
II’M STILL LEARNING when to call in a professional, and when I 
can master a task on my own.

I offered up a tree in my own backyard as a location to photograph 
David Whalen of WillowStone for this issue’s People section. He was 
looking for a problem tree to photograph, and I knew the maple on 
my Collingwood property has been suffering at least since my family 
moved in a few years ago. The best time to do something about it, he 
told me gently, was when I first noticed the problem. Naively, I had 
put the maple’s health check-up on a to-do list that never seemed 
to get “to-done.”

 The second-best time to do something about it is now, reminds 
Whalen, and so I’ll be calling him to investigate further once the tree’s 
leaves are budding to find out if it can be saved and if it has passed on its 
problems to our other maple nearby.

The other professionals on our People roster have also inspired me 
to consider what tasks on my home to-do lists I can master myself or 
where I’ll need some help. I definitely need help prioritizing two of the 
biggest projects; in the spirit of taking care of things now, I will put it to 
you: what would you do?

The secondary shower in my basement recently revealed a leak in 
its roomy, tiled enclosure. We’re in the process of ripping it out. In the 
meantime, we have been saving up to replace the counter and floors in 
our kitchen. We aren’t able to take on both projects this year.

The kitchen’s dull, turquoise-baby blue, linoleum floor is riddled 
with pock marks and cuts, possibly as old as our 1970s-built house, and 
the counter is turquoise and worn to match the floor (the cabinets are 
newer and just fine).

Do we leave a hole in the basement bathroom for a year or two while 
we replace the counter and floor in the kitchen (my family can get by 
using the main-floor shower)? Or do we replace the shower and get by 
for a year or two more with our turquoise floor and counter? And do we 
attempt to do either or neither of these projects ourselves?

What tasks of your own are you mastering? Drop me an email, 
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