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72 Hurontario St., Collingwood, ON L9Y 2LB

Is there $1 million in your backyard?
You may have a million-dollar development opportunity in your own backyard.

Call Josie to get started. Development packages, Draft Plan approved, for the 
Collingwood, Huntsville, Port Severn and Niagara Region areas available. 

Call Josie today & get started!
Josie Schywiola, Sales Representative
Direct: 1-866-295-6743 • 705-606-0046
josie@collingwoodproperties.com

24 Acres. No Niagara Escarpment  
Constraints, 4 bdrm, 2 baths. Close to  

Devil’s Glen. Views of the Valley and Bay.

Between Blue Mountain & the Peaks – Ski Hills. 
4 bdrm, 2 bath, $289k. Owners have access to 

Georgian Bay. Large lot, quiet street.

Includes log home or build your  
dream home. Views of Osler and  

Blue ski hills. Great financing available.

$30k in custom upgrades, 3 or 4 bedrms,  
3 baths, possible nanny suite, $459,9k. 

Mountain View.

Westin Hotel, 2 balconies, 2 bdrm. Phenomenal 
price, amenities include Oliver & Bonacini, steps  

to Plunge yr round water park, $489,9k

Snowbridge. Ground floor, 2 bdrm,  
2 baths, furnished. Steps to  

Shuttle Bus to ski hills.

PRETTY RIVER VALLEY

HOUSE, BARN, PLUS 62 AcRES BESIdE LORA BAY

SmALL ScALE cOmmERcIAL,  
REcREATIONAL ON 62 AcRES

FEATURE PROPERTY

BUILdING LOT – 27 AcRES GROUNd FLOOR mASTER

VIEw FROm LIVING ROOm BAcKS ONTO GOLF cOURSE

Zoning permits wholesale of outdoor 
wooden furniture, B&B, Vet Clinic,  

Nursery, Daycare in Home, Equestrian 
Facility, Farm produce outlet, Nursery, 

return barn to agricultural, build  
another 8000 sq ft building. Includes 

approx 1400 sq ft house.

$359k

NEw PRIcE

SPEcIAL REQUESTS

NEw PRIcE

BEST PRIcE

NEw PRIcE

NEw PRIcE

$590K

Ladies and Gentlemen: Interest rates are historically at their  
lowest. The market has adjusted itself and it is now a Buyer’s Market.  
Sales are up since June. What are you waiting for?

Remember, you can’t ski on a mutual fund! Real Estate has always stood the 
test of time...Put your money into an investment that does two things: It grows 
in value, and provides a wonderful launching pad for a world-class lifestyle.

Josie knows the best properties which will help you achieve both objectives.

In times of greed be cautious...In times of caution be courageous and shrewd.

Author Unknown

• Need Waterfront Home less  

than 5 yrs old

• Need contemporary Home with  

acreage close to Thornbury

• Need 1 Acre Commercial Land on  

First Street

• Have Developers looking for land

• Listing Soon...Bed and Breakfast  

in Collingwood
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Just ask! 

$7875
rebate

  Cash in on your land.

Maximize the yield of land you already own, by converting it to a  
renewable geothermal energy source for year-round heating and cooling.
With a geothermal system, save up to 70% on your home heating and cooling costs.  Additionally, receive a $7875 government retrofit  
rebate and a $1350 tax credit. B&R Hearth and Geothermal is an authorized Peak Dealer for NextEnergy, the Canadian leader in  
clean, quiet, energy-efficient geothermal systems for the home.

Contact us today at 1-888-805-4301 for a no-obligation, on-site review or  
visit us online at www.bandr.ca.

Hearth and 
Geothermal

Visit our showroom at 3827 County Rd. 124, Nottawa.

Spend the morning on the beach. Take a short trek along the trails to the charming town of  Thornbury. Enjoy a glass of wine 
at The Raven Grill while overlooking the waters of Georgian Bay. With its endless amenities, social activities and dedicated 
staff, Lora Bay strikes the perfect balance of mind, body and soul.

At the heart of the community is The Raven Golf Club at Lora Bay, host of the 2007 TELUS World Skins Game and co-host 
of the Ford Wayne Gretzky Classic.  

Visit us today and see for yourself what life is like here. Golf, play and live life beyond par.

For membership opportunities or to play the course call 519 599 7500.  
For real estate information call 519 599 1900.

Thornbury, Ontario  The Blue Mountains  www.lorabay.com
This is not an offering for sale as an offer can only be made by Disclosure Statement. For a copy of the Disclosure, please call 1 866 231 0631. 

Golf villa townhomes
star t ing at  $435,000 

lots from 
$135,000

L i v e  a n d  p L ay

LoraBay_OurHomes_fullpg_S09.indd   1 7/6/09   11:58:39 AM



OUR HOMES SPECIAL ADVERTISING FEATURE

209784 Hwy. 26 ı Craigleith Ontario L9Y 4T9

Tel ı 705 ı 445 ı 9688    Email ı chanticofireplaces@rogers.com

Website ı www.chanticofireplaces.com

Consider the following incentives as to
why NOW is the right time:

■ ecoEnergy Retrofit Grants, both Provincial and 

Federal government rebates up to $10,000

■ 2009 Canadian Government Home

Improvement tax

■ Implementation of the HST tax

How can I use these benefits on purchases
of a Fireplace or Stove?

The ecoEnergy Retrofit is a gentle push towards the

change-out of old wood burning stoves. The old

stoves do not meet today’s standards of emissions,

adding pollutants to the air. The governments are

offering a combined rebate of $750 for the

change-out. The rebates will expire; however, the

regulations for clean operating appliances will

become mandatory and the use of old wood burn-

ing stoves will be banned.

The home improvement tax can be used on any

stove or fireplace purchase, including decorative

mantels/surrounds. This credit is applied to your

2009 income tax.

Installed fireplaces and stoves have always been

exempt from the PST. With the new HST tax, this

purchase will now be subject to the combined tax

(which is just adding the PST and the GST to make

the HST). For example, for a complete fireplace and

surround/mantel renovation that may cost

$10,000, the tax will change from $500 to $1300.

The timing for any large renovations should be 

seriously considered before this tax is implemented

next year.

For futher information concerning the rebates, tax credits and how you can apply 

them to your Fireplace/Stove purchase, please stop by Chantico Fireplace Gallery.

Now can be the best time for that
renovation you’ve been putting off!

Chantico Sum09  7/23/09  10:29 PM  Page 1

TWIN PEAKS

Sherry Rioux, Broker
705-445-7085

ON THE ESCARPMENT; NESTLED BY THE FOREST,
RESORT STYLE LIVING DOESN’T GET BETTER THAN THIS

Take a deep breath. This is the essence of everything you love about the Collingwood area. 

Choose from two enclaves – Georgian Glen with craftsman-style homes on 80’ lots  

surrounded by woods and the Georgian Trail or Peaks Meadows with mountain-style homes 

on 80’ to 100’ lots on the escarpment. Either way, this summer is the peak of opportunity.

georgianglen.com peaksmeadows.com



1.800.558.7939

• SOLAR GRID TIE SYSTEMS
• WIND GRID TIE SYSTEMS
• SOLAR POOL HEATING
• PROPANE APPLIANCES

•  SOLAR HOT WATER
•  AERATION WINDMILLS
•  COMPOSTING TOILETS
•  EMERGENCY BACK UP SYSTEMS

Sales  •  Installation  •  Service
Fully Licensed Electrical Contractor

Please drop by our showroom at:
715 2nd Avenue East  •  Owen Sound

Tues - Fri 9am - 5pm,  Sat 9am - 1pm

Collingwood: 705.446.9981    •    Owen Sound: 519.370.2525

owensound@sunvoltssolar.com         www.sunvoltssolar.com

1) Ridge lot custom home site with spectacular 
views of the golf course & seasonal views of 
Georgian Bay. 2) Premiere lot backing onto 
the 4th fairway and green space.  3) “Orchard” 
lot, backing on to Orchard Pond, with views of 
Georgian Bay and the mountain. Lots range 
from $425,000 to $750,000

2200 sq. foot custom bungalow on approx. 
½ acre lot. Eat in kitchen with SS appliances, 
separate dining room, floor to ceiling wood 
burning fireplace in living room, master suite 
with walk-in closet & impressive ensuite.  
Close to Alpine Ski Club.
$749,000          MLS®20092237

ALTA/ALPINE FLATLANDS
Attractive new bungalow on cul-de-sac in  
centre of Thornbury. Beautiful hardwood floors, 
maple cabinets & granite counters in kitchen, 
great room with vaulted ceiling & gas fireplace.  
Finished media room in lower level plus 3rd 
bedroom & 3 piece bath with custom shower.
$399,900          MLS®20092062

WEXFORD GEORGIAN BAY WATERFRONT

Soaring cathedral ceiling & windows, floor-
to-ceiling stone gas fireplace in great room, 
view of the hills. Walk to Craigleith Ski Club, 
close to Intrawest Village, golf, skiing, trails,  
Northwinds Beach,Collingwood & Thornbury.
$589,000        MLS®20092966

THE ORCHARD AT CRAIGLEITH
Enchanting property with 2000’ of Beaver River 
frontage. Unique & beautiful home designed 
to showcase Mother Nature. Open concept, 
hardwood floors and cook’s kitchen with SS 
appliances. Close to Georgian Bay & Lora Bay 
Golf Clubs, skiing, Georgian Bay & Thornbury.     
$1,699,000           MLS®20092921

NATURE LOVER’S RETREAT

Luxury townhomes nestled on the Millpond 
shores in Thornbury; close to Georgian Peaks, 
Lora Bay Golf Club & Georgian Trail. Vaulted 
ceilings, open concept living area & main 
floor masters. Variety of floor plans & options  
available. Priced from $299,000 to $339,000.

MILLPOND IN THE VILLAGE ALPINE HILLS
Arguably the most desirable lot at the Georgian  
Bay Club & possibly in the whole area.  
Unobstructed expansive view of Georgian Bay 
& the 3rd green. Build your dream home in an 
exclusive & totally private community setting & 
enjoy a lifestyle of quality, comfort & prestige. 
$995,000          MLS®20092623

ONE OF A KIND
Attractive side split with great curb appeal. 3 
bedrooms, 2 baths, walkout from kitchen/ 
dining area. Finished lower level with family  
room & 3 piece bath. 35 year fibreglass  
shingles, 25 year real wood siding. 
$269,000          MLS®20093244

NEWER HOME IN COLLINGWOOD

Beautifully renovated & professionally decorated 
3 bedroom home on 3/4 acre. Very private  
& picturesque. Numerous upgrades including  
furnace, A/C and shingles. Original plank  
flooring, tin and coffered ceilings. Minutes to  
beach (3 blocks), schools, shops & library.
$529,000         MLS®20093016

REGENCY STYLE HOME

Exceptional 5300+ sq. foot 6 bedroom 4 bath 
home located just steps from Craigleith Ski 
Club. Gourmet kitchen, open concept living/
dining area with oversized F/P, pool/games 
room with sitting area & bar. Bridge to parking 
lot, walk to Craigleith Ski Club.
$2,995,000         MLS®20090182

Silver Glen Preserve just west of Collingwood 
& close to Craigleith. 2 and 3 bedroom units 
with full basements, attached garages with  
inside entry, 5 appliances & central air. Prices 
range from $239,400 to $259,900.

SILVER GLEN PRESERVE
Beautiful home/chalet close to ski hills, golfing 
& Northwinds Beach. Well designed kitchen, 
formal dining room, screened in sun porch 
& enclosed hot tub room. 4 bedrooms & 4  
ensuites on 2nd floor, including luxurious  
master suite. 
$895,000         MLS®20092221

DREAM HOME
Dramatic post & beam construction with  
2-storey windows looking out to Georgian 
Bay.  High end finishings, wireless smart home  
system, home theatre, balcony overlooking  
11th fairway. Full Georgian Bay Club  
membership included. 
$2,795,000         MLS®20091075

GEORGIAN BAY CLUB HOME

Custom built ranch bungalow with 48.5 x 16.6`
great room, main floor master, 3 bay garage, 
wine cellar, much more. Beautiful pond and 
great views of countryside & Georgian Bay.  
Unique & rare property carefully created & 
maintained.
$1,995,000         MLS®20093193

MAGNIFICENT 100 ACRE ESTATE

Cozy, well maintained 3 bedroom, 1 bath  
partially winterized cottage, close to Georgian 
Peaks. Fieldstone fireplace, bright kitchen, 
large deck and separate Bunkie. Beautiful  
sunsets over the Bay, shale beach.
$625,000         MLS®20092308 

Beautiful Mountain style custom home near 
the base of Craigleith and Alpine Ski Clubs. 5 
bedrooms, 3-1/2 baths, main floor family room, 
Rumford stone F/P, covered porch. Close to 
skiing, golfing, hiking/biking, Georgian Bay and 
the Village at Blue.
$1,295,000          MLS®20093268

www.dougandbrad.com

CUSTOM BUILT LOG CHALET

GEORGIAN BAY CLUB LOTS

Gillis Sum09.indd   1 7/13/09   3:08:01 PM



RoyalLePageCollingwood.com

330 FIRST ST, COLLINGWOOD, ON 

705.445.5520 • 1.877.445.5520

All ReAl estAte seRvices ltd., BROKeRAGe. independently Owned And OpeRAted.

Now, more than ever, you need to draw on the experience Royal LePage has to 
offer. Our network interfaces with buyers across Canada, and having the largest 
relocation program in the country helps us bring properties to the attention of 
more buyers than anyone else in the business. Our Carriage Trade and Relocation 
programs are just two of the many tools Royal LePage sales people have to offer 
their clients. Let us show you the difference our commitment makes.

Karen Poshtar* Rick Crouch** Rita Giglione** Zig Glogowski* Alberto Zanchetta* Mardy Van Beest*

Ian Hawkins**Cindy Ryerse* Phyllis A. Dineen* D. Barry Manchester**

Vel Ivardi***

Ralph Kertcher*

Vicki Bell** Neil Thain* Karen E. Willison* Holly Stone* Bob Muir*Doug Brown*

Doug Lindsay*

*** Broker of Record   **Broker   *Sales Representative

330 FIRST ST

COLLINGWOOD, ON
705.445.5520

1.877.445.5520
www.royallepagecollingwood.com

Helping you is what we do.

Georgian Bay View! 3 bedroom with fully renovat-
ed custom professional kitchen which offers the 
charm and character of yesteryear! Mature treed 
¾ acre lot on dead end road. $314,900. Call Vicki 
Bell direct at 705-446-4539

Garden of Eden! 50 acres with the Noisy River 
meandering through it! Home offers 8 bedrooms, 
3 full baths and 6 two piece baths. Minutes to 
Creemore! $1,200,000. Call Vicki Bell direct at 
705-446-4539

Panoramic views for miles! Just minutes to 
Creemore from this hilltop 100 acre beauty! Cus-
tom built home, horse barn, studio and lots of 
privacy. $962,000. Call Vicki Bell direct at 705-
446-4539

BUILDING LOT WAS $139,000 NOW $99,000 Wex-
ford in Thornbury. 2 fully serviced lots available in 
uptown development. Build your dream home within 
walking distance to shops, galleries, dining and 
more. Karen E. Willison Ext 240 or 705-888-0075

POWER of SALE $1,300,000 Approximately 5 acres 
backing onto the Georgian Bay Golf Club’s 10th 
green. Views of Niagara Escarpment and Georgian 
Bay. Single family estate or development opportuni-
ties. Karen E. Willison Ext 240 or 705-888-0075

70’s INCOME CHALET $399,000 Fabulous lot/
location walking distance to Blue Mountain ski 
resort/Intrawest with views of the slopes. Make it 
your dream home in the heart of recreation. Karen 
E. Willison Ext 240 or 705-888-0075

HOMESITES NOW REGISTERED from $199,000 at 
The Ridge Estates – start digging. Stunning views of 
Georgian Bay, the Niagara Escarpment, and Geor-
gian Bay Golf Club. Close to everything! Karen E.  
Willison Ext 240 or 705-888-0075

$639,000 Country Elegance! Custom 3+1 bdrm home 
in Snowbridge on Monterra Golf Course. Profession-
ally decorated & landscaped. Furnishings neg. Maggi 
Olson Ext 248, CollingwoodResortProperties.com

$269,000 Beautifully redecorated “Laguna” model 2 
bedroom ground floor suite in Sunset Cove. Maggi 
Olson Ext 248, CollingwoodResortProperties.com

$189,900 Great Value! Compare with developer’s 
new inventory! Boutique inspired Bachelor in 
Mosaic – year round pool/hot tub. See complete 
list of Village condos on website. Maggi Olson Ext 
248, CollingwoodResortProperties.com

Like new 4 bdrm home! Updated kitchen w/granite 
countertops, baths w/custom vanities, jacuzzi tub, 
heated slate floors. Newer windows, doors, trim, cher-
ry stairs, wood flrs & furnace, c/air installed in 2008. 
$259,000. Call Cindy Ryerse direct 705-446-7254

DELIGHTFUL CRANBERRY CONDO $169,900  
3 bedroom, 2 bathroom, with private patio and 
deck. Get set for the ski season or move in and call 
it home. Potential income property as well. Karen 
E. Willison Ext 240 or 705-888-0075

You will feel like you are away before you 
open the door of this 1,380 sq ft 3 bedroom 
end unit condo nestled in the trees at Cran-
berry. $159,000. Karen Poshtar 705-445-5520  
Ext 243 

Charming property in Nottawa. Almost an acre, 
unique landscape features, large detached shop/
garage, 3 BR, stone and frame home. $239,900. 
Call Neil Thain @ ext 253 or 705-812-0627,  
www.realestatewiz.ca

Waterfront living without the waterfront price. Enjoy 
all of the conveniences, town, hills & golf courses, 
from this well located, bright, freshly renovated 2 
bedroom condo. Call Sheila Shepherd direct at 705-
441-6085, sheilashepherd@rogers.com

Golfers or Skiers Retreat. 2 bedroom, 4 bathroom
Condo. Many upgrades & eat-in Kitchen. Gas fire-
place, oversize deck with BBQ hook-up. Master 
bedroom has ensuite. $219,000. Bob Muir, Cell: 
443-0773, bob@CollingwoodLifestyle.com

Live where the pros play! Exceptional, stone bun-
galow backing onto the 12th tee of the Raven golf 
course at Lora Bay. 4,000 sq. ft. finished, 3 bed-
rooms, den, 3.5 baths. MLS 20092538 $899,000. 
Rick Crouch rickcrouch@propertycollingwood.com

Paradise found! 65 acres, 3,000 sq. ft. 3 bedroom, 2.5 
bath Caledon log home. You must walk this property 
to appreciate the acres of trees, trails, stream, lake 
& more. MLS 20092464 $795,000. Doug Brown  
douglasbrown@royallepage.ca

GRAND OPENING Aug 8/09 Collingwood Delpark 
Homes presents Pretty River Estates, $307,990-
$455,990. Bungalow, Bungalow/Lofts, 2 sty., Back-
splits. Call Listing Broker Rita Giglione now to register, 
1-877-445-5520 #228, www.ritagiglione.com

CRAIGLEITH WATERFRONT Three bedroom water-
front home on Georgian Bay. Minutes to Village 
at Blue, ski clubs & much more. Open concept.
Asking $749,000. Call Ralph Kertcher Cell 705-
446-5670

All ReAl estAte seRvices ltd., BROKeRAGe. independently Owned And OpeRAted.

$387,800 Tons of curb appeal and cute as a but-
ton! Enjoy the balance of summer in this delightfully 
decorated Cameron St. 3 bedroom cottage w/deeded 
beach access min from Thornbury. Maggi Olson Ext 
248, CollingwoodResortProperties.com

Custom Built Home In Lora bay: Live the Lora Bay 
Lifestyle from this well appointed custom chalet style 
home, backing onto the Georgian Trail. Call Sheila 
Shepherd direct at 705-441-6085, sheilashepherd@
rogers.com

Beautiful 3 bdrm home in Georgian Meadows. 
Fabulous kitchen, hrdwd & ceramic on main flr, 2 
gas f/p’s, c/air w/HRV, c/vac. Lrg master, finished 
bsmt wired for home theatre. Attached garage. 
$309,000. Call Ian Hawkins direct 705-446-5136

Jim Hanna*Sheila Shepherd*Maggi Olson*

NOW REGISTERED

GREAT FAMILY HOME Spacious 3 bedroom bunga-
low on the edge of Thornbury. Large lot with 32’ x 
36’ detached garage/workshop. Asking $269,000. 
Call Ralph Kertcher Cell 705-446-5670

Helping you is  
what we do.

Coral Robinson*
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LLOYAL READERS OF OUR HOMES WILL NOTICE some 
subtle changes to the layout of the magazine, beginning with this, our 
summer issue. The changes are so subtle, in fact, that you may notice 
something different, but you may not be able to put your finger on it. 
Our aim was to make the pages of OUR HOMES magazine cleaner, 
brighter and crisper. So enjoy the new look as you spend time among 
these pages.

I’m obsessive about watering my flowers every day in the summer. I 
fertilize, deadhead and prune once a week. Flowerpots dot the property 
and whenever I can, I love to sit and marvel at how beautiful and full my 
potted annuals have become. It’s prime summer and they are looking good. 
I wish I could say the same about my perennial beds. They don’t receive the 
time and attention they need. A few days of rain, a few more days of neglect 
and the weeds take over. It takes a full day of hard work (maybe more) 
to whip them back into shape. Clearly, it’s all in the ingredients and the 
right plants in the proper place make the job easier. Still, I’ve discovered 
that picking the proper combination of plants, shrubs and trees is an art 
best left to the experts.

This issue is all about living outside and making the most of the 
summer season. We take you to homes with beautiful surroundings – 
pools, water features and full gardens with colour, texture and lots of 
natural stone.

Our Home and Builder (page 94) is fresh and fun, inside and out. It’s a 
custom Viceroy by Braehall Developers, and that famous wall of windows 
makes it a spectacular summer home to live in and enjoy.

Our Feature Home is a design and architectural dream for the owners, 
their children and grandchildren (page 42). The home and story come 
courtesy of OUR HOMES Style Editor Stephanie Redmond. This home 
has space for everyone, yet everyone has their space.

And get ready to be inspired. Our Outdoor Spaces feature (page 60) 
will leave you fantasizing about your own garden oasis. Three homes… 
three incredible landscape designs.

The theme continues with our People feature (page 70). We introduce 
readers to the Georgian Bay area’s best landscapers. 

So get outside, find a comfy chair or lounger under a colourful umbrella 
and relax with OUR HOMES. 

Sincerely,

Georgette McCulloch, Editor-In-Chief
editor@ourhomesmagazine.com
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$2,400,0000 Exquisite 6 bed, 4.5 bath coun-
try estate on 26 acres w/30 ft ceiling in grt
rm, 2 storey stone f/place, gour kit, mn fl
master, media room, wine cellar, in-ground
pool, outdr f/place, view of Georgian Bay.
Carol Whyne* 705.441.6709

ELEGANT COUNTRY LIVING
$1,595,000 One of a kind, 5 bedroom, 3 ½
bath customer design/built true bungalow
bordering conservation lands and min. to
Collingwood ships and skiing.  A home for a
weekend or a lifetime!  
Sue Mallett* 705.444,7181

HOLLY COURT – ¾ ACRES
$1,575,000 One of the most spectacular
sites in Lora Bay with unobstructed views of
the bay.  Pride of ownership evident in every
element of the 5 bedroom / 6 bath custom
home with every amenity imaginable.
Anthea White**446.8520

A LORA BAY GEM!

$1,459,000  One of a kind waterfront home.
Mesmerizing views,plank wood floors, cozy
log family room, custom built-ins,
bunkie.Boating and swimming at your door.
Diana Lea Berdini**/John M Kacmar**
705.444.4968

PRINCETON SHORES
$1,375,000.   The use of glass brings nature
& water views inside in a custom designed
California style beach home w/multi decks
and an unparalleled  beach.  Walk to golf, 2
min to Thornbury and min. to ski hills. 
Sue Mallett* 705.444.7181

135 FT. WATERFRONT LORA BAY
$1,250,000 Idyllic setting, 46 acres w/ ex-
ceptional bay views, 1 ac. pond, charming
Century Home w/ extensive custom reno-
vations, doubling its size, 4 beds / 4 baths,
custom features throughout. 
Anthea White** 705.446.8520

SENSATIONAL!
$1,150,000  Lovely 4300 sq.ft. -designed for
pleasure .  GORGEOUS VIEWS of  valley.
Private 23 acres w/ 2 - Spring fed swimming
ponds, pretty river, perennial gardens, nes-
tled in mature forest.  Shelly Paul**
www.shellypaul.com 705.888.0225

PARADISE IN PRETTY RIVER

$950,000 Custom post & beam on 48+acres.
Built w/150 yr old BC cedar timbers, 3200 sq.ft.,
5 bdrms,3.5 baths,lrg kitchen, inground saline
pool, geothermal heating/ac system, ponds,
trails, mature trees. Barb Picot*  705.444.3452

FOUR SEASON RECREATION

$371,300 Min to golf/skiing, 3 bdrms, 2.5
baths, 9 ft. ceilings on main level, gas fire-
place, master w 4 pc ensuite. Tarion Warranty,
5% GST payable in addn to purchase price.
Barb Picot* 705.444.3452

NEW HOME - MAIR MILLS

$755,900 Uptown urban feel in century
home.  Spacious principal rooms, master
retreat on 3rd level w/spa like bath.  4 bed-
rooms, 3 baths, 2 gas fireplaces, fully
fenced yard, in-ground pool.  
Simon Williams 705.888.3126

A HOME TO BE ENJOYED!!
$798,000 Stylish 3 bedroom home/chalet at
Lora Bay offers a full list of upgrades! Main
floor master with luxurious ensuite, gourmet
kitchen. Full basement. Diana Lea 
Berdini**/John M Kacmar** 705.444.4968

STUNNING POST AND BEAM

$499,000 One of a kind 4 bdrm on secluded
cul de sac at the base at Blue, steps to south
chair. Custom kitchen, pantry, 2 gas fire-
places, large deck, mature gardens. 
Barb Thompson* Anita Lauer* 705.441.4777

WWW.THEMOVIEGALS.COM
$719,000 Incredible, panoramic  waterviews!
3 bedroom, 3 bath designer decorated, ex-
pansive deck, oversize garage, 30 ft. boat
slip.  Enjoy the recreation  facilities.  
John M. Kacmar** /Diana Lea Berdini**
705.444.4968

STUNNING WATERFRONT TOWNHOME

$395,000 Nestled on the Niagara Escarp-
ment at Lavender, close to Bruce Trail and
adjacent to a large Nature Reserve. Red-
wood 2 1/2 story chalet with 3 bedrooms &
2 baths. Cheryl MacLaurin*  705.446.8005

CREEMORE HILLS
$340,000 Main floor master suite, oversized
deck and patio for après pool activities in
this 1700 sq.ft. beauty.  Minutes to shops,
golf and skiing.  
Sue Mallett*705.444.7181

WATERFRONT CONDO

$379,900 4 bedroom, 4 bath home w/ nu-
merous upgrades inc. cabinets, carpet,
large family room hardwood, in-floor radi-
ant heat.  Large decking in backyard per-
fect for entertaining  Laurie Westlake*
705.446.7747  www.lauriewestlake.com

BEAUTIFULLY  LANDSCAPED

$467,700 Stunning views of Blue, 3 bed, 2.5
baths w/approx. 3000 sq.ft of fin. space,  bar-
rel ceiling in foyer, hardwood, main fl.
Den/office w/fireplace & gym.  Lrg lot beau-
tifully landscaped, lg. deck & hot tub.   
Carol Whyne * 705.441.6709

STUNNING VIEWS OF BLUE

$995,000 All season views of the "Bay" from
this Custom 5000 sq ft with separate in-law
suite,ash flooring, views from all eleva-
tions,geothermal heat on 30 ac. Minutes to
Thornbury and amenities. 
Sue Mallett** 705.444.7181

180 DEGREE WATER VIEW

$1,500,000 One of the best parcels around.
String 100 acres with pond, waterfall, Black
Ash Creek, Bay views, rock face of escarp-
ment, backing onto Osler Bluff Ski Club.  A
must to walk to appreciate.
Judy Crompton** 705.444.9312

SPECTACULAR ACREAGE

**Broker     *Sales Representative

$399,000  Stylishly renovated 3 bedroom
waterfront condo. Granite counters, s/s ap-
pliances, hardwood floors, 2 gas fireplaces,
garage, large deck, pool and walk-out. 
Barb Thompson* Anita Lauer* 705.446.6446

WWW.THEMOVIEGALS.COM

BUNGALOW ON
SPECIAL PARCEL OF LAND

$379,000  This desirable bungalow is
only 10 minutes from Collingwood and
on 16 acres. 4 bedroom, 2 bathrooms
& full finished bsmt. Rustic Bunkie –
mature forest / wetlands and wildlife
all in your backyard. Keith Hull**
705.444.4855  www.keithhull.com 
Virtual tour:  
myhomes.virtualtourcompany.ca/4212

SOLD

www.chestnutpark.com

393 First Street, Suite 100

(705) 445.5454  Collingwood
collingwood@chestnutpark.com

SOLD

$795,000 Custom built 5300 sq ft home in
Ravenna. 7 natural springs, 35 acres of hard-
wood forest, lush shade/fruit trees and huge
spring fed swimming pond. 5 mins to ski hills,
10 mins to Georgian Bay. Shelly Paul**
705.888.0225  www.shellypaul.com

100 ACRES OF SPECTACULAR PROPERTY

$389,000 This lovely multi level California style
home in Collingwood's West Bay area has 3
bedrooms, 3 bathrooms, family room, large
kitchen, gas fireplace & beautiful gardens.
Carol Whyne* 705.441.6709

WEST BAY GEM

$299,900 Open concept, ground floor , un-
obstructed views of Blue Mtn. Furnished 2
bdrm, 2 baths, walkout  to patio. Seasonal
outdoor pool / shuttle across street to Vil-
lage. Enjoy all that Blue has to offer.  
Keith Hull** 444.4855

“HISTORIC SNOWBRIDGE CONDO”

$259,900 Elegantly designed, main floor
master w/ 4 pc ensuite, lrg open concept
great room/kitchen. Hardwood floors, formal
dining room w/cove ceilings. Main floor laun-
dry, double garage. Southern facing yard
w/deck. Shelly Paul** 705.888.0225

2005 RAISED BUNGALOW

$219,000  This lovingly maintained home
has a sunroom at front that would work as
an office or just enjoy relaxing.  3 bdrms,
large kitchen & workshop/storage area.
Beautifully landscaped,Close to downtown.
Laurie Westlake* 705.446.7747

PRIDE OF OWNERSHIP

$152,000 Enjoy the country with only a short
drive to all the amenities in Collingwood. 1.15
acre lot-close to skiing and around the cor-
ner from Osler Brook Golf Club.  Level & par-
tially cleared.  Paige Young* 705.241.2433

BUILD IN THE COUNTRY

$189,900 Bright -well maintained, 3 bdrm, 2
bath condo.  Private treed location w/ walk-
out to deck. Open concept living/dining w/
breakfast bar, wood fireplace. Fully finished.
Adjacent to golf course.  
Ilse Ayers** 445.5454

CRANBERRY VILLAGE CONDO

$220,000 Charming Century home in a
story-book setting . Meticulously maintained,
1 ½ storey, 3 bdrms, vaulted ceilings, wrap-
around porch. Absolutely adorable. Mins to
Collingwood & Skiing. Shelly Paul **
705.888.0225 www.shellypaul.com

HAMLET OF GLEN HURON

www.chestnutpark.com

393 First Street, Suite 100

(705) 445.5454  Collingwood
collingwood@chestnutpark.com

**Broker     *Sales Representative

Wishing everyone a wonderful summer in 
beautiful Georgian Triangle.

The Chestnut Park Team is here to assist you with 
all your Real Estate needs.

www.chestnutpark.com
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STONE CUSTOM HOMES 705.888.5775 • WWW.STONECUSTOMHOMES.NET  

Incredible Family Home on the 
Blue Mountain Golf Course!

Large lot on the fairway, great 
street of finished homes, with a 
tennis court and playground!

OFFERED AT

$1,595,000

OFFERED AT

$799,000

Gorgeous top of the line 
mountain style chalet.

Over 4100 sq ft of post and 
beam luxury, just a short 
walk from the ski hills.

With projects at the Ridge Estates, Alta, and Mair Mills, we have a project to suit your budget and design style!

Home Mean to You?What Does
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Dear Stephanie, 
I really liked your spring column on paint trends. My problem is 

picking colour combinations, specifically picking a wall colour that 
matches furniture and accessories. Could you give me some great 
combinations that will help in my décor decision making?

Susan R.

Stephanie Redmond replies:
Don’t just look at the colour of the furniture when choosing wall 

colours; consider the weight of the fabric as well. A sofa with a heavy 
fabric such as leather or chenille can take a deeper tone on the walls. A sofa 
upholstered in cotton or linen will look nice on a much softer wall. For 
that red wine leather sofa (heavy!), choose something with a little more 
depth. Same thing applies for your furniture. If you have traditional dark 
wood pieces, they may appear heavy against a white wall. Your furniture 
needs a stage that suits its style and feel.

Here are a few combination ideas:

1.	 EARTHY: Chocolate brown sofa + sage green pillows and throw +  
	 toffee-coloured leather chair + crisp white pillar candles 
	 • Paint solution: Pick up on the toffee colour and use a mid-tone  
	 burnt butter colour on the walls

2.	 SOPHISTICATED: Light earth-toned sofa + navy blue pillows +  
	 chunky woven baskets + cream cashmere throw 
	 • Paint solution: Mirror the sofa and pick a light neutral with  
	 a brown base

3.	 CALM: Cream linen curtains + light grey upholstery + metal side tables 
	 • Paint solution: Introduce a bit of colour and choose a butter yellow  
	 or a light French blue on the walls

HINT: Take any element with colour into a space to see how it looks – a piece 
of clothing, a dish towel, a picture frame. This is an ideal way to test drive a 
colour without the long-term commitment! 

Dear Stephanie,
We just installed new hardwood flooring throughout the main floor 

of our home. I would like to purchase some area rugs for the living room/
dining room but I have no idea how to determine what size I need. Is there 
a set standard? Should I buy two rugs for the same room or one big one? I 
also don’t want to spend a fortune.

Janice C.

Stephanie Redmond replies:
The biggest mistake that people make with area rugs is going too small. 

A guideline to follow is that your furniture should sit comfortably on your 
area rug. You can inset the rug under the back of the sofa, but leave at least 
eight inches so that it doesn’t look like an error. If you have ample space, 
allow chairs to sit comfortably on the area rug. Don’t skimp. As far as one 
or two rugs go – if your space is very large or walls indent to decipher one 

room from another, then use two carpets in the same style. This gives the 
illusion of a larger space. If your space is quite small, use one large one to 
lengthen the room. Area rugs are not inexpensive and they are long-term 
purchases. Make sure you inform your carpet dealer of what your needs 
are, whether you have children or pets, and your budget. Ask about stain 
resistance and edging details. 

HINT: Use green painter’s tape to tape out the size of the rug you think is 
right and then measure it!

Dear Stephanie,
How can I use framed mirrors to make a room look larger?
Charlene W.

Stephanie Redmond replies:
The options are endless, but I have one guideline: Place your mirror on 

a side wall, not on a wall facing an entry. You shouldn’t feel as though you 
are walking toward yourself every time you enter a room. 

A mirror will act as a window reflecting light into a space. Try a 
starburst above a fireplace or a slim, framed mirror on a side wall. Line up 
two or three of the same mirrors (horizontally or vertically) for an even 

more compelling reflection. Cluster 
small mirrors to add a fun sparkle, just 
as you would group a selection of your 
favourite family photos. Be bold! Don’t 
be afraid to use a large piece in a small 
space. This will add some much needed 
scale. Can’t find the right mirror? Visit 
a frame store and have one made that 
suits your décor. 

HINT: Have a friend hold up your pieces 
to see what the mirror will reflect once 
it’s hung. You don’t want to make holes 
in a wall only to discover that you can see 
your toilet from your living room sofa! OH

Designer Stephanie Redmond 
answers your questions.

If you need help, send your questions to
stephanie@ourhomesmagazine.com 	

carpets • hardwood • ceramic tile • ViNYl/lamiNates

dupoNt • shaw • armstroNg • Bruce • FloorcraFt 
maNNiNgtoN • olYmpia tile • ceNtura ...and more

(705) 428-2803    7439 Hwy 26, Stayner, ON

Come see our vast array of contemporary and  
traditional flooring choices to suit any lifestyle 

or room. We’ll determine the best flooring  
solutions for your needs & budget...and follow it up  
with professional installation and after-sales support.

We’ve got you covered!

Service ...Selection ...Expertise

Feel free to modify 
anything, except
your expectations.

519.599.3565 

dreamhomes@braehall.ca 

www.braehall.ca

151 King Street, Hwy #26, Thornbury

Minds change. No one understands that better than 

a builder. Where you once saw a fireplace is now the 

perfect spot for a window. No problem. Braehall has 

been Southern Georgian Bay’s Viceroy Dealer and 

Builder for over 10 years. We’ve built custom homes 

ranging from a 1500 square foot beach house, to an 

8000 square foot country estate. (And, everything 

in between.) Nothing phases us. 
Bring us your plans, or browse through some of ours. 

And, bring your highest expectations. 

We have plans to exceed them. 
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where lakeside living finds its edge

A lakeside community located on Georgian Bay in downtown Collingwood, Ontario  
on the site of a late 19th century shipyard now revitalized as a uniquely-designed residential community. 
Naturally connected to the lake, The Shipyards offers the best of life – all year long. A rewarding haven 

for people who crave nature, friends, culture, the outdoors and all the comforts of home, complemented by 
a day-to-day lifestyle that’s beyond compare. If all of this – plus the ease and prestige of The Shipyards’ 

Concierge and Residents’ Clubhouse – sounds like you, this is where it starts. 
By the water, where lakeside living finds its edge – The Shipyards.

Prices subject to change without notice. E. & O.E. Sotheby’s International Realty Canada, Toronto Brokerage. Each office is independently owned and operated. Sotheby’s International Realty® is a registered trademark.

toll free: 1.877.446.2626 – theshipyards.com

occupancy summer 2009 • priced from the low $300’s

LIFE BY THE WATER

theshipyards.com

home

waterside low-rise condominiums and townhomes • waterfront promenade • residents’ clubhouse • concierge

09168-SY-OurHomes-Ad.indd   1 6/26/09   1:14:25 PM



OOur Style Picks offer simple ways to make your home a fun, happy place to be this summer.

“What sunshine is to flowers, smiles are 
to humanity.” – Joseph Addison

BY  STEPHAN I E  REDMOND //  PHOTOGRAPHY  BY  BONN I E  FOX

JINJER
(1) Beer Glasses 
Hand blown beer bottles made in Canada and 
stretched into glass form. Each one is unique. Pick 
your favourite beer or mix it up for a fun alternative 
to the ubiquitous ‘matching set.’ It’s summer… enjoy!
The Village at Blue Mountain
705.445.5055

BARK & FITZ
(3) Dog Bowls 
Modern, clean-looking dog bowls on a 
raised platform. They come in different 
sizes depending on your breed. Includes two 
bowls – one for water, one for kibble. For the 
seriously pampered pooch.
The Village at Blue Mountain 
705.445.2500

VICTORIAN VALUES
(2) Summer Napkins
Fancy up your summer picnics with these cotton and 
hem-stitched linen napkins. Choose your palette and 
then mix and match florals with stripes. A little shot  
of colour that will make your table sing.
128 Mill St. 
Creemore
705.466.6327

1

2

3

Continued on page 26

Showroom 84 High Street, Collingwood, ON 705.444.2100     georgiandesigncentre.ca

 O P E N  T O  T H E  P U B L I C 
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CADIEUX ECOSTUDIO
(6) Reclaimed Wood Stair 
Absolutely to die for. This custom reclaimed 
wood stair (not to code as shown) is beautiful 
in its simplicity. Would be stunning in a wall-to-
wall application as well and so fitting for the 
modern ski retreat. 
48A Pine St.
Collingwood 
705.606.0610

L’OCCITANE EN PROVENCE
(4) Shea Butter Soap 
Delicious smelling shea butter soaps in 
lavender, verbena and milk. It’s the kind of 
classic packaging that looks so good I have a 
hard time unwrapping it… until I give it a sniff. 
The Village at Blue Mountain
705.446.9596

CARDBOARD CASTLES
(7) Crazy Forts
A creative way for kids to spend time this 
summer, especially inside on rainy days. This 
toy comes with 69 pieces to build the shell of 
a fort. Just add bedsheets for endless fun.
146 Mill St. 
Creemore
705.466.9998

PARROTS N’ PARSNIPS
(9) Paysanne Chairs 
Made in Quebec, the Paysanne chair is 
available in many colours with a selection 
of seat choices: solid pine, snowshoe or 
seagrass. A country classic that won’t ever 
tire. I happen to love the teal chosen by 
Parrots N’ Parsnips! 
99 King St. E. 
Thornbury 
519.599.5153  OH

RM GIBBONS FINE 
WOODWORKING 
(8) Chess Table 
This unique piece has a 
sculpted top of tiger maple 
while the chessboard is 
made of squares of maple 
and African Padauk. The 
reversible chessboard hides a 
felt-lined storage area for the 
chess pieces.
6-334 Sykes St. S.
Meaford
519.538.0770

INTERIOR MOTIVES
(5) Room Divider With Shelves 
I’ve never seen anything like 
this room divider with shelving 
slotted between the slats. Use 
traditionally or against a wall or 
window to display your favourite 
objets d’art. A fantastic idea. 
40 Bruce St. S.
Thornbury 
519.599.5013

4

5

6

7

8

9
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It’s been humbling to discover that one 
of the most expensive items in 

the never-ending project of 
improving our old home 

has been human error 
– not the architect’s, 
not the contractor’s, 

not the electrician’s or the 
plumber’s, but my own. 
I could probably place a 
dollar value on how much 
I’ve cost myself, but it 
would be too depressing. 
Just thinking about it 

makes me cringe. 
When we bought the building – a mid-

19th century commercial structure – the 
previous owner had already begun the 
saga of turning it into a modern dwelling. 

Then he’d run out of money. Or maybe the 
sheer magnitude of the work had ground 

him down and he’d given up in despair. There 
were even rumours that marital strife had led him 

to sell – a not unknown consequence of renovations 
that go on for too long. Whatever it was, we showed up, and his last 

straw became our call to arms. 
We discovered, among other things, that he’d roughed in two separate 

waste water collection systems, one for the toilets and one for all the rest 
– from the sinks, the showers, the washing machines, the dishwasher, the 
bathtubs. Though I didn’t know it at the time, he’d actually created the 
infrastructure for what we would now call a “grey water system.” The 
“black water” from the toilets would go into the holding tank, and all the 
rest – contaminated by little more than hair, grease and soapy residue – 
would go its separate way, in this case, through a pipe and straight into the 
river at the bottom of the garden. It would clearly have been both illegal 
and harmful and, feeling very righteous, we ripped out the secondary 
system and rerouted all the plumbing to the holding tank.

SOAKED!
IS THERE A SIMPLE SOLUTION  
TO SOARING WATER COSTS?

BY  PAUL  W ILSON

Continued on page 30

“From now on, 
my mantra is: Grey 
is the new Green”

705-445-7085

IMMACULATE DESIGNER CONDO
2 bdrm. w/views to Bay from balcony.
Shows to perfection & priced to sell.

$234,900

LIGHTHOUSE WATERFRONT
3 bdrm. on ground floor w/garage.

Stunning interiors w/upgrades galore.
$619,900

CIRCA 1864
Lovingly restored stone farmhouse

on 49+ scenic acres. Minutes to
downtown Meaford.

$1,195,000

WALK TO BEACH & TOWN
Custom built 5 bdrm. w/location to die for.

Words can not do this one justice.
Must see!

$1,550,000

www.sellingcollingwood.com

Sherry Rioux, 
Broker
Direct: 705-444-2470

Looking for the Cream?

Call Sherry Rioux,
your Collingwood & area real estate Broker.

705-445-7085

Looking for a sweet deal?

Christine Smith,
Broker
Direct 705-888-0201

Emma Baker,
Sales Rep.
Direct 705-444-3989

Beautiful Family Home
On over half an acre
with many upgrades.

$374,698

2 Bdrm Reverse Plan
Ski, golf, bike and hike

your heart out.
$157,876

Cape Cod Delight
Village home near all amenities.

$299,721

Views of Georgian Bay
Stunning country home on dream property.

$838,767

Call Christine Smith & Emma Baker,
your Collingwood & area real estate sales team!

www.homesatbluemountain.com

NEW
 LISTING

NEW
 LISTING
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Twelve years and thousands of dollars later, it pains me to admit that 
the former owner was, perhaps without knowing it, a visionary. Today, 
a growing number of householders and cottagers in water-rich Ontario 
are discovering what hundreds of thousands in arid regions like the 
American southwest or Australia or in places like Japan, already know: 
that separating grey water from black water is one of the best things you 
can do to conserve water, take pressure off overloaded sewage treatment 
systems and save yourself money while helping the environment.

There are several ways, all of them legal, to benefit from grey water. The 
most straightforward is to redirect your domestic grey water to an indoor 
tank that will filter out impurities, chlorinate it and then pump it back to 
the toilets for flushing. This way you get double mileage out of your grey 
water, which in most households accounts for about 70 per cent of the total 
water usage. There’s a Canadian-designed system called the Brac that will 
do just this. Chris Thompson, who sells it though his company, The Install 
Team (www.theinstallteam.com), has retrofitted his Barrie home with a 
Brac, and he reports that in the past 12 months, his five-member household 
saved about 100,000 litres of water. If the pattern holds, it will net him 
$300 in savings next year, and if the cost of water continues to rise at the 
current rate, his Brac system will have paid for itself in five years. 

Denis Orendt, executive director of the Ontario Onsite Wastewater 
Association, confirms that interest in grey water systems is surging in 
Ontario. Orendt’s company, eco-work (www.eco-work.ca), is involved in 
both residential and larger projects. The CNE, the Royal Botanical Gardens in 
Hamilton, Trent University and some summer camps, like Camp Kawartha, 
are installing grey water reuse systems, some of them in conjunction with 
new rainwater collecting systems that lessen the demand for municipal water 
even further. And some homebuilders in Oshawa, Newmarket and Owen 
Sound are preinstalling the Brac, or similar systems, in their new housing.

David Brezer, director of Building and Development with the Ministry 
of Municipal Affairs and Housing, told me that the Ontario Building Code, 
revised in 2006, is the first in Canada to provide specific guidelines for 
grey water recovery systems. Brezer says the changes have been driven, 
in part, by a heightened interest in such systems, but also by hopes that 
the new Code will drive innovation in the field. 

Section 8, for instance, lays down the minimum legal requirements for 
another type of dispersal system, officially called a Class 2 Sewage System, 
but more commonly known as a “leaching pit.” For those like myself, with 
an older home on an appropriately sized piece of property, this system 
may be the best choice. If the flow of grey water from your home does not 
exceed 1,000 litres a day, you can run it outside into a specially constructed 
pit. From there, the water will leach into the topsoil and be purified by 
the action of microbes and plants in the soil. The system is both legal and 
safe, as long as setback and construction guidelines are followed. (Further 
information at www.ontario.ca/buildingcode or 416-585-6666.)

Although it’s hard to find anything seriously flawed about modern grey water 
systems, the battle to gain them acceptance is just beginning. Many inspectors 
are nervous about requests for permits and some municipal officials are even 
hostile to the idea, apparently believing that a boom in grey water systems would 
mean reduced water revenue for them. It’s a short-sighted view, especially given 
the increasing pressure on our water and sewage treatment plants. Some cities, 
like Guelph, have been quicker to recognize the benefits and are offering rebates 
to residents who install approved systems, something Denis Orendt believes the 
province and the federal government should take up as well.

Grey water systems aren’t the sexiest fare on the eco-menu but they 
may well be the next big thing. From now on, my mantra is: Grey is the 
new Green. I will be repeating it often as I continue to shell out to rectify 
the stupid mistake I made so many years ago. OH

Paul Wilson is a writer, editor and translator who lives full time in rural Ontario. 
He can be reached at paul.heathcote@sympatico.ca.

Black Tusk DevelopmenT Group lTD.
William Brown – President / Architectural Designer

519-599-3337  www.blacktuskdevelopment.ca

Architectural Design / Project Management / Construction

Your vision.
Your legacy
Black Tusk Development Group combines exceptional 

design with thoughtful execution for residential design 

and construction projects. Now is the time to create a 

home you’ve often dreamed of, one to share with family 

and friends. Contact us today to complete your vision for 

a custom home, or select one from our portfolio of plans.

FINE FURNITURE & APPLIANCES
FOLEY’S 511 Hume Street, Hwy 26, Collingwood

705.445.0661 • 1.800.461.9199

w w w . f o l e y s . c a

Visit our store online: www.foleys.ca
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BRINGING YOUR INDOOR STYLE TO

The Great Outdoors
BY  GLEN  PELOSO

SSummer is here and I can see neighbours, friends and family heading 
outside to enjoy the warm weather. Dinners in the yard or garden visits are 
what we are turning our attention to. We want to enjoy living in the great 
outdoors with all the comforts of being indoors. With the advancements 
in outdoor furniture, that is completely achievable.

POOL PARTY
Have a look at the space that you have at the back of the house and decide 
how best to divide it up to create both comfort and luxury. A pool offers a 
clear, central focus and function to the yard. This is the area around which 
to create your lounge or living area as it will be where people congregate 
for fun. Depending on how large the decking is around the pool, there 
should be lounge chairs for the sun worshipers. However, we are now able 
to gauge just how much sun we get with canopies being built right into 
the lounge chairs. The other new addition to the lounger is hydraulic lifts 
eliminating the need to get up and adjust that bar behind the backrest.

If the decking has a little more area, you can also incorporate an 
outdoor sofa and coffee table set up so that area also becomes an ideal 
place to entertain or to simply curl up with a book and a summer drink. 
Conversely, you can create a wild lounge area so that your backyard will 
be party central.

 Even if you don’t have a pool, all of this can be achieved on the deck 
or back patio. 

FURNITURE
With the advent of the woven, recycled plastic structure and fantastic 
outdoor, mould-resistant fabrics, we are allowed to play with shapes and 
styles like never before. There are many lines of this style of furniture in 
all price points. 

DINING ROOM
You also want to be able to create a dining room outdoors. I think it is 
always best to have this area closest to the back door of the house as this 

is typically where the barbeque is and it allows for easy travel of foods 
and dishes from the kitchen to the table. Again, the advanced styles of 
furniture means that you no longer have to be tied to the white plastic 
chairs that are available at the big box stores. With the development of 
some really fantastic furniture you can see that you are able to create 
spaces that will weather well and last you for years to come, while 
achieving the look of fine hotels around the world.

In terms of making furniture choices, you want to look for items that 
have classic lines. You also want to be sure that they weather well, as 
our Canadian climate is hard on furniture. Being able to have outdoor 
furniture that is every bit as beautiful as your indoor furniture allows you 
to double the size of your living area in the good weather. In the past, it 
was difficult to host a brilliant dinner party in the backyard as the seating 
areas were never all that comfortable. I think it best to look at styles that 
are similar to what you have chosen for the indoors of your house so that 
you create a seamless feeling between the indoors and the outdoors. 

UPHOLSTERY
The upholstery for outdoor furniture can be changed when you tire of the 
look or pattern. If you use quality neutral-coloured fabrics for the main 
cushions, you can add a spark with great accent cushions in mould-resistant 
fabrics that can be found at any good fabric store. Summer by summer you 
can change these cushions, which will give you the feeling of a new space 
each year in the same way the surrounding gardens change year-by-year.

As we are pushing on the gates of time to get us back into the great 
outdoors, don’t ignore the indoors but do what you can to marry the 
two. What you finally end up with is a fantastic space that will keep you 
feeling as though you have gone to a resort. Now, the only thing that needs 
sunblock is your skin!  OH

Glen Peloso is the principal of Glen Peloso Interiors, an internationally known 
Canadian interior design firm.
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I will be using a garden hose. The basic formula is this: one millimetre of 
rain on one square metre of roof equals one litre of water. To put it another 
way, 25 mm of rainfall on a 1,000 sq. ft. roof produces 632 gallons. The 
average rainfall in Ontario for the month of March is 88 mm. If you install 
your rain barrel properly in early March, it will be brimming when the 
warmer weather allows you to wash your car, or when you want pure rain 
to water your garden.

Rain barrels are both economical and good for the environment.

BENEFITS:
•	 A rain barrel decreases your water consumption during summer 
months (40 per cent of your water usage is for outside activities). 
Consumers will save money and help municipalities reduce wastewater 
and treatment costs.
•	 A rain barrel decreases storm-water runoff around your property, 
reducing your chance of basement flooding, which happens when storm 
sewers exceed capacity. 
•	 A rain barrel decreases the burden on the municipality’s wastewater 
treatment facilities and drainage systems during periods of heavy rainfall. 
•	 A rain barrel provides naturally softened, chlorine-free water for 
greener lawns and gardens, delicate houseplants, auto cleaning, pet 
washing and window washing. 
•	 When set up properly, a rain barrel directs water away from your 
foundation and reduces the chance of water damage.
•	 A rain barrel conserves water during hot, dry summer months. 
•	 A ran barrel prevents mosquito growth by reducing standing water 
around a home and captures rooftop and gutter debris in a screen, which 
makes it easy to dump it in your composter instead of having it run down 
your paved driveway.
•	 A rain barrel reduces the amount of chemicals, salt, oil and gasoline 
(that might be sitting on your driveway) from being washed into storm 
drains and into our natural waterways.

COST AND SELECTION:
•	 A standard 55-gallon plastic barrel with a leaf screen, spout and 
overflow valve costs between $80 and $200. Environmentally-conscious 
retailers with a “green movement” marketing strategy, will charge 
somewhere in that range. The cost will vary depending on the style. Some 
barrels are designed to be more aesthetically pleasing, others are more 
practical. If you are in the market for something a little more you can opt 
for a high-end wooden whiskey barrel. One built by a professional cooper 
will probably run you $300. The other option is to find a 55-gallon blue 
food container drum, which can cost as little as $20, and purchase the 
additional components at a hardware store. Directions for construction 
can be found easily using any popular Internet search engine.
A few things to be aware of: 
•	 A full 55-gallon rain barrel can weigh 500 pounds. Be sure the drum 
is placed on a level surface. Some patio stones or a concrete pad would be 
best. You do not want to risk the drum tilting and losing water when full, 
and having it run into your basement. 
•	  Be sure to make use of the overfill valve. You can run a hose to a smaller 
barrel, and continue that down to another smaller barrel still, creating a 
“Russian doll” appearance, or you can simply extend the hose away from 
the home to let any excess water out of the barrel. 
•	 Be sure to face the faucet at the bottom of the drum away from the 
home and pointed in the direction that makes it most accessible. 

For maintenance, be sure to clean the debris screen, and when the 
weather turns cold, drain it and disconnect it, or else the frozen water 
will expand and ruin your barrel. 

If it works out well, the only time you will use the chlorinated water 
from your garden hose will be to rinse out your rain barrel.  OH

Rain  over me
JASON  SK I L L INGS

USING RAIN BARRELS AROUND THE HOME

EEvery home in Ontario should have at least one rain barrel. What is a 
rain barrel? It can be defined as any type of container – large or small – that 
is connected to the eaves-trough, or sits below, the downspout on your 
home to collect rainwater effectively for later use. The idea is not new. In 
areas where drought is common or running water is not a commodity, 
or where growing populations are stressing the current water system, 
municipalities urge residents to find ways to save and use rain water – 
even if the use is just washing your dog. The idea of a small individual 
effort making a big difference, if multiplied many times, rings true in the 
use of a rain barrel.

But how long will it take for the barrel to fill? The concept of helping 
the environment only works if the rain barrel is full of rain. If I have time 
to wash my car, and the rain barrel only has five centimetres of rain in it, 

705-445-5454
393 First Street, Suite 100, Collingwood 

List with the movie gals and 
we’ll make your home a star!
We zoom in on all the feel good, great qualities of your 
home and highlight its’ selling points using our movies –
complete with music, voice over and closely edited scenes.

Barb Thompson 
SALES REP

Anita Lauer 
SALES REP

www.themoviegals.com
Real estate in action!

85  HURONTAR IO  STREET  • ( 705 )  445 -1988
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Celebrate Clerkson's 
30th Anniversary With Savings!

C O L L I N G W O O D
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THE MIGHTY
FLANK STEAK

Summer Entertaining on the Grill
BY MARIA DASILVA // PHOTOGRAPHY BY SCOTT HUNTER

TThanks to an increasing popularity on 
restaurant menus, in magazines and on television 
cooking shows, the humble flank steak has 
made a comeback at meat counters across the 
country. How lucky for us, and just in time for  
summer entertaining.

Flank steak is a long lean muscle from the 

belly side of the cow and has some really good 

things going for it. As far as steaks go, they are 

relatively inexpensive, so you can impress guests 

with a fancy steak dinner without breaking 

the bank. Because it’s a somewhat tougher cut 

of meat than tenderloin or rib cuts, it stands 

up well to marinades. This makes it great for 

entertaining because you can marinate the steak 

earlier in the day or the night before, freeing 

up time to cut flowers, mow the lawn or catch 

up on summer reading in the hammock before 

guests arrive. 

Flank steak is also fast cooking, taking only 

about six minutes to grill to medium-rare. With 

flank steak, rarer is better. A well-done flank 

steak tends to be on the chewy side.

And finally, the flank steak is an incredibly 

versatile cut. Sliced flank steak makes a mean 

sandwich filler or salad topper. And the raw 

meat, thinly sliced across the grain, makes great 

beginnings for a beef stir-fry. Like any cut of 

beef, flank steak takes well to many flavours, 

so feel free to experiment. A French-inspired 

marinade with red wine and lots of herbs is 

great for entertaining (see recipe below), but 

an Asian-inspired marinade with soy sauce, 

chiles and rice vinegar or a Mexican-inspired 

marinade with the fresh flavours of lime, chiles 

and coriander will be great too!

Any way you slice it, f lank steak is the 

ultimate summer entertaining steak. So, call 

your friends and fire up the grill. Summer’s here 

and it’s time to celebrate. Continued on page 38
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FLANK STEAK:
• In small skillet, toast peppercorns, 
coriander seeds and bay leaves 
over high heat, shaking pan often, 
until toasted and fragrant, about 2 
minutes. Transfer toasted ingredients 
to cutting board; lightly crush 
with bottom of heavy saucepan. 
Transfer to 13 by 9-inch glass baking 
dish. Whisk in wine, oil, vinegar, 
Worcestershire sauce, garlic, green 
onions, thyme and parsley.
• Poke steak all over with fork and 
place in marinade. Turn steak to coat 
both sides; cover and refrigerate 
for at least four hours or up to 24 
hours. Remove steak and marinade 
from fridge one hour before grilling 
to come to room temperature.
•  Transfer marinade to smal l 
saucepan. Bring to boil. Boil for 
one minute; set aside.
• Preheat grill to medium-high. 
Sprinkle steak all over with salt. 
Grill steak, turning once and basting 
with reserved marinade, for six to 
eight minutes for medium-rare. 
• Slice steak thinly across the grain 
to serve. 

SALAD: 
• Gril l  peppers until  skins are 
blistered and blackened. Transfer 
to bowl; cover and let stand for 
10 minutes. Peel off skins; remove 
seeds and slice.
• Grill asparagus on piece of foil 
paper or using grill basket until 
tender-crisp, about three mintues. 
Cut into thirds.
• In salad bowl, toss together peppers, 
asparagus and salad greens. Toss 
with oil, vinegar, salt and pepper to 
taste. Serve with steak.  OH

GRILLED FLANK STEAK 
WITH ROASTED PEPPER 
AND ASPARAGUS SALAD
A two-pound flank steak 
will feed four to six people. 
Increase the amount of steak 
and marinade as needed to 
fit your crowd.

FLANK STEAK:

1 tbsp peppercorns

1 tbsp coriander seeds

2 bay leaves

1/2 cup red wine

2 tbsp olive oil

2 tbsp red wine vinegar

1 tbsp Worcestershire 
sauce

3 cloves garlic, halved

3 green onions, chopped

3 sprigs each fresh 
thyme and parsley

2 lb flank steak

1 tsp salt

SALAD

3 sweet peppers 
(red, orange, yellow  
or mixed)

12 spears asparagus

8 cups mixed baby salad 
greens

Extra-virgin olive oil

White balsamic or white 
wine vinegar

Sea salt

Fresh ground pepper

GRAIN FEDBEEF

For the choicest cuts of locally grown 
grain fed beef in the area, stop by on 
your way to Collingwood.

Stayner Meat Packers
705.428.3006 • 877.206.1139 • info@staynermeatpackers.com

www.staynermeatpackers.com • 352 Warrington Rd, Stayner, ON
From Hwy 26, take Ontario St, right on Superior St, left on Warrington Rd

New Store Hours -  Mon. to Thurs. til 5PM, Friday to 8PM & Saturday to 3PM

Proud Supplier of Buddha Dog
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104 High Street • Collingwood
tel: 705.446.1569

Doing it right

Come in for a
Free Kitchen Design

by one of our experts!

A TOOL THAT LETS YOU
PLAN AND WORK BETTER!

RONA stores across the province will accept leftover paint for free recycling, 
part of a new initiative to keep as much as 33,000 tonnes of hazardous 
household waste from being buried. 

The RONA Inc. initiative, which copies a decade-old program operated in 
Quebec, is one of several efforts being mounted under the new Municipal 
Hazardous or Special Waste program.

RONA will take the paint it collects and ship 
it to a Quebec-based company where it 
will be “reconditioned” and sold under the 
brand name Boomerang in RONA stores. 
Leftover latex and alkyd paint, stain and 
varnish are all accepted.

“Boomerang will be on shelves as soon as we 
have sufficient quantity,” said Michael Rushton, 
RONA’S vice-president of big-box stores in 
Ontario. “This is all part of our new initiative to 
be more sustainable and eco-friendly.”

www.rona.ca

There has never 
been a better time 

to renovate!
Renovate & take advantage of rebates 
from both RONA & the government:

PAINT• FLOORING • DECKING
KITCHENS • BATHROOMS...  & MORE

See in-store for details on the RONA 
renovation rebate-matching program

USE YOUR RONA VISA DESJARDINS CARD OR ANY 
OTHER VISA DESJARDINS CARD TO BUY ALL THE 
SUPPLIES YOU NEED.

RETURN THE SURPLUS MERCHANDISE, FREE OF 
CHARGE AND INTEREST, FOR A PRE-DETERMINED 
PERIOD OF TIME.

AUTOMATICALLY CONVERT THE BALANCE OF 
ALL YOUR PURCHASES INTO A FINANCING PLAN 
TO BE PAID OFF IN EQUAL INSTALLMENTS AT A 
VERY COMPETITIVE INTEREST RATE. PAY CLOSE 
ATTENTION TO THE END DATE, BECAUSE ONCE YOU 
START, THE GRACE PERIOD CANNOT BE CHANGED.

NO ANNUAL FEE.

COMPETITIVE ANNUAL INTEREST RATE.

windows, flooring, painting,
kitchens, bathrooms, fences, 

decks, basements & MORE

ASK ABOUT OUR INSTALL PROGRAM TODAY
Certified Installers backed with a one year warranty

We
install



     For The
Whole Family

DESIGNERS STEPHANIE REDMOND & SANDRA MACGILLIVRAY 
COLLABORATE WITH ARCHITECT BRAD ABBOTT ON AN 
UNASSUMING CRAIGLEITH HOME FOR THE FAMILY TREE.
BY  STEPHAN I E  REDMOND //  PHOTOGRAPHY  BY  SANDY  MACKAY 

The great room in 
the home is a central 
gathering area for the 
whole family. 
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OPPOSITE PAGE: Custom sofas and 
Lee leather chairs on a textural wool 
carpet lend intimacy to the open 
concept living space.

TOP LEFT: Grey washed cabinetry 
and granite countertops give weight 
to the kitchen to balance the height 
of the ceilings.

BOTTOM LEFT: Folding glass panels 
and an outdoor fireplace extend life 
on the screened-in porch well into the 
colder seasons.

MIDDLE: The turret is an elegant link 
to the children’s wing with access to 
the side garden and outdoor hot tub.

B
BRAD ABBOTT ON ARCHITECTURE

The homeowners are active grandparents who wanted to create an 
escarpment escape that would accommodate three generations. The idea 
was not uncommon for the area. The senior members of the family wish to 
provide a retreat for the younger generations on weekends and holidays. 
Fortunately, they already had the two most important assets: a bushel of 
fun-loving grandchildren and a fabulous lot.

The essence of the design was to imagine the home as a “mini village” and 
to make it feel as if it had grown up on this spot over a long period of time. 

The main family gathering space with living, dining and kitchen became 
the stone “schoolhouse” anchoring the “village.” Linked by glass-enclosed 
bridges are three other buildings dressed in board-and-batten siding. One is 
the mudroom and art studio; another is the master suite with an office and 
home gym below; and the third is a two-storey building with two junior 
master suites and four bedrooms for the grandchildren. Continued on page 47
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Apart from the romantic “ village” storyboard, there were four 
tangible benefits to splitting the home into the four buildings: The first 
was the outdoor spaces created between the buildings. Two very private 
courtyards resulted. The second was the generous access to natural light 
by way of large double hung windows. The third was that each building 
is separately zoned for heating and cooling and can be independently 
shut down when not in use. Finally, by splitting the home into smaller 
buildings, we kept each section to a manageable and human scale. The 
design successfully disguises its 9,200 sq. ft.

Today the home is buzzing with activity. No one complains as each 
person has a place of their own to escape to. The owners, in concert with 
builder Dave Harrington of Absolute Craftsmen, have succeeded in 
creating a place where everyone wants to be. Continued on page 48

LEFT: The front  
porch resembles an  
old farmhouse 
complete with swallows 
nesting overhead.

BELOW: The position 
of the home takes 
advantage of the 
double-wide treed lot. 
The stone patio with 
fire pit is a place to 
enjoy company with  
a striking view of  
the bay.

RIGHT: The patio  
with fire pit.
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STEPHANIE REDMOND ON INTERIOR DESIGN
The homeowners are architecturally savvy and challenged design 

decisions with educated opinions. It was important to them to create 
warmth so the space did not overwhelm. It needed to be user-friendly for 
the grandchildren and relaxing for the parents.

In the centre of the home, the stage was set for years of gathering. All 
of the built-ins were designed with Bernard Rioux of Rioux Cabinetry. 
The shaker-style kitchen, island and bar are made of grey washed hemlock  

 

and walnut. In the centre of this space is a dining table made of reclaimed 
wood surrounded by red paysanne chairs from Quebec – a whimsical nod 
to the red knobs on the stainless cook top. 

The house evokes a sense of casual tradition. The paints are rich and 
subtle, the fabrics textural. A floral Cowtan and Tout linen on a William 
Birch chair sits in the corner of the master bedroom as a cosy reading nook. 
The space has an overall sense of calm. Continued on page 50

LEFT: A brightly-striped 
carpet in cotton and woven 
stools keep the feeling 
casual and young in one of 
the master bedrooms in the 
children’s wing.

ABOVE: With a two-tone 
maple vanity and white  
stone top, the light palette 
keeps the bath clean  
and contemporary.

RIGHT: A creative den on the 
main floor. The paint studio  
is a popular gathering spot 
for everyone.
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Although large, the children’s wing feels like a big bunkie. The stair is carpeted 
in a wool Missoni runner that won’t show a spec of dirt. Features include navy 
blue headboards, crisp white sheets, a large-scale leaf from Brunschwig and Fils, 
textural neutrals and a multi-colored striped headboard. 

The paint studio is where “granny” paints and the grandchildren learn. 
The finger joints on the cabinetry and the overall design were a huge success. 
The pantry is a nothing little space that was transformed with a sink and a 
vision – a place to wash potatoes and cut flowers from the garden. 

The day these photos were taken, I saw the house in full swing: 
grandchildren running about, cookbooks open on the kitchen counter 
and one camera-shy grandfather watching golf in the family room. A well 
used home. And a job well done.  OH

LEFT: Library lights above navy blue 
headboards for late night reading in 
one of the grandchildren’s rooms.

MIDDLE: The small pantry is a tiny 
gem off the entry with farm sink for 
washing potatoes or potting plants.

BOTTOM: The grandchildren arrive 
for a visit.

BTM BARRIE TRIM &
MOULDINGS INC.

S p e c i a l i z i n g  i n  c u S t o m  t r i m ,  D o o r S  &  S t a i r S  S i n c e  1 9 8 5
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Jasper Architectural Design is a leader in alternative design and 
construction methods, offering a gateway to cutting-edge concepts and 

low impact environmental solutions

 www.jasperdesign.ca

C U S T O M  H O M E  D E S I G N



HOME
ZONE

THE PLACE: When you arrive at Home Zone — Bed, Bath & More, you’re greeted 

with a warm smile from Kathy McDonald or one of her friendly staff. This popular 

destination shop is located next to its companion store, Ladies Designer Fashions. The 

businesses owned by McDonald are linked by more than proximity. After eight years 

of success with her clothing store, McDonald extended her vision to include bedding, 

bath and home accessories two-and-a-half years ago. McDonald explains, “The shops 

work together well, once you understand that Home Zone caters to those looking for 

affordable fashion for the home.”

BY  J IM  FOX  //  PHOTOGRAPHY  BY  BONN I E  FOX

Continued on page 56
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THE STYLE: With her years of experience in the operational 

management end of corporate retail, McDonald knows the market 

well. “I enjoy researching the newest trends and finding fresh new 

products. I spend, on average, two days a week buying for the store 

with trips to Toronto and Montreal to find the latest items that we 

can offer customers at a mid-range price point. We have new goods 

arriving every week so that we can stay current. We’re adding more 

home accessories to the linen and bedding that we already carry.” 

WHAT’S HOT: “Colour, colour, colour!” McDonald says. “We offer 

what’s current and make suggestions to our clients as to how they can 

pull together the colours they like to make it work for their home.”

SEASONAL: For summer, McDonald offers items for outdoor 

entertaining and a new product called an ice bag, which chills 

water or wine, making it a wonderful hostess gift. Keeping ahead 

of current trends in home fashion, McDonald’s offerings suit each 

season — flannel sheets and throws for winter and lighter weight 

fabrics and duvets for spring and summer.

FAVOURITES: McDonald’s highlights include eco-friendly fabrics 

made from bamboo and organic sheets and towels — all geared to 

enhance homes from the rustic to the traditional to the modern.

WHERE: 209554 Hwy. 26 West, Collingwood

Tel: 705.445.5346, hzbedbath@yahoo.ca  OH

40 BRUCE STREET S THORNBURY   519-599-5013
www.interiormotivesonline.com

Jo in  us  Thanksg iv ing  weekend  
fo r  our  famous 9 th  ann iversary  sa le…

unique . green . breathtaking

THE ULTIMATE IN GIFTWARE

get inspired...by nature

“Flooring our community
one family at a time”

King’s Court, Thornbury  .  www.floorcrafters.ca  .  519.599.5055

HARDWOOD  .  NATURAL STONE  .  GRANITE  .  FRAMELESS GLASS
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• CARPET • HARDWOOD 
• LAMINATE • CERAMIC TILES 

• WINDOWS N’BLINDS
• AREA RUGS • SHUTTERS

705.445.2166
519.538.2166
www.deansrugland.com

2808 HWY 124, IN DUNTROON (South of Collingwood)

NOW OPEN!
334 SYKES STREET, UNIT 4, IN MEAFORD (HWY 26)

King’s Court, Hwy 26, Thornbury

Mon - Fri 10-5:30 • Sat 10-5 • Sun 11-5
519.599.5153    www.parrotsnparsnips.com

P74CUBD0802-HT7X40730OHMGB-4C-00294594  
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Imagine 
what you can do...  

•  Optional iMatch Quick 
Hitch 

• Makes attaching rear 
implements a snap  

• Quik-Park Loader 
Mounting System 

• Easy on/off design with 
no tools needed  

•  Quiet, industry-leading 
Factory Cabs 

• Enjoy a/c in summer, 
heat in winter  

• Outstanding visibility, 
sealed from dust 

• Snow blowers, blades & 
brooms available  

•  4WD and effortless 
power steering 

• Deep engine torque for 
tough loads  

• Tillers, wood chippers, 
post hole augers 

• Aerators, spreaders, 
seeders and more  

Snow Blower & Cab  

Blow, Mow, Haul.  

Wood Chipper & Loader  

Chip, Till, Seed.  

Loader & Backhoe  

Dig, Lift, Groom.  

www.JohnDeere.com 

Because you take pride in your home, 
John Deere makes utility tractors that work as hard as you do with 
more versatile attachments to handle any task. 
Your Land, Your Brand. John Deere.  

With more 
than 125 

available 
attachment 

options  

 



Paradise AT THE 
GARDEN GATES

BY  SAMANTHA  MART IN  //  PHOTOGRAPHY  BY  SANDY  MACKAY

A Sweet William wildflower garden in 
full bloom grows near the treeline at 
the bottom of the yard. The steps and 
the thoughtful placement of rocks 
around the garden add to the
natural beauty of this splendid oasis.
 
RIGHT: A blooming Weigela in all its 
summer splendour.

OOUR HOMES presents three beautiful 
landscape projects at three incredible 
homes, all designed and installed by 
The Landmark Group. Continued on page 62

o u r h o m e s   m i d  s u m m e r   2 0 0 9    6160   o u r h o m e s   m i d  s u m m e r   2 0 0 9

o u t d o o r  s p a c e s



1. Where Water Falls
This home near the Georgian Bay Club is a dream come true 
for a delightful retired couple. They spend their time relaxing 

outdoors, watching the deer and foxes in the forest and listening to the 
tranquil sound of water fall in their backyard garden oasis. They hired The 
Landmark Group to design an outdoor space to fit their lifestyle.

The backyard was raised eight feet to meet the main floor, supported 
with a granite rock wall composed of about 200 boulders. Two lovely 
sheltered porches lead inside the home through French doors. Large natural 
stone steps cascade down to a patio constructed with huge flagstones, 
surrounded by beautiful, low-maintenance, perennial gardens. 

A water feature was a must. A trickling stream now runs through the 
centre of their patio, flowing down from a tiered flagstone waterfall over  

 
 
colourful river rock, cascading to the Sweet William wildflower garden 
below. A mini bridge connects the patio on either side of the stream. The 
untouched forest takes over below, blocking the home from the road at 
the bottom of the embankment.

A built-in fire pit blends into the flagstone and granite at the edge of 
the patio where the couple and their guests stay warm while relaxing or 
dining on the lower patio. The front of this home features spruce and cedar 
trees and shrubs surrounded by more perennial beds. The front features 
the only grass on the property, leaving little maintenance. 

“Landmark has done a great job and they’re carrying on with the 
garden care,” says the man of the house, who enjoys every inch of his 
outdoor space when he’s not on the golf course. Continued on page 64

ABOVE: Perennials enhance the 
grounds and add a burst of colour.
 
LEFT: The waterfall cascades over 
river rock to create a wonderful focal 
point. The sound is mezmerizing.

A flagstone patio, surrounded by natural 
stone and native plants.  
 
RIGHT: Looking down as the water falls to 
the gardens below. 
 
BELOW: The landscape at the front of the 
home, comprised of vignettes of trees, 
shrubs, ornamental grasses and the only 
grass on the property.
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2. Grand and Gorgeous 
An old wooden fence frames half of the property, also at the 
Georgian Bay Club. It keeps the grandchildren from the ravine 

beyond. This feature was carefully chosen and executed by The Landmark 
Group, along with many other special outdoor features to fit the client’s 
desire to complete their dream home, built by Dave Harrington of 
Absolute Craftsmen.

Hard and softscapes work together to enhance the beauty of the 
landscape. The Subterra paver stone used for the grand driveway entrance 
allows water to percolate through, preventing puddles from forming on 
the surface. The look flows seamlessly with the stone and cedar shake 
exterior of the stunning home.

The look of the wrap-around perennial garden changes as it flows 
from the front to the side and then to the back of the home. It begins 
with pine and serviceberry trees and tall grasses and moves to dogwood 
and creeping juniper and then on to ferns and holly and then to hostas, 
grasses and more pines. “We wanted to keep everything indigenous,” the 
client says, explaining how she loves walking around her gardens in the 
evening. Strategically placed garden lights enhance the enjoyment of the 
outdoor space. 

“To us, it was important to make it fit as best we could with the forest 
here,” says her husband, adding that they had to respect the Nipissing 
Ridge and work with the slope of the lot. The couple wanted destinations 
in their landscape: a fabulous pool and different places to relax and enjoy 
the space. That’s exactly what they got, with numerous patios, gardens 
and space on the lawn to play croquet.

They can’t say enough about The Landmark Group. “They’ve got a 
very dynamic operation and the people who work for them are incredible. 
They have very distinctive designs and their use of rock and stone  
is unbelievable.”

ABOVE: The pool was built into the structure 
of the home. A sunroom provides a sheltered 

place for meals and friends and family to 
gather on cool nights. Windows from Cedarport.

 
BELOW FROM LEFT:

 
The gardens are young, just planted this 

season, but the design, selection and 
hardscapes will be enjoyed for years to come.

 
The iron fence provides a safety barrier for the 

pool above.
 

A cool breeze flows through this covered porch 
at the back of the home.

 
Three flowerpots add colour, texture and 

interest to the landscape out front.
Each rock is carefully selected and 

placed in just the right spot for 
maximum effect. This driveway 
allows water to percolate right 

through the interlocked stones.

Continued on page 66
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3.Rural Revival
Located a third of a mile off the road, hidden from view without 
a neighbour within shouting distance, this home, located on a 

hilltop in Meaford, was landscaped by The Landmark Group to flow into 
the countryside. It’s also the ideal place to have a summer garden party. The 
property is bordered by farmers’ fields and one of the homeowners’ favourite 
activities in their outdoor space is “farm watching.” 

The home was built by Dave Harrington of Absolute Craftsmen. 

With “spectacular views, marvelous sunrises and sunsets, tons 
of critters and birds and copious amounts of peace and quiet,” it was 
important that the homeowners felt comfortable in their outdoor space.

Landmark made sure of this, designing a variety of seating areas for 
use at different times of the day. Landmark’s experts also designed and 
planted gardens and trees that are easily maintained and fit beautifully 
into this rural landscape.

LOVING YOUR LANDSCAPE
BY  J IM  FOX  //  PHOTOGRAPHY  BY  SANDY  MACKAY

It seems fitting that The Landmark Group, 

specializing in landscape design and construction, has 

been recognized by peers in the landscape industry 

by receiving six awards from Landscape Ontario for 

designs over the last three years. The company has 

certainly left its mark on the many properties it has 

transformed over the years.

According to Gary Nordeman, President and 

General Manager of The Landmark Group, hiring the 

best people is the key to his company achieving its 

fine reputation. “You’ve got to hire the right people 

with the right credentials,” Nordeman says. “Knowing 

where to find these people is important. Landscape 

Ontario has been instrumental in this process. 

Through word of mouth and advertising, people 

express an interest in joining us and it also brings 

clients to our door.” Established in 1986, Landmark 

currently has a staff of approximately 40 full-time employees. Nordeman attributes growth 

to the company’s commitment to its employees. “I don’t want those who work here to look 

at their contribution as a job, but as a career — something they can build a home and family 

on, he says.”

What’s important for Landmark’s clients? Nordeman has a ready answer. “Entertainment! 

A lot of people are coming up to this area to retire or semi-retire. Many come to take 

advantage of four-season outdoor activities and stay for extended weekends — from 

Thursday to Monday. For that reason the most important thing is outdoor entertainment. 

When people come off the golf course or the ski hills they want to relax and entertain friends 

and family. They want to leave their work behind and embrace a more natural setting. That’s 

where we come in.”

Landmark has the experience, expertise and personnel to take their client’s dream for 

the outdoors to the fullest and to turn it into reality.  “There are so many things to consider,” 

Nordeman says. “Everything from outdoor sound and lighting systems to privacy and the kind 

of spaces people want. The current trend is extending the time people can spend outdoors in 

a pleasing, well-designed setting. To achieve this, a lot of variables must be considered: shade, 

dining, water, privacy, unique focal points in the landscape, views, outdoor kitchen, etc. 

The design of the space itself leads to other questions that can be answered by 

Landmark’s in-house design team and group of consultants. Are stone walls or natural 

elements needed to keep out the prevailing wind and weather? How will spaces be tailored 

to suit the homeowner’s lifestyle? 

Because of the many questions to be answered, Nordeman feels people should get 

professional help with their landscaping projects. “Our qualified and experienced staff know 

the industry and what’s available and can take a proactive role in answering homeowners’ 

needs,” Nordeman says. Landmark has the resources to take people through the necessary 

steps in any project — initial consultation, the collaborative setting of objectives, overall 

design, detailed planning and the development of budget/costing for client approval. This 

process, which develops a confident, trusting relationship with clients, ends with warranties 

and a firm commitment to after-service. 

Nordeman summarizes it best. “We ask clients, ‘what’s your dream?’ Based on their 

answer we have the know-how to create it for them with an eye for detail.”  OH

 
TOP STARTING FROM LEFT:

 
Tidy perennial gardens hug the 

screened-in porch.
 

A view of the pool and home from 
inside the cabana.

 
The Landmark crew brought this 

huge rock from the field and found 
the perfect place to show it off.

This property has it all: privacy, a 
panoramic view and a landscape 
built for fun and relaxation.

Continued on page 68
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With such wide-open space, the homeowners worked with Landmark 
to create a landscape design that would define the outdoor space without 
fencing it off or taking away from the farmland and openness of the 
100-acre property. “We wanted the formal landscaped areas to blend into 
the very large hayfield, but at the same time feel like a defined space,” says 
the homeowner. A low rock wall capped in limestone surrounds the main 
patio and pool area and trees were planted to help block the high winds 
on the hilltop.

Stepping stones are laid just so, creating a meandering pathway from one 
garden and seating area to the next, including a pathway to the fire pit.

Of course many personal touches were incorporated into the design, 
including a large rock found on the property that now stands near the 
pool as a defining piece of landscape art.

“They showed a lot of creativity and had lots of good suggestions 
regarding materials and finishes,” says the homeowner of her positive 
experience with the “hardworking group” at Landmark.  OH

Hardscapes, varying elevations, 
perennial gardens and pots with 
annuals work together, creating 

a magnificent outdoor space 
surrounded by farmland.

It takes just a little kindness. 
Local charities make life better here in our community. Every 
day, we see a miracle happen. Hope out of tragedy and despair. 
A light at the end of the tunnel.

When you are asked to pick a charity of your choice, think of 
home fi rst. Be a hero in your own home town.

After all, home is where charity begins.

Make Collingwood G&M Hospital Foundation your choice when 
honouring the memory of a friend or loved one.

Donate online at www.cgmhf.com or call 705 444 8645.

What’s it take to be a local hero?

Collingwood G&M 
Hospital Foundation 
459 Hume Street, 
Colllingwood, ON L9Y 1W9 

“Building our house with Harold Robison of Bob Armstrong
Construction was a very satisfying experience. Harold 

was extremely communicative through the whole building 
process and kept the project on schedule and on budget. 

We couldn't be happier with the end results.”
–Bill and Angela Newbery

For further details contact Harold Robison at

Bob Armstrong Construction Ltd.
(705) 445-2704 ❘ Collingwood

Go ahead:

(you can trust your contractor)

Sleep Well
23 years of experience with custom home building 

Licensed General Contractor ❘ Custom homes, renovations, additions  
Quality workmanship, sound construction ❘ Responsible, reliable  

A member of Tarion Home Warranty Corporation
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EXTERIOR DESIGNERS
There is nothing better than enjoying a sunny day outside, relaxing by the pool, 
on the porch or in the garden. Our outdoor spaces have become an important 
natural extension of the inside of the house. This summer, OUR HOMES 
wants you to get the help you need to make your outdoor space everything it 
can be, and more. So enjoy our gallery of local landscape professionals.

Gord Leece 
CO M PA N Y:  Gordon J. Leece Landscapes
S P EC I A LT Y:  We specialize in taking care of 
all aspects of the landscape process, from 
the design to the fundamentals of drainage 
and grading to the finishing touches; flag 
work, lock-stone, water features. Our true 
specialty is making our client’s vision a reality 
by looking after them throughout the process, 
whether the project is large or small. 
N O  L A N DSCA P E  I S  CO M P L E T E 

W I T H O U T …  the green stuff — plants, trees, 
sod. This pulls any landscape together. 
B EST  A DV I C E :  Plan early! Start in the fall to 
plan your landscape for the following spring or 
summer, giving you plenty of time for design 
consultations and budget discussions. We all 
get very busy in the spring and summer so, by 
planning the season before, you will have your 
project booked for the timing you want. 

Continued on page 72

Building Custom Quality Homes, Additions and Renovations 
– since 1989 –

705 444-6079  cell 705 333-4180

Design/Build Service. Qualifi ed Designer
Certifi ed ICF Contractor

COLLINGWOOD, ONTARIO
gcooperconstruction@rogers.com
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  Martin Zeng
(with sons Josh and Daniel)
CO M PA N Y:  Zeng Landscaping
S P EC I A LT Y:  Working with natural 
stone in many different applications 
to create surroundings with  
timeless character.
N O  L A N DSCA P E  I S  CO M P L E T E 

W I T H O U T …  a balanced blend of 
products and a design that makes 
your project unique. 
B EST  A DV I C E :  For new landscaping 
or updating existing landscapes, hire 
a landscape contractor who has an 
understanding of the whole building 
process and a working knowledge of 
the vast array of materials available. 
This will ensure that all the elements 
tie together and will function well.

  David and Matt Sharp
(Certified Landscape Designer) 
CO M PA N Y:  Sharp Image Group
S P EC I A LT Y:  Certified Landscape 
Design and Construction. Professional 
Member of Landscape Ontario.
N O  L A N DSCA P E  I S  CO M P L E T E 

W I T H O U T …  proper lighting. 
Landscape lighting involves more 
than just placing a few lights in the 
ground. Garden lighting determines 
how you use the landscape at night 
and how the garden can be an 
extension of the interior of your 
home. A good landscape lighting plan 
allows you to determine the type of 
fixture required for each application, 
and forms an important element of 
the overall design.
B EST  A DV I C E :  Landscaping is a big 
investment and will add value to your 
home. It really pays off to install a 
landscape that will perform over time. 
Plants and trees are not a short-term 
investment and it may take several 
years for a proper landscape to 
look established. Having an instant 
landscape may not be the best 
approach for the yard or the home.

Continued on page 74

PATRICK B. COULTER 
& ASSOCIATES INC.

CUSTOM HOMES & CHALETS

705-444-6000

www.zwartstopsoil.ca519 599 1027
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  Dolf Jansen
CO M PA N Y:  Temagami Landscape 
Design & Build Ltd.
(We have a residential landscape 
designer on staff.)
S P EC I A LT Y:  We do both residential 
and commercial projects. 
N O  L A N DSCA P E  I S  CO M P L E T E 

W I T H O U T …  a thorough analysis 
of the site. The Georgian Triangle is 
blessed with many natural features, 
from hill sites with amazing views  
to shorelines with gorgeous sunsets, 
an abundance of native plants and 
wildlife. Our vision is to add, not to 
diminish, through progressive  
design choices. 
B EST  A DV I C E :  Do not cut corners 
by working without a landscape plan 
and a vision.

  Tavis Yeats and 
Michael Chapman 
CO M PA N Y:  Oasis North Landscapes
S P EC I A LT Y:  Designing and building 
custom landscapes while developing  
a close relationship with our clients. 
NO LANDSCAPE IS COMPLETE 

WITHOUT…  cold beers after a sod day.
B EST  A DV I C E :  Don’t get a white 
dog for a landscape company mascot. 

Continued on page 76

17 Locations across Ontario to serve you.
CANADIAN OWNED AND OPERATED     

RENTAL • SALES • SERVICE
Contractors Equipment • Industrial Equipment

Lawn & Garden Equipment

Also supplying residential & commercial propane.

Collingwood (705) 444-8377  Barrie (705) 739-6999
Huntsville (705) 788-7718    Orillia (705) 327-8282

Haliburton (705) 457-9833    Bracebridge (705) 645-1111

Monday - Friday 6am - 6pm • Open Saturday

Legacy - OUR HOMES quarterPG vA copy.pdf   2/17/09   2:29:59 PM

Style ...Design ...Quality

■ Room Planning ■ Small Space Solutions ■ Design Service
■ Fabric Selection ■ 5,000 sq.ft. Showroom ■ Delivery

in-store & in-home decorating service

519-376-3400 ■ 1-877-628-3400
942 2nd Ave East, downtown Owen Sound

www.interiorsetcfurniture.com

Unique ...Inspiring ...Beautiful
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  Brian Oostdam	
CO M PA N Y:  Riverside Landscapes, 
Design/Build
S P EC I A LT Y:  Walkways, patios and 
retaining walls
N O  L A N DSCA P E  I S  CO M P L E T E 

W I T H O U T… an elegant patio. It is 
the centerpiece of the space that 
everything else comes together 
around and a must for sitting back 
and taking it all in.
B EST  A DV I C E :  You may want to 
avoid using huge stone or rockery  
in a small scale landscape, unless it 
is necessary for retaining significant 
grade changes. Otherwise, huge 
stones may look odd close to  
a smaller-sized house or in a  
small setting.

Continued on page 78

Hours: Mon-Fri: 8:00 am - 5:30 pm
Sat: 8:00 am - 5:00 pm • (closed Sundays)

Hours: Mon-Fri: 9:00 am - 5:30 pm
Sat: 9:00 am - 5:00 pm • (closed Sundays)

FINANCING FOR 48 MONTHS
OR A FREE LOADER. 
See store for details.

WE’VE GROWN TO SERVE YOU BETTER! County Rd #4, Maxwell, ON

• Solid Wood Mennonite Furniture 
& Country Home Decor

• Specializing in custom wood designs

519-922-2010
E: therustystar@live.com   W: www.therustystar.ca

Come & See Our New Summer Arrivals!

519-922-2108519-922-2108

• Leaders in Geothermal; with 24 years experience in this industry,
Northern Heating & Ventilation are PIONEERS in geothermal.

• Save now, save later.

• Northern Heating has installed more than 500 WaterFurnace 
units over the past 10 years.

• Enjoy the benefits of clean, natural, comfortable heating and 
cooling, and take advantage of up to $11,000 in grants and 

incentives for your system.

Geothermal Specialists:

Collingwood • Markdale • Owen Sound
705-444-2736 • 519-986-3307 • 800-661-5796 

Northern Htg&Vent Sum09  7/3/09  1:02 PM  Page 1
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  Diane Lister
CO M PA N Y:  Diane’s Garden/ 
Lister Landscaping
N O  L A N DSCA P E  I S  CO M P L E T E 

W I T H O U T …  a bench on which to sit 
and admire your hard work.
B EST  A DV I C E :  Take a walk through 
your garden every couple of days to 
monitor insect/mould infestations. 
Now that we only have organic cures, 
it will take more diligence.

  Juergen Keller
CO M PA N Y:  AquaFormations 
(Solomon Inc.)
S P EC I A LT Y:  You dream it — we build 
it. This is my motto and specialty. As 
a professional solutions provider, I 
help customers realize their fantasies 
in multi-level waterfalls and water 
features. I love to create natural-
looking streams and ecologically 
balanced ponds and exceed my 
customers’ expectations.
N O  L A N DSCA P E  I S  CO M P L E T E 

W I T H O U T …  an individually designed 
water feature with soothing sounds 
as a source of relaxation. It enhances 
the overall impression of a garden 
and attracts all kinds of birds, frogs 
and other wildlife — like an oasis in 
the desert. It provides endless hours 
of interesting observations and 
reconnects you with nature.
B EST  A DV I C E :  Look around and 
visit as many water features as you 
can to find out what you like and get 
the best ideas and solutions for your 
project. Then, find the person you 
have the most confidence in to realize 
your dream. A professional contractor 
will always be open to suggestions 
and accept other people’s input.

Continued on page 80
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  Teresa Matamoros
CO M PA N Y:  Garden Holistics Inc.
S P EC I A LT Y:  Lawn and garden 
maintenance and rehabilitation using 
natural means wherever possible.
N O  L A N DSCA P E  I S  CO M P L E T E 

W I T H O U T …  a focal point! Be it a 
water feature, rocks, a specimen tree 
or garden sculpture.
B EST  A DV I C E :  Plant thousands or 
at least hundreds of spring bulbs, 
especially daffodils and tulips! 

  Doug MacMillan 
CO M PA N Y:  Tailored Estates
SPECIALTY:  Artistic Landscape Design 
N O  L A N DSCA P E  I S  CO M P L E T E 

W I T H O U T …  exceptional planning and 
a balance of quality materials.
B EST  A DV I C E :  As a client, it is very 
important to communicate with your 
landscape designer what you envision 
the final product will look like. Create 
a plan that suits your personal or 
family’s needs and expectations. As 
an artistic landscape designer I try 
to create a yard that is unique to my 
client and reflects who they are as a 
person or a family.”

Continued on page 82

project management
custom stonework
water features
natural stone spas
outdoor kitchens

call martin Zeng to  
discover the possibilities

705-466-5734
creemore ontario 
Zenglandscaping.com

zeng landscaping 1/2 page - our homes magazine
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  Rhett Mather
COMPANY:  G. Mather Stonemasonry Ltd.
S P EC I A LT Y:  Traditional Scottish 
stonemason specializing in working 
with natural stone.
N O  L A N DSCA P E  I S  CO M P L E T E 

W I T H O U T …  a stone fountain with 
matching stone patio.
B EST  A DV I C E :  Ask for drawings 
of what you want made or create 
them yourself using one of the many 
available computer programs.

  Dan Ladly
CO M PA N Y:  Ladly’s Landscape  
and Garden Design
S P EC I A LT Y:  Maintenance, Water 
Features, Garden Design
N O  L A N DSCA P E  I S  CO M P L E T E 

W I T H O U T …  shrubs and perennials 
that make a statement and show  
off your new creation. A mixture  
of foliage, leaf texture and colour  
can make all the difference in your  
final presentation.
A DV I C E :  Use fewer varieties of 
shrubs and perennials and plant them 
in great quantity. Sometimes less 
is more. Use more annuals in your 
garden to achieve the “Wow” factor.

Continued on page 84

NOW IS THE PERFECT TIME TO BUILD

Independently distributed by: 
Axmith & Company Ltd
705.715.1091  •  www.lindal.com/axmith

Visit LindalExperience.com to see the selected plans 
and our Signature Products.

Turkel Design 2009

• The highest level of personalized service ever
• The most competitive construction costs in years
• The lowest mortgage rates since 1951
• The best Lindal discounts we’ve ever offered
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  Allan Tamm
CO M PA N Y:  3 Oaks Landscaping  
& Maintenance 
S P EC I A LT Y:  Landscape design, 
installation and maintenance.
N O  L A N DSCA P E  I S  CO M P L E T E 

W I T H O U T …  a harmony with those 
who most frequently utilize the  
space and a major focal point that  
can be anything from a pool, gazebo 
or perhaps even a large ornament  
or rock.
B EST  A DV I C E :  With most  
projects, planning and preparation 
are the two key elements. Always 
include good soil and a practical and 
easy irrigation method if plants are 
involved. Establish a plan and make 
sure you communicate well with  
your landscaper. It’s your space  
— dream bravely!  OH

Northern Comfort
& Mechanical INC.

YOUR LOCALLY OWNED & OPERATED DEALER PROVIDING:

FREE ESTIMATES (705) 445-5670
w w w . n o r t h e r n c o m f o r t m e c h . c o m

15% 
TAX RENOVATION CREDIT

Thousands
of $ 

IN GOVERNMENT GRANTS

& MANUFACTURER

REBATES

Act Now!
The new HST 
will cost you later.
Financing available OAC.

24 HOUR EMERGENCY SERVICE • HEATING • AIR CONDITIONING 
CUSTOM DUCTWORK FABRICATION • WOOD, GAS & ELECTRIC FIREPLACES 

IN-FLOOR RADIANT HEATING • INDOOR AIR QUALITY • HEPA-AIRE DUCT CLEANING 
GAS GRILLS, GAS PIPING INSTALLATIONS • AUTOMATIC HOME STANDBY GENERATORS

Don’t wait to invest in energy!

See our
writeup
on pg 90

®

TANKLESS 
WATER HEATERS

Turn to the Experts
®

Showroom Location: 14 Ronell Crescent, Unit 1, Collingwood
(behind Collingwood Toyota off Pretty River Parkway)

www.3oaks.ca

your property is our canvas.

Let’s create 
a masterpiece.

Providing unique landscaping solutions to the Georgian 
Triangle, Niagara Escarpment, and Muskoka areas, we 
bring passion to outdoor aesthetic treatments, an artistic
eye to creative landscape design and installation, and
outdoor maintenance expertise to your property. 

Call us today for a free estimate on all your outdoor 
seasonal needs. 

T: 705.351.8266 E: allan@3oaks.ca

LANDSCAPING
property & garden design 
custom decks & fences
pool & spa landscaping

custom ponds & waterfalls
patios, walkways & driveways
gazebos, pergolas & 
retaining walls

MAINTENANCE
lawn & garden maintenance
seasonal yard clean-up
pruning & hedge trimming

weed control & fertilization
irrigation maintenance
power washing
snow removal

Macdonald’s Countrywide
Furniture & AppliAnces Our 

56th Year!

206518 HWY 26 E, MEAFORD
(519) 538-1620 or 1-800-265-3172

macdonaldsfurniture.com

STORE HOURS: MON-SAT: 9-5:30 • FRI: 9-8:30 • SUN: 11-4
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To order a listing in marketplace, call us at 705.445.3392
or email us at publisher@ourhomesmagazine.com>>marketplace<<

L. PATTEN & SONS LTD. CUSTOM HOMES & CHALETS 
contact Jerry Patten 705.444.6186

Sara White
Sales Representative
CELL: 705.828.6202
www.sarawhite.ca

Trinity Realty Inc., Brokerage
560 First Street, Collingwood, ON
705.444.1420 • 1.800.610.4868

Each Office is Independently Owned & Operated

Fabulous home on huge 10,000 sq ft lot in Colling-
wood. 3300 sq ft+. Main floor family room and office. 
Huge master bedroom with jacuzzi tub and custom 
designed shower stall. Hardwood floors throughout. 
Infloor heating in basement. 4 large size bedrooms 
and an additional “teen retreat” area. Listed Below 
Appraised Value. See mls.ca #20092985

Thinking of buying or selling? Then get it done right, & call Sara White!

EILING CLEANERSTC
Tel. 519-376-7444
Fax. 519-376-7040
Email tlcceilingcleaners@bmts.com

Serving Simcoe, Grey, Bruce & Wellington Counties

Specializing in all ceilings · Deep/construction cleans
Stucco, siding, stone and graffiti removal

Certified in falling/scissor & boom lifts

www.pinetiquesfurniture.com
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MURRAY CLERKSON: THE COLLECTOR
An Artist’s Gift to the Community

Part1
ARTS CENTRE
163 Hurontario Street
Collingwood, ON
705.445.3430•www.bmfa.on.ca

September 2–27, 2009
Silent auction all month

Reception &AuctionDay
Saturday, September 26th,
4–8 pm

Murray Clerkson was a
passionate, supportive
and eclectic art collector.
The bequest of his entire
art collection to the Blue
Mountain Foundation
for the Arts is now being 
released for sale over three
exhibitions. Join us!

“Live the Georgian Bay Life in Style”

Interior Designer 
& Home Stager

705-444-0839
www.designs-by-andrea.ca

Designs by Andrea
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OUR HOMES SPECIAL ADVERTISING FEATURE 

>> SOURCE IT

STAYNER MEAT PACKERS LTD.
Local. Local. Local. We at Stayner Meat Packers 

Ltd. provide a full line of local beef, pork and lamb, 
custom cut to your choice.  BBQ season is here. We 
can supply all your steak, hamburger and sausage 
needs. We even have bbq pigs and bbq rentals for 
your backyard parties or special events.

As local farmers ourselves, we know how 
hard it is to get what you want while maintaining 
quality and affordability. Consumers can rely on 
farm fresh superb meats at Stayner Meat Packers 
Ltd. If you’re coming to the cottage for a day trip or more and want your 
order ready, check us out at www.staynermeatpackers.com and e-mail 
your order to info@staynermeatpackers.com. 

Fresher meat just tastes better!! 
Stayner Meat Packers Ltd, 352 Warrington Rd., Stayner, 705-428-3006.  
Store hours Mon-Thurs 8-5, Fri 8-8, Sat 8-3. (Please see ad on page 38)

WHAT IS ART?...THE BEGINNING
“ART” has not always been what we think it is today. An object 

regarded as “ART” today may not have been perceived as such when it 
was first made, nor was the person who made it necessarily regarded 
as an artist. Both the notion of “ART” 
and the idea of the “artist” are relatively 
modern terms.

Many of the objects we identify as art 
today – Greek painted pottery, medieval 
manuscript illuminations, and so on – 
were made in times and places when 
people had no concept of  “ART” as 
we understand the term. “ART” lacks 
a satisfactory definition. It is easier to 
describe it as the way something is done – “the use of skill and imagination 
in the creation of aesthetic objects, environments, or experiences that 
can be shared with others” (Britannica) – rather than what it is. 

But how did “ART” become distinguished from the decorative arts 
and crafts? How and why is an artist different from a craftsperson? 
In the Ancient World and Middle Ages the word we would translate as 
“ART” today was applied to any activity governed by rules. Painting and 
sculpture were included among a number of human activities, such as 
shoemaking and weaving, which today we would call crafts. 	  

During the Renaissance, the word “ART” emerges as a collective 
term encompassing Painting, Sculpture, and Architecture, a grouping 
given currency by the Italian artist and biographer Giorgio Vasari in 
the 16th century. Subsequently, this grouping was expanded to include 
Music and Poetry which became known in the 18th century as the ‘Fine 
Arts’. These five Arts have formed an irreducible nucleus from which 
have been generally excluded the ‘decorative arts’ and ‘crafts’, such 
as pottery, weaving, metalworking, and furniture making, all of which 
have utility as an end. In the latter half of the 16th century the first 
academies of “ART” were founded, first in Italy, then in France, and later 
elsewhere…to be continued in the next issue!... References…many!

Gallery de Boer – Fine Art has over 4000 square feet of gallery space 
and offers an array of services such as fine art restoration, custom 
framing, collection management, art leasing and evaluations. Designer 
incentives in place. Private viewings are available upon request.
Gallery de Boer – Fine Art & Jazz, Upstairs, 970-2nd Ave. E, Owen 
Sound, 519-376-7914, www.gallerydeboer.ca (Please see ad on page 89)

HURONIA ALARMS – THE NEW LEADER IN AUDIO.VIDEO
Yes, Huronia Alarms is still a leader in Fire, Security, and 24 Hour 

Monitoring. However, as technology advances so do the needs of home 
and business owners. Our present time finds us at a juncture that proves 

t o  b e  t h e  s t a r t 
of the next great 
home or business 
a d v a n c e m e n t . 
Huronia Alarms has 
heard the call and is 
ready to respond.

The meaning of 
“Modern Living” is 
ever changing; home 
and business owners 
are wanting more 
than ever before. 
H u ro n i a  A l a r m s 
understands this 

and the steady growth of their Audio/Video department over the past 
three years has been unprecedented. With a growing market demand, 
the move to a new location in Collingwood was inevitable. The new 
larger location will feature an audio/video showroom and a dedicated 
home theatre demonstration lounge.

However, this isn’t all. Huronia Alarms also offers custom, high-end 
installations of audio/video equipment. Their team of experts and 
crafts people will even collaborate with third party interior designers 
and architects, just to ensure their client’s satisfaction. All of this has 
been created to offer clients the most comfortable and technologically 
advanced living environment, culminating into the ultimate Home 
Automation experience.
New Collingwood Location: 284 Pretty River Pkwy 
(across from Collingwood Toyota). 705-445-4444, 
1-800-504-3053. www.huroniaalarms.com 
(Please see ad on page 93)

GEORGIAN BAY YACHTING…THE WAY IT SHOULD BE
A brand new business, Hutton Yacht Group Inc., through its 

fractional ownership program, can structure your yachting investment 
so that you enjoy an exceptional yacht while paying for only a fraction 
of the costs. 

You are your own captain and explore from your home port at 
your leisure with confidence, knowing the professional team at HYG is 
ensuring the reliability and performance of the yacht each and every 
time you step aboard. All you do is relax and enjoy the benefits of your 
investment. 

They take the worry and maintenance hassles out of the equation 
which gives you true “turnkey” service when you use your yacht. No 
dead batteries, dirty windows or musty cabins...just the opportunity to 

enjoy your time on the 
water. 

HYG offers yachting 
the way it should be.  
For more info 
contact HYG at 
huttonyachtgroup.com  
or 519-404-8147. 
(Please see ad on page 17)

Continued on page 90

B O AT I N G
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www.myfriendshouse.ca

A safe haven and support service for women of 
all ages, with or without children, who are being 

abused by their partner, spouse or caregiver.  

Everyone deserves to live 
without the fear of abuse.

A Roof 
that Shelters 

a Region

My Friend’s House

To fi nd out more about the issue 
or to help please visit… 

(416)944.2898

www. abbottdesign.ca
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OUR HOMES SPECIAL ADVERTISING FEATURE 
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the offers, inspections, and closing, leaving no detail out! Their patience, 
attention to detail, enthusiasm, and tireless effort made our purchase an 
enjoyable process. They were also a great source of inspiration, ideas, 
and local market contacts when it came time to renovate and redecorate 
our new place. We highly recommend Angiline and Rob for your next 
real estate experience!!” 
Mary & Colin Ayers, Condo Buyers
Angiline Dubien* & Rob Dubien*, Century 21 Offord Realty Ltd. 
Brokerage, *Sales Representative
Email: Angiline@Dubiens.com or Rob@Dubiens.com
www.dubiens.com (Please see ad on page 105)

LONG POINT ESTATES
Every once in a while, sometimes 

in a very long while, a special piece 
of property becomes available. 
Long Point Estates represents such 
an opportunity. The nearly 20 acre 
waterfront site has previously been 
held in the same family for nearly 
70 years, but has now been divided 
into lots and is for sale. Here, on 
the western border of Collingwood, 
where Long Point Road meets the 
waters of Georgian Bay, you will find 
a tranquil and secluded setting – seemingly out of the way, yet central 
to everything that draws people to the area. 

You will discover an exquisitely unique enclave of just six waterfront 
estate lots. The properties, ranging from 1-1/4 to over 7 acres in 
size, provide ample room to build that custom home you have been 
visualizing, in a very private and exclusive setting. The property is 
dominated by a mature forest of ancient cedars, mixed with white birch 
and other hardwoods. Wildlife abounds, and the silence is only broken by 
the sound of songbirds and the lapping waters of Georgian Bay. 

But what makes the lots at Long Point Estates truly extraordinary 
are the water frontages. They range from 170 feet to over 320 feet of 
waterfront. The views are nothing short of spectacular, with a horizon 
of open water accented by small islands. A number of building sites will 
also allow for the landmark lighthouse to be framed by a picture window. 
The waterfront itself is defined by natural vegetation and a grassy plain 
which invites you to create your outdoor living space. 

If you have been looking for the perfect place to build your custom 
dream home, your search ends here.
For more information on this very exclusive opportunity, please 
contact: Guy Hutcheson, Brokerage, Broker of Record
705-444-5043, guy.hutcheson@sympatico.ca (Please see ad on page 13)

WWW.THEMOVIEGALS.COM – REAL ESTATE IN ACTION
Making professionally edited 

motion pictures of their clients’ 
homes is a successful new concept 
brought to the Georgian Triangle by 
Anita Lauer and Barb Thompson of 
Chestnut Park Real Estate Limited. 
With over 80% of buyers using 
the Internet (www.realtor.ca) to 
view properties prior to visiting, 
the Moviegals have brought the 
full power of the Internet to the 
successful sale of your home. “Clients 
love having their home the star of the 
movie” says Anita Lauer, “and more 
importantly, the movies highlight all 

DON’T WAIT TO REPLACE YOUR OLD FURNACE
It can be costly 

to replace an old 
furnace.  So,  you 
have a couple of 
options. You could 
wait for your old furnace to die, or you could act now and replace it, 
thereby taking advantage of a myriad of government tax credits, grants 
and rebates. All of these exist now, here, in 2009. Who knows if they will 
still be around next year?

To give you one example, there are up to $1,580 in provincial and 
federal rebates. These are part of the ecoEnergy retrofit program, and 
involve a home energy audit. There are also several other tax credits 
and direct grants available from the federal and provincial governments. 
It’s sometimes confusing to wade through the government literature 
on which grants, tax credits and rebates apply for which heating and 
cooling products for your home. Northern Comfort and Mechanical 
can help you with this. They know the incentives inside and out, and 
the processes to take advantage of them. And they can help guide you 
towards maximizing your savings this year. There has never been a 
better time to replace that old furnace. Why wait?
Showroom Location: 14 Ronell Crescent, Unit 1, Collingwood
(behind Collingwood Toyota off Pretty River Parkway),  
705-445-5670, www.northerncomfortmech.com (Please see ad on page 85)

TLC CEILING CLEANERS
As you and the world are focussing on 

being GREEN, look no further – we are.
We at TLC and VonSchrader Canada 

have formed a partnership that will enable 
us to clean your stone facings, textured/
suspended ceilings for mold/mildew/
grease and smoke. We have worked on 
homes and cleaned them back to original 
lustre at a cost less than half the cost of 
painting. We also clean speciality surfaces, 
graffiti a speciality.

Deep/Spring/Construction cleans are 
also offered by certified (falling, WHMIS, 
scissor/boom) professionals. Insured and bonded. Over 20 years experience. 
Franchises available for Ontario. VISA/Mastercard/Amex accepted.
519-376-7444, tlcceilingcleaners@bmts.com (Please see ad on page 87)

ANGILINE DUBIEN & ROB DUBIEN, CENTURY 21 OFFORD REALTY 
LTD., BROKERAGE
Featured Client Testimonial: “Thank you Angiline and Rob! The Dubiens took 
the stress out of buying our vacation property in Collingwood. They 
were able to help us find an amazing place which fit our lifestyle needs 

and price considerations. Being from 
out of the area, it was important for us 
to have realtors such as Angiline and 
Rob who could bring the local market 
knowledge and insight. They took the 
time to understand our needs and 
wants in a second place, and were able 
to narrow down the list of properties 
so that our time spent looking at 
potential places was productive time. 

Angiline and Rob offered information, ideas, and honest opinions on 
prospective properties while ensuring the final decision was ours to 
make. Once we found our dream place, they calmly walked us through all 

Northern Comfort
& Mechanical INC.

YOUR LOCALLY OWNED & OPERATED DEALER PROVIDING:

FREE ESTIMATES (705) 445-5670
w w w . n o r t h e r n c o m f o r t m e c h . c o m

15% 
TAX RENOVATION CREDIT

Thousands
of $ 

IN GOVERNMENT GRANTS

& MANUFACTURER

REBATES

Act Now!
The new HST 
will cost you later.
Financing available OAC.

24 HOUR EMERGENCY SERVICE • HEATING • AIR CONDITIONING 
CUSTOM DUCTWORK FABRICATION • WOOD, GAS & ELECTRIC FIREPLACES 

IN-FLOOR RADIANT HEATING • INDOOR AIR QUALITY • HEPA-AIRE DUCT CLEANING 
GAS GRILLS, GAS PIPING INSTALLATIONS • AUTOMATIC HOME STANDBY GENERATORS

Don’t wait to invest in energy!

See our
writeup
on pg 90

®

TANKLESS 
WATER HEATERS

Turn to the Experts
®

Showroom Location: 14 Ronell Crescent, Unit 1, Collingwood
(behind Collingwood Toyota off Pretty River Parkway)

A MISCELLANY OF THE NEW,  
NEAT, UNIQUE, AND FABULOUS IN 

SOUTHERN GEORGIAN BAY

Continued on page 92
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This winter, let Blue Mountain Four Season take care of all your snow 

removal needs – full-time and weekend contracts available. They can 
plow or blow your driveway. They also hand shovel walkways in front of 
your garage doors, decks and rooftops.

When it comes to the outdoors, Blue Mountain Four Season is your 
one-stop-shop for year-round property maintenance. Call to inquire 
about individual services or let them arrange a program to fit your 
property’s needs.
Call 705.445.1497 or email bm4s@sympatico.ca (Please see ad on page 91)

INVESTING IN PERFORMANCE ~ ART ~ CULTURE ~ HERITAGE
The Meaford Hall & Culture Foundation is an incorporated not-

for-profit organization with charitable status granted by the Federal 
Government. Our mandate is to enable the development of arts 
and culture and provide 
f inancial  support to 
Meaford Hall to realize 
their vision to be the 
‘premiere arts, cultural and heritage centre in the Southern Georgian 
Bay Region ‘.  The Foundation is in its 4th year of operation and during 
that time they have brought in over 10,000 patrons to the Hall to 
enjoy various performances including: classical, jazz, country, and 
contemporary music, dance, comedy and the popular annual Meaford 
International Film Festival – MIFF!

Through Foundation sponsored performances, donations and fund 
raising events, our contributions to date include: a grand piano, high 
definition projector, opera house stage flooring, commercial stove to 
enhance hospitality capabilities, portable and hands-free microphones 
and special blinds for the Galleries.

 All donations to the Meaford Hall & Culture Foundation are invested 
in bringing unique cultural experiences to our community and provide 
the opportunity to support and develop learning opportunities for all 
ages in arts and cultural related activities.
Join the Foundation Family: Call 519-538-6766    
www.mhcfoundation.ca. Also visit www.meafordhall.ca for 
upcoming performances. (Please see ad on page 57)

the winning features that are normally missed when people quickly 
view a home”.  

“Instantly, viewers feel familiar with your home and connected to 
your lifestyle in ways static images and print do not offer”, adds Barb 
Thompson.

A recent client, Pauline Nelitz of Dunedin reported, “My home 
had been on the market for over three years when I chose to give the 
Moviegals the listing. Their personal touch and desire to capture the 
true spirit of our property proved invaluable. In the first three weeks of 
their marketing efforts I had more showings than in the previous three 
years together. The Internet and the Moviegals.com really works. Thank 
you for selling our home.”

Go to www.themoviegals.com to see what star power can do...see 
whose house is starring on the web today.

If you are making a move, why not make a movie? Call the Moviegals 
today and make your home a star!
Anita Lauer & Barb Thompson
Chestnut Park Real Estate Limited, Brokerage
705-445-5454 (Please see ad on page 34)

BLUE MOUNTAIN FOUR SEASON – PEACE OF MIND
When it comes to landscaping and property maintenance, peace 

of mind is what Blue Mountain Four Season offers. A one-stop-shop 
for year-round property maintenance, Blue Mountain Four Season will 

reliably take care of everything you 
and your outdoor spaces need. 

Let’s start with firewood. Call 
Blue Mountain Four Season and 
you can select from excellent 

hardwoods. They will deliver it, and they can stack it at your request. A 
warm home and inviting ambiance is just a phone call away.

This fall, don’t fret about your summer-end garden maintenance. 
Call the experts! They can take care of putting your gardens to bed, so 
you can rest assured your outdoor space – your source of pride – will 
be well taken care of. 

S P E C I A L

S E A S O N A L

Summer is here and building is hot, hot, hot! at Sunvale Homes 
in Riverside – Collingwood’s fastest selling new home development 
– a year-round recreational community nestled amongst trail 
ways, open space, beside the Pretty 
River and within walking distance 
to some of Coll ingwood’s top 
schools. Sunvale’s variety of 40-foot 
detached home sites start at the 
amazingly low price of $216,900 
and offers a blend of architectural 
designs that reflect contemporary 
new urbanism and exhibit the 
highest of quality in today’s new 
home building standards. This 
quality is reflected in every design 
detail, quality that families take note 
of and appreciate. From helpful, 
experienced sales people; to first 
rate, hand chosen construction 

HOTTEST NEW HOME SITE IN COLLINGWOOD

crews; to our after sales Service Team of professionals – the 
building experience at Sunvale Homes is second to none! The 
Sunvale “Team” of professionals takes great pride in making 

you feel right at home from start 
to finish and even after that…
ask the 3rd and 4th time Sunvale 
Homeowners. Visit Sunvale’s 3 
designer decorated model homes 
and see it for yourself – value you 
can touch, sharp designs you can 
visualize living in and friendliness 
you can feel!  

Convenient week day hours: 
Monday, Thursday & Friday 12pm 
– 7pm. Weekend hours: Saturday, 
Sunday & Holidays 12pm – 5:30pm. 
Closed:  Tuesday & Wednesday. Call 
705-293-0563 www.sunvalehomes.
com (Please see ad on page 55)

A MISCELLANY OF THE NEW,  
NEAT, UNIQUE, AND FABULOUS IN 

SOUTHERN GEORGIAN BAY



SMART DESIGN
BY JUDE  WAYLAND // PHOTOGRAPHY BY  SANDY MACKAY // STYLED  BY  DEBORAH AND MAR IAN MASTERS

Life is good at Lora Bay. Idyllic, in fact. Just ask Marlene McLean and Murray Watson. The 
Toronto couple toyed with the idea of purchasing a second property in Florida. They never 
imagined building a beautiful Viceroy bungalow on the spectacular Raven golf course at 
Lora Bay. But one thing led to another… and now they love their year-round retreat.

Continued on page 97L
o u r h o m e s   m i d  s u m m e r   2 0 0 9    9594   o u r h o m e s   m i d  s u m m e r   2 0 0 9

h o m e  &  b u i l d e r



A few years back, by chance, Marlene’s friend suggested the couple 
take a look at a property for sale down the street. Marlene’s response? 
“Oh Angie, come on! The last thing I want to do is look at houses when I’m 
relaxing!” (Marlene is a realtor in Toronto.) “But off the four of us trotted, 
and it took off from there,” she recalls. 

Initially, the couple considered purchasing a resale property because 
they liked the area, loved to golf and wanted their own country abode. 
They even put in an offer on a home, but that fell through, and as Murray 
explains, “We couldn’t find a resale that we could imagine living in, and 
we thought it might be a fun project to build a house from scratch. And 
then, we found this wonderful development at Lora Bay.” 

Marlene and Murray purchased their lot in 2007 and thoroughly 
researched their home-building options. They went to trade shows, 
looked through magazines and were impressed with Viceroy’s quality, 
style and fabulous new Post-and-Beam plans. The couple was then 
introduced to Trevor McMillan of Braehall Developers/Viceroy 
Homes in Thornbury.

Braehall is a custom homebuilder, offering an extensive selection 
of Viceroy plans and top quality construction materials. “Viceroy is 
really the finest quality as far as framing materials, in-house drafting 
and engineering go,” explains McMillan. “We can customize anything  
for anybody.” Continued on page 99

Wood beams, high ceilings and a grand 
stone fireplace make the living room 

Murray’s favourite place to relax. It’s cosy 
and the view out the famous Viceroy wall of 

windows is incredible.
 

TOP RIGHT: The inviting foyer leads to the 
great room of this fabulous Lora Bay home.

 
BOTTOM RIGHT: A large granite island 

separates the kitchen from the dining and 
living areas in the spacious great room.
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Marlene and Murray’s two-storey plans underwent numerous 
modifications. The couple worked hand-in-hand with Braehall, removing 
the second storey, adding vaulted ceilings, oversized windows and a 
main-floor master bedroom, and moving two guest bedrooms to the 
lower level. “With the aging population, you want the master on the 
main,” says Marlene.

The couple moved into their 4,400 sq. ft., three-bedroom, ranch-
style bungalow in June 2008. Nestled into the tranquil woods off the 
13th fairway at Lora Bay, the main floor features an open-concept great 

room, dining area and kitchen, master bedroom with spacious en suite, 
sunroom, office (which doubles as a fourth guest room) with three-piece 
en suite, laundry room and Braehall’s signature ‘wall of windows,’ offering 
formidable southern exposure and light galore!

A huge granite-topped island anchors the kitchen area. It’s a wide-open 
space, simple, yet functional, featuring modern cabinetry and stainless 
appliances. “The kitchen is absolutely the heart of the home and this is where 
everyone gravitates,” says Marlene. “We wanted a sleek, contemporary 
kitchen, but we wanted country. We think we’ve accomplished that.” 

Continued on page 100

OPPOSITE PAGE: The dining table expands for large 
gatherings and the setting offers a view of the pretty 
private patio out back.
 
LEFT: Braehall Principal Trevor McMillan. Murray and 
Marlene say McMillan was a pleasure to work with, 
from start to finish.
 
BELOW: The contemporary kitchen may be compact 
but the smart design makes cooking and entertaining  
a joy. There’s lots of storage and prep room. Faucet 
from Georgian Design Centre.
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Marlene’s favourite space is her sunroom, originally designed as a 
screened-in porch, now enclosed, with in-floor heating. “The sun pours in. 
It’s separate from the rest of the house, and I get to look over the gardens,” 
she says. “When I sit here, I think this has to be what heaven must be like. 
This is where I read my newspaper and drink my latté.” 

What’s it like building a home in Thornbury when you live in Toronto? 
“There was perfect communication with phone calls, emails and on-site 
meetings,” says Marlene. “Trevor took care of all the subtrades, from the 
landscaping (Gordon J. Leece Landscapes) to the kitchen (Corinthian 
Kitchens). He brought all these people to us, and they were wonderful 
to work with.” 

Maple floors complement the decorative, non-structural Douglas 
Fir vaulted ceiling beams, and Marlene’s interior designer friend, Leila 
MacDonald of Toronto, provided décor input and helped select Benjamin 
Moore paint shades. The front entry and mudroom is Decatur Bluff, the 
powder room, Estate, and the master bedroom, a beautiful green shade 
called Grasslands. 

Two self-contained guest bedrooms on the lower level feature 
large windows, spacious closets and separate en suite bathrooms to 
accommodate visits from friends and family. Continued on page 102

The master bedroom is beautifully 
decorated and the wall colour, Grasslands 
by Benjamin Moore, creates a happy mood 
in every season.
 
TOP LEFT: An electric pink tea set 
complements the décor and is the perfect 
breakfast companion.
 
BELOW: The modern simplicity of the 
master en suite makes it an ideal place to 
relax in this exceptional home. Tub, faucets 
and vanities from Georgian Design Centre.
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Murray’s room of choice is the great room. “I always wanted to have 
a home with wood beams and high ceilings, a big stone fireplace and 
comfortable chairs, so I can sit there, have my morning coffee and read 
my newspaper.”

And McMillan’s preferred spot? “My favourite part of the house is the 
view from the back, the privacy in the backyard and the covered porch,” 
says McMillan. “And I love the curb appeal of the house.”

Today, there are close to a dozen Viceroy homes in the Lora Bay area, 
and Braehall’s business is booming. McMillan is currently in the process 

of building four homes – for people who are currently moving to the area 
from Brampton, South Africa, Calgary and Bangladesh. “It’s a wireless 
world,” laughs McMillan. 

Both Marlene and Murray are self-employed, so they can make time 
to enjoy a game of golf at Lora Bay or a snowshoe around the course. 
“This place is fantastic and it’s a great community,” says Murray. “This 
is absolutely fabulous,” echoes Marlene. “We use it to get away from the 
stress and hustle and bustle, and you can do as much or as little as you 
want,” says Marlene. “And we do have an incredibly beautiful home.”   OH

The sunroom off the kitchen is Marlene’s 
favoured spot to enjoy a coffee and 

read the newspaper. The plans called 
for a screened-in porch, but Marlene 

and Murray chose to make the room an 
extension of the great room.

An inviting hammock hangs in the shade 
of the beautifully landscaped backyard.

 
LEFT: Murray, Marlene and their 

loveable dog relax outside on a warm 
summer morning. 

 

Massive natural stone walls. Contem-
pory 3 level home. Inground pool. 6 
acres with maple and pine. Separate  
garage. Natural gas. Panoramic view 
over Cobble Beach Golf Links to Geor-
gian Bay. $595,000. Virtual Tour.

Original log home circa 1905. Meticu-
lously restored with all of today’s updates.  
Central air, central vac, air exchanger, 
intercom, jacuzzi tub, features galore. 
Greenhouse, gardens, trails, wildlife, 100 
acres. $625,000. Ask for Wendy or Angela. 

Gentleman’s country estate. Main double 
brick updated geothermal home. Separate 
3 bdrm bungalow for manager or guests. 
Inground pool & spa. Scenic pastures, 
ponds, wildlife. View to bay. 110 acres near 
Leith/Annan. $985,000. Virtual Tour. 

Historic elegance modernized for today. 
“Sheldon Place”. Exceptionally maintained. 
5 bdrms, 4 fireplaces, 4 bath. Magnificent 
cut limestone walls 2 ft. thick. Two acres in 
Owen Sound. Charming space. Views to bay.  
Subject to severance. $599,900. Virtual Tour. 

Marylon Hall 
Broker
519-371-1202
1-877-206-3608  
Ext. 242

GREY BRUCE REALTY INC., BROKERAGE

Independently Owned & Operated 
837 2nd Ave. E, Owen Sound, ON  

www.mhallrealestate.com

On The Harbour
Real Estate BrokeragePrudential On The Harbour
Real Estate BrokeragePrudential

Barbara McCowan, Broker of Record
bmccowan@ontheharbour.com  

Direct: 705.443.9784 

An Outstanding Architecturally Designed 
Home on 26 Impressive Acres

Toll-free 1.877.446.3066 • Tel: 705.446.3066
info@ontheharbour.com • ontheharbour.com

An independently owned and operated broker member of The Prudential Real Estate Affiliates, Inc. 
A subsidiary of The Prudential Insurance Company of America, owner of trademarks. Used under license.

Rock Solid in Real EstateSMRock Solid in Real EstateSM

For more pics & info visit ontheharbour.com

An Outstanding Architecturally Designed 
Home on 26 Impressive Acres

Sublime 6 bedroom, 5-1/2 bath, 7000 s.f. home is comfortable with its
elegance. Quality craftsmanship makes the most of slate, marble, gran-
ite and solid oak. “Cedarwoods” also boasts an 8 car detached garage
in addition to a 3 car attached, tennis court, spring fed pond with sandy
beach, 2 waterfalls. Perfect retreat 90 minutes from Pearson, close to
Beaver Valley, Niagara Escarpment, Bruce Trail. Golfing, skiing, hiking,
biking and pure relaxation, yours to choose!

Sublime 6 bedroom, 5-1/2 bath, 7000 s.f. home is comfortable with its
elegance. Quality craftsmanship makes the most of slate, marble, gran-
ite and solid oak. “Cedarwoods” also boasts an 8 car detached garage
in addition to a 3 car attached, tennis court, spring fed pond with sandy
beach, 2 waterfalls. Perfect retreat 90 minutes from Pearson, close to
Beaver Valley, Niagara Escarpment, Bruce Trail. Golfing, skiing, hiking,
biking and pure relaxation, yours to choose!

 

Broker
67 First St., Collingwood

T: 705.445.8500  Ext. 252

four seasons realty limited, Brokerage
Harry Dolan

Broker
CELL: 705.446.8100

harrydolan@bmts.com

SUNNYSIDE BEACH Exceptional 3 bdrm, 2 bath  
waterfront retreat with distant views of the ski hills on 
the Niagara Escarpment. Enjoy the sound of water lap-
ping on 126 ft. of shoreline from the privacy of a large 
screened sun room. Ex-
pansive waterside decks  
with hot tub. Guest 
cabin, workshop and 
storage cabin. $625,000 
MLS#20092194

THORNBURY Charming house with 100 ft. frontage on 
the Beaver River near the harbour. Zoning allows for 
residential with a home business & there is a separate  
entrance for the business area. This home has been 
renovated with new fur-
nace, kitchen cabinets, 
stainless steel appliances 
& counter tops & painted 
throughout. $399,000 
MLS#20093126

BLUE SHORES Spectacular view of Georgian Bay from 
the Great Room with grand windows that accent the  
cathedral ceiling. Many upgrades in the 4 bdrm, 4 
bath home on the bay, one of Blue Shore’s best lo-
cations. BBQ on the covered patio, have a swim in 
the bay or the rec centre salt water pools. Dock your 
boat in the marina & 
walk home on the trails. 
Just minutes from all 
the amenities the area 
has to offer. $849,000 
MLS#20091147

WATERFRONTS

CORINTHIAN Kitchens

T: 519-599-2800
TF: 1-877-349-2800

F: 519-599-2801

Professional Design and Installation
Quality and Service…

always guaranteed.

99 King St. E., Kings Court Mall
Thornbury, ON  N0H 2P0
Email: corinthian.kitchens@bellnet.ca
Website: www.corinthiankitchens.com
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Call the Camerons...
We Sell Wasaga Beach!

INDEPENDENTLY OWNED AND OPERATED

SALES REPRESENTATIVES

In Touch Realty Inc., Brokerage
30-45th St S, Unit 7, Wasaga Beach

Shaun and Tracey Cameron

We are pleased to present 16 and 18 Linda Lane.  
Built with craftsmanship rarely seen today.  

Limestone, granite and hardwoods set  
these homes apart. See and hear the  
waves from your deck...Call today. 

Office: 705.429.2222
Direct: 705.351.2897

www.homesofprestige.ca
www.wesellwasaga.com

PANORAMIC VIEWS OF GEORGIAN BAY With 81 
acres of rolling property, a driveway that mean-
ders by the pond to reach the 3,600 sq.ft. 5 bdrm, 
4 bath, 3 car garage stately residence with a lrg 
open recently renovated great rm & kitchen w/post 
& beam accents, soaring ceilings & ample picture 
windows. Also a horse barn w/7 box stalls & pad-
docks, 10 mins to Collingwood. See this gem for 
yourself. $825,000.00 – MLS # 20092230

“THE TREE HOUSE” Sitting high on the Escarp-
ment overlooking the private pond, trees and the 
Bay, this 3 bdrm, 2½ bath spacious family home 
is one to not be overlooked. The master bdrm is a 
quiet retreat overlooking the pond with a marble & 
glass ensuite bathroom & lrg dressing room closet. 
A separate garage/workshop/studio is fully winter-
ized with a wood stove as a heat source. View this 
home today! $550,000.00 – MLS # 20092846

EXCEPTIONAL RAINMAKER BUILT HOME Crafts-
manship and detail abound in this 7 bdrm 3½ bath 
residence in exclusive Lora Bay community. Elegant 
country decor throughout, hardwood floors, slate, 
stone fireplaces, designer kitchen, open concept 
lvg/dng area w/vaulted ceiling & pine beam accents, 
Florida room, patio, in-ground sprinkler systems. 
Many extras to speak of with this great home, call 
for all the details. $735,000.00 – MLS # 20092908

SLABTOWN-BEAVER RIVER 173 Feet of frontage 
on the river, this lovely 3 bdrm home offers many 
options. Situated on double lot with a private ten-
nis court. Listen to river running by back deck, or 
enjoy the spectacular views. Includes separately 
deeded (100’ x 242’) lot. Minutes to Thornbury, 
short drive to Lora Bay & Georgian Bay Club for 
golf, Peaks for skiing. Wonderful opportunity, see 
for yourself. $650,000.00 – MLS # 20093265

Custom built by Peter Schlegel on private
estate sized lot with mature trees, a pond
and views of Osler Ski Hills. Well designed
home with open concept kitchen and great
room, vaulted ceiling, master on main,
ensuite, finished lower level, family room,
rec room, 4 bedrooms, hardwood, profes-
sional landscaping, huge back deck.
Minutes to Blue Mountain, driving range,
golf and Le Scandinave Spa.
See more at www.28TrailsEnd.com

This beautifully upgraded, 4 bedroom, 3
bath home is so ready to move in to.
Professionally decorated and landscaped!!
Featuring: hardwood and ceramic floors,
custom blinds, luxury master ensuite,
raised bar counter in kitchen, stamped
concrete driveway and front walkway, rear
flagstone patio and walkway, awning and
cedar privacy fence. Huge over-sized back-
yard with mountain views galore.
Visit: www.38HighlandsCres.com

CUSTOM BUILT 
MOUNTAIN VIEW ESTATES SHOW STOPPER HOME

Offord Realty Ltd.
Brokerage

72 HURONTARIO ST
COLLINGWOOD, ON

7 0 5 - 4 4 5 - 5 6 4 0

Rob Dubien
Sales Representative
(705) 888-0092
Rob@Dubiens.com

Angiline Dubien
Sales Representative
(705) 888-0021
Angiline@Dubiens.com

We’re on a Quest to Serve You Best!

Call the Dynamic Dubiens w w w.dubiens .com

Give us a chance to ”Wow You With Service”
*Independently owned & operated.

$549,900 $379,900

NP
Collingwood, ON    519.922.1125

info@naturalprestige.com    www.naturalprestige.com

Log Shells

Complete Homes

Stairs

Railings

Architectural Details

Take a virtual tour of our  
complete home for sale:

myhomes.360photo.ca/3989/

NPaturalrestige
L O G  H O M E S

104   o u r h o m e s   m i d  s u m m e r   2 0 0 9

d i r e c t o r y
OUR HOMES attracts the area’s finest businesses to advertise in our pages. Since our first issue, more than 400 companies have 

utilized our unparalleled distribution and coffee-table appeal to market their products and services. Now we’re making it easier than 
ever for you, our readers, to become educated as you plan your home- and real estate-related purchasing decisions. The listings below 
are organized alphabetically by industry.

ALTERNATIVE ENERGY

SUN VOLTS UNLIMITED Page 8

ANTIQUES

JONNA’S Page 111

PINETIQUES Page 87

PR ANTIQUES Page 87

THREE HERONS Page 55

ART FOUNDATION

BMFA/BLUE MOUNTAIN FOUNDATION 
	 FOR THE ARTS Page 89

ART GALLERIES

GALLERY DE BOER – FINE ART & JAZZ  
	 Page 89

LEVEL GALLERY Page 52

PHOENIX GALLERY Page 30

AUDIO VIDEO

HURONIA ALARMS Page 93

BOATING

HUTTON YACHT GROUP Page 17

BUILDERS

ABSOLUTE CRAFTSMEN Page 17

AXMITH & COMPANY/LINDAL Page 83 

BLACK TUSK DEVELOPMENT GROUP Page 31

BOB ARMSTRONG CONSTRUCTION Page 69

BRAEHALL DEVELOPERS Page 21

CARTER ALLEN Page 34

COCHRAN DESIGN•BUILD Page 55

COUNTRY CRAFTSMEN Page 59

GARY COOPER CONSTRUCTION Page 71

KINGPOST BUILDERS Page 57

L. PATTEN AND SONS LTD. Page 87

MANNY SCARATI Page 79 

NATURAL PRESTIGE LOG HOMES Page 105 

PATRICK B. COULTER & ASSOCIATES INC.  
	 Page 73

STONE CUSTOM HOMES Page 19

VILLAGE BUILDERS Page 81

BUILDING/LANDSCAPE  
SUPPLIES

BRIAN DINSMORE EXCAVATING & 		
	 HAULAGE LIMITED Page 86

CONTRACTOR’S RENTAL SUPPLY Page 75

DINSMORE FARM & LANDSCAPE SUPPLY  
	 Page 86

GEORGIAN DESIGN CENTRE Page 25

LEGACY CONTRACTORS Page 75

RONA Page 40 

THORNBURY HOME HARDWARE BUILDING  
	 CENTRE Page 116

ZWART’S TOPSOIL & LANDSCAPE 
	 SUPPLIES Page 73  

CHARITY

COLLINGWOOD GENERAL & MARINE 
	 HOSPITAL FOUNDATION Page 69

MEAFORD HALL & CULTURE FOUNDATION  
	 Page 57

MY FRIEND’S HOUSE Page 91

CLEANING

CARETAKERS Page 109

TLC CEILING CLEANERS Page 87

CONCIERGE

ERRAND SISTERS Page 93

CONCRETE

LEGACY CONTRACTORS Page 75

DECKING PRODUCTS

LIV OUTDOOR – KAYU DECKING Page 93

DESIGNERS & ARCHITECTS 

ABBOTT DESIGN LTD. Page 91

BLACK TUSK DEVELOPMENT GROUP Page 31

BRAMWELL.SHARP DESIGN Page 16

CHERCHÉ HOUSE OF DESIGN Page 30

DESIGNS BY ANDREA Page 89

FAD PEAKS & RAFTERS Page 109

JASPER ARCHITECTURAL DESIGN Page 52

ELECTRICAL

CLEARLITE ELECTRICAL,  
	 EXCAVATING & HAULAGE Page 71

EXCAVATING

BRIAN DINSMORE EXCAVATING & 		
	 HAULAGE LIMITED Page 86

CLEARLITE ELECTRICAL, EXCAVATING &  
	 HAULAGE Page 71

FARM SUPPLIES &  
MACHINERY

DINSMORE FARM & LANDSCAPE SUPPLY  
	 Page 86

HURON TRACTOR Page 58 

MAXWELL FARM SERVICE Page 77 

FINE WOODWORKING

PINETIQUES Page 87

TREE HOUSE WOODWORKING Page 87

FIREPLACES & STOVES

B&R HEARTH AND GEOTHERMAL Page 4

CHANTICO FIREPLACE GALLERY Page 6

NORTHERN COMFORT & MECHANICAL Page 85

FLOORING, STAIRS & TRIM

BARRIE TRIM Page 51

DEAN’S RUGLAND Page 58

FLOORCRAFTERS FINISHING TOUCH  
	 CENTRE Page 57

GEORGIAN DESIGN CENTRE Page 25

PR ANTIQUE PRODUCTS Page 87

QUANBURY FLOORING CENTRE Page 20

RONA Page 40

FOOD/DRINK/CATERING

STAYNER MEAT PACKERS Page 38

FURNITURE & APPLIANCES  

FOLEY’S FURNITURE Page 31 

MACDONALD’S FURNITURE Page 85 

GARDEN CENTRES

BLUE MOUNTAIN ORNAMENTS &  
	 FLOWERS Page 86

GEOTHERMAL

B&R HEARTH AND GEOTHERMAL Page 4

NORTHERN HEATING & VENTILATION  
	 Page 77

NOTTAWASAGA MECHANICAL Page 73, 75 

HEATING & COOLING

B&R HEARTH AND GEOTHERMAL Page 4

CHANTICO FIREPLACE GALLERY Page 6

Continued on page 106

OUR HOMES is committed to ensuring the businesses above appear under the correct headings. To make a correction, or to have 
your business listed under more than one heading, please email us at publisher@ourhomesmagazine.com. To have your business listed 
in our Home Resource Directory, call us to advertise at 519-599-7444.



A little temptation ...
from those who spend their lives trying to avoid it.

Bedrooms  Buffets & Hutches Chairs & Rockers  Tables Home Office

17 George St, Caledon 519-927-1789

Hwy 6 & 10, Owen Sound 519-376-4434

www.ccharm.com

Furniture to match your look and needs. 
Let us design and build for your home.

705.322.6880

Landscaping...
An Investment That Grows

DESIGN • BUILD • MAINTAIN

Home  Auto  Life  Investments  Group  Business  Farm  Travel

The Co-operators is the leading Canadian-owned multi-product insurance company.

Are you still insuring your 
mortgage with the bank?

Craig Janzen and Associates Inc.
860 Tower St. S.,

Fergus, ON N1M 3N7

Phone: 519.843.1710
craig_janzen@cooperators.ca

www.cooperators.ca

Find out how you can preserve 
your estate with an affordable 
life insurance plan that can 
give more to your family and 
protect everything you’ve 
worked hard to achieve. 

Jeff Elford, Agent
390 Sykes St N, Unit 2
Meaford, ON  N4L 1J4

Phone: (519) 538-2226
1-877-269-2667

Jeff_Elford@cooperators.ca
www.cooperators.ca
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Continued from page 104

NORTHERN COMFORT & MECHANICAL Page 85

NORTHERN HEATING & VENTILATION  
	 Page 77

NOTTAWASAGA MECHANICAL Page 73, 75 

HOME DÉCOR & FURNITURE  

BLUE MOUNTAIN ORNAMENTS &  
	 FLOWERS Page 86

CHERCHÉ HOUSE OF DESIGN Page 30

CLERKSON’S Page 35

COUNTRY CHARM Page 107

FAD PEAKS & RAFTERS Page 109

FOLEY’S FURNITURE Page 31

GEORGIAN DESIGN CENTRE Page 25

INFINITE GLASSWORKS Page 87

INTERIOR MOTIVES Page 57

INTERIORS ETC. Page 75

JONNA’S Page 111

MACDONALD’S FURNITURE Page 85

ORANGEVILLE FURNITURE Page 19

PARROTS & PARSNIPS Page 59

PINETIQUES Page 87

RONA Page 40

TERASE ART & HOME Page 22

THE MUSKOKA DRAGONFLY Page 38

THE RUSTY STAR Page 77

THREE HERONS Page 55

HOME SECURITY

HURONIA ALARMS Page 93

INSURANCE

COOPERATORS – JEFF ELFORD Page 107

KITCHEN & BATH

CORINTHIAN KITCHENS Page 103

RONA Page 40

LANDSCAPING/ 
LAWN & GARDEN

3OAKS LANDSCAPING & MAINTENANCE  
	 Page 85

ALEX MAXWELL LANDSCAPING Page 86

AQUAFORMATIONS Page 86

BLUE MOUNTAIN FOUR SEASON Page 91

BRIAN DINSMORE EXCAVATING & 		
	 HAULAGE LIMITED Page 86

EAGLES WEED CONTROL Page 86

GARDEN HOLISTICS Page 86

GORDON J. LEECE LANDSCAPES 
	 & GARDENS Page 35

MCMURTER LANDSCAPING Page 107

NATURAL STONESCAPES INC Page 93

OASIS NORTH LANDSCAPES Page 73

THE LANDMARK GROUP Page 33

ZENG LANDSCAPING Page 81

MASONRY

G. MATHER & SON STONEMASONRY LTD.  
	 Page 71

MEDIA

BAYSHORE BROADCASTING Page 83

NEW HOME COMMUNITIES

FALCON CHASE/CARANDALE HOMES  
	 Page 114

GATES OF KENT – REID’S HERITAGE 
	 HOMES Page 41

GEORGIAN MEADOWS/SILVER GLEN –  
	 REID’S HERITAGE HOMES Page 37

KEEPER’S COVE – REID’S HERITAGE 
	 HOMES Page 39

LONG POINT ESTATES Page 13

LORA BAY Page 5

PEAKS MEADOWS/GEORGIAN GLEN Page 7

ROYALTON HOMES – MONTERRA RIDGE  
	 Page 115

SUNVALE HOMES Page 55

THE RIDGE ESTATES Page 53

THE SHIPYARDS Page 23

ORGANIZING

COLLINGWOOD CLOSETS Page 107

PAINT

ROBINSON’S PAINT & WALLPAPER Page 3

RONA Page 40

THORNBURY HOME HARDWARE BUILDING  
	 CENTRE Page 116

PLUMBING

NEPSCO Page 89

POOLS, SPAS & SAUNAS

BEACHCOMBER HOT TUBS Page 91

CLEAR CHOICE POOLS Page 71

PROPERTY MANAGEMENT

INSPIRAH PROPERTY MANAGEMENT 
	 Page 87

REAL ESTATE

CENTURY 21 – ANGILINE & ROB DUBIEN  
	 Page 105

CENTURY 21 – JOSIE SCHYWIOLA, Page 2

CHESTNUT PARK Page 14&15

CHESTNUT PARK – THEMOVIEGALS.COM  
	 Page 34

CLAIRWOOD REALTY – EMMA BAKER, 
	 CHRISTINE SMITH Page 29

CLAIRWOOD REALTY – SHERRY RIOUX 	
	 Page 28

COLDWELL BANKER – LARRY FARRALL  
	 Page 113

COLDWELL BANKER – SARA WHITE Page 86

LUSH REALTY Page 105

MANNY SCARATI Page 79

PRUDENTIAL – BARBARA MCCOWAN  
	 Page 103

RE/MAX FOUR SEASONS – HARRY DOLAN  
	 Page 103

RE/MAX FOUR SEASONS – DOUG GILLIS,  
	 BRAD WILLIAMS Page 9

RE/MAX GREY BRUCE REALTY –  
	 MARYLON HALL Page 103

ROYAL LEPAGE Page 10&11

ROYAL LEPAGE WASAGA – SHAUN & 
	 TRACEY CAMERON Page 105

SUTTON ON THE BAY REALTY – KEVIN 
	 GILCHRIST Page 16

SNOW REMOVAL

BLUE MOUNTAIN FOUR SEASON Page 91

BRIAN DINSMORE EXCAVATING & 		
	 HAULAGE LIMITED Page 86

WEBSITES

SHOPCITY.COM Page 25

WINDOW FASHIONS

ASHTON’S BLINDS Page 111

ROBINSON’S PAINT & WALLPAPER Page 79

SHADES & SHUTTERS Page 87

WINDOWS & DOORS

BARRIE TRIM Page 51

CEDARPORT WINDOW & DOOR  
	 CENTRE INC. Page 111

OUR HOMES is committed to ensuring the businesses above appear under the correct headings. To make a correction, or to have 
your business listed under more than one heading, please email us at publisher@ourhomesmagazine.com. To have your business listed 
in our Home Resource Directory, call us to advertise at 519-599-7444.



THORNBURY HOME HARDWARE 
BUILDING CENTRE is the place to 

be every Thursday this summer. 

Work crews,  bui ld ing trades 

and contractors gather round the 

barbeque for a free lunch. Phil Havens 

and his staff host the gathering every 

week from May to September. This 

barbeque was sponsored by vendor 

CGC (Canadian Gypsom).

Mark Annable, 
Canadian  

Gypsom

Stephanie Rennie, 
Home Hardware

Paul Rogers and his crew 
from Valleyview Construction

George Hodgkinson, Georgian Bay Well 
Drilling, Kerry Murch, Erwin Embacher,  
The Generator Guys

Scott MacNeil, Willy 
Douglas, Gery Golosky,  

Dinsmore Excavating
Jamie Murray, 

Ron Hanley, 
Hanley’s Fencing

Rob Hanley, 
Colleen Pabst, 

Hanley’s Fencing
Phil Havens, Sarah Edy, Stephanie 

Rennie, Jim Nichol, Home Hardware

Michael Mannion, Susan 
Mannion, Mannion Associates

Do you own
a weekend home
in Collingwood?
(and/or Blue Mountain?)

You’re one
in 4,000 to us.

4,000 copies of OUR HOMES
are mailed to Collingwood’s

“weekender residents”
at their homes in Toronto each issue.*

(total controlled circulation and direct mail: 25,000)

“Our objective from day one has been to provide the 
absolute best magazine-advertising value in southern 
Georgian Bay. We continually achieve this through 
unparalleled distribution, advertising options, photo- 
graphy and editorial. Our advertisers tell us that our 
magazine works best for them.”

David Loopstra, Publisher
705.445.3392 x publisher@ourhomesmagazine.com

*OUR HOMES is the only magazine with this database.

To Toronto
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A crafty
MOSAÏC TABLE     to make this summer

BY  ANDREA  RAMAC I ER I  //  PHOTOGRAPHY  BY  BONN I E  FOX

OUR HOMES took a tired, weather-beaten, wooden patio 
table and gave it new life with old plates, bowls and tiles. 
	  

Continued on page 112

Own your own 
OUR HOMES magazine!

Franchise Opportunities Available.

Visit www.ourhomesmagazine.com 
click on franchise opportunities. 

Or call 705.445.3392. 

Join our happy and successful  
team and create maximum value 
for your advertisers and readers.

ourhomes
Style • comfort • IdeaS • real eState  

Creating value, creating opportunities

FA L L / h o L i d Ay  2 0 0 8

     A Town &   Country
       Christmas

meet the
designers

100 years of
water

& power
plus

Fabulous Winter Urns 
Filled with Foraged Finds

3 beAutiFuL 
homes

S p r i n g  2 0 0 8

Songs of Spring

pLUS alluring Style PickS 
for your home

attract birds to your backyard
come inside a polished new home in port elgin
and preserving the past in southampton

New

ourhomes
S O U T H E R N  G E O R G I A N  B A Y

S T Y L E  •  C O M F O R T  •  I D E A S  •  R E A L  E S TAT E   SUMMER 2007

Sunny Days
GOLF COURSE LIVING

TWO HOMES ON THE FAIRWAY 
THE PRETTIEST POOL HOUSE AND 

HOT SUMMER STYLE PICKS
PLUS: Home Building Fuels Our Economy

Splendour in the Garden 

ourhomes
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WHAT YOU’LL NEED
(We found almost everything at the local re-use store.)

• Old plates, ceramic bowls and tiles
• Safety glasses and gloves
• Hammer
• Ceramic tile glue
• Grout
• Floater
• Sponges
• Sealant (a must for an outdoor table)

HINT: Select a colour scheme and a basic design. Make sure you 
have enough of one mosaïc colour to fill in the desired area. 

GETTING STARTED

Wrap plates and tiles in an old tea-towel or cloth bag. 
Place them in a shallow plastic vessel or cardboard box. Put 
on your safety glasses and smash the plates and tiles with  
a hammer. 

Separate the mosaïc pieces by colour. Make sure you have 
enough pieces to complete your design. 

HINT: We used the lips of the plates along the edges of the 
entire table. 

TIME TO GLUE

Cover your starting point with an ample amount of ceramic 
tile glue and start placing your mosaïc pieces. You may have 
to apply glue directly to each piece. The thickness of each 
piece may vary, which adds interest to your table. Place 
pieces relatively close together. You can fill in the gaps with 
smaller pieces later. Continue to work in segments until the 
surface is filled and your design is complete.

Allow 24 hours for the glue to dry.

TIME TO GROUT

This is a two-person job. One person applies the grout with a 
grout floater while the other cleans each tile as you go along. 
Clean the tiles as best you can, otherwise the grout will dry 
and you will spend hours scrubbing and digging them out. 

Allow 24 hours for the grout to dry.

CLEAN AND SEAL 

Once the grout is dry and the tiles are clean, it’s time to apply 
a sealant. We used Circa 1850 Nu-Lustre 55 – a thick, high-
gloss clear epoxy finish. One coat of this product equals up to 
55 coats of varnish. Follow the directions carefully. You can 
find this product and others at the hardware store.

HINT: We used a brush to apply the epoxy sealant. Once dry, it 
looks incredible. OH

112   o u r h o m e s   m i d  s u m m e r   2 0 0 9

f i n i s h i n g  t o u c h



Live
Live

Ski
GolfSwim

Hike...but don’t pay Blue Mountain prices!

Blue Mountain
Premier Vacation Homes
•	3	&	4	bedroom
•	From	$299,900
•	Bungalow	style	&	
	 2	Storey	units	available

Phase 1
nearly 

sold out!

Prices and specif icat ions are subject to change without notice. Renderings are art ist concept. E.&O.E.

705.444.9995
MonterraRidge.com

MODEL HOME OPEN

GOLF COURSE

POOL

Live	at	Blue	Mountain...

Royalton.indd   1 7/21/09   11:40:02 AM

Lot to Love

Carandale Homes presents a new block of 14 luxurious residences 

backing on to the Blue Mountain Golf & Country Club.  Expansive 

layouts feature centre hall plans, gorgeous Great Rooms, sumptuous 

Master Suites and more, on sprawling 70’ or 80’ Estate Lots with 

sensational mountain views.

Come For The Tour - Stay For The Lifestyle!

Collingwood’s Only 70’& 80’ Estate Home Lots

Sales Centre Hours: 
Wed to Sun 12 noon to 5 pm
or by appointment

705-445-8298
carandalehomes.com

Estate Home Living From $359,990 
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