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SStripping paint to reveal natural 
wood in an older home can be the 
start of a rewarding renovation. 

And if you scratch the surface in a 
chat with Kevin Woolham and Josée 
Rivard, you soon discover they are 
energetic partners in both life and 
real estate. 

A wagon wheel stands at the entry to the century 
farm’s bank barn, which has been reinforced 
and repaired to stand for another generation or 
more. LEFT: Homeowner Kevin Woolham’s yellow 
custom Harley Davidson Chopper. BOTTOM 
LEFT: Kevin Woolham with Josée Rivard astride 
visiting eight-year-old Quarter Horse Rusty.
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“The first year I was up here, 2004, I was 
riding an Indian Motorcycle down this road 
and I saw a For Sale sign at the end of the old 
driveway,” Kevin recalls. “From childhood, I’ve 
always had a dream of having a farm.” 

The adjacent 140-year-old bank barn clearly 
needed a lot of work, but previous owners had 
updated much of the farmhouse interior.

Kevin was intrigued by the home’s 
colourful history. Though key documents were 

lost in a fire in Collingwood’s records office 
almost a century ago, the 1912 census indicates 
12 people lived on the property. 

Decades ago, the home was used as a 
church-based orphanage. That’s the kind of 
humane purpose that Kevin and Josée have 
upheld by sheltering rescued horses, dogs 
and cats in the barn, where Townsend Lake 
Construction Ltd. was hired to solve sagging 
and leaking problems. 

Kevin is a former motocross champion, life-long motorcycle 
enthusiast and restaurateur who had major roles in the company that 
brought back the legendary Indian Motorcycles brand in 1999. That led 
to touring with daredevil Evel Knievel and Easy Rider’s Peter Fonda, as 
well as meeting Sir Anthony Hopkins, star of the 2005 film The World’s 
Fastest Indian. 

Josée has a diploma in hospitality management, but her passion for 
travel led her shortly after college to backpack through Australia and 
New Zealand, then to become a flight attendant with Air Canada.

Now with an exciting career in real estate and occasional travelling, 
Josée has the best of both worlds. She happily joined Kevin on a recent 
trip to South Africa, where he lived for several years as a child. 

Globetrotting has its place, but these Century 21 Millennium 
Inc. realtors also know the importance of home and hearth. In their 
case, it’s a 1904 farmhouse on about 29 cash-crop acres near the Scenic 
Caves, lovingly adopted as their family home and five-bedroom seasonal 
rental property. 

RIGHT: Rusty checks out the barn facilities. BELOW: 
A tooled leather saddle. BOTTOM: The barn was 
built on a stone foundation. Its massive beams carry 
the weight of the building.

ABOVE: The owners worked 
with Ron Perks Contracting on an 
addition connecting the century 
home to the existing garage. 
BELOW LEFT: The back deck 
overlooks acres of serene farmland. 
BELOW RIGHT: The adjacent cedar 
sauna is heated with a wood stove.
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The biggest recent renovation, in 2011, was 
a linking addition for the farmhouse, handled 
by Ron Perks Contracting. 

Says Kevin: “I wanted to be able – in the 
coldest of winters – to go to the garage, get 
firewood, or go to my vehicle, and never have 
to go outside unless I chose to.” 

The addition also houses a laundry, games 
room and outdoor sauna. 

Kevin is proud of his energy-saving efforts, 
converting to propane from oil heating. 

He replaced farmhouse windows, insulated 
the basement and the addition, then designed 
with Reliance Yanch Home Comfort a 
heating system that slashed the annual cost to 
about $3,500, from more than $5,500. 

A three-stage boiler now heats a reservoir 
hot water tank, supplying in-floor heating in 
the addition and leading to a forced-air system 
for “quite an efficient little old farmhouse.”

The busy couple handle much of the work 
themselves, but brought in builder and friend 
Adam Carlson for deck work, painting help, 
kitchen renovations and hot tub installation. 

Enhancing this spa-style executive 
getaway for the rental market, they have 
been painting and decorating over the past 
year, with Joseé working on themes for the 
bedrooms: the Stable room, the Birch room, 
the Africa room. Upstairs, a deck provides 
a view of the front yard and is ideal for 
quiet reading. 

Inside the addition, the owners 
preserved the face of the farmhouse. 
RIGHT: In-floor heating under the 
tile in the foyer helps control heating 
costs for the whole home. MIDDLE 
RIGHT:  The main floor bathroom’s 
mirror is framed in barn board, and 
the shower glass is etched with the 
Indian Motorcycle logo, mementos 
of Kevin’s former business. BOTTOM 
RIGHT: The main floor bathroom 
door hints at the theme inside.

The farmhouse kitchen is a bright and 
comfortable work space. Copper pots hang 
from a copper pipe frame and tractor seats 
find new life as bar stools. Cheese board 
and lemonade dispenser courtesy of The 
Cheese Gallery.
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“The Coast Spas hot tub out back, looking out at the 
sunset or amazing stars at night, is by far the renovation 
I love and use the most, but one of my favourite 
transformations is the guest room we call the Stable,” 
says Josée. “Painting out the baseboards really brightened 
up the space.” 

Sourcing beautiful old boards from the barn was an 
adventure, Josée recalls. “Kevin was on a ladder above 
me with a circular saw, while I was holding the boards 
in place on the second level of our barn. Every board 
that he cut down meant a bigger hole to the 15-foot drop 
to the ground below. I must admit it was unsafe, but it 
got the job done!”

They have filled the gap in the barn with a large glass 
door from the former Indian Motorcycle Restaurant.

RIGHT: Pine bead 
board rings the 
dining area, filled 
with the owner’s 
family heirloom 
table. Inscriptions 
on the chalkboard 
change with the 
mood of the day and 
guests are invited 
to leave messages 
behind. BELOW: 
Fresh salad greens 
are served on Indian 
Motorcycle dishware.

Continued on page 110
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Friday 8:00am to 3:00pm • Saturday by appointment only.
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www.shelburnekitchens.com

High End Custom Kitchens 
Entertainment Centers • Vanities • Office Work Centers and more!

Bedding | Giftware | Lamps | Home Décor | Furniture

40 Bruce St.S., Thornbury
226.665.8000

434 Beaverdale Rd., Cambridge
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c g s o l i d w o o d f u r n i t u r e . c o m

We believe in creating 
beautiful spaces for 
our clients. 
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In the planning stages is another bathroom 
on the second floor of the house, an en 
suite for the master bedroom, and finishing 
the third floor. 

A classic wood-fired stove dominates 
the great room on the main floor, where an 
old oil tank has been remade to hold a stack 
of firewood with style. Kevin cut up the 
tank at Josée’s suggestion and welded on 
legs and shelves. 

“She designs it and I try to figure out how 
to make it happen.” 

The living room has a refinished pine floor, 
while the main area of the kitchen features 
maple. Previous owners had restored much of 
the original pine woodwork upstairs, setting 
the bar high for Josée and Kevin. 

A dramatic bison graces 
the navy blue wall in the 
living room. The flagstone 
hearth beneath the wood 
stove holds heat. Pillow 
courtesy of C & G Solid 
Wood Furniture Co. 
BELOW: Beautiful trim 
throughout the home is 
original, as is the half-
round window that lights 
the stairwell.

Continued on page 112
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“I can’t begin to tell how many millions 
of hours have been put into paint stripping; 
the paint must have been eight coats thick up 
there,” Kevin says.

A large world map in the living room is 
peppered with red pins showing places the 
two have visited over the years, singly or 
together. Their latest stop this past winter was 
a month in Costa Rica, where several friends 
visited, including Kevin’s parents. 

Josée’s parents live in Collingwood, but 
winter in Arizona. This provides a local 
housing option when the mountain-top 
farm is booked by renters keen on skiing and 
snowmobiling. And when the global travel bug 
bites hard again, Thailand is at the top of this 
couple’s list of places to visit.  OH

RIGHT: The Stable Room 
wall is covered in barn board 
salvaged from the property’s 
barn. Bedding and rooster 
courtesy of C & G Solid Wood 
Furniture Co. BELOW: The 
second guest room is themed 
in birch wallpaper with a string 
of lights used as a headboard. 
Quilted bedding supplied by 
C & G Solid Wood Furniture Co. 
BOTTOM RIGHT: The cradle 
Kevin used as a baby came 
with him from South Africa. The 
flooring in the upper hallway is 
the home’s original pine.

spring

43 Bruce Street, Thornbury
519 599 5444

www.baywooddesigns.comKing’s Court, Thornbury  .  www.floorcrafters.ca  .  519.599.5055

HARDWOOD  .  NATURAL STONE  .  GRANITE  .  FRAMELESS GLASS

Ahead of the Curve...
Vintage Plank Wall Board

Change is good.

addition & renovation specialists
billleimgardtconstruction@gmail.com 

705.446.4569

before

after

112  |  ourhomes   S P R I N G  2 0 1 6

feature


