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Meet a few fuzzy and furry friends who go to work 
in Southern Georgian Bay. For the owners of these 
trusty companions, it’s really all about the love.

pets
ON THE JOB

Tell us about your helper: One of the guys who works for me had 
a dog that had puppies and we took the kids to see them. I told them 
we’re not getting one. They asked why I brought them to have a look. 
I told them if I showed you a nice Ferrari, does that mean I’m going 
to get you one? No. Bella is six and she’s a yellow Lab. She creates a 
nice environment around the site, which personalizes us a bit. She’s 
also well known by the local trades; they hide their lunches because 
she goes right into trucks and steals lunches. Her favourite thing is an 
electrician’s lunch.

Shiny red convertible or loaded pickup truck? Christine: I’d take 
the pickup truck. Dave: I’d take the pickup truck too.

Do you play any musical instruments? Christine: No, we’re the least 
musical family in the world, but we listen to loud music! Dave: No. We 
don’t have a musical bone in our bodies. What instrument would you 
like to play? Christine: The guitar. Dave: A saltshaker.

Did you have a favourite toy as a kid? Christine: Yup. Puppy 
Surprise. It’s a puppy that has a Velcro stomach and you open it up and 
you get up to six puppies. Dave: My mini dirt bike.

If you could order anything you want for dinner, what would it 
be? Christine: I’d probably order tacos. Dave: Duck confit.

RENÉE 
DESROCHERS 
Owner, Adorn II 

& L.B. 
(LITTLE 
BUDDY)
Why do you bring your 
dog to work with you? 
Simply because I love 
him. I’ve had L.B. (Little 
Buddy) for five years 
and he’s a chorkie – half 
longhaired chihuahua, half 
Yorkshire terrier. 

If you could have dinner 
with anyone who would 
it be? I would most like to 
have dinner with my family, 
L.B. included, in Paris.   

What colour is 
happiness? A rainbow of 
colour. I love all colours. 

Where will you go on 
your next vacation? 
Probably France.

What’s your favourite TV 
program? Downton Abbey.

CHRISTINE 
HARRINGTON 
Project Manager 

DAVE HARRINGTON 
Owner, Absolute Craftsmen Ltd. 

& BELLA

Continued on page 62
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MILAN SMEH 
Owner, The Legendary Group 

& FINNEGAN
Who is your helper and why does he come to work with you? My greatest helper 
is Finnegan. He’s an Australian shepherd crossed with an Alaskan malamute. I bring 
him to work because he’s an excellent companion and he’s always in a good mood.

What’s your favourite TV show? I still like Survivor.

Where do you see yourself in 10 years? Mexico, doing what you do in Mexico.

Motorcycle, truck or car of your dreams? A 1969 Dodge Charger.

What’s your favourite tool? My construction calculator... and my mind.
Continued on page 64

62  |  ourhomes   S P R I N G  2 0 1 5

people

available at

Largest Home Hardware Building Centre in Canada  
with Small Town Hardware store values & service.

104 High Street, Collingwood  | 705-445-2671
“The best place to buy is the corner of 6th and High!”

www.homehardware.ca 

Colingwood Home Hardware_SP15.indd   1 15-04-21   11:54 AM



TOULA LLOYD 
Manager of Administrative Services 
Royal LePage Locations North 

& MALIBU
How long has your dog been coming 
to work with you? Right from the get-go, 
she’s been coming to work with me because 
she’s very much a “people person.” I think it’s 
nice to bring your dog to work with you so 
she’s not alone all day. She’s so friendly with 
everyone and everyone just loves her. She’s a 
six-year-old chocolate Lab and she has a very 
beautiful disposition. She calms people. She’s 
our official greeter, or mascot.

What matters the most to you? Family.

What’s your favourite flower? My favourite 
flowers are pink lilies.

Where can we find you in the springtime? 
I’m a piper. I play the bagpipes with the 
Beinn Gorm Highlanders, so we play a lot of 
functions around the area, and I spend a lot 
of time with my grandsons, who get me into 
plenty of trouble.

If you could travel anywhere, where 
would you go? I think I’d like to take a trip 
back to Greece. I was there a few years ago 
with my brother, but I’d love to go back again.

Continued on page 66
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43 Bruce St. | Thornbury On
519.599.5444 |baywooddesigns.com

custom furniture
window treatments 

interior design
chalk & milk paint 

 workshops
local craftsmanship

DARREN NEIL & SONS EXCAVATING INC

not flashy, not fancy...simply

affordable

380 Raglan St. Collingwood  | 705.443.1627 
affordablelandscapesupplies@gmail.com

Bulk  
Pickup & 
Delivery

Topsoil
Sand
Mulch
Stone

Affordable
Landscape Supplies

Residential, Farm, Commercial, Industrial, 
Excavating, Trucking, Haulage, Float Service, 

Earth Moving & Septic Systems, 
Topsoil, Sand & Gravel 

Full Line of Equipment for Hire

705.443.1228  |  darrenneil@sympatico.ca 
Serving Simcoe County for 12 years

“Prompt, friendly, reliable service.”



TIM MEIJS 
Owner, Gardens of Prestige 

& ROSIE
Introduce us to your friend: Rosie’s a Golden Retriever. She’s eight years old and we 
take her to the job sites regularly to keep us company. She’s our little job-site mascot. 

What’s your favourite spring plant or flower? I would say a profusion flowering 
crabapple tree. 

Would you sign up for the space shuttle if you could? Oh sure! For the adventure 
and travel experience.

What’s your favourite type of music? Either jazz or classical.

Spring is the season for… Getting busy, but I like spring because every day gets a 
little bit warmer and greener and then everything comes into bloom. We bring our 
crew back for a week or two in the spring to do spring maintenance, vehicle and 
equipment maintenance and get things ready for the season. Continued on page 66
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CORINTHIAN
Kitchen & Bath Studio

No obligation quotes • Professional design services
Full kitchen and bath renovation services • Granite, Quartz and Laminate counters

Dining furniture • Linens •  Home décor and accessories 

Visit our showroom.
99 King St. E., Kings Court Mall, Thornbury
www.corinthiankitchens.com
519-599-2800
1-877-349-2800

photo courtesy of Greg Fess Photography
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EVOLUTION
custom building

Custom Homes | Renovations
Additions | Project Management

EVAN REID
705.888.2417

EvolutionCustomBuilding.com

Custom furniture hand crafted  
from reclaimed materials.

Jim McHugh – 519-878-3040 
www.whitebarnfurniturecompany.com



DAVE SPIRES 
Co-owner, Kitchen Painters Inc. 

& MADONNA
Kitchen Painters Team  
(L to R front to back): 

STEPHANIE JESSOP, 
MARLENA CRACKNELL, 
JESSICA CONRAD, JOSH 
FALLER, FRED WOODS, 
DAVE SCHNEIDER, IAN 
SHEEN

Tell us about this lovely friend of yours: I got Madonna for my daughter Emilie 
10 years ago to keep her company. Unfortunately, my partner isn’t good with cats, so 
Madonna became a shop cat and has stayed in my shop day and night ever since. She’s 
part Persian, part Calico, a varied combo.

Has Madonna ever gotten into trouble or spilled paint on the site? Not one 
single time. She is a circus star. See all these racks? (gestures to paint-drying racks) She 
climbs these racks daily and not once has she mis-stepped and she’s never ever knocked 
a door off.

If money was no object, would you sign up for the Mars expedition? 100 per 
cent. Even though it’s a one-way trip? Oh then I wouldn’t. Not in a million years. I’d sign 
up if I knew I would absolutely come back.

What’s your favourite spring colour? Purple.

Hard rock, jazz or blues? 100 per cent jazz. I listen to a lot of jazz. Continued on page 70
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scapes

natural

Discover custom inground pool 
ideas at   naturalstonescapes.ca

mark@naturalstonescapes.ca    705.441.2174

Residential Construction 
$500,000 - $1,000,000



DAVID LABELLE 
Sales & Consultations

HELEN LABELLE 
Co-owner, Georgian Design Centre, 

MARLEY & SADIE 
Tell us about your pets, and how long 
they have been coming to work with you?  
Helen: Our black Labs Marley and Sadie 
have been coming to work with us since 
they’ve been puppies. Marley is 10 and Sadie 
is eight and we consider them our official 
store greeters.

African safari or train trip through the 
Rockies? Helen: Train trip through the 
Rockies. It’s on my bucket list. David: Train 
trip through the Rockies. I’ve been on safaris, 
but I’ve never been through the Rockies and it 
would be nice to see another part of Canada.

What’s one thing on your bucket list?  
Helen: Tahiti David: Santorini, Greece Helen: 
You’re asking someone what’s on their bucket 
list… well, my son just got engaged in Venice, 
Italy on Valentine’s Day in a gondola. Does it 
get any better than that?

What do you like to do in the spring? 
Helen: I would have to say my passion would 
be my yard and gardening. David: I’d have to 
say golfing, taking the dogs for walks, enjoying 
the sunshine and looking forward to the 
Toronto FC starting up again. Continued on page 72
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Introduce us to your pal: I’d like you to meet Dyna 
Mealey. She is a four-year-old Golden Retriever. She was 
born in Thornbury and was one of 12 pups in the litter. 
She has been by my side since she was born. She’s really 
mellow; she loves people and kids and she’s just really easy 
to have around. I love having her here with me at work or 
wherever I go.

Have you read any good books lately? Yes, I’m reading 
The Happiness Project and it’s really good.

What’s in your lunch today? Quinoa salad with goat 
cheese and chicken.

Road trip through Ireland or Danube riverboat 
cruise? Can I bike? I would rather go to Ireland and hike 
and cycle.

What do you love about spring? The new buds. I love 
the change of seasons and knowing it’s going to get warmer 
and greener and the flowers will bloom. I just love the 
colours and the way those buds pop.

SUE MEALEY 
Co-Owner, Cedarport Window & Door Centre Inc.

WITH DYNA

Continued on page 74
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since 1980

CUSTOM BUILT HOMES x RENOVATIONS

EXCEPTIONAL CRAFTSMANSHIP
SUPERIOR RESULTS...EVERY TIME

VALLEYVIEW CONSTRUCTION
PAUL ROGERS x 519.599.3694 x progers@valleyviewconstruction.com x www.valleyviewconstruction.com

www.locationsnorth.com

™

* Sales Representative    ** Broker    *** Broker of Record
Not intended to solicit properties currently listed for sale

THORNBURY:  519-599-2136
CREEMORE:  705-881-9005
COLLINGWOOD:  705-445-5520

MEAFORD: 519-538-5755

PERSONAL I PROFESSIONAL I PROGRESSIVE
REAL ESTATE SERVICES

Beside Golf Course
Well maintained ranch bungalow with 4 
bedrooms, 3 baths & open concept living.
$338,900  MLS® 153346
Call Dave Loucks*  519-375-5920

Waterfront Home
Pretty totally renovated home/cottage. 
Custom kitchen, baths, deck, large 
garage, bunkie.
$898,000  MLS® 583010069
Call Laurie Westlake*  705-446-7747

Downtown Collingwood
Charming Cottage style home; 3 beds/2 
baths Downtown Collingwood.
$259,900  MLS® 1535084
Call Heather Diane Stitt**  705-888-1974

Panoramic Views!
Outdoor enthusiasts enjoy all 4-season 
recreation. Close to Creemore and 
Devil’s Glen.
$940,000  MLS® 1532603
Call Vicki Bell**  705-446-4539

50 Acre Playground
4 bed, 4 bath home with 50 acres along 
the Beaver River.
$999,999  MLS® 371430272
Call Rick Crouch**  705-443-1037

Walters Falls
Property offers a four season private 
oasis and a very welcoming and warm 
spacious home.
$389,000  MLS® 1531712
Call Vicki Bell**  705-446-4539

Waterfront Condo
Ground floor riverfront condo, 2 beds 1.5 
baths, upgraded kitchen. Awaiting your 
choice of flooring.
$319,000  MLS® 378560020
Call Rick Crouch**  705-443-1037

Nature Enthusiasts
4 season 100 acre retreat! Great location 
for the outdoor enthusiasts. Minutes to 
Metcalfe Rock
$529,900  MLS® 371600093
Call Vicki Bell**  705-446-4539

Ex Half Pg Spring 2015.indd   1 2015-03-31   4:56 PM



RYAN CASWELL 
General Contractor-Owner, 
Caswell Contracting 

COOPER & CALLIE
Tell us a little about your 
sidekicks. Do they help at work? 
Cooper is a purebred Beagle who 
is three years old, and Callie is two 
years old, and she’s a purebred Beagle 
as well. And yes, they come to work 
whenever I can make it work for 
myself. Obviously I can’t take them 
if I’m working outside without 
a fenced-in area. And yes, they 
absolutely get into trouble at work... 
other dogs, rabbits running by...

When you were a kid, what did 
you want to be when you grew 
up? An auto mechanic. 

What’s one of the first things 
you’d do if you won the lottery? I 
would take my travel trailer and travel 
Canada with my wife and daughter 
and two dogs.

Hot air balloon ride or whitewater 
rafting? Whitewater rafting for sure. 
It’s more exhilarating.

What’s your favourite tool? I like 
the table saw. Continued on page 76
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RR#1 Holland Centre, ON

519 794 0018

Mon - Thurs - 7:30am to 5:30pm
Friday - 7:30am to 12:30pm

BUY DIRECT FROM THE SAWMILL!

ALL DECKING MATERIALS
BOARD & BATTEN   POST & BEAM 

WHITE PINE FLOORING   T&G SIDING

High Quality: White Pine, Red Pine, Cedar, Hemlock
1" Boards - 2" Dimension; 4" and 6" Squares

CALL FOR QUOTE

www.moggievalleytimber.com

A good rule of thumb with house
painting is to treat it proactively vs.
reactively, before it really looks like  
it needs it.
Ask yourself these questions...

...and then give us a call.

Is the colour fading?
Has it been 8-10 years?
Do you see peeling paint?
Are you sick of the colour?

Is it time to 
paint your 
home?

How can  
you tell? 

705.441.6939
www.collegepro.com



Tell us a little bit about your helpers: Claire is going 
on three, and Calvin is eight in March. They both come to 
work with us every day. So they’re mommy’s little helpers 
24/7. Calvin is a yellow Lab and the official store greeter.

What’s your favourite thing to do in the spring? I love 
getting outside and walking with the troops and getting all 
the fresh air we can.

What would you do if you won the lottery tomorrow? 
I would probably take a great big vacation. It’s been a long 
time. I’d go to Tahiti or Fiji, somewhere warm. 

A beach in the Bahamas or a road trip through 
France? If I could have my whole family with me, 
including Calvin, then I’d take a road trip through France.

What did you have for lunch today? Actually, the whole 
family went to Oliver & Bonacini and we had poached eggs 
with bacon and hash browns, and it was delicious!  OH

NICOLE SCHRAM
Office Manager, Floorcrafters Finishing Touch Centre

DAUGHTER CLAIRE & CALVIN
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1428 NOTTAWASAGA CON. N.
5 bdrm., 4.5 bath, 6475 sq. ft. fin.

$2,999,000

194570 GREY RD. 13
3+2 bdrm., 2 bath, 2700 sq. ft. fin

$395,000

477 MARINER’S WAY
2 bdrm., 2 bath, 1212 sq. ft.

$479,900

511 & 540 MARINER’S WAY 
3 bdrm., 2 bath, 1470 sq. ft.

$559,900 ea.

530 MARINER’S WAY
2 bdrm, 2 bath, 1157 sq. ft.

$499,000

8 LEVITTA ST.
4 bdrm., 1.5 bath, 2100 sq. ft.

$220,000

74 CONNOR AVE.
4+2 bdrm., 3.5 bath, 3600 sq. ft. fin.

$510,000

66 HIGHLANDS CRES.
3+1 bdrm., 3.5 bath,  2824 sq. ft. fin.

$429,000

4 ALYSSA DRIVE
4 bdrm., 4 bath, 3051 sq. ft. fin.

$419,000

21 BLACKBURN AVE.
3 + 1 bdrm., 2.5 bath, 3139 sq. ft. fin.

$480,000

Clairwood_SP125.indd   1 15-04-16   4:03 PM


