED & HICKORY
(2) Snack Attack
Hit the slopes with a healthy snack to go! Veggies and 
dip have never been so fun or so simple to transport. 
Containers are available in carrot, celery, apple and 
grape. BPA free and dishwasher safe.
17 Hurontario St. 
Collingwood
705.446.1421
www.tweedandhickory.com

HEAVENLY SWEETS CAFE   
(3) Red Velvet Cake
Tangy buttermilk and a hint of 
cocoa, smothered in a velvety cream 
cheese icing makes this renowned 
cake a favourite for all ages. Try as 
a cupcake or order a heart-shaped 
cake for your Valentine.
48 Pine St.
Collingwood
705.444.2005
www.heavenlysweetscafe.com

ADORN II BOUTIQUE
(4) Corkcicle 
Kick the ice bucket to the curb and serve 
all your favourite wines, both white and 
red, at the perfect temperature, using 
a Corkcicle! Chosen as one of Oprah’s 
Favourite Things, this handy device is  
one-of-a-kind.
13 Louisa St. E.
Thornbury
519.599.6461

INFINITE LIGHT + GLASS DESIGN
(5) Ratio Lamps
Bring style and individuality to your space with contemporary 
hand-blown glass lighting. Infinite Light + Glass Design specializes in 
modern pendant lights, chandeliers and accent lighting, made locally 
by glassblower Kate Civiero. Choose an exclusive design or have a 
piece custom made to fit your décor.
Eugenia
519.924.1551
www.infiniteglassworks.com FOLEY’S  

FURNITURE
(6) Pub & Game Table
Play a board game or 
enjoy a snack on the 
tabletop; flip it over to 
reveal a fabric game 
surface, or remove 
the top completely to 
uncover a Texas Hold ‘Em 
surface! Complete with 
six full-extension drawers 
to hold beverages and 
snacks, storage in the 
base and a poker set, this 
table will make games 
night even better.
511 Hume St.
Collingwood 
705.445.0661
www.foleys.ca
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6
Continued on page 30
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CLOSETS AND THINGS
(7) Sophie Conran for Portmeirion Collection
This award-winning oven-to-table collection 
looks as good on the table as it is useful in the 
kitchen. Don’t be fooled by its delicate look; 
made from high-quality porcelain, it’s designed 
to withstand the demands of everyday living.
124 Hurontario St.
Collingwood
705.445.9335
www.closetsandthings.com

AT HOME INTERIORS
(8) Candle Holder & Table Runner
Clean and contemporary, these five candle 
holders can be arranged any way you like 
along a flat, magnetic, distressed metal 
base without the worry of knocking them 
over. Set on a foldable, Qingke-wood table 
runner for a fresh, natural look.
65 Hurontario St.
Collingwood
705.446.9992

PAPERWHITE FLOWERS
(9) Trivets
Serve up something hot and tasty 
on one of these funky, brushed 
aluminum trivets. At Paperwhite 
you’ll discover a whole collection 
of unique tableware accessories, 
including napkin rings, placemats, 
linens and more.
15 Bruce St. S.
Thornbury
519.599.6606
www.paperwhiteflowers.ca  OH

7

8

9

We passionately create the 
perfect outdoor space for you.

custom landscape designs
expert stonescaping

natural water features
spectacular gardens

dramatic outdoor lighting
exceptional results

www.facebook.com/
hackstonelandscapes

519-922-2929    
www.hackstone.ca

proud member of

Hackstone half pg ad OH_4  12-06-25  1:30 PM  Page 1

The
Arrowhead

Collection

Four exceptional mountain homes 
located in the heart of Ontario’s

alpine skiing playground.

www.solcorpdevelopments.com

A
RR

O
W

H
EA

D
 R

O
A

D

124’ X 243’

115’ X 243’

115’ X 222’

118’ X 222’

HWY #26

Alpine Ski Club

Craigleith Ski Club

E&OE

Solcorp_bleed_F12.indd   1 12-10-22   5:46 PM
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C A N A D I A N  O W N E D  A N D  O P E R A T E D

We make your dreams a reality
Dream kitchens and spa like bathrooms 
Built to suit your taste and budget 
Building or renovating? Our team of design experts 
are here to make it easy 

672 Welham Rd, Barrie, ON
1.855.727.0096 
www.dipietradesign.com   

 Di Pietra Design has over 25 years of experience in the stone industry. You can hand select your slabs 
  at our warehouse and we will create your dream kitchen, bathroom and spas for you.

FAUCETS

We now  

offer
financing!

Visit our showroom  

for more  

information.

DiPietra half SGB SKI13 2.indd   1 2013-01-14   4:00 PM

www.chartwellreit.ca

57 Trott Blvd., Collingwood, ON

Call 705-444-6431

The opportunities for friendship 
happen every day.

You’ll discover a fulfilling lifestyle where you

can relax and spend time with old friends,

while making new ones. Social outings,

special events and favourite pastimes fill

your day, and all the work is taken care of by

our warm and friendly staff.

OUR SERVICES INCLUDE...
FRIENDSHIP & COMPANIONSHIP

Winter Stay
Rest • Relax • Recover

AT HOME 
INTERIORS

Functional

Fashionable

Affordable

65 Hurontario Street         
Collingwood         
705.446.9992

since 1980

CUSTOM BUILT HOMES x RENOVATIONS

EXCEPTIONAL CRAFTSMANSHIP
SUPERIOR RESULTS...EVERY TIME

VALLEYVIEW CONSTRUCTION
PAUL ROGERS x 519.599.3694 x progers@valleyviewconstruction.com x www.valleyviewconstruction.com



Barrie . Calgary AB . Grey Bruce . Hamilton . Kitchener/Waterloo .  
London . Mississauga . Muskoka . Oakville/Burlington .  

Ottawa . Peterborough . Sault Ste. Marie & Algoma .  
Southern Georgian Bay . Vaughan .  

Wellington County/Orangeville/Caledon . Windsor . 
*And coming soon: Durham Region 

Did you know you can find
OUR HOMES 

in the following markets?

Visit www.ourhomesmagazine.com  
& click on franchise opportunities. Or call  

Suzanne Strong, VP Franchising  
519.538.4528 • franchise@ourhomesmagazine.com 

Be your own boss, put your network to work for you, provide  
the very best advertising solutions in your community, and  
build equity in your very own business.

Each regional OUR HOMES magazine features local content,  
local homes, local style, local builders, local trades, and  
local stores.

View any regional magazine at www.ourhomesmagazine.com

Join our happy and successful team and create maximum value for your advertisers and readers.

You can own
OUR HOMES too!
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www.ourhomesmagazine.com/oakville

plus
STYLE PICKS

FOR EVERY ROOM

CLASSIC 
CHARM
IN OAKVILLE

LOVE YOUR 

LOCAL TALENT

glorious
LIGHTING

Sophisticated Style
WITH BREJNIK FINE HOMES

PREMIERE

ISSUE

OH_Oakville_Fall_2011_W_Ads.indd   1

11-08-24   2:52 PM
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www.ourhomesmagazine.com/algoma

SEASON’S BESTSTYLE PICKS

plusPAIRING WINE & CHEESE  
SMART DECORATING IDEAS

this

3rdANNIVERSARYISSUE

PRE-FABULOUS&MARSH HALL

A DAY AT

OH_Algoma_Winter_2011_12_w_ads.indd   1

11-11-24   6:17 PM

W I N T E R  2 0 1 2

www.ourhomesmagazine.com/london

2Stunning 
RENOVATIONS

OH salutes
SMALL BUSINESSES

HOT WINTER

STYLE PICKS

& DESIGN IDEAS

plus
IMPRESS

YOUR GUESTS

THIS SEASON

OH_London_2011-12_w_ads.indd   1

11-12-07   6:29 PM

W I N T E R  2 0 1 2

www.ourhomesmagazine.com/muskoka

plus
STYLE FINDS
TAKE YOUR PICK

LAKE HOUSE 
MAKEOVER

charmerMODERN COUNTRY

DESIGNING 
WOMEN

PANACHEFURNITURE WITH 

WISHINGWinter

OH_Muskoka_Winter_2012_w_ads.indd   1

11-12-08   6:58 PM

(705) 428-2803    7439 Hwy 26, Stayner, ON
www.quanburyflooring.com

Which floor is the right floor? There are many 
choices in flooring today: Hardwood, Carpet, 

Laminate, Ceramic, and Vinyl.  
It’s hard to know where to begin.  

We’re here to help. Select a style all your own.  
View brands and turn your  

makeover dream into a reality. It’s time to shop!

35 Years of covering all your flooring needs!

Service ...Selection ...Expertise

CERAMIC • CARPET • HARDWOOD • VINYL • LAMINATE

SHAW • ARMSTRONG • MANNINGTON • CENTURA
• FLOORCRAFT • MOHAWK • STAINMASTER • RESISTA ... and more!

Mon. - Fri. 8am - 5pm   |   Sat. 9am - 4pm

We stand behind 
the floors you 

stand on!

www.blacktuskdevelopment.ca

T: 519 599 3337

William Brown 
PRESIDENT    
ARCHITECTURAL DESIGNER

ARCHITECTURAL
DESIGN

INTERIOR
DESIGN

PROJECT
MANAGEMENT

           
 

   

BLACK TUSK IS CREATING 
UNIQUE VISIONS OF HOME 
FOR OUR DIVERSE CLIENTS.

From conceptual designs 
through to the finishing 
details we design & build 
spaces exactly suited to 
our client’s needs.

Visit our website for 
more information

What is 
your vision 
of ‘home’?

• High Quality Craftsmanship 

• Our designers will help you
   customize your door.

• Widest Variety of Designs to suit the 
    Style and Colour of your Home in
    Metal, Wood or Fiberglass.

• Our doors aren’t just made in 
   Canada, they are made in ONTARIO

Choosing the Perfect 
Garage Door Has 

Never Been Easier!

Kitchener-Waterloo-Cambridge
*Now Providing Sales and Service to Collingwood Area

519.658.5167
Guelph: (519) 766-4130 • Brantford: (519) 751-0015

info@winserdoors.com • www.winserdoors.com



PANTONE’S COLOUR OF THE YEAR

EMERALD

Emerald Jug Lamp,
Cisco Brothers

Reusable Water Bottle with 
Replaceable Carbon Filter,

Bobble

Stand Mixer in Bayleaf,
KitchenAid

Tall Tank Light
Alexander Taylor,
Established & Sons

Wrongwoods Low Cabinet, White with Green 
Richard Woods & Sebastian Wrong,

Established & Sons

Lamp Green Swirl,
Lampe Berger Paris

Medium Multi Bowl in Fennel,
Le Creuset Classic Whistling Kettle  

in Fennel, Le Creuset

Handmade Glass  
Candle Holder,

glassybaby

Assorted Upholstery 
& Drapery Fabrics,

Kravet

Sprout Bookmarks, CB2

Wallpaper,
Serious Bokay
in Emerald,
Nama Rococo

Park Avenue Chair
in Robert Allen Velvet Geo Turquoise,
Kincaid Furniture Company, Inc.

Wallpaper,
Broad Stripe,
ST 1330,
Farrow & Ball

Panini Press,
Lodge

Canvas
Forest Green,

Sunbrella

Arabesque Rug  
in Emerald,
Capel Rugs

Green Eden 
Lavatory Faucet,
Kingston Brass

Drinking glasses, 
Lime Twist,
www.novica.com      

Cast-iron Range Cookers 
in British Racing Green,
Aga

Reed Emerald 
Square Pillow,
Unison

Victoria Ghost  
Chair in Transparent 

Green, Kartell

Kelly Pilllows,
Tobi Fairley Home

Silk Orchid 
Green Rug, Elte

Astoria Cabinet  
Pull & Knob  
in Emerald, Emtek

Paint Colour,
Ming Jade,

Benjamin Moore
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BThe NHICC is pushing for nation-wide licensing of home inspectors, 
but at this time Ontario, the Atlantic Provinces and Saskatchewan are 
just looking at this possibility.

Alberta and British Columbia already license home and property 
inspectors. B.C. led the way, endorsing inspectors since April 1, 2009, 
while Alberta came onside September 1, 2011. Neither of these came about 
without a lot of pushing from interest groups within those provinces, and 
Mullen doesn’t expect it to be much different in Ontario, though he hopes 
that the timeframe to have licensing passed into law could be shortened 
because of the groundwork done by those first two provinces.

According to Peter Link, manager of house and property inspection 
registration for the Applied Science Technologists and Technicians of B.C. 
(ASTTBC), his organization lobbied for two decades to make this happen.

Helene Barton, Executive Director of the B.C. branch of the Canadian 
Association of Home and Property & Inspectors, (CAHPI), agrees. “We 
lobbied the government for eight years to have our industry regulated 
because prior to that anyone who bought a ladder and had a business card 
could say they were a home inspector. Many were charlatans.”

Though there are training courses and college programs in all 
provinces, in most provinces there is no onus on someone who calls him/
herself a home inspector to take such education. In the two provinces that 
currently license, the several certifying organizations that exist require 
some or all of the following to become licensed: specialized education 
(number of hours varies from organization to organization), a practical 
(or field) test, written exam, a peer inspection process, and, finally, an 
application to the provincial licensing body. In the case of B.C., that’s 
Consumer Protection B.C. For Alberta, it’s Service Alberta. The outcome 
of the application process is not ideal, according to Darcy McGregor, 
secretary and founding member of CAHPI Alberta. “We thought they (the 
government) would raise everyone to the highest level, like our members 
follow, but they said that wouldn’t be fair.”

While the expectations aren’t as high as he’d like, McGregor says, 
“Licensing at least gives homeowners a bit more assurance that the person 
they are dealing with has some education and the ability to look after them 
as a home inspector.”

Link echoes this sentiment: “We pushed for one certifying organization 
and one standard of practice, but there are four in B.C.” So buyer beware 
is still in force, and homeowners must research any home inspector they 
are thinking of hiring. “The onus is still on the homeowner. (They should 
ask) where did they get their education; do they have experience in the 
field to have the ability to recognize problems.”

Barton, though, feels that the process has been overall positive. 
“It got rid of a lot of people who are unqualified. We are still trying 
to get the consumer to ask about the licence before hiring a home 
inspector. It gives them peace of mind knowing that they (inspectors) 
are qualified.”

Though there is mixed reaction to the outcomes in B.C. and Alberta, 
there’s one point that McGregor, Link and Barton all agree on – home 
inspectors in those provinces are now required to carry errors and 
omissions insurance. They must be insured up to $1 million, so if they 
miss something during an inspection and this results in a costly repair, 
the homeowner may have financial recourse.

One piece of the puzzle that is still missing, according to Nigel 
Trevethan, of Harper Grey LLP and legal counsel for CAHPI B.C., is 
a “cooling off period, like many other large purchases.” He thinks it’s 
regrettable that the “government hasn’t mandated that every real estate 
transaction must involve a home inspection. This is especially important 
in an overheated housing market, like Vancouver.” He feels that this is key 
to consumer protection.

So, though Mullen’s hopes for the future of licensing in Ontario – and 
throughout the country – are high, experience tells us that the outcome 
may be less than stellar but better than the status quo.  OH

BY  J I L L  E LL I S

Bill Mullen has high hopes! The Ontario-based home inspector is also the director 
of external relations for a new organization, the National Home Inspector 
Certification Council (NHICC). 

HOME INSPECTION

RAISING 
THE BAR

r e a l  e s t a t e

Luxurious Living in the Heart of Collingwood 
Enjoy condominium living in delightful Downtown Collingwood at the corner of Hume 
and Hurontario Streets, with access to quaint shops, exquisite dining and spectacular views 
of Blue Mountain and Georgian Bay. Exciting roo�op amenities include: Landscaped Gardens, 
Outdoor Cabanas with BBQ’s, a Lounge and Fitness Room. 

Special Release! Limited supply of suites at $219,900!

From $219,900 to over $900,000 

Visit us today at 290 Hurontario St., Suite 105 Collingwood. 705-445-8885 or Register:

Brokers Protected. Prices and speci�cations subject to change without notice. E.&O.E. All renderings are artist’s concept only.
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pf 2 Huronia Home Theatre – Dec 6, 2012 

CLIENT
Huronia Alarms

AGENCY
Whiting & Holmes Limited
Jacyln Jones, Account Manager
541 Brant Street, Suite 8
Burlington, Ontario  L7R 2G6
289-337-3662
jaclyn@whitingandholmes.com

PUBLICATION
Our Homes SGB

AD SIZE
8.375”  X  10.875” trim
bleed, CMYK

Safe. Secure. And Sound.

Your theatre. 
It’s where you dream.

         hen you spend the time sourcing the latest audio and video tech-
nology and products, you want the wiring and installation to be done 
right, the first time. Huronia knows how important this is, and we have 
over 40 years of know-how that you can depend on.  

From simple consultation, complex multi-room audio and video installation  
right through to complete home automation, including lighting control 
and powered window treatments.

Contact us today to talk about your audio, video and home entertainment 
needs. 

Collingwood  705-445-4444 • 800-504-3053    Midland  705-792-9311 • 888-363-9311www.huroniaalarms.com

Home Theatre 
Security & Monitoring
Fire & Safety

Huronia 

W

pf 1 Huronia theatre.indd   1 12-12-06   8:38 AM

PATRICK B. COULTER & ASSOCIATES INC.
CUSTOM HOMES & CHALETS

705-444-6000

FOLEY’S
FINE FURNITURE & APPLIANCES

511 Hume Street,  Hwy 26 
Col l ingwood

705.445.0661 • 1.800.461.9199

Visit our store online www.foleys.ca

Stanley
FURNITURE



T
There’s no shortage of passion in the Farrow home. After 20 
years of marriage, it’s obvious that Blake and Marina are still 
nuts about each other. 

They’re passionate about life, their kids, Kyle, Jake and Olivia, their family and about gathering with 
friends to break bread, share succulent food, exquisitely prepared by chef Marina, and savour fine wine 
around the dining room table, which morphs in size depending on who drops by on any given evening. 

That zest for life is also evident in the couple’s professional lives. Toronto native Blake has been in the 
construction business for years (Blake Farrow Project Management Inc.). Marina, originally from 
Milan, Italy, runs a successful interior design company and retail store in Collingwood (F.A.D. – Farrow 
Arcaro Design) with her business partner of 10 years, Katherine Arcaro. 

PRACTICAL, 
FUNCTIONAL, 
BEAUTIFUL 
BY  JUDE  WAYLAND //  PHOTOGRAPHY  BY  SANDY  MACKAY

With function, durability and 
sustainability at the top of their 
priority list, Blake and Marina 
Farrow have created a home that 
suits their lifestyle to a T. Every 
detail was carefully thought-out, 
including a place to plug in the 
meat slicer to slice prosciutto, 
and an ideal spot for a pizza oven 
(Marina’s specialty).

Continued on page 45
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The Farrow home-adventure began with the purchase of a three-acre 
property on the edge of town, featuring a meandering creek and an early 
‘70s-style bungalow/barn, “…complete with shag carpet and rumpus room 
panelling,” says Blake.

Delighted with the location, they sold their home in Collingwood and 
started designing an energy-efficient LEED (Leadership in Energy and 
Environmental Design) home. “It’s one of the first LEED projects in the 
area,” says Blake. “LEED provides a framework for comprehensive green 
building, design and material life cycle.”

Plans were to demolish the existing house, but Blake was swamped 
with work and Marina was antsy about finding a winter nest, so they did 
a quick gut and reno. “It was cosy and cramped, but the delay gave us an 
opportunity to re-visit the design and re-live the ‘70s. In fact, we changed 
the plans several times,” Blake says. 

Rather than downsizing, like most families do when kids leave home, 

they decided to recycle and incorporate the old house into the new design. 
“We want our kids to come and visit and be part of the family,“ explains 
Blake. “The way we designed it, there’s a completely separate spot for 
them and we have our own space.”

“We don’t know how long the kids will be here,” adds Marina. “The 
whole idea is flexibility, so we can close it off if we don’t need it.” Smart. 

So what happens when an experienced builder and his wife, who 
studied interior design and architecture, pool their remarkable talents 
to design and build a home that reflects their lifestyle and character? 
Sheer magic.

The original house is now a separate, but joined 1,300 sq. ft., three-
bedroom space for their two sons, while the couple and their daughter 
share the 3,000 sq. ft., two-bedroom main building.

There’s no pretence, fuss, or by-the-book design here. Just Italian-
inspired living… where simplicity rules! Continued on page 48

ABOVE: Located just off 
the kitchen, the pantry 
leaves little to be desired. 
Practical shelving displays 
Marina’s canned goods 
and a huge Italian-brand 
poster pays homage to 
the place where her love 
for cooking originated. 
ABOVE RIGHT: The bright 
yellow Bertazzoni gas 
stove adds an extra pop of 
personality to the kitchen. 
RIGHT: Radiant-heated 
polished concrete floors 
offer a durable industrial 
look that’s balanced by 
sturdy oak cabinets and 
island with Caesarstone 
countertops. The unique, 
lower-island sofa provides 
comfort and colour. 
OPPOSITE: The main-floor 
living space flows together 
brilliantly, making it 
perfect for entertaining 
friends and family.
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A stunning contemporary, wood-
burning fireplace (B&R Hearth & 
Geothermal) takes centre stage in 
the living room. With practicality 
in mind, as always, Blake made 
it possible to load firewood from 
behind the fireplace, outside of 
the home! TOP RIGHT: Beloved 
family pets, Heidi and Rosie, 
enjoy hanging out by the fire with 
Kyle, Olivia and Marina. MIDDLE 
LEFT: A bold, mountain-inspired 
wallpaper sets off the main-floor 
powder room. MIDDLE RIGHT: The 
laundry room/dog room sports 
an industrial auto shop look with 
durable, low-maintenance materials. 
BOTTOM RIGHT: Fresh greenery 
arrangements by Paperwhite 
Flowers give this front gathering 
room a seasonal look.
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All the walls are white; window trim is simple. The main floor, 
featuring a no-maintenance, radiant-heated polished concrete floor, is a 
bright, wide-open “life” room, encompassing a spacious kitchen, dining 
and living area. Air quality is key – no carpets or curtains in this home.

Two air handlers and boilers provide domestic hot water and hydronic 
heating, which allows the climate to be easily controlled or dialled back 
when the kids’ area is unoccupied. “Air Star Mechanical contractors get 
it,” says Blake. “They design and build user-friendly systems.” 

“It was primary that the form of our house has great function,” explains 
Blake. “If it’s not practical, it’s useless.” Adds Marina, “Tables are on wheels and 
everything is easily moved or flexible enough to adapt to our changing needs.”

They have a casual, spontaneous lifestyle, where practicality and 
flexibility reign supreme. “The idea of the house is that we want it to be 
low maintenance and durable,” says Marina. 

Flat kitchen cabinet doors by Heritage Cabinetry are made of sturdy 
oak (reducing dirt build-up, limiting maintenance). A custom, two-level 
(scratch and stain resistant) Caesarstone countertop from Granite 
Works and commercial pizza oven accommodate Marina’s pizza-making 
fervour. A practical pantry, loaded with pasta and sauces, features jars of 
Marina’s canned goods. The star of the kitchen? A bright yellow, Italian-
engineered Bertazzoni gas stove.

F.A.D. furnished the home with an eclectic array of European antiques, 
functional fixtures and pieces sourced from their store. Rich walnut 
wine cellar doors came from Marina’s Milan apartment and a fabulous 
bull sign from England (shipped to Milan, Vancouver, and then back to 
Collingwood), graces the wall in the modest mudroom, where practical 
and durable checker-plate lines the dog-feeding area. There’s even a 
sensible commercial foot grill in the front foyer. Continued on page 50

Marina designed the rift sawn oak 
stairs that lead to the second level and 
an awe-inspiring view, which she often 
enjoys from the landing at the top.

TOP: Marina calls the master 
bedroom the tree house. 
“Every morning, it’s like 
having five Ansel Adams’ 
pictures in front of me, “ 
says Blake. LEFT & ABOVE: 
The master en suite is a true 
retreat with a floating double 
vanity, a huge glassed-in 
shower, a soaker tub with 
TV and separate area with a 
toilet and bidet. 
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“One thing that LEED is very strong about is the durability of a home,” 
explains Blake. “Durability refers to not needing repairs and having a 
lifespan that far exceeds most others.” 

Low-flow Grohe plumbing fixtures and valves, and Toto toilets were 
installed, reducing water consumption, while the extensive use of LED 
lighting helps conserve electricity. An elaborate water purification system, 
complete with reverse osmosis filtration, is housed in the basement. 

The Farrows chose commercial, steel-frame interior doors for 
durability and simplicity. They ingeniously recycled a piece of rusty metal 
for the wood-burning fireplace. 

A moveable 26-foot glass NanaWall opens the dining room to the 
great outdoors, providing more daylight and natural ventilation. This 
stunning German-engineered product is both energy-efficient and 
weather resistant.

The couple partnered with Roxul insulation, a Canadian producer 
of stone wool, spun from bath salt and recycled slag. “The walls and the 
envelope far exceed OBC (Ontario Building Code) standards in terms of 
R-value,” says Blake. Continued on page 52

The couple’s 
daughter Olivia 
couldn’t be more 
pleased with her 
new room with 
space to play, study 
and relax. The 
painting above her 
bed was a gift last 
Christmas and is her 
favourite feature.

B R O K E R A G E

Real  Estate  Corporat ion

ExecuTeamAdvantage . com

Emma Baker 

Karen Poshtar 

Sherry Rioux 

Broker

Broker, S R E S

705 444 .3989

705 443. 2793

Se l l ingCol l ingwood . com

Col l ingwoodHomes . ca

Se l l ingBlueMountain . com
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With today’s rising energy costs, building green makes perfect sense. 
Now that Blake is experienced at building a LEED home, and has a 
qualified LEED consultant, Matt Hill, as his right-hand man, he’s excited 
about building more sustainable homes. 

“This is my dream house,” says Marina. “It’s the best house, and has 
everything I want. There’s nothing that I’m missing in this house.”

Cheers to living life with passion!  OH

SOURCE GUIDE

Air Star Mechanical, B & R Hearth and Geothermal, Barill 

Engineering Ltd., Baymount Plumbing Ltd., Benchmade, Blake 

Farrow Project Management Inc., DC Electric, F.A.D. – Farrow 

Arcaro Design, Farrow AV Design Inc., Foley’s Furniture, G. 

Lawrence Enterprises, Gannon’s Hardwood Flooring, Granite 

Works, Heritage Cabinetry, JTI Design, Just Counter Tops, 

Loewen, Macdonald’s BrandSource Furniture & Appliances, 

Nepsco Electrical & Plumbing Distributors, Paolo’s Custom 

Flooring, Paperwhite Flowers, Robinson’s Paint & Wallpaper, 

Rossco Stone Design, Sheridan Machine & Welding, Thornbury 

Home Hardware Building Centre, Torbram Electric Supply, Vogel 

Landscape Design & Consulting Group Ltd.

RIGHT: Blake did a complete reno on the property’s 
original house and turned it into a separate area for 
his and Marina’s two teenage sons. Features include 
a rusty mesh metal railing on stairs, stained plywood 
floor in the boys’ bedrooms with commercial rubber 
baseboard and steel-framed doors. Kyle enjoys 
a workout before returning to ski races with the 
Ontario Ski Team. BELOW: A fully-stocked wine 
cellar is made handy right off the kitchen.  
BOTTOM: Blake re-designed the entry to 
accommodate the artwork – an amazing, welcoming 
colourful lady with arms wide open – an original 
piece Marina found on a furniture-buying trip.

705.443.8406
www.blakefarrowproject.ca

Custom Homes, Chalets & Renovations

blake_SKI13_2.indd   1 13-01-16   4:57 PM
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save 
25%

INTERIOR SPACE PLANNING

BATH AND KITCHEN DESIGN

CUSTOM FURNITURE & LIGHTING

A.R. I .D.O ACCREDITED INTERIOR DESIGN

51 Hurontar io Street,  Col l ingwood,  705 444 8330
www.farrowarcarodesign.ca

on                            
during the month of February.

custom cabinets & furniture    
705.441.0036 | jason@jtidesign.ca

Discover The Possibilities

Martin Zeng    
705 466 5734
zenglandscaping.com

Our professional crew can 
enhance your surroundings 
with custom landscaping, 
water features and custom 
stonework. View recent 
work online or call Zeng 
Landscaping today.

Let us help you to realize your landscaping vision.

CARTER ALLEN LTD
P.O. BOX 625

THORNBURY, ON NOH 2P0
(705) 441-0475WWW.CARTERALLEN.CA

RENOVATIONS

ADDITIONS

CUSTOM HOMES

Contact Jerry Patten
 705.444.6186    info@lpattenandsons.ca

L. Patten & Sons
Quality Custom Homes Since 1958

www.lpattenandsons.ca

L. Patten & Sons specializes in custom-built  
homes and chalets in and around the Georgian Bay area. 

Let over 50 years of experience building custom  
homes work to build you the home of your dreams.

THORNBURY BUILDERS AND TRADES ASSOC.

info@thornburybui ldersandtrades.com

www.thornburybuildersandtrades.com

“There is Strength in Unity”
red canoe gallery

20 Years Showcasing Canadian Art 

183 Marsh St., Clarksburg (Artsburg), 
519 599 3575 

www.redcanoegallery.com

  



includes one-of-a-kind pieces exclusive to Lëuk. Beautiful, 

up-cycled items, such as tin buckets, wire baskets, vases and light 

fixtures fill the shop and accessorize the larger furniture pieces, 

like the fabulous linen slip-covered sofas, accent chairs and 

reclaimed wood tables.

SEASONAL: Show off your personal style when entertaining 

guests this ski season, choosing from a gorgeous assortment of 

unique tableware and serving accessories. All-natural pepper mills 

and coasters, wrought-iron barbecue forks and ceramic water 

pitchers are sure to be a hit. When the party’s over, stay warm and 

cosy with plush, handmade bedding, heavy hand-knotted throws 

and big, down-filled pillows.

FRESH: Aside from stylish home décor, clothing and fashion 

accessories, Lëuk also encompasses a small, full-service flower shop 

run by florist Heather Cook. Fresh flower arrangements beautify the 

shop and are available for walk-in, order and special events, including 

weddings and anniversaries. Very popular are the “Kleine Bloem” 

arrangements of fresh flowers in small Chinese take-out boxes.

FAVOURITES: “There is something here for everyone,” says 

Herma. “I pretty much love everything from the luxurious linens 

and the smell of amber, to the fresh flowers and gorgeous fur hats. 

I love it all!”

WHERE: 126 Hurontario St. Collingwood

705.445.4694, www.leukbijhermas.ca  OH

THE PLACE: Soft whites, earthy textures and natural fibres come together 

to form a place of inspiration and style: Lëuk Bij Hermas in downtown 

Collingwood. Herma Vegter-Petrie, the shop’s creator, is no stranger to home 

fashion or retail. She’s been in the business since 1987, having owned successful 

shops in both Cookstown and Oakville before moving to Southern Georgian 

Bay to “retire.” Herma’s love for the industry didn’t retire with her though. “A 

Dutch friend and I thought it would be cute if I could involve my Dutch heritage 

in the name of a new store,” she says, “a word or term to reflect the store and 

products – something fun, funky and interesting.” Lëuk was born.

THE STYLE: A strong European influence is evident at every turn —

luxurious bedding, French Provencal-style tableware, old-world accessories. 

The clothing line features unique, sophisticated European designs and 

WINTER WHITES
BY  SHELBY  H I LSON  //  PHOTOGRAPHY  BY  BONN I E  FOX
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www.locationsnorth.com
See our listings on pages 59, 61 & 105 or online at

Personal | Professional | Progressive
Real Estate Services

3 Offices, 1 Goal

FEATURE LISTING

Thinking of Buying?
Explore with us™

™

™

ALPINE SKI CLUB
5 bedroom 4½ bath custom chalet 
across from North chair at Alpine.
Listed at $1,395,000  MLS® 20125809
Call Doug Lindsay* 705-441-0850

*      Sales Representative
**    Broker
***  Broker of Record Not intended to solicit properties currently listed for sale.

ON THE POND!! 
3 bed, 3 bath retreat in the 
waterfront community of Blue 
Shores.
$575,000  MLS® 20126433
Call Paul Casey*   705-606-2510

DUNEDIN 4.85 ACRES 
Creekside Gardens. Parklike setting 
with stream. 2400 sq ft finished, 4 
bed, 2 bath, vaulted ceilings.
$430,000  MLS® 20125964
Call Vicki Bell**  705-446-4539

SILVERGLEN TOWN HOUSE 
Beautiful 3 bedroom home with fully 
finished basement - Move in and 
enjoy the ski season.
$275,000  MLS® 20122857
Call Matthew Lidbetter*  705-443-7250

SKI SEASON GEM 
1900 sq ft 5 bed country home in 
desirable neighbourhood close to 
Thornbury.
$350,000  MLS® 20126233
Call Julia Hinds* 705 351-8838

RIVERWALK CONDO 
Sun filled 2 bedroom + den condo 
with view to the Beaver River.
$359,900  MLS® 20125832
Call Rick Crouch**  705-443-1037

DOWNTOWN VICTORIAN  
6 bedroom, 2.5 bath, renovated 
Home on coveted Minnesota Street 
in central downtown Collingwood.
$1,295,000  MLS® 20124824
Call Josh Dolan** 705-446-8404

WALKABLE LIFESTYLE 
New home under construction 
close to downtown Collingwood.
Main floor master. 3 bedrooms. 
Custom quality.
$435,000  MLS® 20126353
Call Martha P. Whitton*  705-443-9022

READY FOR SKI SEASON 
Stunning 3 bed condo with $$$ 
in upgrades. Tons of space for 
entertaining, double car garage. 
Inground pool on-site.
$369,900  MLS® 20126244
Call Christine Smith**  705-888-0201

THE BLUE MOUNTAINS 
New Rainmaker built Estate home 
combines rustic style with elegant 
charm.
$699,000  MLS® 20120472
Call Andres Paara**  705-441-3245

HARBOURTRAIL.COM
Elegant home overlooking Meaford’s 
Harbour. Main floor living, views, 
walking distance to town.
$449,000  MLS® 20125642
Call Steve Simon*  705-994-2353THORNBURY

27 Arthur Street West (Hwy 26)
Thornbury

519-599-2136

COLLINGWOOD
330 First Street (Hwy 26)

Collingwood

705-445-5520

MEAFORD
96 Sykes Street North (Hwy 26)
Meaford

519-538-5755

Our Homes Ski Season 2013 DPS.indd   1 2013-01-21   9:43 AM



BLUE MTN. SOUTH END 
Traditional 4 bedroom chalet, 
sauna, hot tub, huge party room, 
walk to hills/village amenities.
$539,000  MLS® 20126211
Call D. Barry Manchester**  705-446-8468

MAIR MILLS ESTATES 
Immaculate 4 bedroom home, 
great room with stone fireplace, 
maple floors. On premium lot with 
view to the mountain!
$439,000  MLS® 20126515
Call Cindy Ryerse*  705-446-7254

EXCEPTIONAL QUALITY 
Custom built home on large lot 
with views to Georgian Bay. 
4 beds 3½ baths and much more.
$649,000  MLS® 20123530
Call Dave Loucks*  519-375-5920

NIPISSING RIDGE! 
Prestigious 4 bedroom home. 
3,200 sq ft, 4 gourmet kitchen, main
floor master, landscaped grounds.
$699,000  MLS® 20124828
Call Ian Hawkins**  705-446-5136

REDUCED TO SELL! 
Elegant 3 bedroom townhome. 
1,756 sq ft, south facing unit,
incredible views of ski hills!
$424,999  MLS® 20125225
Call Ian Hawkins**  705-446-5136

BEAUTIFUL BUNGALOW 
Open concept main floor, vaulted 
ceiling, hardwood, granite & more.
4 beds, 3 baths.
$499,000  MLS® 20121432
Call Rick Crouch**  705-443-1037

100 ACRE FARM 
Circa 1800’s stone house & 3 bed 
coach house, in-ground pool close
to Collingwood.
$999,900  MLS® 20130031
Call Rick Crouch**  705-443-1037

25 WOODED ACRES 
Great weekend retreat. 
3 bedroom chalet style home, 
many recent upgrades, short drive 
to Collingwood.
$447,000  MLS® 20126083
Call Rick Crouch**  705-443-1037

™

MEAFORD
96 Sykes Street North (Hwy 26)
Meaford
519-538-5755

THORNBURY
27 Arthur Street West (Hwy 26)
Thornbury
519-599-2136

COLLINGWOOD
330 First Street (Hwy 26)
Collingwood
705-445-5520 www.locationsnorth.com

* Sales Representative    ** Broker    *** Broker of RecordNot intended to solicit properties currently listed for sale.

Backing into the Georgian Trail, Trailwoods offers affordable, fully serviced 
building lots in Thornbury. Development charges included in Phase 1.
PRICED FROM $110,000

FULLY SERVICED 
BUILDING LOTS IN THORNBURY

Beautifully finished townhomes on the river in Thornbury!  
Views of the harbour, close to downtown.  
PRICED FROM $750,000

LUXURY TOWNHOMES IN THORNBURY

™

CHECK OUT OUR PROJECTS.

Our Homes Extra Page Ski Season 2013.indd   1 2013-01-08   9:48 PM

CUSTOM DESIGN
Choose your  

Style
Fabric

Leather
Wood Finish

•
From Canada’s  

Best Manufacturers
•

Open 7 days
•

16,000 Sq. Ft.  
Showroom

101 Pretty River Parkway,
Collingwood

T: 705.446.3456
 F: 705.446.1922

homefurniture@bmts.com
collingwoodhomefurniture.com

 www.relianceyanchheating.com

™   “Reliance”, “Homes Run Better on Reliance” and the Reliance “Home” logo are trademarks of Reliance Comfort Limited Partnership.

	 	BCIN Certified - we handle the Design, 
Permits and Installation

	 	Geothermal Specialists - over 700 
systems installed

	 	Ductwork Experts - custom ductwork to 
suit any project

	 	In-floor hydronic heat specialists including 
zoning and exterior snow melt

	 	24/7 after sale technical support

Custom Home 
HVAC Experts:

Two locations to serve you:

Visit our Geothermal showroom 
at our Barrie location

BARRIE  
705-728-5406
COLLINGWOOD  
705-445-5670

8269-RHC_CustomHomes_YanchAd_OurHomes.indd   1 13-01-11   2:51 PM



F
ALL IN THE    details

PHOTOGRAPHY  BY  BONN I E  FOX

Finishing touches give our 
homes personality and style. 
They transform a house 
into a home, and no room 
is complete without that 
special touch. Meet local 
professionals who specialize 
in details, from flooring 
and fixtures to custom 
carpentry, home automation 
and window coverings.

Michael Lougheed
Deans Carpet One Floor & Home
T E L L  U S  A BO U T  YO U R  CO L L ECT I O N 

O F  A R E A  RU GS :  We offer over 400  
area rugs in various sizes at our Duntroon 
and Meaford locations, featuring 
traditional, contemporary and transitional 
designs. If you’re not sure what design 
would look right in your home, try our trial 
take-home service.
FAVO U R I T E  N EW  P R O D U CT:  Luxury 
Vinyl Tile or Plank. This waterproof product 
offers realistic hardwood and tile patterns. 
It is beautiful in design, exceptionally 
durable and affordable.
A DV I C E  FO R  H O M EOW N E R S :  Consider 
both form (style and aesthetics) and 
function (how you are going to use the 
flooring and your expectations of it). 

Jim McKendrick 
Timeless Woodwork
S P EC I A LT Y:  I specialize in solid wood furniture, built-
ins, entry doors and reproduction trim and millwork.
T E L L  U S  A BO U T  T H I S  P I EC E :  The vanity is solid 
Cherry wood designed specifically for the client. The 
joinery is the best – mortise and tenon.
H OW  D O  YO U  G E T  C R E AT I V E  W I T H  WO O D? 
Canadian woods are readily available and varied 
enough for all uses. There is no reason woods cannot 
be mixed for accent in a design. Continued on page 64
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Jackie McDonald
Quanbury Flooring Centre
W H AT ’S  YO U R  S P EC I A LT Y? 
I’m a design and colour 
consultant, and sales 
representative.
W H AT  D O ES  Q UA N B U RY 

O F F E R  B ES I D ES  F LO O R I N G? 
Quanbury also offers in-floor 
heating, as well as installation of 
stone, marble or tile backsplashes 
and fireplace hearths. 
W H AT ’S  H OT  I N  F LO O R I N G 

FO R  20 1 3 ?  Engineered 
hardwood, which has all the 
advantages of solid wood and 
more. It reduces your eco 
footprint, can be used on all 
grade levels, can be installed with 
in-floor heating, is less likely to 
warp than solid wood, and some 
types can be sanded down and 
stained like solid woods.
FAVO U R I T E  WAY  TO  S P E N D 

A  W I N T E R  DAY:  In front of the 
fireplace with a nice hot cup of 
coffee and Baileys! Continued on page 66

4473 County Road 124 S, Collingwood
705.445.6665 • 1.877.985.3667

Mon - Thurs 9am - 6pm, Fri 9am - 8pm, Sat 9:30am - 6pm, Sun 11am - 5pm

Phil Macdonald Lindsay Macdonald-Brooks Matthew Macdonald

COLLINGWOOD

Leon's_SKI13.indd   1 13-01-18   2:14 PM

25th PORTER SKELTON 
& A S S O C I A T E S L T D

ANNIVERSARY

The quality design-build solution  
trusted by homeowners for 25 years.  

Positive relationships, creative designs and 
clear process with every project.

DESIGN~BUILD~RENOVATE~RESTORE

705-444-1999  Info@porterskelton.com

15 Balsam St., Unit 3, Collingwood (Beside Staples) 

www.georgianaudiovideo.com
BOSE - B&W - BRYSTON - ROTEL - SONOS

HDTV’s...at Guaranteed LOW PRICES!
Big Time FUN!
WE HAVE A HUGE SELECTION OF THE BEST HDTVS IN THE BUSINESS. 
BRILLIANT COLOURS. MIND BLOWING RESOLUTION. FANTASTIC FUN!
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Dave Labelle and David Labelle Jr.
Georgian Design Centre
S P EC I A LT Y:  Our specialty for sure is product knowledge and customer service.  
Our staff members are experts in lighting, plumbing, flooring and granite.
T E L L  U S  A BO U T  YO U R  S H OW R O O M :  Our showroom offers 14,000 sq. ft. of home 
fashion ideas for every room in the house. With kitchen and bathroom renovations being  
so popular now, our clients love the idea that they can park once and pick everything in one 
store. It is unique to have the water hooked up to all the fixtures throughout the showroom.
W H AT ’S  H OT  I N  BAT H R O O M  D ES I G N  FO R  20 1 3 ?  Zen soaker tubs and larger rain-
shower heads are two very popular items, as are the low-flow toilets we offer.
A N Y  FA M I LY  P L A N S  T H I S  Y E A R?  As a family business we can’t all take holidays 
together, but we do manage to travel for a cruise or golf getaway. Continued on page 68

788171 Grey Rd. 13, Clarksburg 
519.599.2540   pinetiquesfurniture.com

Somewhere to set
your martini...

Somewhere to set
your martini...

15 Balsam St., Unit 3, Collingwood (Beside Staples) 

www.georgianaudiovideo.com
BOSE - B&W - BRYSTON - ROTEL - SONOS

Stream ALL the Music ON EARTH,  
to any room, WIRELESSLY!!

So many possibilities...

• Installation by Qualified Landscape Technicians
• In-House design service • 5-year guarantee on all Hardscapes

Call now for summer 2013 projects.

519.538.9991
www.gordonjleecelandscapes.ca

A Proud Member of Landscape Ontario
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Bill Monahan
HomeButtons Electronic Systems
S P EC I A LT Y:  Electronic products and 
services to enhance your home, from 
entertainment, safety and communication 
to extended years of independent living. 
T E L L  U S  A BO U T  T H I S  P R OJ ECT: 
This home was pre-wired for multi-room 
audio but not in a way that allowed for 
individual control of each zone, so we 
installed a system that could use a central 
keypad and/or a smart phone to control 
all zones, as well as quality speakers 
throughout and a NuVo system with a 
networked central server.
W H AT ’S  T H E  A DVA N TAG E  O F  A 

H O M E  AU TO M AT I O N  SYST E M ?  Energy 
savings and convenience with all of the 
home’s systems working together. 
FAVO U R I T E  H O M E  AU D I O  P R O D U CT: 
Networked surround receiver that 
streams music directly from your 
electronic device to high quality speakers.

Continued on page 70

A MARK OF EXCELLENCE

Select a Kohltech door system made with the highest standards 
of craftsmanship and partner it with the perfect hue from the 
extensive palette of contemporary, weather-resistant colours 
from Benjamin Moore.  
Reward yourself. Welcome your family home. Impress the 
neighbours. Come visit us today to recreate your entryway to 
suit your style.

The possibilities are endless.

Make a Grand Entrance...

&

FINE FURNITURE FOR A/V.  
FINE SEATING FOR COMFORT AND STYLE. 
PREMIUM QUALITY, HIGHLY FLEXIBLE, VERY CUSTOMIZABLE AND AVAILABLE  
IN MANY STYLES, MATERIALS, FINISHES, AND PERFORMANCE OPTIONS.

15 Balsam St., Unit 3, Collingwood (Beside Staples) 

www.georgianaudiovideo.com
BOSE - B&W - BRYSTON - ROTEL - SONOS
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Rob Perry
Riverside Custom Cabinets Ltd.
S P EC I A LT Y:  Custom interiors
FAVO U R I T E  P R OJ ECT  TO  DAT E :  Any current 
project becomes the favourite because you are 
working with new clients or designers and they 
all bring different challenges to the table.
W H AT ’S  H OT  I N  K I TC H E N S  FO R  20 1 3 ? 
Clean lines, flat surfaces and natural woods.
FAVO U R I T E  W I N T E R  ACT I V I T Y:  Coaching 
my son’s hockey team. Continued on page 72

Award-Winning Concrete, Shotcrete,
Vinyl, and Fiberglass Pools.

705.726.3403

Book your spring installation 
and receive $1500 

towards upgrades of your choice

BD SGB SKI13 HR.pdf   1   2013-01-10   4:34 PM

EXCEPTIONAL SOUND PRODUCTS,
NO EXCEPTIONS!
B&W, BOSE, BRYSTON, DENON, SONOS, ROTEL

15 Balsam St., Unit 3, Collingwood (Beside Staples) 

www.georgianaudiovideo.com
BOSE - B&W - BRYSTON - ROTEL - SONOS
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Karen James
Ashton’s Blinds Draperies Shutters
S P EC I A LT Y:  Custom window coverings, 
bedding, slipcovers and upholstery
W H AT ’S  T H E  A DVA N TAG E  O F 

CU STO M  W I N D OW  COV E R I N GS? 
Peace of mind. With custom window 
coverings, you know that you are getting 
the ideal solution for your window-
covering needs, that it will fit perfectly 
and that it will look beautiful. 
T E L L  U S  A BO U T  A  FAVO U R I T E 

P R OJ ECT:  A tricky triangular window 
and ceiling line covered beautifully with 
angled linen drapes. 
FAVO U R I T E  P R O D U CT  A N D  W H Y: 
Silhouette by Hunter Douglas. You can 
see through it during the day while 
protecting against heat and UV damage. 
You can maintain full privacy at night and 
it pulls up to completely disappear in the 
window. It can also be motorized!

Continued on page 74

CORINTHIAN
Kitchen & Bath Studio

No obligation quotes • Professional design services
Full kitchen and bath renovation services 

Stone, laminate and solid surface counters
Dining furniture • Linens •  Home décor and accessories 

519-599-2800
1-877-349-2800

Visit our showroom.
99 King St. E., Kings Court Mall, 
Thornbury
www.corinthiankitchens.com

RR#1 Holland Centre, ON

519 794 0018

Mon - Thurs - 7:30am to 5:30pm
Friday - 7:30am to 12:30pm

BUY DIRECT FROM THE SAWMILL!

ALL DECKING MATERIALS
BOARD & BATTEN   POST & BEAM 

WHITE PINE FLOORING   T&G SIDING

High Quality: White Pine, Red Pine, Cedar, Hemlock
1" Boards - 2" Dimension; 4" and 6

SALE - 1"x 8" pine boards 40 cents a linear foot

" Squares

CALL FOR QUOTE

www.moggievalleytimber.com

15 Balsam St., Unit 3, Collingwood (Beside Staples) 

www.georgianaudiovideo.com
BOSE - B&W - BRYSTON - ROTEL - SONOS

IN-CEILING SPEAKERS?
Bowers & Wilkins Custom Install  
Series Speakers offer a number of  
features expected only at much  
higher price points.  

Quality drivers, contoured  
baffles, and precision  
crossover design.  

Bowers & Wilkins CI  
Series deliver smooth,  
detailed sound for around  
the same price as less  
capable off-the-shelf  
contactor designs.

That’s value engineering  
at its best. 

Demand the speakers your  
music was mastered on:

Only at

Come see our 

915 Oxford St. Etobicoke, ON. 416.251.7251     
abacusfurniture.com         

40% OFF Antler Chandeliers

N

E
S

W

abacus North
Showroom

abacusfurniture
Sofas • Leather • Accents • Patio

Custom Solid Hardwood Furnishings

FORTY YEARS 
OF CUSTOM
FURNITURE

Celebrating

*
*See store for details
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Troy Murray
Floorcrafters 
W H AT ’S  YO U R  S P EC I A LT Y?  I’m a tile setter. 
W H AT  D O ES  F LO O R C RA F T E R S  O F F E R  B ES I D ES  F LO O R I N G?  Shower 
glass, granite tops, cultured stone and mirror.
T E L L  U S  A BO U T  T H I S  S H OW E R :  The walls and ceiling of the shower are 
horizontal, silver vein travertine installed in a stacked pattern. We built the 
shower from the ground up using the Schluter System with a custom hand-
shaped concrete base. Caesarstone sills, bench and vanity-top added a nice flair. 
FAVO U R I T E  F LO O R I N G  A N D  W H Y:  Porcelain, it looks great and requires little 
maintenance. It’s a strong wearing floor.
S K I ,  S N OW BOA R D  O R  S N OWS H O E ?  I love to ski! Continued on page 76

Give your cabinets a brand new look 
AFTER

BEFORE

Call for a FREE quote 705.444.5005   www.kitchenpainters.com

without the major expense of a brand new kitchen!
Add custom woodworking and more!
•	 Upper	cabinetry	crown	moulding
•	 Over-counter	light	valances
•	 Granite	and	quartz	countertops
•	 Move	and	add	cabinetry
•	 New	hardware-knobs	and	pulls

We provide a factory sprayed 
premium satin lacquer finish

Repaint • Reface • Save Money

Bedrooms  Buffets & Hutches  Chairs & Rockers  Tables  Home Office

Furniture to match your  
look and needs. 
Let us design and build  
for your home.

A little temptation ...
 from those who spend their lives trying to avoid it.

17 George St, Caledon  519-927-1789
Hwy 6 & 10, Owen Sound  519-376-4434
www.ccharm.com

15 Balsam St., Unit 3, Collingwood (Beside Staples) 

www.georgianaudiovideo.com
BOSE - B&W - BRYSTON - ROTEL - SONOS

EDUCATE YOURSELF BEFORE PRE-WIRING.
WIRELESS SMART HOME PRODUCTS BY APPLE, CONTROL4, LUTRON 
& SONOS MAKE SO MUCH SENSE.  INCREDIBLY COST EFFECTIVE, 
EXPAND OR UPGRADE ANYTIME, SEAMLESS INTEGRATION, 
CONTROL WITH YOUR FAVOURITE TABLET OR SMART PHONE.
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Harvey Parkes
Meaford Carpet & Interiors
S P EC I A LT Y:  All types of floor 
and window coverings, including 
several types of carpets and area 
rugs, vinyl, solid and engineered 
hardwood, laminate, ceramic, 
marble, and natural stone. 
A DV I C E  FO R  H O M EOW N E R S : 
Make sure you deal with 
someone who has experience 
and a storefront operation.
FAVO U R I T E  N EW  P R O D U CT: 
New loose-lay vinyl 
FAVO U R I T E  W I N T E R  M E A L : 
Prime rib of beef Continued on page 78

HANOVER SHOWROOM
805 - 10th STREET

519.506.3228
Mon-Thurs   9:30am to 5:30pm

Fri   9:30am to 8:00pm
Sat & Sun 10:00am to 4:00pm

WROXETER SHOWROOM
R.R.#2 - 43195 AMBERLEY RD

519.335.3228
Mon-Thurs   8:00am to 5:00pm

Fri   8:00am to 9:00pm
Sat & Sun 10:00am to 4:00pm

www.djsfurniture.ca

Collingwood
20 Balsam St. Collingwood 

Across from Canadian Tire, Unit 15 

705.481.SPAS (7727)

arcticspascollingwood.com
Ask us about our maintenance packages.
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James Woodcock
Top Drawer Interiors  
(TDI Construction)
S P EC I A LT Y:  Envisioning 
the potential in a space and 
bringing it to life.
WHAT’S YOUR BACKGROUND? 
A life-long apprenticeship to 
my father, a master carpenter. 
I also have experience as an 
executive chef, which provides 
unique insights for today’s 
better homes.
W H AT ’S  T R E N D I N G  FO R 

STA I R CAS ES?  Clean lines 
and beautiful aesthetics, but 
really there’s great design 
opportunity regardless of home 
styles and owner preferences. 
A N Y  B I G  P L A N S  FO R  20 1 3 ? 
Enjoying my family and a new 
boat on Georgian Bay.  OH

Thornbury Home Hardware Building Centre
Highway 26 East, Thornbury, ON

Phone: 519.599.3624

Proud Supporter 
of Local charities

BVO
BVAA

Renovating & Expanding 
to Serve You Better.

Thornbury, ON  n   519.599.2969

r e d b r i c k g r o u p . c a

Smart wiring and home automation
Whole home audio/video
Hope lighting control systems
Electronic shade and drapery control
Security systems and monitoring

Wired for comfort

BAYLYN CONSTRUCTION LTD.

www.baylynconstruction.com

David Eaton, General Contractor 

david@baylynconstruction.com
t: 705-444-6209  c: 705-443-1910

CUSTOM HOMES & CHALETS
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relaxed living
AT THE BEACH

BY  LAUREL  FORT IN
PHOTOGRAPHY  BY  SANDY  MACKAY

With nine-foot ceilings and generous windows, the bright homes in 
Wasaga Beach’s Stonebridge by the Bay community balance the casual 
atmosphere of the beach with the quality of an exclusive resort. The 353-
unit development of two-storey town homes and bungalow town homes 
has Cape Cod-style exteriors of either board and batten or cedar shakes 
in soft, beach-inspired hues: lake blues, sand beiges and sunset reds. 

“No two blocks are identical,” notes sales representative Margaret 
Byrne. The design evolves as the units are sold. Twelve floor plans and 
exterior designs are available, ranging from 1,100 to 2,300 sq. ft. “Some 
units are suited for the ends and some for the middles,” says Byrne. “Once 
we have the units sold, every block goes back to the architect to draw and 
unify the roof lines and set the colours so that it can all combine.” 
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Proudly developed by Mark Crowe of Stonebridge Building Group, 
the homes are tucked behind the three-year-old Stonebridge Town 
Centre in Wasaga’s east end. Restaurants, shopping and professional 
services such as dentists and hair stylists are all within walking 
distance, not to mention the development’s private pool and waterside 
clubhouse. The Stonebridge community initiated and continues to host 
the annual Wasaga Blues Festival, as well as outdoor jazz on summer 
nights in the on-site music pavilion. Several kilometres of walking trails 
and naturalized space encourage residents to keep active. Part of the 
Stonebridge property has been donated to the town of Wasaga Beach for 
a future public library. 	

Units include standard features such as high efficiency two-stage gas 
furnaces, five-inch baseboards and smooth ceilings. Buyers receive $11,000 
in credits to apply to upgrades of their choice, such as hardwood flooring, 
granite countertops, pot lights and gas fireplaces. “We’re very proud of 
the community,” says Byrne. OH

Your Home.Your Lifestyle.

24 years custom home building experience  x  licensed general contractor  
custom homes, renovations, additions  x  quality workmanship, sound construction

for further details contact Harold Robison at
Bob Armstrong Construction Ltd.
Collingwood  |  Thornbury

Building our house with Harold Robison of Bob Armstrong Construction was a very satisfying experience. 
Harold was extremely communicative through the whole building process and kept the project on schedule 
and on budget. We couldn’t be happier with the end results.   – Bill & Angela Newberry

BobArmstrong_F12.indd   1 12-09-25   2:33 PM

EXTENSIVE REFERENCE LIST
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active getaway
NEAR SHORES
& SLOPES
BY  LAUREL  FORT IN
PHOTOGRAPHY  BY  SANDY  MACKAY

The lane leading to the Silver Glen Preserve winds nearly a 
kilometre through protected forest and wetland. The serene 174-unit 
community west of Collingwood has, since 2009, been enticing residents 
who love their active lives just steps from Georgian Bay, minutes from 
Blue Mountain and with direct access to the Georgian Trail. Silver Glen is 
managed by Sherwood Homes, a division of Reid’s Heritage Homes, 
renowned for its Georgian Meadows and Lora Bay communities in the 
region. With two-storey town homes and bungalow-with-loft town 
homes available in multiple floor plan configurations, the development 
has attracted weekenders and empty nesters alike. 
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“Weekenders want two bathrooms upstairs, for example,” explains 
George Dickson, sales consultant at Silver Glen. “Whereas empty nesters 
like the idea of one large luxury bathroom that they use themselves most 
of the year and share with guests when the kids or friends come to visit.” 
The bungalows are popular with retirees who want to have their main 
living space on one level, with room for guests on the loft level. “The homes 
have the same feel as a large home in the city, with upscale finishes, but 
without the responsibilities,” says Dickson.

While the natural setting might be draw enough, Silver Glen 

offers some of the only Energy Star certified homes in the region. The 
highly-insulated building envelopes mean a quiet, comfortable living 
environment and lower monthly operating costs. With the inclusion of 
upscale interior and exterior home finishes as standard, the bungalows 
have granite counters, a gas fireplace and hardwood in the great room, a 
tiled shower with a bench seat and a frameless glass door in the master en 
suite, and double car garages. All units are equipped with five appliances 
and air conditioning. Silver Glen Preserve is an elegant community with 
an active lifestyle.  OH

Showroom 84 High St, Collingwood, ON

705  444  2100   
georgiandesigncentre.ca

Georgian_W13.indd   1 12-12-18   2:10 PM

Custom Built Homes By Dave Harrington 

705.446.7072  •  www.absolutecraftsmen.ca
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family style
AT THE EDGE

OF TOWN
BY  LAUREL  FORT IN

PHOTOGRAPHY  BY  SANDY  MACKAY

Offering detached homes on lots up to 50 ft. wide, views of the escarpment 
and easy access in and out of town, Grandview Homes’ Mountaincroft 
single family home community in the south end of Collingwood is an inspiring 
neighbourhood to call home. Commuters find it convenient to travel to the 
city and families like the proximity to several local schools. 

With a choice of exteriors in full brick, stone and Cape Cod engineered 
wood siding, or a combination of all, homes have a range of colours reflective 
of the Southern Georgian Bay region – deep blues, hunter greens, regal reds 
and classic earth tones. The streetscapes are cohesive, yet each home is unique.

This is the first community outside of Barrie for Grandview Homes. “Every 
aspect of our new home construction is instilled with the latest building 
technologies, quality materials and trades, strict attention to detail and, 
most of all, pride,” says Marc Cousineau, Director of Sales at Mountaincroft.

Grandview’s contemporary style and traditional elegance considers 
the active family’s needs when designing floor plans – welcoming front 
porches, ample storage, wide foyers and second-floor laundry in some 
cases. Bungalows range from 1,350 to 1,900 sq. ft. and two-storey homes 
range from 1,270 to 3,650 sq. ft. All models have full basements and 
standard features that include rounded drywall corners, California-style 
stucco ceilings and nine-foot ceilings on the main floor.

Interior finishes include quality Kohler fixtures, Mirage hardwood 
flooring, Cheyenne two-panel doors with unique beaded detailing, 
ceramic tile in the foyer, main hall, kitchen, dinette, bathrooms and 
laundry room, soaker tubs in the master en suite, and custom kitchen 
cabinetry. Landscaping packages complete all builds to make each 
Mountaincroft residence feel like home.  OH
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MARKETPLACE To order a listing in MARKETPLACE, contact Simone at 705.888.1959, simone@ourhomesmagazine.com 
or Suzanne at 519.538.4528, suzanne@ourhomesmagazine.com

DAPPLE GRAY
Horse, Hound & Home

facebook.com/ShopDappleGray

404, 10 Keith Ave.  
Cranberry Mews

Collingwood

Antares
Asmar

Black Knight
Cheval

Ece
Hayward

Grand Prix
RJ Classics

Arait
Charles Owen

GPA
Tailored Sportsman

Ogilvy
FITS

Pikeur
and so much more!  

 
Now expanding our Dressage 

 and Eventing offerings!

RONAN REALTY, BROKERAGE

Kristina Tardif
   & Nadene Milnes
                         Sales Representatives

705-422-2350
SERVICE | RESULTS | EXPERTISE | HONESTY | ADVICE | PROFESSIONALISM | UNIQUE MARKETING

COMPLIMENTARY MARKET EVALUATION
Serving All of Simcoe County

Specializing in Residential, Condo & Commercial Real Estate
The Prudential is independently Owned & Operated

BLUE MOUNTAIN
VACUUM CENTRE
Your One Stop Vac Shop

• SALES
• SERVICE
• REPAIR
• INSTALLATIONS 
705.444.1022
176 Hurontario Street, Collingwood
www.bluemountainvacuum.com

Quality is 
timelesswoodwork.com

705.444.2333

Timeless  
Woodwork

ESTATE
RE L

TALK SHOW

WITH HOST

JON MEYER

SATURDAY 8 am
AND REPEATED

SUNDAY 6PM

A SPOTLIGHT ON

REAL ESTATE IN

SOUTHERN

GEORGIAN BAY

www.977theBeach.ca

THE VOICE OF

SOUTH GEORGIAN BAY

Dedicated to Excellence in 
Service and Performance

Serving the
Georgian Triangle

Shades & Shutters

Wood &
Faux-Wood
Blinds

560 First Street, Collingwood - beside M&M Meat Shop

705-444-1469

www.mollymaid.ca

from the Professionals
you can Trust!

Dependable
Cleaning

Contact us today for a free, no-obligation, in-home estimate:

georgianbay@mollymaid.ca

(705) 422-0114
866-629-5396TOLL

FREE

On schedule...At your convenience

705.444.5712
scott@ainger-gna.com

We are your Complete Property Services Company!

- New Homes - 
- Additions - 

- Renovations -

Quality Workmanship  
for over 35 years.

107 Swarthmore Dr.
R.R. 4 Meaford  ON

 519.477.2789
Michael Roach

Contracting Inc.. 

The Area’s Premier Moving Company For Over 45 Years

• home, condo, cottage, office
• ski chalet specialists
• bonded and insured
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Subway Paintable 
Wallpaper from 
Graham & Brown

Woodgrain fabric:  
Cinnabar from  
Robert Allen

Point Blanket 
by The Hudson’s 
Bay Company

Glamwood: 
Nero Tile from 
Stone Tile Inc.

Whether you’re from Canada or not, it’s hard for anyone not to be inspired by the True 
North and its beautiful elements, which we are lucky enough to find in our own backyard, 
the great outdoors.

Here are my three favourite ways to  
incorporate our heritage into our homes.

1. THE USE OF FABRIC: Add Canadian character and charm to your home with the 
simple use of textiles.

Plaid Upholstery: Whether it be gingham, tartan, or tattersall, this popular pattern 
consisting of several crossed horizontal and vertical lines (usually in two or more colours) 
speaks directly to the essence of Canadian settlers. My favourite way to incorporate it in 
décor is with upholstery. I personally prefer it in smaller doses, such as for sofa pillows or 
dining room seats, however a club chair completely covered looks amazing as well. 

Cosy Throws: Curling up on the sofa on a cold winter’s day wouldn’t be the same without 
one of these. Here are my three favourite classics:

 
•	 Point Blanket: It wouldn’t be right if I didn’t start with this iconic blanket by The Bay – this 

wool Point blanket dates back to the 18th century and used to be traded. It continues to 
be a number one seller and is sold exclusively by The Hudson’s Bay Company.

•	 Faux Fur: Fox, mink or coyote – these Canadian creature-mimicked furs can be 
the perfect Canuck-inspired addition to your space for added comfort and even 
luxuriousness.

•	 Matelassé: Meaning quilted, padded or cushioned, and normally referring to hand-
quilted textiles. It is meant to mimic the style of hand-stitched Marseilles, a type of 
quilt made in Provence, France. Incorporating these fabrics into your décor can be 
the subtle hint of pattern and texture you’re looking for.

2. THE USE OF WOOD: Nothing warms up a space quite like the use of natural wood.

Walls: I particularly like walls sheltered in large, real-wood planks. Douglas fir or cedar – 
both known for their distinctive grain patterns and tight knots – are each suitable choices 
when it comes to selecting the type of wood to use. 

Accessories: Dress up the inside or the surrounding area of your fireplace with logs of 
wood – even without the use of fire, this actually does create a feeling of warmth too.

3. THE ADDITION OF ANTIQUES: If the northern vibe is the look, an old piece of 
Canadian history is most definitely calling. Usually an item made of wood, such as an 
old sled, pair of skis or a rocking chair will feel the most rustic and true to the heritage. 

My tips for antique hunting:
•	 Do your research before heading out – know what you are looking for.
•	 Bring with you a magnifying glass to check for dates, signatures, imperfections.
•	 Touch, smell and handle the piece. Get familiar with what you’re looking to buy 

before you buy it. If you have any doubts, don’t be afraid to ask questions. OH

Canadian Colour Scheme 
(Benjamin Moore)

2092-30 Boston Brick 

509 Cypress Green

CC-90 Natural Linen

d e c o r a t i n g

If you’re looking for 
another option next to 
the real thing, there 
are many imposter 
materials that mimic 
the natural look and 
feel of wood.

COMPLETELY 
CANADIAN

BY  YAN IC  S IMARD

C U S T O M  C A B I N E T S  L T D.  

Attention to detail.
It’s the little things that count. 

519-599-2495
riversidecustomcabinets.ca

Kitchens   •   Vanities   •   Media Units  •   Fireplaces
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“Flooring our community
one family at a time”

King’s Court, Thornbury  .  www.floorcrafters.ca  .  519.599.5055

HARDWOOD  .  NATURAL STONE  .  GRANITE  .  FRAMELESS GLASS

NOBLE INSURANCE 
A new year brings with 

it resolutions and promises, 
some kept while others are 
lost in the shuffle of our busy 
everyday lives. At Noble 
Insurance, we pride ourselves 
as your insurance specialists; 
being able to review your 
insurance requirements on 
an annual basis assists us to be certain you will be covered when 
you experience a loss. For example, there are some perils within 
your policy wordings which may limit, or exclude coverage all 
together. You should be sure the rebuilding value of your home 
is up-to-date for example, and any renovations or additions have 
been included in the valuation process. A review of this evaluation 
should be done at a minimum every five years. If you have jewelry 
or specific listed items, it may be time to provide your insurance 
company with an up-dated appraisal. Don’t underestimate the 
value of your home or contents. We would be happy to provide 
more information. Happy New Year!
Please call, email, or check out our website at  
www.nobleins.on.ca (Please see ad on page 21) 

HOME AWAY FROM HOME –
YEAR ROUND AT THE ADMIRAL COLLINGWOOD PLACE 

Charis Developments invites you to get the most enjoyment 
out of your precious leisure time and choose The Admiral 
Collingwood Place for your weekend or second home. This 
intimate condominium delivers an enviable location in downtown 
Collingwood, in walking distance to everything, and minutes 
to Ontario’s best skiing, 
excellent golf and on-water 
activities. 

You’ll find the suites in 
The Admiral are designed 
for living. Open-concept 
floorplans are spacious and  
finishes are top quality and 
include granite or quartz 
countertops; engineered hardwood; and premium stainless steel 
kitchen appliances. Suite balconies extend living space with the 
outdoors and offer beautiful views of the surrounding landscape. 
A further benefit to buying new is the peace of mind provided by 
Tarion Warranty coverage.

If you love the idea of no outdoor maintenance, a dry and secure 
parking space and the comfort of simply locking the door when you 
aren’t in residence knowing that your home is being maintained, 
then The Admiral Collingwood Place is an excellent choice for your 
new vacation or second home. Visit the Presentation Centre to 
see a scale model replica; kitchen and bathroom model vignettes 
and discover spectacular winter savings and incentives on suites 
priced from $219,900!

Call or email to book in today. 
290 Hurontario Street, Suite 105 in Collingwood 
Call 705.445.8885 or visit: theadmiralcondos.com
(Please see ad on page 39)

ROBINSON’S PAINT AND WALLPAPER –  
A LITTLE MOORE PAINT MAKES A BIG DIFFERENCE

That’s the headline on a 50-year old advertisement for Benjamin 
Moore paints that we can show you 
at the store. It’s proof that during 
the 50 years that Robinson’s Paint 
and Wallpaper has been here in 
Collingwood, homeowners have 
expressed themselves by bringing 
colour into their lives.  

Back then, a younger generation 
was  rebe l l ing  aga inst  long-
established traditions. Everything 
– fashion, music, as well as home decor – became more dynamic, 
graphic and colourful. Green, gold, orange and yellow were very 
popular and could be found everywhere. The more vibrant the hue, 
the more popular it was. Psychedelic colours created maximum 
impact. Fuchsia pink side-by-side with tangerine? Yes!!! New materials 
appeared: vinyl wallpapers, with bold patterns combining metal tones 
with black and white graphics. 

Today, the colours are more neutral and I think homeowners 
have a stronger sense of design – creating looks that flow and work 
with every room of the house. But it’s still paint that puts the magic 
of colour to work.  

We have been selling Benjamin Moore colours for 50 years now. 
A few years ago we widened our colour selection by adding C2 Paint 
to our shelves. As we begin our 50th Anniversary year, be sure to 
drop in to help us celebrate.   
129 Hurontario Street, Collingwood
705.445.0601 • www.robinsonspaint.ca  
(Please see ad on page 23)

MARION’S HAIR STUDIO & SPA –
AVEDA FACE, BODY & HAIR PRODUCTS 

Marion’s Hair Studio & Spa brings a calm and tranquil experience 
to your Aveda spa escape located in downtown Thornbury. 
Surrounded by aromas to relax you, skilled aestheticians to 

transform your skin, and professional 
hairstylists to enhance and express 
your personal image, your time with 
us will be extraordinary. Our warm 
and welcoming staff will assist you 
in booking services to suit your 
every need; from a soul soothing 
Caribbean Therapy body wrap to our 
most luxurious facial. Our stylists will 
provide you with premium hair colour 

services along with expert cutting techniques all while using the 
intelligent hair and body care products that Aveda offers. Aveda’s 
pure plant-based products, and strong social and environmental 
integrity are what sets our hair studio and spa apart. Follow us 
on Facebook for monthly Spa specials, and promotions as we 
expand our spa service menu. We look forward to seeing you this 
ski season.

Call or email to book in today. 
519.599.7072 • 33 Bruce St. Thornbury, Ontario
marionshairstudio@bellnet.ca
(Please see ad on page 113)

A MISCELLANY OF THE NEW,  
NEAT, UNIQUE, AND FABULOUS IN 

SOUTHERN GEORGIAN BAY

OUR HOMES SPECIAL ADVERTISING FEATURE 

>> SOURCE IT

Continued on page 96
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SAVE 
UP TO

50%
on blinds!

CHARTWELL – REST, RELAX & RECOVER PROGRAM 
Our  guest  stays  are 

designed to offer short-
term, flexible retirement 
accommodation tailored to 
your needs.

Talk to us about booking 
a stay if you:

• are recovering from 
surgery, a hospital stay, 
illness or fall

• feel isolated, lonely or apprehensive when your family 
members are away

• need a respite break from taking care of a loved one, or
• you’d like to try retirement living before making a commitment
Join us for a personal visit to discuss your options and the 

services available.
Let’s Create A Stay To Suit Your Needs!
• 3 Nutritious meals daily
• Physio/excercise
• Laundry service
• Medication administration/monitoring
• Shower/bathing assistance
• Support with activities of daily living
• 24-hour emergency life safety services
• Room service
• Variety of activity programs are offered for your enjoyment
• Outings provided by our Chartwell van
Call today to begin customizing your lifestyle!

705.444.6431 • www.chartwellreit.ca
(Please see ad on page 32)

VILLAGE BUILDERS INC. 
INSPIRING INTERIOR DESIGNS 

We know the finishing details are as important to you as the 
strong foundation of your home. That’s why at Village Builders, we 
have a full-time interior designer who can help design or redesign 
your interior space. Whether a home renovation or custom build – 
or if you simply want to update a room’s look – designer Lejla Eden 
can help you visualize your finished result and source the details to 
bring it all together. 

One recent project 
s a w  L e j l a  u p d a t e  a 
master suite by replacing 
a closet with built- in 
drawers and doors, adding a cabinet and window seat for storage, 
plus a custom makeup vanity with a large mirror to reflect light into 
the room. Pot lights, sconces, crown moulding, paint, hardwood, an 
area rug and vanity chair complete the look, with new insulation 
and surround sound wiring behind the scenes so that the space 
really works. See the transformation in our ad on page 4. 
Find other inspiring ideas: www.villagebuilders.ca 
Drop into our office showroom: 
3 Caroline Street East, Creemore
Call us to talk about your plans: 705.466.3202
(Please see ad on page 4)

RED BRICK GROUP INC. –
SIMPLE FUNCTIONALITY TO WHOLE HOME 
AUTOMATION. WIRED FOR COMFORT.

Imagine coming home and pressing a single 
button to disarm the security system and create 
a pathway of lights into your home. Instead of an 
unsightly bank of light switches on your wall there is 
a simple, attractive keypad that allows you to switch 
lights that are logically grouped together, open/close 
window coverings, manage music throughout your 
home, and perhaps best of all, turn off all the lights 
and lower your shades when you press the ‘goodnight’ button.

Access your home and manage your systems with your iPod 
or iPad, or remotely through the Internet. Controls for lighting, 
shades and drapery, whole home music, distributed video, and 
home theatres can all be integrated or stand alone. Your home 
system control need no longer be complicated and require regular 
service calls – Red Brick Group’s user friendly systems keep you 
easily in control.

Whether you are building or renovating, call Red Brick Group 
for the Property Solution for you and your home. The friendly 
and professional team at Red Brick looks forward to meeting with 
you to discuss your specific needs and to providing the personal 
attention you desire with a convenient, functional and easy to use 
system. For design, installation, integration and attention, contact 
Red Brick Group Inc, based in Thornbury since 2005.
Thornbury • 519.599.2969 • redbrickgroup.ca
(Please see ad on page 79)

BLUE DIAMOND POOLS & LANDSCAPING
Mark Nunn and Chase Mariano, Owners of Blue Diamond 

Pools & Landscaping, Barrie’s only concrete, shot crete, vinyl and 
Fiberglass pool builder, were excited to bring home another Pool 
& Hot Tub Council of Canada ‘2012 Design & Construction Award’ 
in the ‘Outdoor Concrete Pool’ category. They have won numerous 
awards over the years but this one was extra special with their 

10th season coming up in 
2013. The latest awarded 
build is located in Maple 
and took their  team 3 
months to design, build 
and complete. The fully 
automated concrete pool 
consists of natural stone 
features, coping, curved 

stone walk-in pool stairs and a 10 inch deep tanning ledge alongside 
a 10 ton stone waterfall. The waterfall feature starts below the 
water line and pumps almost 300 gallons of pool water per minute 
creating an unbelievably relaxing atmosphere. It is fully controlled 
by remote or smartphone which allows for adjustments to pool 
temperature, waterfall and light features and audio surround 
sound all from the comfort of poolside lounge chairs. The build 
also included full back yard landscaping with tiered stone walls, a 
15 ft. custom hand-built stone fireplace, raised patios, and beautiful 
gardens throughout along with mosaic glass waterline tile and 
shark skin grey quartz marblelite pool finish.
705.726.3403 • info@bluediamondpools.ca
www.bluediamondpools.ca (Please see ad on page 71)

A MISCELLANY OF THE NEW,  
NEAT, UNIQUE, AND FABULOUS IN 

SOUTHERN GEORGIAN BAY

OUR HOMES SPECIAL ADVERTISING FEATURE 

>> SOURCE IT
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The owners of a 3,600 sq. ft., handcrafted log home at 
the base of the mountain at Craigleith Ski Club felt just 
that in 2010 while their home was being constructed. 
Taking less than a year from start to finish, the log 
structure popped up on their lot in a single day, once 
the handcrafting process had finalized the precise 
placement of each log. The main f loor was quickly 
topped off with a Hybrid Building System second storey 
and roof, finished with Synergy insulated panels – both 
prefabricated in the Legendary Logcrafters’ workshop. 
Installation of the entire structure took less than a week. 

“We’ve been skiing up here for close to 20 years 
and when we were ready to build a chalet, we were 
drawn to the style of a log home,” say the homeowners, 
a professional couple from Toronto. “We had had some 
initial contact with Legendary 10 years ago when 
we first started thinking about building. We were 
impressed with how hands-on the owner, Milan Smeh 
was and how involved in the process he was, start 
to finish. So when we were finally ready to go about 
building, the decision was easy – we knew that they 
were local and built with quality.”

The anticipation that builds after seeing your home’s log walls 
stacked one upon the next and the ends dovetailed neatly together 
in the yard at Legendary Logcrafters Ltd. is a little like picking 
up your ski pass before the snow flies: you know what’s around 
the corner and you can hardly wait.

DOVETAILING
BY  LAUREL  FORT IN  //  PHOTOGRAPHY  BY  SANDY  MACKAY

STYLED  BY  ANDREA  RAMAC I ER I

Continued on page 100

The living room is bright and 
colourful with lots of natural light, 
red accents and a stunning painting 
from the Loft Gallery in Thornbury. 
All flower arrangements were 
supplied by Paperwhite Flowers. 
OPPOSITE: Once the handcrafting 
and prefabrication processes were 
completed, the installation of this 
custom log home took less than a 
week! The second storey features 
Legendary Logcrafters’ Hybrid 
Building System.
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The homeowners opted to build with Legendary’s premier dovetail 
log profile that uses sustainably forested, eastern white pine logs that 
are 10 inches thick and up to 40 feet long. Dovetail log homes are very 
traditional with logs flattened on two sides – an aesthetic that appealed 
to the homeowners. The edges of each log are shaped by hand with a 
drawknife. The logs are then stacked and fitted together at the corners 
with a secure dovetail joint. The space between each log course is filled 
with a long-lasting, contemporary latex-based chinking that expands 
and contracts as the logs settle – giving the log home its traditional look.

“The exterior of the log walls are adzed by hand, as are some interior 
details such as the fireplace mantel, leaving a textured surface,” says 
Sandra Smart, office manager at Legendary Logcrafters. Throughout 
its homes, Legendary also offers a choice of handcrafted timber accents, 
such as king post trusses to enhance a cathedral ceiling or exterior roof 

peak, porch or deck. Insulated roof panels are prefabricated with factory 
finished tongue-and-groove pine on the interior surface. They work with 
Legendary’s heavy timber roof system. “Once they are installed, you have 
a finished interior cathedral ceiling.”

“We have three grown children, and we wanted three separate spaces 
in the house so we could eventually host several different families here and 
offer them privacy,” says the homeowner. In consultation with Legendary, 
the owners drew their own floor plan and had drawings drafted by 
Jasper Design. In addition to the main three-bedroom house, which 
includes the great room and kitchen, they designed a one-bedroom private 
suite over the garage and three bedrooms in the basement that can be 
accessed by the basement door. “It’s nice for guests to have a fridge and 
the ability to make their own coffee and tea in the morning. Then you can 
get together when you want.” Continued on page 102

LEFT: A huge gourmet kitchen with 
oversized island, high-end appliances 
and wet bar, makes entertaining 
a breeze. ABOVE: The cabinetry 
colour was matched to the chinking 
that fills the space between the 
logs – tying the kitchen in with 
the rest of the open living area. 
RIGHT: Entertaining essentials – a 
cheeseboard from Dags & Willow and 
a fondue set – continue the theme of 
red accents.
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The owners hired general contractor Ralph Spadafora, recommended 
by Legendary, to finish the home. For balance, a combination of stone 
and iron was used with the wood. “We used black window frames and 
banisters in metal and wood,” says the owner. Stone tiles line the foyer 
and side entries. The deck entry features stone leading from the door 
to around the fireplace in the great room (Masonal Stone, installed by 
Rossco Stone Design). 

The kitchen offers a striking contrast to the rest of the main living 
area. The homeowners knew the cabinet style they wanted and matched 
the warm grey chinking colour to the cabinets, tying the open space 
together. The massive island is topped with a single piece of granite, 
approximately 15 by 10 feet, with a corresponding slab on the counters 
around the perimeter of the room.

“We found a great sectional sofa for the recreation room at Terase 
in Thornbury,” says the homeowner. “I told the saleswoman that I 
was looking for a metal bed for our master bedroom and she said we 
really needed to see Skot Lawrence of Desiron Custom Metal in 
Clarksburg. We met him at his workshop and, as it turned out, we 
commissioned him to create not only our bed but a huge coffee table 
and dining room table and chairs. He works very collaboratively with 
people – he’s an artist and good with proportions and suggestions. 
We’re now working with him on a design for an entertainment cabinet 
for the great room.” Continued on page 104

OPPOSITE TOP: The kitchen opens 
to a dining space and living room, 
where a king post truss mirrors 
the huge wall-to-wall window and 
accents the cathedral ceiling. 
OPPOSITE BOTTOM: A heavy, 
bright red door with black trim 
provides a striking contrast to the 
wood logs at the front entranceway. 
ABOVE: The master bedroom 
features a cosy sitting area with 
gas fireplace (Chantico Fireplace 
Gallery) and mountain views. TOP 
RIGHT: A large glassed-in shower 
provides contemporary convenience 
while a claw-foot tub offers 
traditional comfort in the master 
en suite. RIGHT: Skot Lawrence 
of Desiron Custom Metal designed 
the homeowners’ bed frame, and 
several other furniture pieces 
throughout the home.
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The master bedroom suite features a walkout to the yard and a gas 
fireplace (Chantico Fireplace Gallery). The en suite offers an invigorating 
walk-in steam shower and a double vanity. Opposite the en suite is a large 
closet with built-in cedar shelving by McMillan Millwork & Joinery. 

On the upper level, the plank flooring in the hall and bedrooms doubles 
as the ceiling of the kitchen below. The main house includes two lovely 
bedrooms, a small TV room and a large bathroom with beautiful graphic 
mosaic tile floors and a glass shower. A crossover leads to a suite with a 
kitchenette above the garage, offering a private space for family and guests. 

On the lower level, a separate entrance allows guests to filter 
downstairs to three bedrooms, two of which feature double sets of log bunk 
beds. A recreation room with a bar and wine cellar provides opportunities 
to entertain and relax. Down the wide hall is an exercise room complete 
with ski training machine and SaunaRay sauna. Continued on page 106

The basement rec room is fun for all 
ages, encompassing a wet bar, wine 
cellar, games table and big screen TV 
with a comfy viewing area. BELOW 
LEFT: A mudroom was a must for this 
active family. BELOW RIGHT: Guests  
are offered the ultimate luxury with  
a SaunaRay sauna and steam shower.

See a sample of our listings  
on page 59 of this publication. 

RPL Steve&Marla_Ski13_rev.indd   1 13-01-21   9:21 AM
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With over 20 years of experience in log home building, Milan Smeh’s 
Legendary Logcrafters has provided handcrafted quality to homes 
across Southern Georgian Bay, Canada, the United States and Asia. The 
combination of handcrafted log walls, Hybrid Building System wall panels 
and Synergy insulated roof panels have made the log-home lifestyle a true 
alternative for building. The homeowner fondly remembers “watching 
the huge crane lifting the logs into place and Milan with his big wooden 
mallet standing on top as they go up, pounding all the joints. There’s 
nothing quite like it.”  OH

SOURCE GUIDE

Air Star Mechanical, At Home Interiors, Baymount Plumbing 

Ltd., Bill Brown Woodworking & Building Supplies Ltd., Brights 

Gallery, Burt’s Roofing, C.C. Tatham & Associates Ltd., Chantico 

Fireplace Gallery, Clearlite Electric, Clearview Nursery Ltd., CRS 

Collingwood, Dags & Willow Fine Cheese and Gourmet Shop, 

Desiron Custom Metal, Farrow AV Design Inc., Foley’s Furniture, 

G. Lawrence Enterprises, Georgian Audio Video, Gorilla Gutters, 

Hamilton Bros. Building & Farm Supplies Ltd., Huronia Alarms, 

Jasper Designs, John Martin, Legendary Logcrafters Ltd., Loft 

Gallery, M&K Painting, McMillan Millwork & Joinery, Paperwhite 

Flowers, Ralph Spadafora General Contracting, Robinson’s Paint 

& Wallpaper, Rona Cashway Collingwood, Rossco Stone Design, 

Salnek’s Custom Window Treatments, Terase, Van Allan Design 

Centre, Van Dolder’s Home Team, Inc.

The home’s upper level houses two warm, 
welcoming spare bedrooms, each with rocking 
chairs and vintage Craigleith ski posters from 
At Home Interiors in Collingwood. The trio 
of metal art above the bed is from Van Allan 
Design Centre in Craigleith.

FABULOUS FLOWERS
WEDDING PLANNING • TABLESCAPING

CUSTOM FRAMING

T: 519.599.6606
15 BRUCE STREET SOUTH

THORNBURY, ON

info@paperwhiteflowers.ca
paperwhiteflowers.ca

416.944.2898 ext 202 
brad@abbottdesign.ca 
www.abbottdesign.ca

building design            site planning            interior design

Abbott_W13.indd   1 13-01-16   3:21 PM

This chic Canadian made sofa is  
a great addition to any cabin.  

Choose from a thousand fabrics to make it your own.  
Sit back and enjoy your weekend home.

Welcome to
the weekend.
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705-790-4072
stan_voutier@hotmail.com 

swinginhammers.com

Stan Voutier

Growing up in small town, Port Maitland, Nova Scotia, I 
helped my Dad build our family home at the age of 11. After 
graduating from Acadia University, I moved to Ontario and 
worked as a site foreman for one of Canada’s largest home 
builders. As a tradesman, I’ve worked overseas to help rebuild 
several communities affected by natural disasters. As a 
licensed recovery diver, I’ve also lent my services to Grenada 
after Hurricane Ivan and Thailand after the 2004 tsunami.  
I’m also a freemason and a part-time fire fighter.

Home Building  
& Improvement

Visit us online or call today for a quote.  
And remember... 

there’s no job too BIG or too small.

We don’t just meet expectations. 
 ...we exceed them.
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Continued on page 110

OUR HOMES attracts the area’s finest businesses to advertise in our pages. Since our first issue, more than 400 companies have 
utilized our unparalleled distribution and coffee-table appeal to market their products and services. Now we’re making it easier than 
ever for you, our readers, to become educated as you plan your home- and real estate-related purchasing decisions. The listings below 
are organized alphabetically by industry.

ANTIQUES
PR ANTIQUE PRODUCTS Page 93

ART/ARTISANS/ART GALLERIES, 
STUDIOS & WORKSHOPS
RED CANOE GALLERY Page 55

AUDIO VIDEO/HOME AUTOMATION
GEORGIAN AUDIO VIDEO Page 65, 67, 69, 71, 73, 75
HOME BUTTONS ELECTRONIC SYSTEMS  
	 Page 91
HURONIA ALARMS Page 41
RED BRICK GROUP Page 79

BUILDERS
A.M. CONTRACTING Page 69
ABSOLUTE CRAFTSMEN LTD. Page 87
BAYLYN CONSTRUCTION Page 79
BLACK TUSK DEVELOPMENT GROUP Page 35
BLAKE FARROW PROJECT  
	 MANAGEMENT Page 53
BOB ARMSTRONG CONSTRUCTION Page 83
CARTER ALLEN Page 54
ELGAARD CONSTRUCTION Page 75
L. PATTEN & SONS LTD. Page 55
LEGENDARY LOGCRAFTERS Page 93
MICHAEL ROACH CONTRACTING INC. Page 91
PARAGON CARPENTRY Page 26
PATRICK B. COULTER & ASSOCIATES INC.  
	 Page 40
PORTER SKELTON & ASSOCIATES Page 65
SCOTBUILD Page 115
SOLCORP DEVELOPMENTS Page 31
VALLEYVIEW CONSTRUCTION Page 32
VILLAGE BUILDERS Page 4

BUILDING/LANDSCAPE SUPPLIES
KNIGHTS’ HOME BUILDING CENTRE Page 69
MOGGIE VALLEY Page 73
THORNBURY HOME HARDWARE Page 79

CABINETS & MILLWORK/ 
WOODWORKING/CUSTOM  
FURNITURE
JTI DESIGN Page 55
PIONEER HANDCRAFT FURNITURE Page 91
RIVERSIDE CUSTOM CABINETS LTD Page 93
TIMELESS WOODWORK Page 91

CLEANING
AINGER ENTERPRISES Page 90
MOLLY MAID GEORGIAN BAY Page 90
THE CARETAKERS HOUSEKEEPING  
	 SERVICES Page 109
THE CLEANING BEES Page 91

COUNTERTOPS/GRANITE  
& STONE
DI PIETRA DESIGN Page 33
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GEORGIAN CUSTOM DÉCOR Page 93

FINANCIAL/INSURANCE/MORTGAGE
NOBLE INSURANCE Page 21

FIREPLACES & STOVES
CHANTICO FIREPLACE GALLERY Page 14

FLOORING, STAIRS & TRIM
BARRIE TRIM Page 11
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FURNITURE & APPLIANCES
FOLEY’S FURNITURE Page 40
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	 FURNITURE & APPLIANCES Page 95

GARAGE DOORS
WINSER DOORS Page 34
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FLORISTS 
PAPERWHITE Page 107
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NORTHERN HEATING & VENTILATION  
	 Page 77
RELIANCE YANCH HEATING &  
	 AIR CONDITIONING Page 60

HEALTH & BEAUTY/WELLNESS
MARION’S HAIR SALON Page 113
RITUALS MEDICAL & DAY SPA Page 97

HEATING & COOLING
NORTHERN HEATING & VENTILATION  
	 Page 77
RELIANCE YANCH HEATING &  
	 AIR CONDITIONING Page 60

HOME DÉCOR & FURNITURE
ABACUS FURNITURE DESIGN Page 73
ADORN II BOUTIQUE Page 22
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C&G SOLID WOOD FURNITURE Page 22
CHERCHÉ HOUSE OF DESIGN Page 67

OUR HOMES is committed to ensuring the businesses above appear under the correct headings. To make a correction, or to have 
your business listed under more than one heading, please email us at publisher@ourhomesmagazine.com. To have your business listed 
in our Home Resource Directory, call us to advertise at 705-445-5065.



 
1-800-693-2233 • www.kaonfurniture.ca

7446 County Rd. 91, Stayner, ON.

We handcraft solid wood bedroom 
furniture. Custom built to satisfy your needs. 

We also have the best prices on mattresses 
around. Don’t believe us? Give us a call!

  Shelves • Mattresses • Futons • Bunk Beds • Beds • Dressers • 

“Three generations,  
plowing snow since 1977”

36 YEARS IN THE BUSINESS

519.377.4754

Insulating 
air pockets.

Inspiring design.Energy Wise
Manufacturer’s Rebate

Min.

$100
Up to 50% of a home’s heating and cooling energy 
is lost through its windows. 

With the ‘honeycomb-within-a-honeycomb’ 
construction and three insulating air pockets, 
Duette® Architella® honeycomb shades increase 
energy effi ciency. 

Purchase three Duette® Architella® honeycomb 
shades between January 1st and April 30th, 2013 
and you’ll receive a $100 manufacturer’s rebate. 

Also, purchase any number of additional Duette® 
Architella® honeycomb shades and you’ll receive 
an extra $25 for each.

Call Cindy Gardiner at 519-376-4104           decordesign.ca

“You are walking 
on our reputation” 

NORTHLAND
CUSTOM FLOORING INC
NORTHLAND
CUSTOM FLOORING INC

705.429.7543
info@northlandcustomflooring.ca • www.northlandcustomflooring.ca

Specializing In... Dust Free RefinishingSpecializing In... Dust Free Refinishing
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MASONRY & STONEWORK
HACKSTONE LANDSCAPES Page 31

MEDIA
BAYSHORE BROADCASTING Page 90

MOVING & STORAGE
JOHN THOMPSON MOVERS Page 90
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ADMIRAL COLLINGWOOD PLACE Page 39
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GRANDVIEW HOMES Page 3
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SHERWOOD HOMES – SILVER GLEN Page 27
WINDFALL AT BLUE Page 19
WINDROSE ESTATES Page 13

OUTDOOR FURNITURE 
ABACUS FURNITURE DESIGN Page 73

PAINTING & DECORATING
KNIGHTS’ HOME BUILDING CENTRE Page 69
ROBINSON’S PAINT & WALLPAPER Page 23

PLANNING & PROJECT 
MANAGEMENT 
LOFT PLANNING – KRISTINE A. LOFT Page 55

POOLS, SPAS, HOT TUBS & SAUNAS
ARCTIC SPAS COLLINGWOOD Page 77
BLUE DIAMOND P0OLS & LANDSCAPING  
	 Page 71

PROMOTIONAL PRODUCTS
SOUTH PAW CANADA Page 91

PROPERTY MAINTENANCE 
AINGER ENTERPRISES Page 90

REAL ESTATE
CENTURY 21 OFFORD REALTY  
	 – KEVIN WOOLHAM Page 2
CHESTNUT PARK – THE MOVIE GALS Page 7
CLAIRWOOD REALTY – EMMA BAKER,  
	 KAREN POSHTAR, SHERRY RIOUX Page 51

PRUDENTIAL RONAN REALTY – KRISTINA  
	 TARDIF, NADENE MILNES Page 91
RE/MAX FOUR SEASONS REALTY LIMITED 	
	 – DOUG GILLIS Page 8
RE/MAX FOUR SEASONS REALTY LIMITED 	
	 – BRAD WILLIAMS Page 5
ROYAL LEPAGE LOCATIONS NORTH  
	 REALTY Page 58, 59, 61, 105
ROYAL LEPAGE LOCATIONS NORTH  
	 REALTY – STEVE & MARLA SIMON Page 105 

RESTORATION SPECIALISTS
BLUEWATER PRO TEAM Page 12

RETIREMENT RESIDENCES/ 
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CHARTWELL SELECT Page 32

ROOFING
AINGER ENTERPRISES Page 90

SECURITY, LOCK & KEY
HOME BUTTONS ELECTRONIC SYSTEMS  
	 Page 91
HURONIA ALARMS Page 41

SNOW REMOVAL
AINGER ENTERPRISES Page 90
PALLISTER SNOW REMOVAL Page 111

SPECIAL ASSOCIATIONS
THORNBURY BUILDERS & TRADES 
	 ASSCOCIATION Page 54 

VACUUMS
BLUE MOUNTAIN VACUUM Page 90 

WINDOW FASHIONS
ASHTON’S BLINDS.DRAPERIES.SHUTTERS  
	 Page 95
DÉCOR DESIGN Page 111
GEORGIAN CUSTOM DÉCOR Page 93
MEAFORD CARPET & INTERIORS Page 97
SHADES & SHUTTERS Page 91

WINDOWS & DOORS
BARRIE TRIM Page 11
CEDARPORT WINDOW & DOOR  
	 CENTRE INC. Page 9
KNIGHTS’ HOME BUILDING CENTRE Page 69
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CORINTHIAN KITCHEN & BATH STUDIO 
	 Page 73
COUNTRY CHARM Page 75
DJ’S FURNITURE Page 77
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GEORGIAN DESIGN CENTRE Page 87
HABITAT INTERIORS INC. Page 18
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MACDONALD’S BRANDSOURCE  
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PINETIQUES Page 67
THE RUSTY STAR Page 83
VAN ALLAN DESIGN CENTRE Page 107
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ELGAARD CONSTRUCTION Page 75
KITCHEN PAINTERS Page 75
KNIGHTS’ HOME BUILDING CENTRE Page 69
SWINGIN HAMMERS Page 109
TOP DRAWER INTERIORS Page 77

KITCHEN & BATH
CORINTHIAN KITCHEN & BATH STUDIO  
	 Page 73
GEORGIAN DESIGN CENTRE Page 87
KITCHEN PAINTERS Page 75
KNIGHTS’ HOME BUILDING CENTRE Page 69
RIVERSIDE CUSTOM CABINETS LTD Page 93 

LANDSCAPING/LAWN & GARDEN
AINGER ENTERPRISES Page 90
BELMONT LANDSCAPING & DESIGN Page 25
BLUE DIAMOND P0OLS & LANDSCAPING  
	 Page 71
GARDENS OF PRESTIGE Page 83
GORDON J. LEECE LANDSCAPES 
	 & GARDENS Page 67
HACKSTONE LANDSCAPES Page 31
ROCKSOLID LANDSCAPES Page 10
THE LANDMARK GROUP Page 17
VOGEL LANDSCAPE DESIGN & 
	 CONSULTING GROUP Page 97
ZENG LANDSCAPING Page 54

LIGHTING
GEORGIAN DESIGN CENTRE Page 87
VAN ALLAN DESIGN CENTRE Page 107
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Whether for a 
cosy lunch on 
a blustery day, 

a DIY after-school snack for 
bottomless teens, or a last-
minute dinner for busy nights, 
grilled cheese is the ultimate 
go-to food. And, there’s the 
comforting nostalgia factor 
– who didn’t grow up eating 
these simple, yet perfectly 
satisfying sandwiches?

These days, grilled cheese 
is enjoying its day in the 
limelight. Restaurants are 
springing up across the 

country, dedicated solely to serving gourmet versions of these humble sandwiches. 
High-end bistros everywhere are guaranteed to have a cheesy sammie on their menu. 
Even cookbooks featuring only grilled cheese are published.

What lends the grilled cheese sandwich to these gourmet adaptations is its 
versatility. While processed cheese slices and white bread work in a pinch – or for 
everyday enjoyment – playing with the variety of cheese, artisanal breads and the 
addition of meats and veggies takes a plain old grilled cheese to grand heights.

To help you liven up your grilled cheese, here’s an epicurean delight, sure to please, 
and some tips for making the perfect grilled cheese, no matter the filling.

AGED GOUDA GRILLED CHEESE WITH
CARAMELIZED ONIONS AND BACON (Makes 2 sandwiches)

online For the OUR HOMES staff’s favourite grilled cheese recipes,  
visit www.ourhomesmagazine.com/grilledcheese 

GLORIOUS   grilled cheese
7 TIPS FOR THE BEST 
GRILLED CHEESE EVER

1. Choose your cheese wisely. The best 

grilled cheese sandwiches combine 

at least two different types of cheese 

– one for its flavour profile, the other 

for its melting properties. For flavour, 

consider  aged cheeses,  smoked 

cheeses, parmesan or blue cheese. Best 

melting cheeses include mozzarella, 

fontina, cheddar or provolone.

2. Grate instead of slice. Grated cheese 

allows you to cover the surface of the 

bread more evenly. And the cheese 

melts quicker, so the bread doesn’t 

scorch while you wait for gooey cheese.

3. Consider the bread to cheese ratio. 

There is nothing more disappointing 

than bit ing into a gri l led cheese 

sandwich and having to literally search 

for the cheese. To avoid this, slice your 

bread no thicker than 1/2-inch thick and 

pack in the cheese!

4. Use a non-stick pan. This ensures 

that not only does the bread not stick 

to the pan – making the flip easy – but 

those bits of crunchy melted cheese 

also don’t stick. And I think we can all 

agree that those crispy bits are one 

of the best parts of the grilled cheese 

sandwich experience!

5. Medium heat is the way to cook your 

grilled cheese. Too high, and the bread 

burns before the cheese melts – too low, 

and you’ll wait forever for the sandwich.

6. Use a lid. Cover the skillet while the 

grilled cheese cooks. This gives the 

cheese a chance to get ooey-gooey 

before the bread chars.

7. Don’t shy away from condiments. 

Of course, there is always ketchup. 

But pickles (bread & butter or dill), 

mustard, mayonnaise, sauerkraut, 

olives, cranberry chutney and roasted 

vegetables are just a handful of other 

condiments that will feel right at home 

alongside your sandwich.  OH

•	 CARAMELIZED ONIONS: Melt butter in small 
saucepan over medium heat. Add onion, salt, 
pepper and sugar. Reduce heat to medium-low 
and cook, stirring occasionally, until tender 
and golden, about 15 minutes. Set aside.

•	 Meanwhile, in large skillet, cook bacon over 
medium heat, turning once, until crisp and 
golden, 8 to 10 minutes. Transfer to paper 
towel-lined plate and set aside.

•	 Butter one side of each slice of bread. Spread 
mustard on the other side of each slice of 
bread. Arrange the cheese, onions and bacon 
on two slices of bread (on the mustard side) 
– sandwich with remaining bread.

•	 In large non-stick skillet, cook sandwiches over 
medium heat, turning once, until bread is crisp 
and golden and cheese is melted, 6 to 8 minutes.

•	 Slice in half to serve.

4 slices thick-sliced bacon

1 tbsp softened butter

4 slices sourdough bread

2 tsp Dijon mustard

½ cup each grated aged 
Gouda cheese and grated 
mozzarella cheese

CARAMELIZED ONIONS:

1 tbsp butter

1 onion, thinly sliced

Pinch each salt,  
pepper and sugar

c o o k i n g  a t  h o m e

BY  MAR IA  DAS I LVA  //  PHOTOGRAPHY  BY  SCOTT  HUNTER
Rustic, wooden-beams overhead. High Fresco walls. Black rod 
iron. Vineyard prints. The enticing aroma of fresh ingredients. The 
warm, inviting atmosphere — the moment you step into Brunello at 
27 on Fourth, you’ll feel like you are in Tuscany itself.

Indulge in our signature bruschetta, succulent rack of lamb, 
osso buco, fresh pastas, mouthwatering veal dishes or 
feast on assaggini. Enjoy a vintage from our extensive 
wine list, featuring some of the finest Brunello wines, 
each one carefully selected to compliment our menu.

Come share our passion for authentic Italian cuisine.  
Come join Chef Mario Comegna and his wife Teresa. 
for a true 
Italian 
experience.

TuscanyA taste of

Catering available.
27 Fourth Street East, Collingwood

705-444-8322
www.brunellocollingwood.com

    ...in the 
    middle of
  Collingwood.

ADVERTISING INQUIRIES & SALES, PLEASE CONTACT:

It’s not often you get more than you pay for, but 
when you advertise in OUR HOMES, you get 

more than you pay for every time!

MORE than 
you paid for?
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Simone Sterio-Risk • 705.888.1959 
simone@ourhomesmagazine.com

Suzanne Strong • 519.538.4528 
suzanne@ourhomesmagazine.com

•	FREE	listing	in	our	online	directory,	which	enhances	
your	business’s	online	presence	and	directs	google-
searchers	to	your	company...	FREE

•	FREE	ad	placement	on	our	online	“Flip	magazine”	as	
well	as	free	placement	in	our	mobile	PDF	magazine,	
with	a	free	link	to	your	company’s	website...FREE

•	FREE	listing	in	our	Home	Resource	Directory,	which	
connects	 you	 with	 customers	 who	 are	 looking	 for	
your	service...FREE

•	Ask	 us	 how	 we	 can	 connect	 your	 business	 to	 our	
readers	in	a	more	personal	way

•	Ask	us	how	we	can	boost	your	business’s	advertising	
impact	into	specific	areas	of	our	superior	distribution

•	Ask	us	how	we	can	put	your	company	in	front	of	a	
targeted	audience	from	around	the	province

33 Bruce Street South           Thornbury          519.599.7072

Marion’s 
Hair Studio 
& Spa
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fresh
FFresh flowers are not just for spring or summer, 

they can bring life into your home all year long. 
Take a cue from the colours outdoors – fluffy white 
snow and seasonal greenery – then add a pop of 
something bold that suits your décor. Let these 
beautiful arrangements inspire you… OH

WINTER

BY  HEATHER  COOK  &
MELAN I E  MACLEOD -VALL INS  

  PHOTOGRAPHY  BY  BONN I E  FOX

f i n i s h i n g  t o u c h

705.888.2759
scot-build@hotmail.ca 

Scott Young  |  Thornbury

From Cottages to Castles
Scotbuild takes quality and craftsmanship to the next level . . .whether building  
your  dream custom home or  restor ing the love affair  of  your  exist ing home.

S c o t b u i l d
Custom Home Builder - General Contractor w
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