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Income potential & priced 
to sell. 19 bedrooms total.

Only $599,000 

Lora Bay waterfront 3 bed-
room winterized cottage. 

Only $699,000 

Beautiful Century home on 
a quiet corner in Clarksburg 

Only $364,000 

50 workable acres and 
large pond in Melancthon. 

Only $549,900 

1 and 2 bedroom units 
available. 

$119,900 to $139,900 

Your local Connection

*Independently Owned and Operated. E&OE **Not intended to solicit properties currently listed for sale. ***Award information available at Century21 Millennium Inc. 

Of ces in
Brampton, Collingwood

Thornbury & Wasaga Beach 

Multiple units right beside 
the Village at Blue. Hill side. 

$195,000 to $259,900

Build your dream chalet 
hillside with view of the Bay.

Only $549,900 

5 bedroom Luxury Viceroy 
with custom  nishes 

Only $765,000

Upper 2 bedrooms, minutes 
to ski, golf and downtown. 

Only $139,900 

Hill side location. Non 
renovated and renovated. 

$229,000 to $269,000

 Tyrolean Lane - Triplex  106 Happy Valley  100 Acre Farm   Clarksburg   Cachet Crossing            
    

      Chateau Ridge  Trott Condo Mountain Springs Resort              Chalet and building lots | Ann Heggtveit Drive   
    

N

For study purposes�
E

SW
Ski-in/Ski-out Chalet and 
2 building lots available. 
Prime location only steps 
from the Park at Blue 
Mountain.

$425,00 to $725,000

Josée Rivard
Sales Representative
705-770-8855  |  info@joseerivard.com

Get The Team working for you

Let our team of local professionals share their 
knowledge of the area with you before making 
any decisions.  Call us today! 

Vacant Land
� Wide variety of both MLS® and exclusive building   
 lots.

� Prime lot locations throughout Blue Mountain and 
 surrounding areas.
� Working knowledge of local trades & building   
 requirements.

Lora Bay lots $179,000 & $425,000
Ann Heggtveit Drive $425,000 

            67 acres in Grey Highlands $152,900 
              Craigleith - Water Access $134,900

Highland Drive, West Grey  $23,900

www.kevinwoolham.com
or call us today! 705.888.1219

Your local Connection
�  2011 CENTURION® Sales Award Winner*** 
�  2012 Director for Georgian Triangle Association of REALTORS®

Raised 3+1 bedroom bungalow with over 16 acres of 
nature and wildlife for you to enjoy. Situated on top of 
The Blue Mountains in Banks. Priced to sell at $399,000 

 FEATURE LISTING - Banks - 16 Acres 183 Alta Road  164 High Bluff Lane Sunset Boulevard   
 

M I L L E N N I U M  I N C.
Brokerage*

Direct 705.888.1219   Email info@kevinwoolham.com
Of ce 705.445.5640   Toll free 866.669.6608
72 Hurontario St. Collingwood ON L9Y 2L8 
www.kevinwoolham.com

Top Producer for 2011  
Century 21 Offord Realty Ltd. 

Kevin Woolham 
Sales Representative, SRES®

Connected to More®

Custom 4400 sq ft at base of 
Alpine Ski Club.
Only $1,395,000 

All of our listings are now posted on the 
Toronto Real Estate Board.

Call or email me today! 

REDUCED
SOLD 

1 SOLD

JUST LIS
TED

REDUCED

REDUCED

REDUCED

Sue

Home 
Staging

Rhonda

Marketing

pf 1 Huronia Ad (ourhomes) – July 9, 2012 

CLIENT
Huronia Alarms

AGENCY
Whiting & Holmes Limited
Jacyln Jones, Account Manager
541 Brant Street, Suite 8
Burlington, Ontario  L7R 2G6
289-337-3662
jaclyn@whitingandholmes.com

PUBLICATION
Our Homes

AD SIZE
8.375”  X  10.875” trim
bleed, CMYK

Safe. Secure. And Sound.

Your home. 
It’s where you live.

      our home is where you and your family are secure. It’s the refuge. The 
safe place. The comfort zone. And Huronia is dedicated to maintaining 
that feeling. Not by being obvious, and making your home a fortress, but 
by providing and monitoring the systems that keep you, your family, your 
home... secure.

We provide the hardware, and the friendly voice, that you can depend on 
in your community. And because we own the local monitoring station...  
it really is Huronia you contact. 

Call us today to talk security, for your home and family. 

Collingwood  705-445-4444 • 800-504-3053    Midland  705-792-9311 • 888-363-9311www.huroniaalarms.com

Security & Monitoring
Fire & Safety
Home Theatre 

Huronia 

Y
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Brad Williams
Broker

705.444.4646 DIRECT

www.bradwilliamsrealtor.com
brad@bradwilliamsrealtor.com

Lifetime Achievement Award

PRETTY RIVER ESTATES Customized 4 bdrm, 3½ bath “Pretty River” 
model with cathedral ceilings in living room with floor to ceiling stone 
fireplace, 8’ French Doors on either side. Oversized deck that has a 
hot tub off the main floor master bdrm. Bonus room in fully finished 
lower level with walkout. Close to all the area’s amenities & backing 
on to green belt & walking trails. $575,000. MLS®#20121594

MOUNTAIN VIEW ESTATES  Fantastic contemporary home in a private 
setting backing onto Silver Creek. 5 bedroom, 3 bath multi level 
custom design home with outdoor deck over looking river, attached 
tennis court & hot tub. Double car attached garage leads into large 
mudroom with ski tuning room. Open concept living room with vault-
ed ceilings. Close to all amenities.  $1,595,000.  MLS®#20121151

CREEKSIDE  Beautiful 2 storey 3 bedroom, 3½ bath home located in 
a desirable family oriented neighbourhood in Collingwood. Kitchen 
includes a pantry. Hardwood & ceramic flooring throughout the main 
floor with Berber carpet on the 2nd level. Fully finished & approved 
lower level bachelor apartment with separate entrance. $349,000. 
MLS®#20122575

99.6 ACRES FARM  Currently set up for horses. 4000 sq. ft. bank barn 
with 7 box stalls. 32 ft. x 48 ft. drive shed.  40 acres of bush, 50 acres 
workable. 2400 sq. ft. frame farm house with 5 bedrooms & large eat-in 
kitchen. $499,000.  MLS®#20123513

ALPINE HILLS  Luxurious mountain chalet. 3850 sq. ft.  Architecturally 
designed. Loaded with character. 4 bedroom, 3½ baths, wood burning fire-
place, upgraded fixtures, reclaimed wood floors. Double garage with inside 
entry on treed lot with extensive landscaping.  Winter view of Georgian Bay 
& ski hills. Close to Craigleith & Alpine ski clubs & Intrawest village. Walk to 
Northwinds Beach.  $1,450,000.  MLS®#20115531

NIPISSING RIDGE Magnificent Post & Beam chalet custom built by 
Patrick Coulter & Associates. Over 7200 sq. ft. of finished space with 
7 bdrms, 5½ baths, towering stone wood burning fireplace, reclaimed 
Hemlock wood floors, gourmet kitchen. Views of Georgian Bay. Close 
to Craigleith, Alpine & Georgian Peaks Ski Clubs & Northwinds Beach. 
$1,950,000. MLS®#20123189

HERITAGE CORNERS  Spectacular condo with 2300 sq. ft. of finished 
living space.  this condo has the most desirable floor plan in the complex 
with 4 bedrooms & 3 baths & a fully finished lower level.  Bright, spacious 
end unit with windows on 3 sides.  this unit is available fully furnished.  Use 
of outdoor pool & tennis courts.  $289,000.  MLS®#20122685

UNIQUE & PRIVATE RETREAT. Custom built 2500 sq. ft. 3 bedroom, 
3 bath chalet on 16 acres on the Niagara Escarpment. Forest set-
ting overlooking Georgian Bay backing on to 900 acres of green 
space. Close to all amenities. Groomed trails leading to the slopes 
of Georgian Peaks Ski Club. Open concept main level with maple 
floors, floor to ceiling windows & large custom cherry kitchen.   
$1,595,000.  MLS®#20123832

CHATEAU RIDGE Ski-in Ski-out from Blue Mountain’s Happy Valley 
ski run. This 2 bdrm, 2 bath end unit is the largest model with beauti-
ful upgrades, vaulted ceilings & great views. Open concept living & 
dining area with main floor laundry room. You can easily walk to the 
Village @ Blue where you will find world class restaurants, shopping 
& family activities. $249,900. MLS®#20121104

GEORGIAN BAY CLUB Custom built 6 bdrm, 3½ bath chalet by  
Patrick Coulter & Associates. 4000 sq. ft. of living space, soaring 
vaulted ceilings in the Great Room, main floor master suite, stunning  
kitchen with granite counters. Full finished lower level with large  
family room. $1,550,000. MLS®#20122581

NIPISSING RIDGE Professionally designed 5 bdrm., 3½ bath chalet 
with new granite counters in kitchen. Vaulted ceilings, 3-way stone 
fireplace w/seating around, fully finished lower level with media 
room, exercise area & unique 800 bottle wine cellar. Great location 
for Craigleith, Alpine Ski Club & Georgian Bay Club Golf members. 
$899,000. MLS®#20120031

SILVER GLEN PRESERVE  Upgraded end townhome backing onto the 
forest. Tanglewood model. 2+1 bdrms, 3½ baths, upgraded kitchen 
with pine centre island bar counter, stone faced gas fireplace with an  
antique mantel, fully finished lower level. Single car garage with  
inside entry. $299,900. MLS®#20120599  

RemaxWiliamsSmr12.indd   1 12-07-12   10:28 AM



Barb Thompson 
& Anita Lauer

SALES REPRESENTATIVES

27 Beaver Street, Thornbury

CHESTNUT PARK REAL ESTATE 
LIMITED, BROKERAGE
393 First Street, Suite 100, 
Collingwood, ON  L9Y 1B3
www.chestnutpark.com
705.445.5454
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Townhomes starting from

$299,900
Condos starting from

$199,900

HARDWOOD FLOORING
UPGRADE!

With every Phase 2 Townhome 
purchased before September 30th 2012.*

*Includes hardwood on the main level only. 
Contact us for hardwood selection.

Comefor aweekend... S†ayfor a lifetime.

www.themoviegals.com

Models Open: 
Saturday, Sunday 
12:00 am – 5:00 pm 
or by appointment.

Spread3:Layout 1  7/9/12  11:51 AM  Page 1

Real estate in action!

Simply Exquisite       $1,650,000
3100 sq.ft, panoramic view of
Bay, 8 acres, pond, neighbouring
miles of trails, minutes to Osler.

Minutes to Creemore    $479,000
4 Bdrm, 2 bath, set on 5 acres, 
stream. Vaulted ceilings, 2 gas 
fireplaces, hardwood floors.

Dockside - Bay Views    $269,000
4 Bdrm condo, solid wood doors 
& trim, wood burning fireplace, 
cathedral ceilings, pool, tennis.

Far Hills #14              $324,900
3 Bdrm, 21/2 bath, 1850 sq.ft, granite,
hardwood floors, ss appliances, 9’ 
ceilings, mudroom, ICF foundation.

Far Hills #19                $435,900
3 Bdrm, 21/2 bath, 2340 sq.ft,
granite, fireplace, ss appliances,
beadboard, glass shower, ravine.

Tanglewood               $359,000
Rare end unit, 3 bdrm, 21/2 bath,
granite, pine trim, dble garage,
pantry and loads of upgrades. 

Lighthouse 3 Bedroom $239,000
Exquisitely decorated, breakfast
bar, wood fireplace, cathedral 
ceilings, open concept, deck.

Charming Farmhouse $549,000
Set on 21/2 acres, 4 bdrm, 21/2 bath,
cherry floors, 2 gas fireplaces, 
double car garage, walk-out.

Heritage Log Home       $269,000
Downtown Collingwood, 3 Bdrm/ 
2 bath. Kitchens and bathrooms 
recently updated, new flooring.

Minutes to Devil’s Glen $399,000
Converted century commercial
space, 4,000+ sq.ft, loft like open
plan, 6 bdrm, sauna, 2 fireplaces.

Far Hills #31               $414,900
3 Bdrm, 21/2 bath, den, 2400 sq.ft, 
hardwood, granite, 5 appliances,
mudroom, double car garage.

Views of Georgian Bay    $519,000
4 Bdrm, 2966 sq.ft, walk out, triple
garage. Cathedral ceilings, built in
cabinetry, mudroom, pool, 15 acres. 

We‘re not 
number 1

YOU ARE!
Proven time & again, themoviegals.com
use their successful internet marketing 

tools to get your home sold.

Making you number 1 has 
proven successful:

2009 Chestnut Park Director’s Award
2010 Chestnut Park President’s Award
2011 Chestnut Park Chairman’s Award  

View from Simply Exquisite

Spread3:Layout 1  7/9/12  11:55 AM  Page 2



Doug Gillis, Broker
Direct: 705.444.3853 | doug@douggillis.ca

www.douggillis.ca

four seasons realty limited, Brokerage
67 First Street, Collingwood

705.444.3853

NEW LIS
TIN

G

SOUTH END OF BLUE 
Charming 1215 sq. foot 3 bedroom chalet 
on quiet cul-de-sac, backing onto large 
green space. Turn key. Walk to hills.

MLS® #20120454 $385,000

WASAGA BEACH
Immaculate family home w/almost 
3000 sq. feet of finished living space. 
Main floor master, hardwood floors, 
many upgrades.

MLS® #20121471  $339,000

CHARMING LOG HOME 
1575 sq. foot log & wood chalet with 4 
bedrooms & 1 1/2 baths, ski room & full 
unfinished basement. Walk to TSC & 
North Base. 

MLS® #20123608  $449,000

SNOWBRIDGE
Beautifully designed custom built home 
with 5 bedrooms, 3 ½ baths, 3700 sq. ft.  
Shuttle service; use of community pool.
  

MLS® #20122654  $779,000

NIPISSING RIDGE
Builder’s own custom built 3050 sq. ft. 
home w/5 bedrooms & 3 ½ baths. 
Incredible landscaping, in-ground salt 
water pool. 

MLS® #20121286  $1,295,000

COUNTRY ELEGANCE 
21 acres on the Beaver River.  4000 sq. 
ft. home with 5 bedrooms & 4 
bathrooms.  Fantastic outdoor 
entertaining area.

MLS® #20122714  $1,245,000 

BASE OF BLUE 
Custom built 6 bedroom chalet at the 
foot of O-Hill. Main floor master, 25 x 25’ 
great room, fully finished lower level. 

MLS®#20123637  $1,199,000

AWESOME SUNSETS 
45 acre property in the Beaver Valley at 
the edge of Kimberley. 4 bedroom 3 1/2 
bath 3,600 sq. foot home, 3 outbuildings.
 

MLS® #20123006  $1,175,000

RETREAT PROPERTY
25+ acres. Unique, special property in 
heart of nature. 1100 sq. ft. 2 bedroom, 
1 bathroom chalet & single car garage.

MLS® #20120932  $449,000

SNOWBRIDGE
Open concept living area & upgraded 
kitchen. Spacious master with luxurious 
ensuite & balcony.  4 bedrooms & 4 ½ 
baths.

MLS® New Listing  $929,000

STATELY BRICK HOME
Lovely family home, short walk to 
downtown Collingwood. 4 bedrooms & 2 
full baths, detached workshop, hot tub.
 

MLS® #20122605  $359,000

NIPISSING RIDGE
Unique, architecturally designed 4800 sq. 
ft. chalet with 7 bedrooms & 4/1 
bathrooms. Close to ski hills, golf & water.

MLS® #20122718  $869,000

POST & BEAM
4 bedroom, 3 ½ bath home in 
Snowbridge, backing onto Monterra Golf 
Course. Wood burning F/P, fully 
finished lower level. 

MLS® #20123520  $779,000

PREMIER CHALET
4000 sq. foot 4 bedroom chalet across 
from ski lifts & South Base. Incredible 
views from all rooms. Walk to Village.

MLS® #20122340  $899,000

INCREDIBLE LOCATION
5 bedroom chalet located on private, treed 
lot at base of Blue ski runs. Very unique 
property, walking distance to Village.
  

MLS®#20113067  $799,000 

SNOWBRIDGE
Stunning, custom built 6000+ sq. foot 
post & beam chalet with 5 bedrooms 
& 5 baths. Unobstructed views of 
Blue Mountain.

MLS®#20122295  $1,249,000. 

NEW PRICE

NEW PRICE

NEW PRICE

NEW PRICE

NEW PRICE

NEW PRICE

NEW PRICE

NEW PRICE

www.lorabay.com

LIFE IS GOOD. THIS IS BETTER.

On the sparkling shores of Georgian Bay, 

you’ll find a warm, welcoming community 

like no other – Lora Bay.  You’ll feel that this is 

life as it was meant to be lived.  Relaxed when 

you want it to be. Invigorating when 

you want it to be.  Social when 

you want it to be. They 

say there are only three 

things to consider when 

p u rc h a s i n g  re a l  e s t a t e  – 

location, location, location.  

Lora Bay offers you a prime location 

in the centre of a four-season playground.  

Just minutes from Ontario’s finest ski hills, 

there’s also boating, 

fishing, swimming, 

hiking, biking, golf  

on an award winning 

Tom Lehman/Thomas McBroom-designed  

18-hole championship golf course, or just  

the peace and quiet of an exquisite country  

afternoon. You’ll find all this and more at  

Lora Bay.  Not just a development, 

Lora Bay is a community  

in the truest sense of 

the word – where 

neighbours 

get to know 

one  another, and where social 

activities are abound – yet simple 

relaxation is always an option. Experience 

life in Lora Bay.  A life of spectacular views.  

Elegant, finely crafted homes. And wonderful, 

down-to-earth people who share your desire 

for the good life. Learn more today by 

visiting lorabay.com

You’ll Love the Backyard.

⇢ ⇢ CYAN  ⇢ ⇢ MAGENTA  ⇢ ⇢ YELLOW  ⇢ ⇢ BLACK  

CLIENT: LORA BAY (LB) TRIM: 8.375" x 10.875" BUILD DATE: JUN 24/2012    GALLEY NUMBER      PASS NUMBER

FILE NAME: 042_LB_LoveByard_OurHomes_FPAd_FA_1.indd LIVE: .25” DESIGNER: ERIC

AD CODE: LB-4CFP-OURHOMES-072512 BLEED: NA REV DATE: 

JOB NUMBER: LB-042-2012-OURHOMES-PRINTAD FOLDS: N/A REVISED BY:     PROOFREAD BY             CLIENT

DESCRIPTION: FP AD (Our Homes SGB) COLOUR CMYK FORMAT: PRINT AD

APPROVED BY: CREATIVE DIRECTOR _______________   ACCOUNT TEAM ___________________   STUDIO _________________
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243 QUEEN ST. W, 2ND FLOOR 
TORONTO, ONTARIO  M5V 1Z4

(T) 417-572-3913, 416-572-3908

www.oryxadvertising.com



BTM
B u i l d i n g  o r  r e n o v a t i n g  y o u r  h o m e ?  O u r  t e a m  o f  e x p e r t s 
a r e  h e r e  t o  h e l p  m a k e  i t  e a s i e r  t h a n  e v e r  t o  a s s i s t  y o u 

i n  y o u r  s e l e c t i o n  o f  t r i m / d o o r s / s t a i r s / r a i l i n g s .

Monday to Fr iday 7-5pm

1.800.265.3465  n  705.739.2200

52 Saunders Rd, Barr ie

www.barr ietr im.com
  Commerce Park Dr

400

Ba
rrie

 Vi
ew

Saunders Rd

Bayview Dr

Saunders Rd

Bryne Dr

Mapleview Dr

BTM BARRIE TRIM &
MOULDINGS INC.

SPECIALIZING IN CUSTOM TRIM, DOORS & STAIRS SINCE 1985 | SUPPLY & INSTALL

BarrieTrim Sp12.indd   1 12-04-18   12:40 PM

Awarded the Energy Star 
Builder of the Year Award

A DIVISION OF REID’S HERITAGE HOMES

$250*s
SINGLE DETACHED BUNGALOWS, BUNGALOWS WITH 
LOFTS AND TWO-STOREY DESIGNS ON 36’, 40’ & 50’ LOTS   

STARTING 
FROM

 
- Aurelia and Heinz

  Baumgartner

Happy Georgian Meadows 
Community residents since 2010

“We’re from Montreal; we looked around for a couple of years to 
find the perfect place in Ontario to settle in. One day we decided 
to ramble up Highway 26 – and we found Georgian Meadows.

We wanted a bungalow, something comfortable and cozy. 
It’s a great area with both young neighbours and older people. 
Everyone is friendly.

I love to go hiking right up the mountain and my husband bikes on 
the trails. Everything is so close and every season is beautiful here. 
We travel a lot, but we’re always happy to come home!”

“EVERY SEASON IS BEAUTIFUL HERE.”

HOURS: Mon-Thurs: 1-6 pm & Fri-Sun: 12-5 pm

TEL:  705.444.8344

COME SEE THE NEW MODELS
Sherwood St. near Alyssa Dr. and 6th St.

WWW.SHERWOODHOMESLTD.COM

ENERGY STAR® is administered and promoted in Canada by Natural Resources Canada.
Used with permission. *Prices and specifications subject to change. See sales representatives for 
more details. E. & O.E. Rendering is artist’s concept. Sept. 2010.
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Introducing Private Client Insurance
a new o� ering created with you in mind

...for clients who expect more

You treasure your one-of-a-kind possessions – whether your estate home, secondary residence, jewellery, � ne wine 
or an art collection, your treasured possessions are more than mere assets. � ey are experiences to be cherished 
along with family and friends. Experience our seamless customer experience uniquely tailored to you.

SUTHERLAND INSURANCE
Guelph  |  Collingwood
Phone: (519) 822-0160 

Toll Free: 1-800-263-1032
sutherlandinsurance.com

We are proud to o� er RSA insurance products. 
Visit rsabroker.ca for more information.

RS 096 

sutherland ad
RSA

Docket #: 
Description of Ad:

Client: C M Y K

FILE COLOURS: 

Contact: Allison Martin, RSA       eMail: allison.martin@rsagroup.ca      Phone: 647 776 9722

8.375 x 10.875”

8.625 x 11.125 

Trim :

Bleed Size:

Our Homes 
Magazine

RS 096 sutherland ad_03.indd   1 5/31/12   5:05 PM

A DIVISION OF REID’S HERITAGE HOMES

VISIT OUR SALES CENTRE

MODEL HOURS:
Monday-Thursday 1-6 pm
Friday-Sunday 12-5 pm

Silver Glen Blvd., Off Hwy 26
Collingwood, Ontario
TEL: 705 446 2685
WWW.SHERWOODHOMESLTD.COM

Fully-furnished model tours daily

COME HOME THIS WEEKEND

“When I saw Silver Glen I didn’t even consider anything else. 

I didn’t want another yard to look after; I wanted a place for 

recreation. It’s a two-minute trip to put my kayak in the water.

We like the combination of high-end amenities and small 

town life – it’s a great mix.

When we get in the car to come here on weekends, we feel 

like we’re leaving our worries behind.”

LIVE IN A FOUR-SEASON PLAYGROUND

PRICED
FROM
THE

$250*s & $400*s
AMENITY PACKED
2 storey town-homes
and attached bungalows

- Andrew Sanqua
& Valerie O’Brien

Happy homeowners since 2009

“We’re Leaving our
Worries Behind.” 

AWARDED THE 
ENERGY STAR BUILDER 
OF THE YEAR AWARD

ENERGY STAR® is administered and promoted in Canada by Natural Resources Canada.
Used with permission. *Prices and specifications subject to change. See sales representatives for more details. E. & O.E. Rendering is artist’s concept. Sept. 2010.

ARTIST’S
CONCEPT



416.944.2898 ext 202 
brad@abbottdesign.ca 
www.abbottdesign.ca

Abbotts_Sum12_clrcor.indd   1 12-07-06   1:47 PM

Martin Zeng    
705 466 5734
zenglandscaping.com

Our professional crew can 

enhance your surroundings 

with custom landscaping, 

water features and custom 

stonework. View recent 

work online or call  

Zeng Landscaping today.

Discover The Possibilities
Let us help you to realize your landscaping vision.

Cedarport_SGB_Sum2012.indd   1 12-07-11   11:48 AM



TTHERE’S NOTHING BETTER than munching on fresh cherry 
tomatoes and snow peas. The aroma of just-picked peppers as I chop them 
is enough to make me salivate. Nothing beats seasoning with homegrown 
herbs and spices. Yum!

This is my first summer growing a veggie garden in the ground. For 
the past few years I’ve been growing my vegetables in containers, which 
works for some things, but is a bit limiting for others. I have to admit that 
I thought growing veggies in the ground would be much simpler, but 
unfortunately, the squirrels think my garden is as great as I do! There’s 
no question they have their favourites – peas, carrots and peppers. 
They’ve even left behind precious peanuts to make off with my hard 
earned produce. While I don’t mind sharing, these critters are beginning 
to interrupt, even spoil my summer of freshness. My dog seems to be the 
only real deterrent thus far, but she gets fed up playing security guard and 
usually wants inside after an hour. I’m currently researching new tactics, 
like spraying with soap and water and sprinkling cayenne pepper around 
the garden. I’m keeping my fingers crossed that I didn’t spend a hot day 
with sheep manure for no good reason.

Clearly, food is a major highlight of summer for me. I can’t imagine 
ignoring the area’s farmers’ markets and fresh produce stands, and not 
only because the fruit and vegetables taste so good, but because so many 
wonderful memories are centred around food. Summer is all about making 
memories. Having friends over for a barbecue, sharing a picnic at the 
beach, enjoying a local patio... are all things I look forward to.

If you want a true taste of summer, try our homemade strawberry ice 
cream recipe on page 106 and serve up some summer cocktails (page 114) 
at your next shindig. You can find some of the freshest produce and local 
eats at the 100 Mile Market in Creemore, which is highlighted in our new 
Shop Spot feature on page 60.

And as always, this issue is full of great stylish ideas for your home. We have 
three spectacular, yet very different homes to share with you; a beachfront 
cottage with a natural focus (page 42), a 90-year-old barn converted into a 
stunning weekend retreat (page 94), and an elegant bungalow by Carandale 
Homes (page 78). Which one best reflects your style?

I’d love to hear from you! What do you think of our Summer issue? 
What about our new Shop Spot feature? Any ideas on how to keep 
squirrels out of my garden?

Cheers to a fun and tasty summer!

Shelby Hilson, Managing Editor
shelby@ourhomesmagazine.com

 Follow us @OurHomesMag
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Owned and operated by its Members, for its Members, this stunning 

Graham Cooke designed championship course provides an uncom-

promised golf experience through its design, some of the best prac-

tice facilities in Canada and its caring and professional staff. 

Our striking clubhouse is fully equipped for all of your dining and enter-

taining needs. Whether it is a quick snack and a beverage after golf 

or a more refined dining experience, our patio provides a magnificent 

panoramic view of Georgian Bay and there is no finer place to social-

ize and enjoy friends and family.

Attractive Initiation Fees

As a new Club, we are still looking for Members and for 2012 we have 

reduced our Initiation Fees. We offer the incomparable combination 

of quality golf and competitive rates.  There’s never been a better 

time to join!

Trial Memberships Available 

Take the guesswork out of a golf membership and come and join 

us this season. Our Trial Membership Program gives you all of the 

privileges of membership for 2012 without paying Initiation Fees.  

Play OslerBrook this season, no strings attached! 

OslerBrook, 
not just a GREAT Golf Course!

OslerBrook Golf and Country Club has the reputation for being one of the area’s finest golf clubs. With the deep green of the Niagara Escarpment  

as a backdrop and the rich blue waters of the Georgian Bay shoreline ever present, we have some of the most breathtaking vistas in the region. 

Come and Play!

Experience the course, our Members play every day!

Still looking for a course to call home? New for 2012, we are offering 

limited access to our Club for those serious golfers who want to play 

the best. Our VIP Member for a Day program lets you experience all 

we have to offer, golf, cart and boxed lunch at one low price. Come 

for the day, you may stay for a lifetime! 

Corporate Associate Program 

When you only want the best for your customers!

Back by popular demand, our “Corporate Associate Program” 

provides your business with an opportunity to enjoy a private country 

club experience, without the private club price tag!  This program is 

perfect for those businesses that want to entertain their best customers 

or reward their loyal staff with a game of golf.  

For details on all Membership Information please visit our website:  

www.oslerbrook.com or call Linda Morra - Membership Services Man-

ager at  (705) 444-5588 Ext. 113 
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HERE COMES 
  colour

THE ANSWER? DO IT YOURSELF.
Get out your dirty t-shirt and ripped jeans! Whether you’re having a 

romance with the pastel trend or into a more vibrant palette, here are a 
few ideas for a do-it-yourself approach.

PAINT DIPPED ACCESSORIES
A note-worthy trend that cropped up is paint-dipped furniture and 

accessories. Start with a wooden spoon. It couldn’t be easier and there 
is virtually no investment. Paint the legs of a chair. Dip the base of a 
basket or a set of wine glasses. You don’t have to actually dip an object 
in a bucket of paint if it’s too large. Just give the illusion by painting 
the lower or upper portion of a piece and voilà, you’re showing your 
trendy side. A small item is a great way to practice, but to make an 
impression, do something sizeable. I recently cut and hemmed a table 
skirt in burlap and dipped the lower portion in Benjamin Moore’s 
HC-59 Odessa Pink. It looks wonderful as a centerpiece stacked with 
books and white pillar candles. 

 
LINENS

If you have an old set of white sheets to spare you can incorporate two 
trends in one: Tie-dyed linens (that boho-chic thing) in soft pastel tones 
– a tablecloth, curtains, duvet cover, toss cushions. Those are just a few 
ideas. Tie-dying is actually really easy. Sew together two 24-inch square 
fabric pieces and when you’re done you have a throw pillow that screams 
“hello 70’s!” If you don’t have anything on hand, purchase a textural linen 
or heavy cotton duct by the yard at your local fabric store. It’s not as easy 
as ordering online, but you’ll be proud of your design. Check out the Rit 
Dye website for colour ideas. 

FLOOR STENCILING
An old wood floor in rough shape is always a dilemma – to refinish 

or to paint? I’ve always wanted to try stenciling: Maybe on a third floor? 
A dark space that needs some livening up? A country kitchen? This is 
a great way to incorporate colour into a space. Buy a roll of paper at a 
craft store and create your fabulous shape. Stain or paint the entire floor 
an inspiring colour, then use your cut-out to stencil in white or another 
colour of choice. Choose wisely! Let’s not forget that this is a LOT of 
work. Forget the sweat, tears and hours of labour! How incredible is 
that end result? Stain colour suggestion: For a beautiful blue tone try 
MinWax Pearl Gray.

The ideas may be endless, but the do-it-yourself method does take 
planning and time. Most importantly, send us some photos! Everyone 
has a different approach to decorating and it’s always fun to see what our 
readers have been up to.  OH

THE SPUMONI TREND
Say the word “pastel” and I envision spumoni ice cream (yes, I love 

it) and Easter eggs. Delicious yes, but attractive? Pastels seem so faint 
compared to their primary counterparts, a weaker version of the true thing. 
But when you describe them, they’re wonderful and yummy (cotton candy, 
mint chip, lemon chiffon) or romantic and flowery (rose, lavender, wisteria). 
Maybe they’re understated, but these introverts of the colour wheel are 
whimsical, refreshing, and dreamy. What tones could better characterize 
summer? So how do we use them? It’s always fun to see these trends in print 
but how do you incorporate a trend into your otherwise permanent décor? 

ELMIRA STOVE WORKS

PHOTO FROM HOUSEOFEARNEST.COM
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ABC CARPET & HOME

a d v i c e

Designer Stephanie Redmond 
answers your questions.

TMFull Service Wedding & Event Planning

Lisa On The Hill 
705.351.2228
onthehillconcierge.com

On The Hill Weddings 
Let us help plan your special day!

Find us on facebook
facebook.com/onthehillconcierge

Follow us 
@LisaOnTheHill

Linkedin  
On the Hill Concierge 

25th PORTER SKELTON 
& A S S O C I A T E S L T D

ANNIVERSARY

The quality design-build solution  
trusted by homeowners for 25 years.  

Positive relationships, creative designs and 
clear process with every project.

DESIGN~BUILD~RENOVATE~RESTORE

705-444-1999  Info@porterskelton.com

It’s all in the details

Creemore   |   705 466 2007   |   belscape.com

belmont_SP12.indd   1 12-04-13   4:19 PM
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209784 Hwy. 26 ı Craigleith Ontario L9Y 4T9    Tel ı 705 ı 445 ı 9688

Email ı chanticofireplaces@rogers.com    Website ı www.chanticofireplaces.com

Celebrating summer nights in style.
Summer Style

Outdoor CookingDefining the art of outdoor cooking.

Visit Chantico Fireplace Gallery – the first choice of homeowners and custom builders

Chantico Sum12.indd   1 12-06-28   11:03 AM

PREFERRED                                BUILDER

705.888.2759 
Scott Young  |  Thornbury w
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aFrom Cottages to Castles
Scotbuild takes quality and craftsmanship to the next level . . .whether building  
your  dream custom home or  restor ing the love affair  of  your  exist ing home.

s c o t b u i l d
CUSTOM HOME BUILDER

www.chartwellreit.ca

57 Trott Blvd., Collingwood, ON

Call 705-444-6431

The opportunities for friendship 
happen every day.

You’ll discover a fulfilling lifestyle where you

can relax and spend time with old friends,

while making new ones. Social outings,

special events and favourite pastimes fill

your day, and all the work is taken care of by

our warm and friendly staff.

OUR SERVICES INCLUDE...
FRIENDSHIP & COMPANIONSHIP



EEnjoy your outdoor surroundings. Make them everything you 
want them to be with these great summer finds…

“To sit in the shade on a fine day and look upon verdure 
is the most perfect refreshment.”  - Jane Austen

PHOTOGRAPHY  BY  BONN I E  FOX

JONNA’S RUSTIC REFINEMENT
(1) Planters
Handcrafted in Tuscany, these gorgeous 
planters will never go out of style.  Fill with fresh 
flowers or greenery and display indoors or out. 
Many designs available with tableware to match. 
796466 Blue Mountain Rd.
Craigleith
705.444.0838
www.jonnas.com

GRANDMA LAMBE’S
(2) Homemade Condiments
Kick up the flavour of your favourite barbecue dishes 
with a spoonful of Grandma Lambe’s famous chili 
sauce or pepper relishes. Serve alongside meat, on 
sandwiches or with crackers and cream cheese as an 
appetizer.
206590 Hwy. 26 E.
Meaford
519.538.2757

DAPPLE GRAY – HORSE, HOUND & HOME
(3) Pendleton Beach Towels
Stretch out and soak up some sun on these huge, soft 
beach towels. Made of 100 per cent cotton, they’re 
available in four great styles and pair perfectly with 
this Oughton Course Tote.
10 Keith Ave. (Cranberry Mews)
Collingwood
705.293.8889
www.dapplegray.ca

ORMSBY’S GARDEN CENTRE  
& LANDSCAPING
(4) Garden Fairies
Dust your garden with a little magic. These 
little Earth Fairies are enchanting flowerbeds 
everywhere. Each accessory has been designed 
with her own name and look. Specially-crafted 
fairy habitats are also available.
206709 Hwy. 26 
Meaford
519.538.3145

KNIGHTS’ HOME BUILDING CENTRE
(5) Side Tables
Waterproof, durable and easy to clean – 
everything you need in an outdoor table. These 
colourful numbers will add a pop of personality 
to your outdoor space and offer a convenient 
spot to place a coffee or magazine. Simply fold 
up and put away at the end of the season.
206532 Hwy. 26
Meaford
519.538.2000
www.homehardware.ca

FAD – FARROW ARCARO DESIGN
(6) Outdoor Swivel Chair
It may not look like it, but this is one of the most 
weather resistant chairs around. Lee Industries 
submerged this slip-covered chair in a lake for 
two whole weeks, then simply power washed it 
back to perfect white. Water collects in a well at 
the back of the chair, making it quick to dry. Live 
outdoors with the whole collection.
51 Hurontario St.
Collingwood
705.444.8330
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Continued on page 30
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EARTH POWER
(7) Kubota Tractor
Serious yard work is made easy with Kubota’s BX25 tractor 
with backhoe and loader. Featuring a 23-horsepower 
diesel engine, four-wheel drive and 745-pound loader lift 
capacity (with the options to add a grass-cutting deck and 
snow blower), this baby can do it all!
206005 Hwy. 26 W.
Meaford
519.538.1660
www.earthpowertractors.com

ARCTIC SPAS COLLINGWOOD
(8) Outdoor Sauna
The Finn is a Canadian-made sauna that 
combines the powerful heating system of a 
traditional rock sauna with the benefits of 
infrared technology. It comes with stereo, WiFi 
and Bluetooth, and can also be used indoors. 
20 Balsam St. Unit 15
Collingwood
705.481.7727
www.arcticspascollingwood.com

CHANTICO FIREPLACE GALLERY
(9) Tempest Torch
For a unique and dramatic look, light up your outdoor space 
with a decorative outdoor gas lamp. Its versatile design means 
it can be used as pillar lighting along a walkway, around the pool 
on a moveable base or mounted on an exterior wall. It can be 
operated manually or electronically with the flip of a switch.
209784 Hwy. 26
Craigleith
705.445.9688
www.chanticofireplaces.com  OH
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9

SUSTAINABLE 
CUSTOM 

FURNISHINGS

T H E O L D F O R G E . C A
705-441-7963   495970 RAVENNA, ON

Absolute CrAftsmen limited
Custom Built Homes By Dave Harrington 

705.446.7072    
www.absolutecraftsmen.ca
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Thornbury, ON  n   519.599.2969

r e d b r i c k g r o u p . c a

Electronic Shade and Drapery Control

Home Lighting Control Systems

Whole Home Audio/Video and Security

BAYLYN CONSTRUCTION LTD.

www.baylynconstruction.com

David Eaton, General Contractor 

david@baylynconstruction.com
t: 705-444-6209  c: 705-443-1910

CUSTOM HOMES & CHALETS

4473 County Road 124 S, Collingwood
705.445.6665 • 1.877.985.3667

Mon - Thurs 9am To 6pm, Fri 9am To 8pm, Sat 9:30am To 6pm, Sun11am To 5pm
Phil Macdonald Lindsay Macdonald-Brooks Matthew Macdonald

COLLINGWOOD

Leon's_SUM12.indd   1 12-06-28   7:48 PM



We professionally design and construct beautiful landscapes that 
suit our clients needs, lifestyle and budget. Specializing in patios, 
walkways, driveways, retaining walls, decks, pergolas, water features, 
gardens and much more. With our vast knowledge and experience 
in horticulture and building material combined with our outstanding 
customer service and communication, we can bring your dream 
landscape to life!

705-446-8861 • brian@riversidelandscapes.ca
www.riversidelandscapes.ca

Let your imagination flow...

Winner of the 2012 People’s Choice Award at the
Thornbury Home & Garden Show

•	Ongoing	consultation

•	On-site	maintenance	&	support

•	Remote	monitoring	&	support

•	Database	management		
	 &	integrity

•	Web	hosting

•	Web	design

•	Website	maintenance

•	Spam	filtering	services

•	Unmatched	anti-virus	protection

•	Web	site,	search	engine	
	 optimization

•	eCommerce	solutions

•	Mac	&	PC	support

•	Mac	&	PC	training

•	Cloud	Computing

•	Virtual	server	solutions

•	Power	line	networks

•	 iPhone	&	Blackberry	support

•	Continuous	Back-up		
	 &	restoration	services

•	 Information	technology		
	 analysis,	strategy	&	design

•	Server	management

•	Network	design,	continuous		
	 maintenance	&	support

Discover the power that 
peace of mind can bring!

30	Lockhart	Rd,	Collingwood
705-888-0530	•	info@canhelpit.ca
www.canhelpit.ca

CanHelpIT	is	an	IT	support	business	owned		
by	Mats	Lindberg	serving	the	Georgian	Bay	
area,	providing	the	following	services:	

Heating • Plumbing • Air Conditioning • Electrical

Geothermal
705.444.6026
519.599.2123

Meeting your service requirements  
for over fifty years. We are the 
pulse of your home or business.

705.606.1477       www.ikesturf.com

IKES TURF

You’re on our turf now.

YOUR TURF

No cutting. No watering. No weeding. No fertilizing.

before after

“Flooring our community
one family at a time”

King’s Court, Thornbury  .  www.floorcrafters.ca  .  519.599.5055

HARDWOOD  .  NATURAL STONE  .  GRANITE  .  FRAMELESS GLASS
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When it’s time for a change,  
we’re here to help.

85  HURONTAR IO  STREET  •  (705 )  445 -1988

OPEN SEVEN DAYS A  WEEK

H O M E  D É C O R



N
Luckily, a few small changes can take your laundry routine from 

harmful to healthy. These eco-friendly laundry habits are better for the 
environment and, in some cases, for your health too.

START WITH EFFICIENT MACHINES
If you’re in the market for a new washer and dryer, this is the perfect 
opportunity to choose energy-efficient appliances, which use less energy 
and water than conventional machines. Look for the blue-and-white Energy 
Star logo, which marks appliances that use 10 to 50 per cent less energy and 
water than standard models. Front-loading washing machines are also a 
great choice because they use less water and less energy than top-loaders.

If your current machines are still healthy and you’re not ready to invest 
in new ones, there are still a few simple steps to make running them easier 
on the environment.

About 90 per cent of the energy expended to wash clothes comes from 
heating water. Set your machine to use cold water to save all that energy. 
Cold water is also easier on your clothes, so they should last longer.

It’s important to always wash full loads – but don’t overstuff. Running 
your washing machine for just a few items wastes water. However, 
overstuffing it means the machine is working overtime, which could mean 
a shorter lifespan for your appliance.

CHOOSE OR MAKE NATURAL PRODUCTS
If you want to wash with soaps that are gentle on the earth and your 
clothes, shop for cleaning products that are plant-based, rather than 
petroleum-based, then choose the most concentrated product. Anything 
larger is likely the same product just watered down. 

Just like food, the fewer ingredients and chemicals on a label, the 
better. But if you’d rather make your own cleaning solutions, it’s as easy as 
mixing up products you likely already have in your cupboards. Everything 
from vinegar and lemon juice to baking soda and borax can be used to 
clean your clothes. 

For example, a simple solution of about 1/2 cup of white vinegar, 1/4 cup of 
baking soda and 3 cups of water can be mixed together in a spray bottle and 
used as a natural stain remover for tough spots before clothes go in the washer.

Similarly, a cup of vinegar during your rinse cycle will soften your 
clothes just as well as any fabric softener – and you’ll avoid all the toxic, 
flammable chemicals associated with those.

DRYING
Efficient drying starts right in the washer: if you’re planning on tossing 
damp clothes into the dryer next, choose the highest spin cycle in the 
washer first, which will remove plenty of moisture and reduce your 
drying time.

Dryer sheets may make your clothes and towels feel like a dream, 
but they’re actually chockfull of chemicals that are both bad for the 
environment and your health. You can get the same static-busting effect 
from dryer balls, which you can use over and over.

Better yet, ditch the dryer altogether and hang your clothes to dry. 
In summer, put them out on a clothesline to blow in the wind. You don’t 
have to damage Mother Nature to dry your clothes – she’ll dry them for 
you! In winter, hang a clothesline in your laundry room, use a drying rack 
or hang clothes on hangers around the house. This is a bonus when dry 
winter air is at its worst because damp laundry helps add moisture to the 
air without having to plug in a humidifier.

DRY CLEANING
Traditional dry cleaning methods use a cocktail of chemicals just to get 
clothes “clean.” These can cause everything from eye, nose and throat 
irritation to liver and kidney damage – and they don’t stay at the cleaners, 
they come home on your clothes. 

Instead of taking clothes labeled as “dry clean only” to a conventional 
dry cleaner, shop around for more eco-friendly options. Find a cleaner that 
uses carbon dioxide or try a professional wet cleaning company instead. 
They’ll treat your delicates as gently as any dry cleaner and their methods 
are far more eco-friendly.  OH

BY  ADR I ENNE  BROWN

earth friendly
LAUNDRY

Nothing compares to the scent of fresh, 
clean laundry. Unfortunately, sometimes 
Mother Nature takes a big hit when we 
use lots of energy, water and chemicals to 
achieve that comforting smell.

i d e a s

online Find a recipe for eco-friendly laundry detergent
at www.ourhomesmagazine.com/laundrydetergent

Michael Kearns 
Sales Person 
705.888.2888

Doug Beaumont 
Broker 
705.606.1046

Thornbury
Restored century home 
on desirable Alice St. 
This 3 bdrm/2 bath home 
boasts a private, matured 
treed yard that features 
a new swimming pool.  
$369,900

Meaford
Charming country 
retreat featuring a 
classic, restored Century 
home and 3.3 very 
private acres. Escape to 
paradise just minutes 
from town. $324,900

Your Home Sold. The Modern Way.
www.beaumontkearns.com

27 Arthur Street West
Thornbury, N0H 2PO
Office: 519.599.2136

Meaford
Renovated bungalow 
with 3800 sq. ft. of 
living space. Treed and 
professionally landscaped 
1.23 acre lot with in-
ground swimming pool.  
$439,000

Sunnyside Beach
A true cottage with all 
the charm & character!  
3 bedrooms & 2 baths. 
Stunning waterfront 
with sandy beach and 
escarpment views.  
$569,900

Not intended to solicit any property currently listed for sale. 

M&D Our Homes Half Pg Draft 2.indd   1 12-07-09   3:27 PM

Incredible Property! 3 Bedroom bungalow on 
50 acres. Pond, trails, campsite. Minutes drive 
to Blue Mountain. MLS#20122457. $989,000

576056 5th Line

Brewster’s Lake. 5 bedroom raised bungalow 
on 5 acres. Sunroom, large deck, 10 min 
to Devil’s Glen. MLS#20121210. $695,000

188 Highpoint Crescent

Spectacular Property! Custom designed home offers luxurious living. Situated 
on 42 private acres with pond & view of bay! MLS#20123821. $2,995,000

Walk to Downtown. Stunning 2 ½ storey 
brick home circa 1896. 4 Bedrooms, 1½ baths, 
beautifully renovated. MLS#20123904. $434,500 

250 Pine Street

 4 Bdrm in Creekside. Terra Cotta model over 2200 
sq. ft. Extra wide lot. Over $50k in upgrades. Fenced 
yard. Shows well! MLS#20123587. $379,900

52 Patton St.

330 First Street
Collingwood, ON
Phone: 705.445.5520
Fax: 705.445.1545

589687 Grey Road 19

Cindy Ryerse 
Sales Representative

Ian Hawkins
Broker

cindy.indd   1 12-07-19   1:47 PM
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EEven people with the most wonderful 
neighbours need to put up or replace 
the fencing around their yards at one 
time or another. 

It’s nothing against those lovely people next door – perhaps 
you have a new pet, you’re putting in a pool or you just crave a 
little more privacy. Fences keep certain things and people out of 
our yards and they keep others contained safe within. They also 
help clearly define property lines. Good fences really do make 
good neighbours. But where do you start?

APPROACH YOUR NEIGHBOURS

Alon Zamdvaiz, Sales Manager for CAN DO Fence & 
Deck – a company that has built fences for home builders, 
municipalities and homeowners – says the very first thing you 
need to do is chat with your neighbours.

He says the majority of people who are looking to put up 
a fence will be doing so right down their property line, so 
speaking with anyone whose property is adjacent to yours is 
both a courtesy and a legal issue.

Once you’ve raised the idea, you’ll know who is willing to share the 
costs and to what degree, which will help you decide what type of fence 
you’re going to build, says Zamdvaiz. If you’re building the fence yourself, 
you’ll know who is willing to pitch in and help out with the work, too!

KNOW YOUR LOCAL BY-LAWS

Every municipality will have its own rules governing fence locations, 
heights and construction. They are usually available online or by calling 
your local by-law office.

It’s crucial to know the ins and outs of fencing in your community 
before you do anything – otherwise you might find yourself taking it down 
and rebuilding, even just a couple of inches over.

Some municipalities even have by-laws governing how neighbours 
should split the cost of a new fence, which can be helpful if your 
neighbours are hesitant to contribute. 

WHERE DOES THE FENCE GO?

When you purchased your house, you should have received a copy 
of your Registered Land Survey. This document will outline your exact 
property line, which is where most fences belong. 

If you are hiring a contractor, “the fence company should be following 
that to a T,” says Zamdvaiz. And if anything doesn’t match up to the 
document, “the company should be liable to fix that.”

CALL BEFORE YOU DIG

Before you or a fencing company starts digging, it’s crucial to know what 
may be right under your feet and what you need to avoid damaging. Nobody 
wants to be responsible for their whole neighbourhood losing power!

In Ontario, homeowners can visit Ontario One Call online (www.
on1call.com/) and submit a ticket requesting a locate on all nearby hydro, 
gas, telephone, cable and water lines and anything else that may be in 
their vicinity.

Locates are free and can protect you from injury, delays to your project, 
extra costs and even potential legal action.

However, Zamdvaiz says it’s important to make sure the person 
installing the fence is the one who calls and requests the locates. “If 
the contractor calls, he is responsible. If the homeowner calls, then the 
homeowner is the one who is responsible, even if the contractor is the one 
who hits something,” he says.

CURRENT FENCING TRENDS

According to Zamdvaiz, Alkaline Copper Quaternary (ACQ) pressure-
treated lumber (a safe and non-toxic alternative to conventional pressure-
treated wood) is the most popular fencing material at the moment. It’s 
preserved with a copper-based treatment rather than potentially harmful 
chemicals. Cedar fences are a close second. Either way, regardless of 
material, says Zamdvaiz, many people lean towards more private designs 
so they can have their own secluded space.  OH

BY  ADR I ENNE  BROWN //  I L LUSTRAT ION  BY  SHE I LA  BR I TTON

BUILDING FENCES

i d e a s

online For our quick fence-building checklist, go to
www.ourhomesmagazine.com/fencechecklist

FARMER’S MARKET
Every Saturday morning 
from May 19 until Oct 6
Launch Wknd – June 9
 
ARTISAN MARKET
June 30, Sept 1, 29, Oct 6

ART ON THE STREET
June to September
featuring one-of-a-kind
art chairs and banners
throughtout downtown

LOCAL LIVE LUNCH
Wednesdays at noon
July 4 - August 29

LIVE THEATRE AT THE 
HISTORIC GAYETY
Theatre Collingwood
presents the 2012 
season; select dates 
from July 16 to Sept 22

 
 

JAZZ AT THE STATION
Every Wednesday Evening
Late June to August

COLLINGWOOD ELVIS 
FESTIVAL
July 26 to 29

ART AND MUSIC FESTIVAL
August 4 to 5

RIDERS WITH A MESSAGE
Sunday, August 5

CELEBRATE COLLINGWOOD 
FESTIVAL
August 18
 
GIRLFRIEND’S GETAWAY 
WEEKEND
September 28 to 30

HARVEST OF THE ARTS
Thanksgiving Weekend 
October 6 - 8

BLACK HARVEST
Saturday, October 27

and the list goes on….

Open-air festivals are just the beginning. 
Experience musical, theatrical, artistic, 
culinary and other events all summer 
long and into the fall and winter. 

Visit collingwooddowntown.com or call 
705-445-5595 for more info on any event.

GATHER
THIS
WAY

EVENT LISTINGS

We passionately create the 
perfect outdoor space for you.

custom landscape designs
expert stonescaping

natural water features
spectacular gardens

dramatic outdoor lighting
exceptional results

www.facebook.com/
hackstonelandscapes

519-922-2929    
www.hackstone.ca

proud member of

Hackstone half pg ad OH_4  12-06-25  1:30 PM  Page 1
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MIXING DIFFERENT FINISHES
Combining a variety of different materials will add a lot of visual 

appeal to your home. Clear glass and/or polycarbonate are perfect 
for small spaces because they will almost disappear. It’s like they’re 
there – but they’re not. Utilizing mirror in the space will really help 
in bouncing around the light and making the area feel bigger – the 
larger the mirror or the more mirror you use, the greater the impact 
(just be careful not to over-do it!). And lastly, reflective finishes, 
such as polished chrome, will also help in taking away from the 
“small space” feeling. 

PROPORTIONED PIECES
Cramming oversized furniture into an undersized place is like 

wearing clothes that are much too tight – it just doesn’t work and 
doesn’t look good. If you’re downsizing from a larger house, you will 
most likely need to get new pieces of furniture. Take a measuring 
tape with you when you go out to be sure what you’re getting will 
fit. Furniture pieces can look really small when they’re placed in a 
big showroom so don’t let that distract you. 

UNDERGOING ORGANIZATION
The key to the level of comfort in your cosy quarters will be 

determined by your level of organization. Clutter can easily take control 
so having lots of storage space will save your home from getting engulfed! 

Creative Ideas:

•	 Store out of season clothing in your travel suitcases.

•	 When purchasing furniture, think multi-purpose (an ottoman with a 
top that opens that can contain blankets and pillows).

•	 Think of the places you can’t see, such as the area behind your 
sofa if it’s against the wall. This might be a good place to mount 
a low shelf where you can hide books or board games.

•	 Vertical space is often forgotten. Installing a pegboard in your 
closet with pins randomly dispersed is a great hanging place for 
belts, bags and scarves.

LAYING OUT THE “LAYOUT”
Keep your space feeling open and airy and avoid furniture pieces 

that might be obstructing this. Having a furniture layout that 
works is crucial to your comfort. Position the furniture in a way 
that allows for an easy flow of traffic – though the furniture itself 
does play quite a substantial role in this.

Furniture Suggestions:

•	 A round/oval coffee table and dining table are easier to get 
around than square/rectangular.

•	 Furniture with skirts or closed bottoms might feel obstructing. 
Furniture with legs will visually take care of that.

•	 Just because you entertain a lot in your living area doesn’t mean 
all the seating always has to be there. Have side chairs throughout 
your home – in the bedroom, powder room, kitchen and bring 
them together when you entertain.

Whether it’s a whole condo or just a hallway, small areas can 
take a bit of getting used to – but after thinking big about it and 
making use of these tips, I’m confident that you’ll get the most out 
of your small space!  OH

Yanic Simard – Toronto Interior Design Group, Principal Designer

Just because the area is smaller doesn’t mean it’s going to be any easier 
to decorate– ample thought is required for minimal space. Smaller spaces 
mean more organizing and creative ideas, and I’ve got four great tips for 
you on how to make the most out of your pint-sized place.

PAINT AND ITS POTENTIAL
We all know the easiest and most affordable way to make a big change 

in the look of your home is with a new paint colour. To make your ceilings 
look like they soar for miles and to visually expand the look of your place, 
paint the walls, ceiling and trim work all in the same colour. I’m a believer 
that dark paint does condense a space so I would suggest a light hue, such 
as Benjamin Moore’s OC-23 Classic Gray. I prefer painting the walls and 
ceiling in a flat finish and having a bit of sheen to paint for the trim. 

THINKING BIG ABOUT

SMALL SPACES
BY  YAN IC  S IMARD

PHOTOGRAPHY  BY  STACEY  BRANDFORD

i d e a s

www.blacktuskdevelopment.ca

T: 519 599 3337

William Brown 
PresidenT    
ArchiTecTurAl designer

architectural
Design   
           
Project 
ManageMent
 construction  
services

Black Tusk is creaTing 
unique visions of Home 
for our diverse clienTs.

Visit our website for design 
ideas and inspiration.

What is 
your vision 
of ‘home’?
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A A flock of Canada geese adds a perfect accent to the bay’s shimmering waters. 
It’s that shimmer that draws you in from the moment you step into this breezy, 
contemporary chalet and see the brilliant blue water lap gently against a sandy 
beach through a wall  of windows.

          LIFE’S ABeach
BY  J IM  FOX  //  PHOTOGRAPHY  BY  SANDY  MACKAY

Continued on page 45
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This stunning waterfront home is a holiday haven for a fun-loving 
family of five that enjoys escaping the hectic city and participating in the 
active all-season lifestyle of the Georgian Triangle.

The joy this peaceful retreat creates excites the homeowner. When 
asked what she and her husband like most about their home she points 
to the expanse of blue water beyond. “Look at that! What could be more 
beautiful than that view?” she says. “We wanted a home inspired by those 
we had seen out west – a little country but contemporary, and we got it. 
We wanted a mountain-modern feeling. We couldn’t have expected better.” 

This spacious cottage, built by Carter Allen Ltd. of Thornbury, 
exemplifies the firm’s watchwords – Pride, Passion, Innovation. These  
three qualities can be seen in every facet of the construction.

The home is the perfect complement to the rustic Georgian shoreline 
that it inhabits. The exterior of this three-level home blends beautifully 
into its surroundings, from the custom B.C. cedar siding and the unique 
blend of grey limestone and granite highlights to the sturdy galvanized 
metal roofing, . 

The homeowners worked closely with the builders to bring their 
vision to life. “It was truly a custom job for us,” says Chris Allen, co-owner 
of Carter Allen Ltd. “It became a team approach – a real partnership. 
As time went on we pulled together as a group. Our clients had their 
own choices to make every step of the way. It’s fair to say the build was 
personal for us.”

TOP: Builders Chris Allen and Scott Carter 
of Carter Allen Ltd. LEFT & ABOVE: The 
beachfront property is enjoyed by the 
entire family, especially the dog.

ABOVE LEFT: A colourful bench and rustic 
mirror in the front entranceway set a stylish, 
yet casual tone for the rest of the home. 
ABOVE RIGHT: A huge cedar post off the 
entranceway is used to display the kids’ 
medals and to hang jackets. LEFT: Desiron 
Custom Metal crafted a unique firewood holder 
to hang on the wall in the entranceway.
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“It’s true. We really came together as a team,” says the homeowner. 
“It was a great experience building this home. The support from Scott 
(Carter) and Chris (Allen) didn’t stop the day we moved in. They’ve 
provided ongoing support.”

Scott Carter describes the positive link between builder and 
client: “We worked hard to provide our clients with options to satisfy their 
needs, not just when sourcing fixtures and finishes, but throughout the 
build from framing and beyond.  It was a truly collaborative effort. The sense 
of mutual trust allowed everyone’s input and the positive results show it.”

As Carter suggests, the homeowners had definite ideas about the 
kind of home they desired. Keeping it natural, both inside and out, 

was a priority successfully achieved. They stayed away from materials 
that create off-gassing, like medium density fiberboard, plywood and 
plastics. “We tried to make it a healthy home,” says the owner.

Aside from the all-natural approach to building materials, the practical 
use of space and its functional design make it a wonderful environment to 
kick back and enjoy. A unique, large cedar post off the entranceway that 
seemingly grows right in the home sets the tone for this down-to-earth 
hideaway. Metal hooks on the post offer to hold guests’ jackets with ease. 
It represents the homeowners’ determination to have minimal closets 
and shelving. This approach is carried throughout the home, allowing 
increased floor space in all the bedrooms.  Continued on page 49

The main-level powder room is 
warm and elegant with sparkling 
dark tiles, a floating vanity 
and vessel sink. OPPOSITE: 
Natural elements blend together 
beautifully in the great room 
where a wood-burning fireplace is 
surrounded by a granite limestone 
blend and a soaring, pine timber 
frame ceiling makes room for a 
towering wall of windows.
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Despite its natural bent, the house has all the amenities of a modern 
home. The large entranceway, finished in grey marble installed by Gervase 
Custom Ceramics, includes a powder room and a wall-mounted, 
circular metal firewood holder created by Desiron Custom Metal  
of Thornbury. 

To the left of the entrance is the great room, where a wood-burning 
fireplace from Chantico Fireplace Gallery takes centre stage, with a 
limestone and granite blend surround that climbs to the soaring timber-
frame ceiling (Legendary Logcrafters Ltd.) It includes a natural, 
single-slab stone mantel and hearth. Like most spaces in the home, this 
room pulls off a rustic contemporary look by combining materials such 
as wood, leather, stone and metal. The owners’ sense of style is evident in 
the soft grey and purple accents.

Beautiful light fixtures (Universal Lamp) and accent lighting 
throughout the house harmonize beautifully with the walls, all in earthy 
tones of greys, browns and charcoal, painted by Currie’s Creative 
Painting & Decorating, using paint from Birch & Benjamin Inc.  
of Thornbury. 

The kitchen, with its large central island, continues the theme of 
natural functionality with contemporary grey cabinetry by JTI Custom 
Cabinets & Furniture, accented by black hardware and charcoal, 
honed marble countertops. Stainless steel appliances from Macdonald’s 
BrandSource Furniture & Appliances round out every chef’s vision of 
a modern food preparation space.

The highlight of the open dining area, between the kitchen and the 
back-deck eating area, is a long, live-edge dining table crafted by Tree 
Green Team from a salvaged, 200-year-old maple tree. Guests are 
treated to a spectacular view of the bay while enjoying a meal with 
their hosts. Continued on page 50

BELOW: The open kitchen/
dining area is an ideal space 
for entertaining friends and 
family, with a long live-edge 
dining table crafted from a 
salvaged, 200-year-old maple 
tree and a large centre island to 
gather around. RIGHT: The main 
staircase flooded with natural 
light, leads upstairs to the 
children’s rooms and downstairs 
to a recreation space and guest 
rooms. FAR RIGHT: Charcoal-
coloured, honed marble 
countertops are a nice contrast 
to the light kitchen cabinetry.

TOP: The indoor dining space runs parallel 
to an outdoor dining space, which sits just 
on the other side of wall-sized, sliding glass 
doors with a spectacular view of the Bay. 
ABOVE: The back deck spans the length 
of the home, and with transparent railings, 
it provides additional living space to enjoy 
the surrounding beauty.
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Also on the main level and with no less a view is the master bedroom, 
which is cool and serene in soft greys, whites and blues. The en suite features 
a long double vanity with plenty of storage and a large glassed-in shower. 

Each room on the main level opens to the back deck, which spans 
the length of the home and features transparent railings, offering an 
unobstructed view of the sandy beach and bay below. The descent to 
the spectacular sandy shoreline and the restored boathouse is made on 
massive flagstone steps (landscaping by Naturally Green Landscaping 
Ltd.). As you reach the bottom, the anticipation of a day at the beach, 
filled with paddle boarding, sunbathing and picnicking, sets in. As you 
look back toward the house all the elements of nature come together to 
form one incredible family getaway.  OH

SOURCE GUIDE 

Birch & Benjamin Inc., Bumstead Brothers Plumbing & Heating, Carter 

Allen Ltd, Currie’s Creative Painting & Decorating, Deans Carpet One 

Floor & Home, Desiron Custom Metal, Gervase Custom Ceramics, 

Grey-Bruce Construction Ltd., GWT Trenching & Excavating, Huronia 

Alarms, Jeff Walker Plumbing & Heating, JTI Custom Cabinets & 

Furniture, Legendary Logcrafters Ltd., Macdonald’s BrandSource 

Furniture & Appliances, Naturally Green Landscaping Ltd., Ohmex 

Electric, Thermo Seal Insulation Systems, Tree Green Team.

The main floor master suite is a 
spa-like retreat. A wall of windows 
floods the serene space with natural 
light, including the huge glass-and-tile 
shower, which looks into the bedroom 
through a full-length window. A wall-to-
wall double vanity provides plenty of 
space for two to get ready. 

custom cabinets and furniture    
705.441.0036 • jason@jtidesign.ca Visit us on the Autumn Leaves Studio Tour • Sept 28 - 30

w w w.in�niteglassworks.com  519.924.1551
C U S T O M  L I G H T I N G
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since 1980

CUSTOM BUILT HOMES x RENOVATIONS

EXCEPTIONAL CRAFTSMANSHIP
SUPERIOR RESULTS...EVERY TIME

VALLEYVIEW CONSTRUCTION
PAUL ROGERS x 519.599.3694 x progers@valleyviewconstruction.com x www.valleyviewconstruction.com

Steve’s Masonry has worked for me on our 
two most recent custom home projects. It was 
a delight to have such a dedicated and skilled 
Trade to rely on for their quality workmanship 
and for completing their work on schedule. 
Most importantly, Steve takes the time to meet 
and discuss the client’s wishes from the start of 
the project to ensure its successful conclusion. 
Looking forward to working together in the 
future.

Regards Peter Schlegel
Peter Schlegel Construction Limited

Steve’s Masonry have completed the stonework 
on several custom homes at Georgian Bay 
Estates and we have been very happy with the 
quality of their work.  Steve Wall and his crew are 
excellent masons and get the job done on time. 
We would not hesitate in recommending them 
to anyone looking for quality masons.

Paul Colangelo
Larry Dunn

Georgian Bay Estates Ltd.  
Collingwood Ontario

Put our passion to work for you.

21 Telfer Rd., Collingwood      705-441-6803     stevewallmasonry.com

SteveWall_W12.indd   1 12-01-26   10:29 AM

INTERIOR SPACE PLANNING

BATH AND KITCHEN DESIGN

CUSTOM FURNITURE & LIGHTING

A.R. I .D.O ACCREDITED INTERIOR DESIGN

51 Hurontar io Street,  Col l ingwood,  705 444 8330

17 George St, Caledon  519-927-1789
Hwy 6 & 10, Owen Sound  519-376-4434

www.ccharm.com

Bedrooms  Buffets & Hutches  Chairs & Rockers  Tables  Home Office

Furniture to match your look and needs. 
Let us design and build for your home.

A little temptation ...
 from those who spend their lives trying to avoid it.



CELEBRATING
15 YEARS OF SUCCESS
PHOTOGRAPHY  BY  BONN I E  FOX

Zwart’s Topsoil + Landscape Supplies 
Ltd.  in Thornbury celebrated their 15th 
anniversary this June with a customer 
appreciation barbecue to thank all 
the contractors and homeowners 
who have shown their support and 
patronage through the years. The 
turnout was great and Sean Kelly and 
his talented crew from Black Angus 
meats did an amazing job preparing 
and serving delicious beef brisket 
on buns. Zwart’s has everything you 
need to create a spectacular outdoor 
space and is committed to providing 
a professional hand in landscaping  
design and supplies.  OH

Sean and Jennifer 
Kelly of Black Angus 

Fine Meats & Game

Bradley and Jonathon Hill  
of Jon’s Excavating & 
Landscape Construction

Maggi, Tracey,  
and Teisha Harvey

Dwayne Harvey,  
Zwart’s Sales Manager  

Zwart’s Staff  – Dwayne Harvey, 
Marie-Eve Verville, Pete Oosterhoff, 

Patrick Roach, Don Wilson, Dale Curry 

Janet and Bruce Scott

Heidi and Chris Deneau Herb and Eleanor 
Gardner with A.J. Lake 

Darrin & Ethan Risk 

Andrew and Lynn Smith 
of Clear Choice Pools

Chris Knott and Randy Tyler

Oosterhoff Family
L-R Natasha, Sharon, 
Shaun, Pete, Heather 

Thornbur y

A Model of Excellence

• featured in OUR HOMES Magazine

• featured in CANADIAN HOUSE & HOME Magazine

• featured in ON THE BAY Magazine

Robin Smith, Builder

Homes Featured in Magazines

"I knew that I could tell him what I wanted and I could trust
it would be built to look like that. He was a great listener. And
our home is absolutely the home of our dreams.

–Jana Temple on the second home recently built for
her and her husband by Paragon Carpentry.

OFFERING A COMPLETE BU ILD ING SERVICE 
• GENERAL CONTRACTING 

• MAJOR RENOVATIONS • ADDIT IONS

www.homesbyparagoncarpentr y.com

(705) 444-3887               paragoncarpentry@rogers.com

- Dual zone wine fridge 
- Steam assist wall oven 
- Pro dual fuel 48” range
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THORNBURY
27 Arthur Street West (Hwy 26)

Thornbury

519-599-2136

COLLINGWOOD
330 First Street (Hwy 26)

Collingwood

705-445-5520

MEAFORD
96 Sykes Street North (Hwy 26)
Meaford

519-538-5755

1 Goal
3 Offices

www.locationsnorth.com

See our listings on pages 37, 57, 58 & 59
or online at

Personal | Professional | Progressive
Real Estate Services

Explore with us™

Our Homes Summer 2012 single pages.indd   1 12-07-16   1:21 PM

™

WATERFRONT WOW !
Custom built home with 95ft of 
waterfront. 5 Bedrooms + Loft. 
Live, play, entertain.

Listed at $1,475,000  MLS® 20123749
Call Matthew Lidbetter* 705-443-7250 
or Debbie Gibson* 705-888-2040

FEATURE LISTING

*      Sales Representative
**    Broker
***  Broker of Record Not intended to solicit properties currently listed for sale.

WATERFRONT 
Meaford 3 bdrm waterfront cottage 
on full town services, gas heat, wood 
floors, hot tub, etc
$319,900  MLS® 20123069
Call Michael Biggins**  519-378-6336
or Mike Poetker* 519-373-2098

DEVIL’S GLEN SKI CLUB! 
3600 sq ft, 4 bdrm, 2 + 1 bath Chalet style 
home on 4 acres! Walkthrough online 
www.chriskeleher.ca
$799,000  MLS® 20120213
Call Chris Keleher*  705-888-4624
or Paul Casey*  705-606-2510

COUNTRY MANOR HOME 
Custom built 4 bedroom home 
overlooking serene countryside, 
situated on 11 acres near Bruce Trail.
$899,000  MLS® 20123532
Call Ian Hawkins** 705-446-5136
or Cindy Ryerse*  705-446-7254

LIGHTHOUSE POINT 
Pristine condition, 2 bed, 2 bath, 
excellent location. Over sized balcony, 
southern exposure.
$229,900  MLS® 20123012
Call Martha P. Whitton*  705-443-9022

LORA BAY 
Five bedrooms, 3.5 baths over 4100 sq ft, 
on 11th fairway of Lora Bay.
$765,000  MLS® 20122494
Call Doug Lindsay*  705-441-0850

ADMIRAL DISTRICT 
2 + 1 Bed, 3 bath. Maple kitchen 
cabinetry, ceramic & hardwood floors 
upstairs, california shutters throughout.
$279,900  MLS® 20121721
Call Phyllis Dineen*  705-445-5520 Ext 406

TRUE CONTEMPORARY 
4 bedroom, 3 bath timber frame home. 
Open concept with gourmet kitchen, 
with a breathtaking view!
$1,595,000  MLS® 20121157
Call Holly Stone*  705-888-5775 or 
Desmond von Teichman*** 705-444-7063

CHRISTIE BEACH!
Custom built year round three bedroom 
cottage on a large treed lot. 
Open concept design.
$309,000  MLS® 20120885
Call Doug Beaumont**  705-606-1046
or Michael Kearns*  705-888-2888  

ORIGINAL SCHOOLHOUSE
Beautiful country setting on an acre of 
property. Fully furnished, great for ski 
retreat.
$245,000  MLS® 20123518
Call Dave Smith**  705-443-7565  

COUNTRY PROPERTY
37.4 acres brick bungalow, 3 beds 
2 baths, Large rec room , fieldstone 
fireplace. 2-car garage.
$379,900  MLS® 20123087
Call Brenda Holden**  519-379-6296

™
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A Landmark Waterfront Executive Home

Spectacular by design with uncompromising finishes & attention to details.  This outstanding property features over 
5,000 square feet of luxury living situated on 167’ of water frontage. From the moment you step inside you will be 
captivated with ever-changing panoramic views of Georgian Bay. Exceptional open concept design with a vaulted/
beamed ceiling in the great room, elegant designer inspired kitchen, 4 bedrooms & 6 bathrooms consisting of a 
sumptuous & private main floor master suite with a separate wing for family or guests.   
Truly a property that will satisfy the most discriminating tastes.  
MLS® 20122535

Contact Us to Explore This  
Unique & Exclusive Ownership Opportunity

Ian Hawkins - Broker  
Direct:  705-446-5136

Rick Crouch - Broker  
Direct:  705-443-1037 

www.locationsnorth.com

COLLINGWOOD
330 First Street (Hwy 26)

Collingwood

705-445-5520

rpl_full_hawkins_Sum12.indd   1 12-07-09   9:29 AM

MEAFORD
96 Sykes Street North (Hwy 26)
Meaford
519-538-5755

THORNBURY
27 Arthur Street West (Hwy 26)
Thornbury
519-599-2136

COLLINGWOOD
330 First Street (Hwy 26)
Collingwood
705-445-5520

* Sales Representative    ** Broker    *** Broker of Record
Not intended to solicit properties currently listed for sale. www.locationsnorth.com

FULLY FURNISHED
Nestled amongst trees, 3 bed, 2 bath chalet, gas heat, 
central air, backs onto Georgian Trail.
Listed at $459,900  MLS® 20123662
Call Rick Crouch** 705-443-1037

MILLION DOLLAR VIEWS
Stunning Custom built Home with spectacular views 
of Georgian Bay and the Escarpment.
Listed at $728,900  MLS® 20123487
Call Matthew Lidbetter* 705-443-7250

UNIQUE FLOOR PLAN
Open concept, 4 beds + loft, 2.5 baths, great 
entertaining space, hardwood floors shows beautifully.
Listed at $349,000  MLS® 20123508
Call Rick Crouch** 705-443-1037

WATERFRONT CONDO
Executive condo with pool, garage + underground 
parking. Beautifully appointed. 2364 sf.
Listed at $799,000  MLS® 20122689
Call Christine Smith** 705-888-0201

EXCEPTIONAL QUALITY
Custom built home on large lot with views to Georgian 
Bay. 4 beds 3½ baths and much more.
Listed at $649,000  MLS® 20123530
Call Dave Loucks* 519-375-5920

A RARE OFFERING!
5000 sq ft home nestled in the forest, above a spring 
fed pond. 10 minutes to Osler and Collingwood.
Listed at $1,999,000  MLS® 20121050
Call Desmond von Teichman*** 705-444-7063

FOUR SEASON RETREAT!
A 4,500 sq ft ski chalet an easy walk to the hills and a 
summer place on 100 feet of sandy beach.
Listed at $1,195,000  MLS® 20121084
Call Desmond von Teichman*** 705-444-7063

LUXURY TOWNHOMES!
Beautifully finished townhomes on the river in 
Thornbury! Views of the harbour, close to downtown.
Listed at $750,000  MLS® 20120092
Call Desmond von Teichman*** 705-444-7063

THE ORCHARD
Fabulous! Ski, Tennis, Swim. Great value on this 
2300 sq ft property! Upgrades Galore.
Listed at $649,000  MLS® 20123000
Call Holly Stone* 705-888-5775

AVAILABLE IN ALTA
3500 sq. ft of Luxury! Main Floor Master, Unobstructed 
Ski Hill Views & 22 ft. great room ceiling.
Listed at $995,000  MLS® 20120826
Call Holly Stone* 705-888-5775

LOG CABIN IN THE FOREST
Fantastic Log Cabin, Rustic on the outside, all new on 
the inside! Incredible private lot!
Listed at $799,000  MLS® 20123541
Call Holly Stone* 705-888-5775

™

™

™ ™ ™
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CREEMORE

style MOYABOYA

Moyaboya is a unique destination 

for classic contemporary design. 

Discover unique furniture, original 

art, decorative accessories, and 

an exclusive and extensive line of 

hand-tailored throw cushions.

146 Mill St., 705.520.5200
www.moyaboya.com

style VICTORIAN VALUES BED, BATH & DÉCOR

Discover linens in every colour and fabric. Sheet sets, 

bedspreads, duvet covers, pillows, cushions, table linens 

and bathroom décor bring every nook and cranny of this 

charming shop to life. Add colour to your outdoor space 

with an April Cornell tablecloth or napkins.

128 Mill St., 705.466.6327

art MAD & NOISY GALLERY

Pop into this not-for-profit gallery, named 

after the two rivers that converge outside of 

Creemore, and enjoy the works of over 40 

Georgian Bay artists! Photographed here is local 

artist, Norma Lee. 

154 Mill St., 705.466.5555
www.madandnoisy.com

fun CARDBOARD 
CASTLES

A stop at Cardboard 

Castles is a must!  More 

than just a toy store, 

you’ll find all kinds of 

imaginative products, 

from baby gifts, 

children’s clothing, craft 

supplies, kites, trikes, 

bikes and scooters.

172 Mill St., 705.466.9998
www.cardboardcastles.ca

food CREEMORE  
MEAT MARKET

Established in 1881, the 

oldest business on the 

main street offers a tasty 

selection of local and 

organic meats and cheese, 

including a local favourite: 

horseradish cheddar. 

Sausages are all made 

in-house and gluten-free. 

Try the turkey sausage for 

a lighter option.

151 Mill St., 705.466.2318

style SEASONS IN CREEMORE

Explore this eclectic home décor shop 

with a mix of new and vintage items. Here, 

you’ll find that thing you didn’t really 

know you were looking for. Furniture, 

art, dinnerware and accessories will help 

make your home as unique as you are.

168 Mill St., 705.466.6278

food CREEMORE 100 MILE STORE

Shop for dinner and support local farmers 

and producers. Many products are organic or 

naturally grown. The large selection includes 

produce, cheeses, meats, pastas, breads, 

frozen meals and lots of pantry staples. 

176 Mill St., 705.466.3514
www.100milestore.ca  OH

treats AFFAIRS BAKERY & CAFÉ

Take a break and grab a bite at this cosy 

café. A lunch menu features scrumptious 

sandwiches, salads and soups. Don’t forget 

dessert. We suggest the pecan butter tarts! 

For a special occasion, order a custom cake. 

148 Mill St., 705.466.5621

You may know the name from the 
popular Creemore Springs brewery, 
but beer isn’t the only attraction this 
quaint downtown has to offer. In fact, 
the short stretch that’s Mill Street 
boasts great shopping for your home.
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Loving
 MY LANDSCAPE

PHOTOGRAPHY  BY  BONN I E  FOX

Take a peek inside  
some of the most 
beautiful backyards  
in the area, created  
by talented  
local landscapers  
and designers. 

David and Julia Gascoine
T E L L  U S  A BO U T  YO U R  O U T D O O R  S PAC E :  The natural beauty that has been 
incorporated into the space is unique. All the retaining walls and stairs are natural stone. The 
areas around the pool are planted with wild flowers and once they bloom it is a ridiculous sea 
of colour. The attention to detail that Gordon J. Leece Landscapes provided is remarkable. 
H OW  D O ES  YO U R  S PAC E  I M P R OV E  YO U R  FA M I LY  L I F E ?  My daughter and I have been 
on our own for the last three years and needed a change of environment from the city. We 
purchased our house as a weekend getaway, but decided that moving to the country is what 
we needed. Hardly a day goes by that we are not enjoying the outdoor space together.  
It’s why we are here.

Visit our store online www.foleys.ca

FOLEY’S
FINE FURNITURE & APPLIANCES

511 Hume Street,  Hwy 26, Col l ingwood
705.445.0661 • 1.800.461.9199

  

      
   New!

  Complim
entary In-house 

  Design Service Available

More
we make your dreams a reality

DON’T PAY FOR ONE FULL YEAR
No money down • No interest • No monthly payments

C A N A D I A N  O W N E D  A N D  O P E R A T E D

672 Welham Rd, Barrie, ON   
1.855.727.0096   
www.dipietradesign.com

  Dream kitchens and spa like bathrooms

  Built to suit your taste and budget

  Building or renovating? Our team of design 
experts are here to make it easy

than just granite countertops

DiPietraBleed.indd   1 12-07-18   3:42 PM
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Don Raymond and Jennifer Keenan
W H AT  D O  YO U  LOV E  M OST  A BO U T  YO U R  O U T D O O R  S PAC E ? 
We love how the space reflects the natural beauty of the property 
and how it acts as a bridge between the barn and the house. Zeng 
Landscaping did a beautiful job implementing the landscape design 
by Vogel Landscape Design and Consulting Group Ltd. 
FAVO U R I T E  F LOW E R  O R  P L A N T  O N  YO U R  P R O P E RT Y:  We 
chose flowers and plants that are indigenous to the area. We love 
the fresh look of the Shasta daisies, which grow naturally in the 
fields and have been placed in our garden. Also, the Boomerang 
Lilacs are wonderful and will bloom twice in the season.

FABULOUS FLOWERS
WEDDING PLANNING • TABLESCAPING

CUSTOM FRAMING

T: 519.599.6606
15 BRUCE STREET SOUTH

THORNBURY, ON

info@paperwhiteflowers.ca
paperwhiteflowers.ca

15 Balsam St., Unit 3, Collingwood (Beside Staples) 

www.georgianaudiovideo.com
COLLINGWOOD’S HOME ENTERTAINMENT DESIGN CENTRE SINCE 1989
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Brendan, Jordan, Jenn and Brooke Thompson with family pets, Indigo and Azura 
T E L L  U S  A BO U T  YO U R  O U T D O O R  S PAC E :  Our space was created by Sharp Image Group. After only a brief discussion, they instantly 
seemed to understand who we are as people and magically created a space that fits our personalities to a tee – a simple, rustic, serene design.
H OW  D I D  A D D I N G  A  P O O L  A R E A  B E N E F I T  YO U R  FA M I LY?  I (Jenn) suffer from a debilitating disease that’s made it impossible 
to enjoy physical activities with my family, until we put in the pool. You can’t beat exercising in a private, beautiful outdoor setting! This 
space has an instant, calming effect on us all no matter how stressful of a day we have had. It is spiritually fulfilling!

15 Balsam St., Unit 3, Collingwood (Beside Staples) 

www.georgianaudiovideo.com
COLLINGWOOD’S HOME ENTERTAINMENT DESIGN CENTRE SINCE 1989

HDTV’s...at Guaranteed LOW PRICES!
Big Time FUN!
WE HAVE A HUGE SELECTION OF THE BEST HDTVS IN THE BUSINESS. 
BRILLIANT COLOURS. MIND BLOWING RESOLUTION. FANTASTIC FUN!

O
Limited Time Offer!

Get   $1,550*
 in a

Cool Cash Rebate

up
to

when you purchase a Carrier® Infinity® System**.
Visit www.carrier.ca for more information.

 A Div. of Classical Gas Inc.
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Reena Dhatt and  
Michel Gauthier 
W H AT  WAS  T H E  V I S I O N  FO R  YO U R 

O U T D O O R  S PAC E ?  It was our goal to 
have the magnificent beauty of this area 
enhanced by gardens that respect my 
Eastern aesthetic and include sculptures 
that reflect my husband’s Franco-Ontarian 
Heritage and our Northern Ontario roots. 
The team at The Landmark Group was 
incredibly gracious with regards to working 
the space until there was incredible 
harmony in patterns, colour and texture. 
H OW  D O  YO U  U S E  YO U R  S PAC E ?  The 
very first thing we do when we arrive is 
walk the gardens as our way of resetting 
the pace of our lives. Every meal is 
prepared in our outdoor kitchen and we sit 
together outside no matter the weather. 
We swim in our pond after a day’s work 
and rewind by a fire in the evening. 

Stop by for a test drive and discover John Deere’s comfort, 
ease of use, and affordability for yourself!

 We’re BIG on
Beautiful Properties

Beautiful properties take work, and the 
key to success is a hard-working, versatile, 

reliable John Deere Utility Tractor.

Stayner 
705-428-6232

Visit all Ontario locations online at www.Hurontractor.com, or locally at:

Walkerton 
519-881-2231

CHatSWortH
519-794-2480

GOT A TRADE? LET’S TALK.

Stream ALL the Music ON EARTH!  
                              ....WIRELESSLY!!

15 Balsam St., Unit 3, Collingwood (Beside Staples) 

www.georgianaudiovideo.com
COLLINGWOOD’S HOME ENTERTAINMENT DESIGN CENTRE SINCE 1989

705.443.8406   
www.blakefarrowproject.ca

Custom Homes, Chalets & Renovations

C U S T O M  C A B I N E T S  L T D.  

Attention to detail.
It’s the little things that count. 

519-599-2495
riversidecustomcabinets.ca

Kitchens • Fireplace • Media Units • Vanities • Hood Fans

68  o u r h o m e s   m i d  s u m m e r   2 0 1 2

p e o p l e



Darryl D’Costa
W H AT ’S  YO U R  N EW  O U T D O O R  S PAC E  L I K E ?  Our new 
outdoor area was designed by Vogel Landscape Design 
and Consulting Group Ltd. and constructed/landscaped by 
Hackstone Landscapes. The pool is sunk down by several feet 
from the main yard and makes it feel nestled into the yard. The 
rugged granite boulders and all of the plantings help the space 
blend into the existing surrounding forest. We now have a totally 
new area to spend time, play with the kids and entertain friends.
FAVO U R I T E  P L A N T  I N  YO U R  YA R D :  We love the ornamental 
Japanese maples that we have planted, the shape and colour  
add to the visual appeal of the gardens. 

RR#1 Holland Centre, ON

519 794 0018

Mon - Thurs - 7:30am to 5:30pm
Friday - 7:30am to 12:00pm

BUY DIRECT FROM THE SAWMILL!

ALL DECKING MATERIALS
BOARD & BATTEN   POST & BEAM 

WHITE PINE FLOORING   T&G SIDING

High Quality: White Pine, Red Pine, Cedar, Hemlock
1" Boards - 2" Dimension; 4" and 6

SALE - 1"x 8" pine boards 40 cents a linear foot

" Squares

CALL FOR QUOTE

www.moggievalleytimber.com

HAVE YOU EVER NOTICED HOW GOOD, 
GOOD MUSIC MAKES YOU FEEL?
Exceptional Sound Products. NO Exceptions!

B&W, BOSE, BRYSTON, Denon, SONOS, ROTEL

15 Balsam St., Unit 3, Collingwood (Beside Staples) 

www.georgianaudiovideo.com
COLLINGWOOD’S HOME ENTERTAINMENT DESIGN CENTRE SINCE 1989
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Tim Dwyer
W H AT ’S  U N I Q U E  A BO U T  YO U R  O U T D O O R 

S PAC E ?  We provided Oasis North 
Landscapes with a picture of the firepit from 
our cottage and they designed the project 
around it, and did a wonderful job. We love it.
H OW  H AS  L A N DSCA P I N G  I M P R OV E D 

YO U R  EV E RY DAY  L I F E ?  It has brought us 
outside and we now have come to appreciate 
our backyard even more. 
D ESC R I B E  YO U R  I D E A L  S U M M E R  DAY: 
Golfing, barbecuing, a good bottle of wine and 
relaxing with a fire in the firepit at night.

FINE FURNITURE FOR A/V.  
FINE SEATING FOR COMFORT AND STYLE. 
PREMIUM QUALITY, HIGHLY FLEXIBLE, VERY CUSTOMIZABLE AND AVAILABLE  
IN MANY STYLES, MATERIALS, FINISHES, AND PERFORMANCE OPTIONS.

15 Balsam St., Unit 3, Collingwood (Beside Staples) 

www.georgianaudiovideo.com
COLLINGWOOD’S HOME ENTERTAINMENT DESIGN CENTRE SINCE 1989

WITH

REAL ESTATE EXPERT

SIMON GIANNINI

SHOW TIMES:
SATURDAY 8 am and SUNDAY 6 pm

97.7 FM 977theBeach.ca

REAL ESTATE
TALK SHOW

A SPOTLIGHT ON REAL ESTATE IN

SOUTHERN GEORGIAN BAY

THE

for

 

is holding a Penny Drive and Barbecue in support of 
Habitat For Humanity, South Georgian Bay. All proceeds will 

help local families in need achieve homeownership.
 

Saturday, August 25th at Sobeys 
39 Huron St., Collingwood – 11 a.m. - 2 p.m.

Bring your pennies, have some lunch and support  
Habitat for Humanity South Georgian Bay.

Special thanks to             &
788171 Grey Rd. 13, Clarksburg 

519.599.2540   pinetiquesfurniture.com

Back to Our Roots
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Terri Eichenberger
W H AT ’S  U N I Q U E  A BO U T  YO U R 

BAC KYA R D?  Our backyard consists of a 
1,500 sq. ft. golf green, three tee decks and an 
outdoor play area for our daughter. This space 
was created by Jeff Eichenberger, creator of 
Ikes Turf Synthetic Grass Solutions.
H OW  D O ES  YO U R  S PAC E  I M P R OV E  YO U R 

FA M I LY  L I F E ?  Golf has always been a passion 
for my husband. Now that we have a young 
family, time spent at home together is more 
important than ever. Our golf green keeps him 
close to home but also allows him to get his fix 
while practicing his short game. Our play set, 
that also features synthetic turf, is a clean and 
friendly environment for our daughter.

15 Balsam St., Unit 3, Collingwood (Beside Staples) 

www.georgianaudiovideo.com
COLLINGWOOD’S HOME ENTERTAINMENT DESIGN CENTRE SINCE 1989

Building? ...or not.
WIRELESS SMART HOME PRODUCTS BY APPLE, CONTROL4, LUTRON 
& SONOS MAKE SO MUCH SENSE.  INCREDIBLY COST EFFECTIVE, 
EXPAND OR UPGRADE ANYTIME, SEAMLESS INTEGRATION, 
CONTROL WITH YOUR FAVOURITE TABLET OR SMART PHONE.
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Claudio and  
Anna Di Stefano
W H AT  D O  YO U  LOV E  A BO U T 

YO U R  BAC KYA R D?  Our outdoor 
space was created by Tim Meijs 
of Gardens of Prestige Ltd. Tim 
helped us turn our dream into a 
reality. The space has become an 
important part of our living space. 
It has extended our indoor living 
to now include the outdoors and 
everything the outdoors has to offer. 
Our home is now a true four-season 
oasis. Even when we are not outside, 
the views from inside our home are 
just as enjoyable.
D ESC R I B E  YO U R  I D E A L 

S U M M E R  DAY:  Relaxing by the 
pool with a good book listening to 
trickling water from the waterfall.  OH

Collingwood
20 Balsam St. Collingwood 

Across from Canadian Tire, Unit 15 

705.481.SPAS (7727)

arcticspascollingwood.com

WITH

REAL ESTATE EXPERT

SIMON GIANNINI

SHOW TIMES:
SATURDAY 8 am and SUNDAY 6 pm

97.7 FM 977theBeach.ca

REAL ESTATE
TALK SHOW

A SPOTLIGHT ON REAL ESTATE IN

SOUTHERN GEORGIAN BAY

THE

Jane Moysey
Broker of Record

Steve Moysey
Sales Representative

209820 Hwy#26 W.  
Blue Mountains

705.445.7799
info@tri-wrealestate.com
www.triw-realestate.com

EXPERIENCE YOU CAN TRUST!

4 BEDROOMS - TANGLEWOOD
Few 4 bdrm, 4 bath units in this complex on Cranberry`s Golf course! End unit has full fin basement w powder 
rm. Vaulted ceiling great rm opens onto deck+large patio. Over $40K in upgrades - oak floors, granite kitchen 
counters – list goes on! Inviting outdoor pool steps away!  Short drive to skiing, beaches, dining, shopping, 
golf!         Asking $379,900. 

  

BLUE MOUNTAIN END UNIT
Great size & floorplan in Heritage, just needs your special décor touch! Spacious main level great rm, walkout 
to patio. 4 bdrms inc Master suite w deck, sauna + fam rm. New tile, hardwood flring & enlarged patio! Walk/
short drive to ski lifts, golf, Village dining, shopping & beach, free pool, tennis courts & playground. No rental 
restrictions!       Asking $264,900. 

  

COLLINGWOODLANDS
Near Osler Golf & Ski Clubs, min’s to Village @ Blue, beaches or Town!  3 bdrm, 3 bath charming chalet 
on private ½ acre+, wood burning fireplace for that ski country ambiance, attached garage with inside entry.  
Many improvements inc: new shingles, new siding, new deck, new laminate & slate floors!

Asking $369,900

17 years fully staffed rental division, property investment 
advice, over 530 properties SOLD!

NEW PRICE

Tri_W_vert_SUM12.indd   1 12-07-10   2:54 PM
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Southern Georgian Bay is home to many 
unique and beautiful homes, but new 
residents get so much more when they 
move to this incredible region – they gain 
a new community and sense of belonging.

This is particularly true in some of the new neighbourhoods near the 
base of Blue Mountain, where an active lifestyle draws so many people 
our way and takes centre stage – attracting buyers with similar interests 
and hobbies. 

This community spirit is especially contagious in Falcon Chase – an 
enclave nestled midway between the town of Collingwood and the Village 
at Blue Mountain.

The owners of one of the most beautifully landscaped homes in the 
development, a 2,054 sq. ft. bungalow, couldn’t agree more. “We were here 
five minutes when the neighbour across the street came over and said, 
‘It’s my 65th birthday party next week and you have to come. And by the 
way, on July 1 we have a big Canada Day party with all the houses.’ We 
got to know everybody in the neighbourhood within about two weeks,” 
say the homeowners.

Jennifer Wootton, sales representative at Falcon Chase, notes that the 
development has attracted many people who are downsizing but who still 
want a big yard for the privacy it offers, for gardening or because they like 
to entertain outdoors. “For new builds in Collingwood, we offer the only 
large lots. Our minimum lots are 70 by 130 feet, with the largest lots 80 
by 165 feet. Most of the other Collingwood lots are 45 or 50 feet wide,” 
says Wootton. 

welcome TO THE
NEIGHBOURHOOD

BY  LAUREL  FORT IN  //  PHOTOGRAPHY  BY  SANDY  MACKAY

Continued on page 80

CLOCKWISE FROM BELOW: (1) This Carandale 
bungalow is highlighted by a beautiful stone 
walkway and colourful gardens, all created 
by Savannah Landscaping and Construction 
Ltd. (2) A small antique desk in the living 
room offers a nice accent to the light-coloured 
walls and furnishings. (3) Another antique is 
adorned with a lovely serving collection. (4) 
The living room is bright and airy, and opens to 
the kitchen, sunroom and dining room. (5) The 
front entranceway sets the soft, elegant tone 
for the rest of the home.
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While more than half of the residents are retirees, a mix of young 
families also enjoy the proximity to great schools and outdoor activities. 
There’s a balance of year-round residents and weekenders, many of whom 
plan to eventually retire in their Falcon Chase homes built by Carandale 
Homes Ltd.

A happy, relaxed retirement is just what this couple has in mind and 
they chose a layout to best suit their current and future needs.

Stepping into the house through the covered porch, you enter the foyer, 

which opens into the great room, complete with gas fireplace and large, 
sunny windows. To the right, a formal dining room has a sense of intimacy, 
yet its second doorway leads to the beautiful country kitchen. Ceramic-
tile flooring and tile backsplash are standard in Falcon Chase homes. 
The homeowners opted to include gorgeous granite countertops. With 
dark maple custom cabinetry and appliances sourced at Macdonald’s 
BrandSource Furniture & Appliances, the kitchen is functional and 
inspiring. A centre island creates a casual eating area. Continued on page 82

The formal dining room is where 
the homeowners often entertain 
neighbourhood friends and 
family. The dark, rich wood 
distinguishes the space.

C O L L I N G W O O D
7 0 5 . 4 4 5 . 7 0 8 5

T O R O N T O
4 1 6 . 6 4 2 . 1 4 2 9 5 1 9 . 5 9 9 . 1 1 9 5

C L A I R W O O D R E A L E S TAT E . C O M

MEMBER OF THE GEORGIAN TRIANGLE ASSOCIATION OF REALTORS® AND THE TORONTO REAL ESTATE BOARD

T O L L  F R E E  1 . 8 7 7 . 4 4 5 . 7 0 8 5

B E A V E R  V A L L E Y

ourhomes.indd   1 12-07-08   9:15 PM
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Beyond the kitchen is the homeowners’ favourite room: the sunroom. 
They are delighted to have added the space onto the home’s basic plan, 
as the bright, open room has windows on three sides and offers a casual 
sitting space in which to visit with friends and catch up with each other 
at the end of the day. 

The spacious master bedroom features an en suite loaded with double 
vanity, soaker tub and a shower tiled up to the ceiling. A powder room 
and home office round out the main floor. 

After waiting a year for their foundation to settle, the homeowners 
enlisted the help of Swingin Hammers in Wasaga Beach to finish their 
basement this spring. They couldn’t be more pleased with the results. 
They designed their own layout, including two bedrooms, a crafts room, 
storage room, recreation room, exercise room and sauna, all connected by 
a large, central hallway. “The workmanship was excellent with Swingin 
Hammers,” they say. “They brought top grade materials – lumber that 
was bright white and so straight it looked like it was cut with a die and 
kiln dried.” Continued on page 84

The kitchen is warmed by 
dark cabinetry and features 
a centre island that offers 
additional counter space 
and breakfast bar. BELOW: 
The homeowners had the 
sunroom added to the floor 
plan and couldn’t be happier 
with their decision, as it’s a 
beautiful spot to view the 
backyard gardens and enjoy 
a good book.

B R O K E R A G E

Real  Estate  Corporat ion

ExecuTeamAdvantage . com

Emma Baker 

Karen Poshtar 

Sherry Rioux 

Sales Representative

Broker, S R E S

705 444 .3989

705 443. 2793

Se l l ingCol l ingwood . com

Col l ingwoodHomes . ca

Se l l ingBlueMountain . com

for  addi t ional  l i s t ings  &  deta i l
V IS IT  OUR WEBSITES 

Advantage of Three
the 

Three times the experience,
Three times the prospective buyers,
Three times the results!

Sales Representative
A B R ,  S R E S

705  443.0351

C L A I R W O O D  R e a l  E s t a t e  C o r p o r a t i o n  B r o k e r a g e 705 445. 7085
4 1  H u r o n t a r i o  S t . ,  C o l l i n g w o o d

37 CLUBHOUSE DRIVE
$449,900

261 BATTEAUX ROAD
$469,000

4 WOODLAND COURT 
$350,000  

9902 HIGHWAY 26
$335,000

TANGLEWOOD
$224,900
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The three brothers who run Carandale Homes, Carlo, Michael and 
Marco Caravaggio are all engineers who have worked in the family 
construction business started by their father decades ago. The three 
are hands-on on site, supervising all aspects of the building. They 
often complete projects weeks in advance of their closing dates. The 
development is the only residential site that Carandale Homes is 
developing right now, so owners get the full attention and customer 
service of the Caravaggio brothers. 

“We were very fortunate with Carandale,” say the homeowners. “We 
had a lot of apprehension because we had never had a home built before, 
but it was very easy to deal with everyone there.” The homeowners say 
the entire building process was exceptionally organized. “When we had 
to select all our finishes and details, Carandale did it well because they let 
you choose your finishes in three different stages. It made it much easier 
because it can be overwhelming to choose flooring and tiles and trim and 
upgrades at the same time.” Impressed with the quality of workmanship 
and material in the model home at the time, the homeowners selected 
many of the model’s features. Continued on page 86

TOP LEFT: A home office 
at the front of the house 
boasts tall ceilings and 
plenty of natural light. 
ABOVE: Located on the 
other side of the living 
room, the master bedroom 
is elegant and serene in 
neutrals. LEFT: When in 
need of some relaxation, 
the homeowners enjoy 
their luxurious en suite.

landscaping your lifestyle

705.445.7899
sharpimagegroup.com
Certified Landscape Design

PATRICK B. COULTER & ASSOCIATES INC.
CUSTOM HOMES & CHALETS

705-444-6000
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Outside the home, Cam Davidson of Savannah Landscaping and 
Construction Ltd. created a yard that looks as though it was established over 
many years. “Cam did a great job; he’s a real designer,” say the homeowners. 
“We had a loose plan, and he kept coming back with more trees, a carving, a 
bench that he put together, and a few leftover stones to make a second small 
patio. It looks fantastic.” The series of berms in the back provide privacy, a 
large stone patio houses the barbecue and outdoor entertaining area and a 

vegetable patch at the side of the house supplies the kitchen with tomatoes 
and herbs throughout the summer.

There will be no shortage of occasions for the homeowners to entertain in 
their handsome home and yard this summer. “If you’re active like we are, this is 
a friendly, involved and active community,” say the homeowners. Between the 
cookbook club, book club and golf club that neighbours have organized, not to 
mention birthdays and long weekend barbecues, their social calendar is full.  OH

The beautifully designed outdoor living space makes 
summer a much-anticipated season for the homeowners. 
A series of berms planted with favourite perennials offers 
privacy, while a stone patio and comfortable furniture 
provides a great spot to take in nature with guests.

Tim Meijs B. SC. (Bio-AGR) M.B.A.

Call today for an on-site meeting
705.424.4202 | 866.263.5110 

“Landscape projects that  
meet your budget and  
exceed your expectations.”
Detailed CAD landscape design
Natural stone masonry
Flagstone & precast stone installation
Rock gardens
Ponds & multi level waterfalls
In ground/above ground pools
Decks, gazebos & timber structures
Planting & tree spade service 
Lighting systems
Turn key service
Project Management

gardensofprestige.ca

over 25 Years Experience

Your Home.Your Lifestyle.

23 years custom home building experience  x  licensed general contractor  
custom homes, renovations, additions  x  quality workmanship, sound construction

for further details contact Harold Robison at
Bob Armstrong Construction Ltd.

Collingwood  |  Thornbury

Building our house with Harold Robison of Bob Armstrong Construction was a very satisfying experience. 
Harold was extremely communicative through the whole building process and kept the project on schedule 

and on budget. We couldn’t be happier with the end results.   – Bill & Angela Newberry
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DROP-IN SCHEDULE ONLINE

No Yoga
No Peace
Know Yoga
Know Peace

www.mantrayogastudio.ca

Shades & Shutters

Summer Sale
SUNSCREEN/ROLLER BLINDS

& VINYL SHUTTERS

560 First Street, Collingwood
705-444-1469

1344 Mosley Street (at 30th)
Wasaga Beach

705-429-3223

Mobile Service Available

BEST SERVICE...BEST PRICE...FOR YOUR BEST FRIEND

Specializing in grooming  
and training to overcome  

behaviorial problems. 
Call for an in-home consultation

ASHIYA’S K9 COUNTRY RETREAT 
519-538-9522 

k9services@sympatico.ca • www.ashiyask9.ca
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NEW TO MEAFORD

DAPPLE GRAY
Horse, Hound & Home

facebook.com/ShopDappleGray

404, 10 Keith Ave.  
Cranberry Mews

Collingwood

Antares 
Asmar

Black Knight Trunks
Cheval Shirts

De La Cour Bonnets
Hayward Custom Jackets
Hanson Custom Blankets

M. Toulouse Saddles
Ogilvy

Oughton
Rebecca Ray

Tailored Sportsman
Tuscany Field Boots
and so much more...

Now accepting  
Show Quality Consignment

- New Homes - 
- Additions - 

- Renovations -

Quality Workmanship  
for over 35 years.

107 Swarthmore Dr.
R.R. 4 Meaford  ON

 519.477.2789
Michael Roach

Contracting Inc.. 

L. PATTEN & SONS LTD. CUSTOM HOMES & CHALETS 
contact Jerry Patten 705.444.6186

info@lpattenandsons.ca • www.lpattenandsons.ca

• Grading 
• Foundation waterproofing  

• Small to mid size ponds • Snow Plowing 
• Retaining walls • Walkways and patios

• Interlocking stone • Topsoiling • Sodding  
• Trenching •  Lot clearing • Tree planting

• Flatbed services • Demolition •  Fencing

For Free Estimates, please call Jon:

519-379-5725

jonslandscaping@gmail.com

BLUE MOUNTAIN
VACUUM CENTRE
Your One Stop Vac Shop

• SALES
• SERVICE
• REPAIR
• INSTALLATIONS 
705.444.1022
176 Hurontario Street, Collingwood
www.bluemountainvacuum.com

Central Vac Packages
starting from just

 $699

K
em

ble
 Mountain Roastery

•
 Fresh Roasted Coffe

e
 •

Kemble Mountain Roastery
178 High St. Southampton

519.483.5323 

www.kmrjava.com
Dedicated to Excellence in 
Service and Performance

Serving the
Georgian Triangle

www.mollymaid.ca

from the Professionals
you can Trust!

Dependable
Cleaning

Contact us today for a free, no-obligation, in-home estimate:

georgianbay@mollymaid.ca

(705) 422-0114
866-629-5396TOLL

FREE

ourhomes MARKETPLACE To order a listing in MARKETPLACE, contact Simone at 705.888.1959, simone@ourhomesmagazine.com 
or Suzanne at 519.538.4528, suzanne@ourhomesmagazine.com



masons, drywall and painters, cabinet makers, home security and 
audio, central vac, fireplaces, and building suppliers. We also offer 
landscaping contractors, landscape design, not to mention lawn 
care too.

If you are considering a new building project, visit our website 
today to get started.
thornburybuildersandtrades.com (Please see ad on page 93)

NOBLE INSURANCE 
Noble Insurance has experienced brokers who would be pleased 

to conduct a review of your property insurance. There are ways to 
minimize the expense associated with insuring your home, without 
giving up important coverage and peace of mind. Some tips: 
maintain the smoke alarms in your home and consider the value 
of installing a monitored 
alarm system; review your 
deductibles; plan renovations 
and use structural materials that are 
more cost effective to insure; check all 
your policy endorsements.  

All homeowner policies should 
carry Guaranteed Replacement Cost 
Value Insurance. Home values have 
increased substantially over the years, 
and the cost to rebuild your home may be more than you think.  

Talk to an expert at Noble Insurance to review your policy and 
get the coverage you need for your most important asset – your 
home. We can provide risk management service and advice to you 
and your family. We offer all lines of insurance, and combining 
policies with the same insurer can save you money. 
Give us a call at 705.445.4738  
or visit our website www.nobleins.on.ca
(Please see ad on page 21)

COLLINGWOOD GIRLFRIENDS’ GETAWAY WEEKEND
SEPTEMBER 28 - 29 - 30, 2012 

Collingwood Girlfriends’ Getaway Weekend is a jam-packed 
weekend of fun, live entertainment and activities with plenty of free 
time for shopping, dining, and unwinding! This fall plan to discover 
Collingwood and get ready to experience an unforgettable weekend 
in Collingwood with your best friends!

F r o m  t h e  o n e - o f - a - k i n d 
boutiques, charming spas and first 
class local cuisine found in our 
historic downtown, to experiencing 
everything outdoors on our bike 
trails,  harbor cruises and tree-
top trekking adventures. There’s 
something for every lady to enjoy!

Girlfriends’ Getaway Package includes exclusive access to:
Downtown Divas fashion show, weekend swag bag, special offers, 

Saturday dinner, Sunday brunch PLUS VIP status at our feature 
concert performance…

“An Evening with Chantal Kreviazuk” with special guest Jason 
Redman

Accommodation packages also available! Register now…you 
could even WIN a pair of beautiful diamond earrings valued at 
over $350.
collingwoodgirlfriendsgetaway.ca
705.445.5595
(Please see ad on page 39) 

THE SILVER VINE
The Silver Vine is proud to be an exclusive supplier of Glad Hatter 

wines. The Glad Hatter’s story is as unusual as 
the Hatter himself. Some say he roamed the 
countryside entertaining people with his antics, 
while carrying a secret stash of delicious wine 
tucked under his enormous top hat. Others say 
his hat was magic, and that the he used it to 
conjure wine for friendly villagers he encountered 
in his travels. But no matter the story, everyone 
agrees on one thing – the Glad Hatter’s wine was 
always a delight. Whimsical, bold and colourful, 
like the Glad Hatter himself – these wines will thrill 
you and your guests, every day. Available only at  
specially selected RJS Winemaking Academy 
stores, Glad Hatter wines are priced at $132 per 

23L (30 750ml bottle) production. The Hatter’s magical wines include 
Australian Shiraz, Australian Chardonnay, California Cabernet, 
Italian Pinot Grigio, Italian Valpolicella as well as Chilean Merlot and 
Sauvignon Blanc (pictured).
175 Marsh Street, Clarksburg 
519.599.7335 • www.thesilvervine.com  
(Please see ad on page 107)

KEMBLE MOUNTAIN ROASTERY
We’ve moved!! Kemble Mountain Roastery has partnered up with 

Loose Leaves in downtown Southampton. Now we can offer you the 
complete coffee and tea experience! Join Karen and Joleen for your 
delicious coffees and cappuccinos along with the steeped goodness 
of Loose Leaves teas.  

We still offer a global selection of fresh roasted coffees and 
green beans. Our new location 
also boasts a selection of almost 
200 types of teas! With a huge 
scale of coffee and tea related 
items available, you’re sure to 
find everything for the coffee or 
tea connoisseur. Be sure to also 
browse the works of our featured 
local artisans. Offering tables for 
you to sit and relax, just off the shores of beautiful Lake Huron, 
make Kemble Mountain Roastery and Loose Leaves a destination 
for your senses.Kemble Mountain Roastery and Loose Leaves – a 
perfect blend! Open 7 days a week.
Located at: 178 High St. Southampton 
519.483.5323 • www.kmrjava.com (Please see ad on page 88)

THORNBURY BUILDERS AND TRADES
The Thornbury Builders and Trades Association has been a 

part of our area for over 35 years, serving the Town of the Blue 
Mountains with a list of quality builders and trades.

Our association is 
set up to help improve 
the overall quality of 
construction of new 
homes and renovation, 
giving our area a great 

reputation.
On our website (http://thornburybuildersandtrades.com) you 

will find contacts for the following; general contractors, architects, 
electricians, plumbers, heating and cooling, flooring and tile, stone 

A MISCELLANY OF THE NEW,  
NEAT, UNIQUE, AND FABULOUS IN 

SOUTHERN GEORGIAN BAY

OUR HOMES SPECIAL ADVERTISING FEATURE 

>> SOURCE IT

THORNBURYBUILDERS&TRADESASSOCIATION

Continued on page 92

Georgian Triangle
for

First You Walk the Walk

Then You Talk the Talk

DAN
NEEDLES
ENTERTAINS!

Come for the special Needles 
wisdom and wit. 

Come for his new book.  

Come for fun. 

Come for the good of it.

Come for nibbles and more.

A fundraiser for My Friend's House, 
our community shelter for women.

Station on the Green, Creemore 
Saturday March 3, 2012 at 7:30 pm.

Cash bar and silent auction. 

Tickets $20 each at the 
Curiosity House Book Store & Gallery, 

or call (705) 444.2586 ext. 221

Give. Hope.

1991 –
2011

Celebrating 20 years 

of keeping 

fam
ilies 

safe
www.myfriendshouse.ca

My Friends House OH_My Freinds House OH  13/12/11  8:44 PM  Page 1

asks men to literally walk one mile in 
women’s high-heeled shoes.

It’s not easy walking in these shoes, 
but it’s fun, and it gets the community 

to talk about something that is  
really difficult to talk about:  

domestic violence.

walk • pledge • sponsor

go to  

www.inherheels.ca

Get involved.
Give. Hope.

1991 - 2011
Celebrating 20 years of keeping families safe.

...one job at a time.

creating     
 beauty

519-599-1027 
www.zwartstopsoil.ca

LANDSCAPE SUPPLIES • LANDSCAPING
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ROBINSON’S PAINT AND WALLPAPER
Wood gets sunburnt too, you know. 

When unpainted wood is exposed to 
sunlight it can suffer from sunburn. You can 
tell by looking: the surface fibres dry out and 
turn grey. Never try to paint or stain wood 
in this condition. You will be wasting time 
and money. Coatings will not adhere and 
before long they will part company with the 
substrate, starting in the areas that have been 
most exposed to ultraviolet rays.

There are three ways to deal with this. Best is to anticipate the 
problem by painting or staining the wood before it is affected by 
exposure to sunlight. But that’s not always possible.

Another requires using a sander to grind away the dead cells and 
expose fresh wood. That might work on a deck, but a picket fence 
or window framing would present a challenge.

The best alternative is to talk to us here at Robinson’s. When 
we know the circumstances, we will be able to recommend one of 
several products that will effectively remove the dead grey wood, 
leaving the surface ready for painting. 

With proper preparation, the stain or paint will go on smoothly 
and stay on. A lasting sunscreen to protect your woodwork for 
years to come.
129 Hurontario Street, Collingwood
705.445.0601 • www.robinsonspaint.ca (Please see ad on page 4)

LEON’S FURNITURE COLLINGWOOD
The desire to find that perfect 

piece to complete your home is within 
reach with the custom offerings of 
Leon’s Furniture Collingwood. The 
Collingwood location offers the value 
and great pricing of Leon’s Furniture 
as well as the ability to tailor their 
offerings for a sophisticated taste.  
Leon’s Collingwood specializes in a 
full offering of furniture, appliances, 
electronics, and has the largest selection 
of  mattresses in Col l ingwood.  The 
exquisitely appointed showroom is just the 
beginning of the possibilities for your home. Most furniture pieces 
are available in a wide array of fabrics, and styles range from classic 
to contemporary. Get a good night’s rest with the comprehensive 
collection of mattresses offered in combinations to suit even the 
most particular sleeper. Your dream kitchen isn’t complete without 
specialized appliances, which the sales staff will be happy to help 
you find. Locally owned and operated by Phil Macdonald and his 
family means that service can be just as personalized as your 
purchase. 
Located at County Road 124 & Poplar Side Road 
4473 County Rd 124 South, 705.445.6665 
(Please see ad on page 32)

Georgian Custom Décor   
window treatments, upholstery, fabric, custom bedding

519-924-1907
grey road 13, eugenia

www.georgiancustomdecor.com

Wood & Composite shutteRs
cool ElEgancE for your homE

Interior Designer 
& Home Stager

705-444-0839
www.designs-by-andrea.ca

Designs by Andrea

“Living the Georgian Bay Life in Style”

Picture Yourself...

OUR HOMES SPECIAL ADVERTISING FEATURE 

Thornbury Home Hardware Building Centre
Highway 26 East, Thornbury, ON

Phone: 519.599.3624

Proud Supporter 
of Local charities

BVO
BVAA

Renovating & Expanding 
to Serve You Better.

THORNBURY BUILDERS AND TRADES ASSOC.

info@thornbur ybui ldersandtrades.com

www.thornburybuildersandtrades.com

“There is Strength in Unity”

A MISCELLANY OF THE NEW,  
NEAT, UNIQUE, AND FABULOUS IN 

SOUTHERN GEORGIAN BAY
>> SOURCE IT



AA few kilometres west of Ravenna, the gleaming 
steel roof of a barn rises out of a hilltop orchard. 
The white clad building pops out against the 
light and dark green tones of the trees. A small 
window at the northern peak hints at the 
long views it offers of the surrounding rolling 
landscape. Masterfully renovated in 2010 
at the hands of Michael and Ben Roach of 
Michael Roach Contracting Inc., a father-son 
contracting team based in Meaford, this barn 
conversion is an inspiring family space. 

Travelling the gravel lane toward the barn, the orchard rows play 
with the eyes as they cross the hill at angle to the road. Compared to the 
perpendicular multitudes of orchards in the area, these rows are planted 
in a style reminiscent of the olive groves of Tuscany. That’s what first 
struck the owners as they visited the property in 2007. The professional 
couple from Toronto and their three young children were looking for a 
getaway that would be more of a year-round second home than just a 
seasonal cottage or chalet. “The orchards were beautiful. Then when we 
came up to the house, we realized that it was a barn. We went in and 
saw the ceiling up 25 feet to the open joists; I remember thinking, ‘You’re 
probably not supposed to just say, OK, we’ll buy it!’ but that’s how I felt,” 
says the owner. 

ABarn
AWAY FROM
HOME 

BY  LAUREL  FORT IN
PHOTOGRAPHY  BY  SANDY  MACKAY

Continued on page 96

The converted barn 
reveals itself slowly as 
you make your way up 
the driveway, past rows 
upon rows of apple 
trees. OPPOSITE: The 
steel-clad grain silo at 
the side of the house is 
characteristic evidence 
of the barn’s working 
history. ABOVE: Heavy, 
galvanized steel doors 
and windows bring a 
contemporary edge to 
the country retreat.
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The barn was built in the 1920s to accommodate the 50-acre family farm’s 
small dairy herd, plus grain, hay and straw storage. After 60 years of hard 
work, the barn was retired from operation in the 1980s when new owners 
took over the property, planted the fields with nine varieties of apple and 
converted the barn into their living space. With its enormous exposed original 
joists and beams, the barn provides a large open plan, perfect for family living. 

After the current owners purchased the property, they brought in 
architect Steven Comisso of Lynch + Comisso Architects in Toronto to 
help them update the home, but at the same time, return the barn to some 
of its earlier simplicity. Comisso also designed a cabana and swimming 
pool (landscaped by Zwart’s Topsoil + Landscape Supplies Ltd. with 
pool facilities by Thornbury Clear Choice Pools and Spas) south of 
the barn, and a three-car garage to the north. 

With the plan in place, the renovation started in summer 2010 and took 
about a year, says Mike Roach. “I had a good time; they were great people to 
work for. That was the best part of the job: the owners.” While Mike and Ben, 
father and son, each work typically on their own as independent contractors, 
they come together when one or the other’s expertise is needed and for this 
project, they also enlisted the help of Omer Lebel. Continued on page 100

LEFT: Set against white 
tiles, open walnut shelving 
is used instead of cupboards 
to display dishes, cooking 
oils and cookbooks. BELOW: 
The kitchen, by Riverside 
Custom Cabinets Ltd., features 
floor-to-ceiling white tile and a 
stainless steel-topped island. 
RIGHT: Exposed original 
joists and beams maintain 
the barn’s character while 
lofts and landings at different 
levels keep the space open 
and intimate. BELOW RIGHT: 
A cosy sunroom at the front of 
the house sets a relaxed mood 
for the rest of the home.
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A striking wall of windows 
in the dining room provides 
an uninterrupted view of 
the pool area. Beams are 
adorned with colourful 
country artwork – adding  
to the home’s charisma.  
OPPOSITE: The homeowners’ 
casual style ensures that 
weekends and holidays will 
be cosy and relaxing.
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The restoration of the 90-year-old barn, as well as the unique finishes 
requested by the owners, were just the type of challenge they look 
for. “I appreciate working with reclaimed and historical materials,” 
says Mike. For example, the complexity of laying new, wide plank ash 
hardwood flooring (locally sourced at Valley Fine Woods in Heathcote 
and finished by Natural Bourne Finishers, Thornbury) over floor 
joists that have been shifted by the passage of time, not to mention the 
often irregular hand honing on the original joists themselves, was where 
his 40 years of experience proved their worth. “With older homes like 
that, you can have things be level, or look level, but not often both,”  
explains Mike. 

Mike and Ben each take gratification from doing the work themselves, 
rather than standing on the sidelines hiring subcontractors. “I’ve always 

been a worker and like to be my own boss,” says Mike. “It makes the time 
go faster and makes me appreciate the final product more.”

The interior was modified to let the character-infused, massive 
horizontal beams become the focal point (painting by Wall Magic 
Decorating, Collingwood). The staircase was moved to create a larger 
great room (railings by MCR Industries, Meaford) and a large mudroom 
and sunroom were added at the front of the house. Many of the country 
furnishings were purchased at Mary Sarah Antiques in Flesherton.

Wanting to emulate the rough style of the imperfect, hand-poured 
concrete foundation, the owners hired Chantico Fireplace Gallery to 
experiment with concrete forms for the fireplace that show the seams and 
wood patterns in the material. “We love it,” says the owner, “but we’ve had 
a few people visit and ask us when we are going to clad it and finish it.”

Continued on page 102

CLOCKWISE FROM FAR LEFT: (1) Steel 
and glass railings on the wraparound deck 
make the nature-filled view a priority. (2) 
A nice outdoor dining area leads down 
to a rustic stone courtyard and across 
to an open lounge space. (3) The deck 
offers spectacular views across orchards 
and forests. (4) The outdoor cabana was 
designed to complement the barn’s look and 
provide a shady spot to relax by the pool. (5) 
The simple, rustic pool area was landscaped 
by Zwart’s Topsoil + Landscape Supplies Ltd. 
with a pool from Thornbury Clear Choice 
Pools and Spas. (6) Ben and Mike Roach, the 
father-son team that renovated the barn.
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The open kitchen by Rob Perry of Riverside Custom Cabinets Ltd. 
features a large stainless steel-topped island and dark walnut open shelving 
lining the walls (appliances from Macdonald’s BrandSource Furniture & 
Appliances). White, handmade ceramic tile runs from floor to ceiling, except 
where it meets an attractive, dark soapstone countertop. The irregular tiles add 
to the casual, uneven lines inside the home. The bathrooms were also updated 
and, in particular, the shower stalls reflect the barn’s working heritage – Mike 
Roach installed drains through simple concrete bases that suggest livestock 
troughs (plumbing by Clarksburg Contractors Ltd., which also did 
electrical work and installed two WaterFurnace geothermal systems.)

All four bedrooms, as well as the sleeping loft, are furnished with 
simple, comfortable beds and cosy bedding. 

On the exterior, the original dark marine-ply cladding was replaced 
with Nantucket white cedar shingle (Maibec Siding, Quebec). The 
resulting look is fresh and elegant. Adding to the hardworking, minimalist 
appearance of the barn are factory-style galvanized steel windows and 
doors (Bliss Nor-Am Steel Doors and Windows). The large wraparound 
deck in eastern white cedar (Moggie Valley Timber Inc.) coupled with 
the steel and glass railing (MCR Industries) and steel-clad grain silo 
complete the look outside. Continued on page 104

ABOVE: The staircase was moved to create a bigger great room. The dark 
railings by MCR Industries not only run along the staircase, but have a strong 
and striking presence on every level of the house. TOP RIGHT: This bathroom 
was updated with a long trough sink and a glass-enclosed shower with a concrete 
base. MIDDLE RIGHT: A horizontal window above the bed in the master bedroom 
frames greenery outdoors for a natural look. RIGHT: A unique old door with two 
arched windows lends a great deal of character to the second-level landing.

HANOVER SHOWROOM
805 - 10th STREET

519.506.3228
Mon-Thurs   9:30am to 5:30pm

Fri   9:30am to 8:00pm
Sat & Sun 10:00am to 4:00pm

WROXETER SHOWROOM
R.R.#2 - 43195 AMBERLEY RD

519.335.3228
Mon-Thurs   8:00am to 5:00pm

Fri   8:00am to 9:00pm
Sat & Sun 10:00am to 4:00pm

www.djsfurniture.ca
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Other echoes of the barn’s past are highlighted. In the basement, 
where cattle rubbed for decades against large roughhewn posts, their 
markings are exposed through an occasional reveal in the drywall or load-
supporting columns left visible. Livestock hitches line the wall outside 
the basement door. Hooks, nails and other fasteners pepper the exposed 
structure, formerly hosting rope, bridles, buckets and whatever tools the 
farmer needed handy. 

A farm and barn in operation are a veritable hotbed of biodiversity. 
From the cattle and horses in the stalls, to the mice in the grain elevator, 
bats in the hayloft and birds in the rafters. While the original barn 

conversion in the 1980s would have taken care of displacing the livestock 
and attending critters, years later Mike and the new owners recall a few 
surprises while renovating to a more up-to-date standard. 

Ben remembers tussling with a family of squirrels when the exterior 
siding and insulation were removed. Mike carefully relocated a stubborn 
milk snake that had made a home in the foundation rocks of the original 
gangway. “In the original barn there would have been a lot of mice, making 
it a happy place for snakes too,” he says. While the owners and their 
children enjoy being close to nature, they’re glad that the barn is freshly 
updated and the wildlife once again resides outside the home.  OH

BELOW: The top loft is the 
perfect place to host sleepovers 
with friends. RIGHT: Matching 
bedspreads in this children’s room 
add a pop of colour to the space. 
FAR RIGHT: The hallway exudes 
as much character as any space, 
showcasing the original beams 
and plank flooring. BOTTOM 
RIGHT: As seen throughout the 
house, white painted ceilings 
paired with exposed wooden 
beams is a chic look. 

CORINTHIAN
Kitchen & Bath Studio

No obligation quotes • Professional design services
Full kitchen and bath renovation services 

Stone, laminate and solid surface counters
Dining furniture • Linens •  Home décor and accessories 

519-599-2800
1-877-349-2800

Visit our showroom.
99 King St. E., Kings Court Mall, 
Thornbury
www.corinthiankitchens.com

So many possibilities...

• Installation by Qualified Landscape Technicians
• In-House design service • 5-year guarantee on all Hardscapes

• Landscape Architect available upon request

519.538.9991
www.gordonjleecelandscapes.ca

A Proud Member of Landscape Ontario

CARPET • HARDWOOD • LAMINATE • CERAMIC TILES
WINDOWS ’N BLINDS • AREA RUGS • SHUTTERS

705.445.2166 2808 Hwy 124, Duntroon 

519.538.2166 334 Sykes Street, Unit 4, in Meaford

www.deansrugland.com

Each of the 100 Carpet One Floor & Home stores across Canada 
are locally owned and operated, offering exceptional service 
and the best warranties in the business. When your floor 
matters, count on Deans Carpet One Floor & Home.
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They say some things are best left to the pros. Often, I 
suppose that is the case. You certainly won’t find me racing 
in a Formula-One series, base-jumping or performing 
open-heart surgery. However, professional or not, the art 
of making ice cream is for all to enjoy. 

Regardless of your culinary skill level, ice cream is a cinch to master. Minimal cooking, a handful 
of ingredients and a bit of patience through the cooling and freezing stages are all you need. In fact, 
you don’t even need fancy or expensive equipment to make it happen. A freezer and a food processor 
will do just fine.

And you have complete control over the ingredients. No funny-named thickeners or preservatives in 
this batch, just all-natural and delicious ingredients. Sure, it’s a bit decadent. But, it’s summertime! And 
nothing beats the cool, satisfying creaminess of homemade ice cream on a hot summer day.

c o o k i n g  a t  h o m e

Strawberry 
ICE CREAM
BY  MAR IA  DAS I LVA  //  PHOTOGRAPHY  BY  SCOTT  HUNTER

HOMEMADE
STRAWBERRY
ICE CREAM

4 cups hulled strawberries

1 ¼ cups sugar

1 tbsp lemon juice

1 ½ cups milk

1 ½ cups 35% cream

6 egg yolks

1 tsp vanilla extract

Pinch of salt

•	 Using a pastry blender, mash 
strawberries into small chunks. 
Transfer to saucepan, stir in 
¾  cup of the sugar and the 
lemon juice. Bring to boil over 
medium-high heat, stirring until 
the sugar is dissolved. Boil for 
5 minutes. Transfer to airtight 
container and refrigerate. 

•	 Meanwhile, in a clean saucepan, 
whisk together milk, cream, 
egg yolks, vanilla, salt and 
remaining sugar. Heat over 
medium, stirring constantly, 
until thickened enough that a 
line drawn across the sauce on 
the back of a spoon holds its 
shape, 10 to 12 minutes. Strain 
into 8- or 9-inch metal cake 
pan. Cover surface directly with 
plastic wrap and refrigerate 
until chilled, about 2 hours. 

•	 Freeze until firm, but not solid, 
3 to 4 hours. Scrape into food 
processor, adding all but ⅔ cup 
of the strawberry mixture. Puree 
until smooth. Transfer to airtight 
container. Swirl in reserved 
strawberry mixture. Freeze until 
solid, about 4 hours.  OH

137 Hurontario St. Collingwood, Ont. (705) 444 1712

Now available at Garden’s Nest

705-444-1443

THE AREA’S MOST  
AWARD-WINNING WINEMAKER

 

* THE GEORGIAN TRIANGLE’S FAVOURITE WINEMAKER * 

* WINNER OF 3 PERSONAL GOLD MEDALS IN 2011 * 

* WINNER OF 7 PERSONAL MEDALS,  

INCLUDING 2 GOLDS, IN 2012 * 

RETAIL-QUALITY WINES.

BETTER THAN RETAIL PRICES.

175 Marsh Street, Clarksburg

519-599-7335 
www.thesilvervine.com

Derek’s 
“Great Wine” Guarantee 

You’ll like it, 
or we’ll replace it!  

Great Wine.

GUARANTEED.

THE SILVER VINE.  WINE.  MADE BETTER.
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Alpaerts agrees that a reverse mortgage can be a good thing for 

the right people in the right circumstances but cautions her clients to 
consult with the appropriate professionals before going ahead. “Besides a 
mortgage broker, they should have an accountant, a financial advisor and 
a lawyer on their team,” she says.

“It can be a good solution if you outlive the equity in your house, but 
if you outlive the money, it can be detrimental.”  OH

This is the perfect scenario for taking a reverse mortgage, according to 
Carmen Alpaerts, an experienced mortgage broker in Ontario. “A reverse 
mortgage is using the equity in your house as collateral for a loan. It is 
tax-free money and you don’t have to make monthly payments to pay it 
back,” she explains. Alpaerts is a long-time mortgage broker who has won 
several national and provincial awards.

While this sounds too good to be true, there are catches and it’s 
not for everyone – ergo the profile above of a couple for whom a reverse 
mortgage works. In fact, in her nearly 30 years as a mortgage broker, 
Alpaerts estimates that she’s only done about 20 of them, in comparison 
to thousands of regular mortgages. But she expects this type of financing 
to become more popular because of the ageing demographic. According 
to Statistics Canada, the number of Canadians over the age of 65 will rise 
from 4.7 million in 2010 to 9.3 million in 2030.

What is a reverse mortgage? According to the Canadian Home Income 
Plan (CHIP, a chartered bank) website, “A reverse mortgage is secured by 
the equity in your home. Unlike a traditional mortgage in which you make 
regular payments to someone else, a reverse mortgage pays you.”

There are conditions and limitations. The borrower and his/her spouse 
must be 55 or older, but you can get a larger loan if you’re older. You can 
only get up to 50 per cent of the value of the equity in your home. The loan 
is tax-free and no payments are due until the property is sold. Interest is 
usually a little higher than that charged on traditional mortgages and is 
compounded on the principle from the time of borrowing.

Taking a reverse mortgage on their rural property was the answer 
for George and Maxine Scott. At 78 and 73 respectively, they were facing 
mounting credit card and other debt and had $180,000 still owing on a 
first mortgage, but their house was appraised at $390,000.  

Alpaerts helped them navigate a rather complicated situation by 
securing a private second mortgage because the $140,000 available 
through reverse mortgage wasn’t sufficient to pay off the first and take 
care of the debts.  

“People have misgivings (about reverse mortgages) because 
the interest multipl ies on the principle,  but it ’s  a good way 
to get money and not have to make payments,” explains George. 
“Property (value) is going up around here, so it’s good for us,”  
adds Maxine.

PROS:
•	 Allows owner(s) to stay in home
•	 No payments until house sells, borrower/spouse  

dies or moves out of house
•	 Loan is tax free
•	 No credit, income or health qualifications necessary
•	 Provides money for travel or to pay bills
•	 Makes money available for investment, increasing  

monthly cash flow
•	 Can use money to pay for child’s college or help  

with their finances (early inheritance)
•	 Can make funds available for catastrophic illness

CONS:
•	 Compounded interest causes equity to diminish quickly
•	 Interest is higher than on traditional mortgages
•	 Heirs won’t receive benefit of equity in home
•	 There are legal and appraisal fees

KICKER:
According to CHIP: Men (44%) are much more likely 
than women (28%) to consider this option. Regionally, 
Quebecers (47%) are the most inclined to say they’ll 
consider leveraging their home equity.

BY  J I L L  E LL I S
I L LUSTRAT ION  BY  SHE I LA  BR I TTON

IS A REVERSE MORTGAGE

RIGHT FOR you?
You’re living the Canadian dream of 
owning a beautiful home. You bought 
your house right after you got married 
20 or 30 years ago and have been steadily 
paying down the mortgage, and now 
there’s considerable equity built up. 

online Is a reverse mortgage right for you? Find out at 
www.ourhomesmagazine.com/reversemortgage

705-790-4072                           swinginhammers.com  stan_voutier@hotmail.com 

We don’t just meet expectations. 
                           ...we exceed them.
 

Stan Voutier

Our customers keep coming back because we’re dependable,  
knowledgeable and provide outstanding customer service.

Visit us online or call today for a quote.  
And remember...there’s no job too BIG or too small. Home Building & Improvement

Select a Kohltech door system made with the highest standards 
of craftsmanship and partner it with the perfect hue from the 
extensive palette of contemporary, weather-resistant colours 
from Benjamin Moore.  
Reward yourself. Welcome your family home. Impress the 
neighbours. Come visit us today to recreate your entryway to 
suit your style.

The possibilities are endless.

Make a Grand Entrance...

&
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high quality service at affordable prices  |  free estimates

residential
interior/exterior

painting 
staining
spraying

www.greenpainting.ca
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Laminate: Adorn
Area Rug: Ikat Panel– Light Multi

DID YOU 
KNOW 

THAT HGTV’S SENSE 
OF STYLE IS NOW  
IN OUR STORE?

HGTV Home Flooring 
by Shaw is here.
If you want only the best styles of carpet, 
hardwood and more, all from the design 
experts that you’ve come to trust, then 
come into Georgian Flooring Centre for 
HGTV Home Flooring by Shaw. 

shawfloors.com/hgtv 
Carpet I Area Rugs I Hardwood I Laminate

Showroom 84 High St, Collingwood, ON

705  444  2100   
georgiandesigncentre.ca

Georgian Design_W12.indd   1 12-01-25   5:04 PM
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Continued on page 112

OUR HOMES attracts the area’s finest businesses to advertise in our pages. Since our first issue, more than 400 companies have 
utilized our unparalleled distribution and coffee-table appeal to market their products and services. Now we’re making it easier than 
ever for you, our readers, to become educated as you plan your home- and real estate-related purchasing decisions. The listings below 
are organized alphabetically by industry.

ANTIQUES
PR ANTIQUE PRODUCTS Page 93

ART/ARTISANS/ART GALLERIES, 
STUDIOS & WORKSHOPS
INFINITE GLASSWORKS Page 51

AUDIO VIDEO/HOME AUTOMATION
GEORGIAN AUDIO VIDEO Page 65, 67, 69, 71, 73, 75
HOME BUTTONS ELECTRONIC SYSTEMS  
	 Page 88
HURONIA ALARMS Page 3
RED BRICK GROUP Page 33

BUILDERS
ABSOLUTE CRAFTSMEN LTD. Page 31
BAYLYN CONSTRUCTION Page 33
BLACK TUSK DEVELOPMENT GROUP Page 41
BLAKE FARROW PROJECT  
	 MANAGEMENT Page 69
BOB ARMSTRONG CONSTRUCTION Page 87
CARTER ALLEN Page 35
L. PATTEN & SONS LTD. Page 88
LEGENDARY LOGCRAFTERS Page 67
MICHAEL ROACH CONTRACTING INC.  
	 Page 89
PARAGON CARPENTRY Page 55
PATRICK B. COULTER & ASSOCIATES INC.  
	 Page 85
PORTER SKELTON & ASSOCIATES Page 24
SCOTBUILD Page 27
VALLEYVIEW CONSTRUCTION Page 53
VILLAGE BUILDERS Page 65

BUILDING/LANDSCAPE SUPPLIES
KNIGHTS’ HOME BUILDING CENTRE Page 109
MOGGIE VALLEY Page 71
THORNBURY HOME HARDWARE Page 93
ZWART’S TOPSOIL & LANDSCAPE 
	 SUPPLIES Page 91

CABINETS & MILLWORK/ 
WOODWORKING
JTI DESIGN Page 51
RIVERSIDE CUSTOM CABINETS LTD Page 69
THORNBURY HOME HARDWARE Page 93
THE OLD FORGE Page 31

CHARITABLE ORGANIZATIONS
MY FRIEND’S HOUSE Page 91

CLEANING
MOLLY MAID Page 88

THE CARETAKERS HOUSEKEEPING  
	 SERVICES Page 71, 113
THE CLEANING BEES Page 89

COMPUTER/IT SUPPORT
CANHELPIT Page 34

CONCIERGE & EVENT PLANNING
HAPPENINGS PARTY RENTALS Page 107
ON THE HILL CONCIERGE Page 24

COUNTERTOPS/ 
GRANITE & STONE
DI PIETRA DESIGN Page 63
RIVERSIDE CUSTOM CABINETS LTD Page 69

DESIGNERS & HOME STAGING
ABBOTT DESIGN LTD. Page 14
BLACK TUSK DEVELOPMENT GROUP Page 41
BRAMWELL.SHARP DESIGN Page 18
CHERCHÉ HOUSE OF DESIGN Page 31
DESIGNS BY ANDREA Page 92
FAD FARROW ARCARO DESIGN Page 52

ELECTRICAL
BEAR ELECTRIC Page 89
CLARKSBURG CONTRACTORS Page 34
CLEARLITE ELECTRICAL,  
	 EXCAVATING & HAULAGE Page 33

EQUESTRIAN
DAPPLE GRAY – HORSE, HOUND & HOME  
	 Page 88

EXCAVATING
CLEARLITE ELECTRICAL,  
	 EXCAVATING & HAULAGE Page 33
JON’S EXCAVATING & LANDSCAPE  
	 CONSTRUCTION Page 89

FABRIC/BEDDING/UPHOLSTERY
GEORGIAN CUSTOM DECOR Page 93

FARM SUPPLIES & MACHINERY
HURON TRACTOR Page 69

FINANCIAL/INSURANCE/MORTGAGE
NOBLE INSURANCE Page 21
SUTHERLAND INSURANCE Page 12

FIREPLACES & STOVES
CHANTICO FIREPLACE GALLERY Page 26

FLOORING, STAIRS & TRIM
BARRIE TRIM Page 10
DEAN’S RUGLAND Page 105
FLOORCRAFTERS FINISHING TOUCH  
	 CENTRE Page 35
GEORGIAN DESIGN CENTRE Page 111
KNIGHTS’ HOME BUILDING CENTRE Page 109
MEAFORD CARPET & INTERIORS Page 34
MOGGIE VALLEY Page 71
PR ANTIQUE PRODUCTS Page 93

FOOD/DRINK/CATERING
KEMBLE MOUNTAIN ROASTERY/ 
	 LOOSE LEAVES Page 88
THE SILVER VINE Page 107

FURNITURE & APPLIANCES
FOLEY’S FURNITURE Page 63
LEON’S Page 32 
MACDONALD’S BRANDSOURCE  
	 FURNITURE & APPLIANCES Page 55

GARDEN CENTRES/GREENHOUSES/ 
FLORISTS 
PAPERWHITE Page 65
RIVERSIDE GREENHOUSES Page 67

GEOTHERMAL
CLARKSBURG CONTRACTORS Page 34
NORTHERN HEATING & VENTILATION  
	 Page 67
NOTTAWASAGA MECHANICAL Page 52

GLASS WALLS
MONARCH MOVEABLE GLASS WALLS  
	 Page 32

GOLF & COUNTRY CLUBS
OSLERBROOK GOLF & COUNTRY CLUB  
	 Page 22&23

HEALTH & BEAUTY/WELLNESS
CODE RED SALON & JO-ANN PATTERSON  
	 - ESTHETICS Page 71

MANTRA YOGA STUDIO Page 88

HEATING & COOLING
CLARKSBURG CONTRACTORS Page 34
NORTHERN HEATING & VENTILATION  
	 Page 67
NOTTAWASAGA MECHANICAL Page 52

OUR HOMES is committed to ensuring the businesses above appear under the correct headings. To make a correction, or to have 
your business listed under more than one heading, please email us at publisher@ourhomesmagazine.com. To have your business listed 
in our Home Resource Directory, call us to advertise at 705-445-5065.



Let me show you 
the best views in the 
Georgian Triangle.

Desirable East End Living • 3 Beds • 3 Baths
• Open Concept Living • Hardwood Floors 
• Large Master with Ensuite • $284,900

Charming Thornbury Retreat • 3 Beds 
• 3 Baths • Gourmet Kitchen • Open Concept
• Finished Lower Level • $599,000

Charming Beachfront Cottage • 5 Beds 
• Pine Floors • Stone Fireplace • Beachfront
Deck • Sandy Beach • $599,900

Beautiful Beachfront Views • 5 Beds 
• 3 Baths • 9 ft. Ceilings • Hardwood Floors
• Large Master with Ensuite • $879,000

Custom Beachfront Home • 3 Beds 
• 3 Bath • Open Concept • Double Car
Garage • Outdoor Patio • $799,000

Go directly to my current listings at www.wasagabeachliving.com

Prime Beachfront Bungalow • 5 Beds 
• Panoramic Views • Forced Air Gas Furnace 
• Beautiful Sandy Beach • $559,900

Stunning Beachfront Custom • 5 Beds 
• Hardwood Floors • Granite Countertops 
• Finished Lower Level • $1,349,000

Stunning Beachfront Home • 4 Beds 
• 4 Baths • 2 Kitchens • Granite Counters 
• Hardwood Floors • $1,189,000

Michelle Seip
705.446.4046 DIRECT

michelleseip@rogers.com  

RE/MAX of Wasaga Beach Inc., Brokerage
1900 Mosley St. - Unit 2, 
Wasaga Beach, ON L9Z 1A5
Independently owned & operated
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OASIS NORTH LANDSCAPES Page 41
RIVERSIDE LANDSCAPES Page 34
SHARP IMAGE GROUP Page 85
THE LANDMARK GROUP Page 17
UNCLE MARTIN’S LAWN CARE Page 88
VOGEL LANDSCAPE DESIGN & 
	 CONSULTING GROUP Page 51
ZENG LANDSCAPING Page 14

LIGHTING
GEORGIAN DESIGN CENTRE Page 111

MASONRY & STONEWORK
HACKSTONE LANDSCAPES Page 39
STEVE’S MASONRY Page 53

MEDIA
BAYSHORE BROADCASTING Page 77

MOVING & STORAGE
JOHN THOMPSON MOVERS Page 88

NEW HOME COMMUNITIES
ADMIRAL COLLINGWOOD PLACE Page 115
FAR HILLS, THORNBURY Page 6
LORA BAY – REID’S HERITAGE HOMES  
	 Page 9
SHERWOOD HOMES – GEORGIAN  
	 MEADOWS Page 11
SHERWOOD HOMES – SILVER GLEN Page 13

PAINTING & DECORATING
GREEN PAINTING Page 111
KNIGHTS’ HOME BUILDING CENTRE Page 109
ROBINSON’S PAINT & WALLPAPER Page 4

PETS 
ASHIYA’S K9 COUNTRY RETREAT Page 89

PLANNING & PROJECT 
MANAGEMENT 
LOFT PLANNING – KRISTINE A. LOFT Page 73

PLUMBING
CLARKSBURG CONTRACTORS Page 34

POOLS, SPAS, HOT TUBS & SAUNAS
ARCTIC SPAS COLLINGWOOD Page 77
BLUE DIAMOND POOLS & LANDSCAPING  
	 Page 75

REAL ESTATE
CENTURY 21 OFFORD REALTY  
	 – KEVIN WOOLHAM Page 2

CHESTNUT PARK – THE MOVIE GALS Page 7
CLAIRWOOD REALTY Page 81
CLAIRWOOD REALTY – EXECUTEAM Page 83
RE/MAX FOUR SEASONS REALTY LIMITED 	
	 – DOUG GILLIS Page 8
RE/MAX FOUR SEASONS REALTY LIMITED 	
	 – BRAD WILLIAMS Page 5
RE/MAX OF WASAGA BEACH  
	 – MICHELLE SEIP Page 113
ROYAL LEPAGE LOCATIONS NORTH  
	 REALTY Page 37, 56, 57, 58, 59
ROYAL LEPAGE LOCATIONS NORTH  
	 REALTY – MIKE KEARNS &  
	 DOUG BEAUMONT Page 37 
ROYAL LEPAGE LOCATIONS NORTH  
	 REALTY – CINDY RYERSE & IAN 	  
	 HAWKINS Page 37
ROYAL LEPAGE LOCATIONS NORTH  
	 REALTY – IAN HAWKINS & RICK  
	 CROUCH Page 59
TRI-W REAL ESTATE - JANE MOYSEY,  
	 STEVE MOYSEY Page 77

RETIREMENT RESIDENCES/ 
SENIORS’ COMMUNITIES
CHARTWELL SELECT Page 27

SECURITY, LOCK & KEY
HURONIA ALARMS Page 3

SPECIAL ASSOCIATIONS
COLLINGWOOD BIA Page 39
HABITAT FOR HUMANITY Page 73
THORNBURY BUILDERS & TRADES 
	 ASSCOCIATION Page 93 

SPECIAL EVENTS
HOLIDAY HOME TOUR Page 103
INHERHEELS.CA Page 91
PENNIES FOR HABITAT FOR HUMANITY  
	 Page 73

VACUUMS
BLUE MOUNTAIN VACUUM Page 89 

WINDOW FASHIONS
ASHTON’S BLINDS.DRAPERIES.SHUTTERS  
	 Page 33
GEORGIAN CUSTOM DÉCOR Page 93
MEAFORD CARPET & INTERIORS Page 34
SHADES & SHUTTERS Page 89

WINDOWS & DOORS
BARRIE TRIM Page 10
CEDARPORT WINDOW & DOOR  
	 CENTRE INC. Page 15
KNIGHTS’ HOME BUILDING CENTRE Page 109

OUR HOMES is committed to ensuring the businesses above appear under the correct headings. To make a correction, or to have 
your business listed under more than one heading, please email us at publisher@ourhomesmagazine.com. To have your business listed 
in our Home Resource Directory, call us to advertise at 705-445-5065.

HOME DÉCOR & FURNITURE
CHERCHÉ HOUSE OF DESIGN Page 31
CLERKSON’S Page 35
CORINTHIAN KITCHEN & BATH STUDIO 
	 Page 105
COUNTRY CHARM Page 52
DJ’S FURNITURE Page 103
FAD FARROW ARCARO DESIGN Page 52
FOLEY’S FURNITURE Page 63
GARDEN’S NEST Page 107
GEORGIAN DESIGN CENTRE Page 111
JONNA’S RUSTIC INTERIORS Page 19
KAON FURNITURE Page 75
LEON’S Page 32
LEUK BIJ HERMAS INTERIORS Page 41
MACDONALD’S BRANDSOURCE  
	 FURNITURE & APPLIANCES Page 55
PINETIQUES Page 73
RIVERSIDE CUSTOM CABINETS LTD Page 69
THE OLD FORGE Page 31
THE RUSTY STAR Page 92

HOME IMPROVEMENTS/ 
RENOVATIONS
DUE NORTH CUSTOM CARPENTRY Page 52
KITCHEN PAINTERS Page 85
KNIGHTS’ HOME BUILDING CENTRE Page 109
SWINGIN HAMMERS Page 109
TOP DRAWER INTERIORS Page 51
WRIGHT WAY RENOVATIONS Page 103

IRONWORK
DESIRON Page 18

KITCHEN & BATH
CORINTHIAN KITCHEN & BATH STUDIO  
	 Page 105
GEORGIAN DESIGN CENTRE Page 111
KITCHEN PAINTERS Page 85
KNIGHTS’ HOME BUILDING CENTRE Page 109
RIVERSIDE CUSTOM CABINETS LTD Page 69 
THE OLD FORGE Page 31

LANDSCAPING/LAWN & GARDEN
BELMONT LANDSCAPING & DESIGN Page 25
BLUE DIAMOND POOLS & LANDSCAPING  
	 Page 75
FORESTELL DESIGNED LANDSCAPES Page 116
GARDENS OF PRESTIGE Page 87
GEORGIAN SPRINKLERS Page 89
GORDON J. LEECE LANDSCAPES 
	 & GARDENS Page 105
HACKSTONE LANDSCAPES Page 39
IKES TURF Page 35
JON’S EXCAVATING &  
	 LANDSCAPE CONSTRUCTION Page 89

Continued from page 110



f i n i s h i n g  t o u c h

I too am guilty of this habit, getting wines 
that are truly special and then letting them 
waste away waiting for just the right time to 
open them.  It seems that sparkling wines suffer 
this fate even more so than still wines.

This reminds me of a cute story about my 
friend’s adorable father. She would occasionally 
bring a bottle of wine to him as a gift. On later 
visits she would notice the unopened bottles 
and ask, “Why don’t you drink them?” His reply 
would be, “No, no, those are too good to drink!”  

These days there are a wealth of different 
styles and price points when it comes to 
sparkling wine. Many different countries offer 
wines that sparkle and for our purposes of 
making cocktails we are going to look at a few 
of these. 

Prosecco is a sparkling wine from the north 
of Italy. It’s a light, refreshing wine with hints of 
pear and almonds. On the northwestern corner 
of Italy in Piemonte we find Moscato d’Asti and 
Asti, both are wonderfully aromatic sparklers 
that add lots of intoxicating f loral notes to  
your cocktail. 

Cava is another terrific sparkling wine that 
comes from the area surrounding Barcelona in 
Spain. This wine is made with an interesting 
handful of indigenous Spanish grapes and has an 
earthy aroma with flavours of apple and lemon. 
In France, you’ll find many sparkling wines that 
are far less expensive than Champagne and have 

great personalities in their own right. Look for 
the term Cremant on the label and you’ll know 
there are bubbles inside – the most commonly 
available versions come from the regions of 
Alsace, Loire and Bourgogne.

Last, but certainly not least is Canada. In 
many regions within our country we have great 
conditions for producing sparklers. These wines 
call for climates that are not too warm, allowing 
the grapes to keep their refreshing acidity. On 
Canadian bottles you may find the terms Brut, 
Sparkling or perhaps Cuvée. The bottle will tell 
you for sure as it will have a cork that is covered 
with a cage and foil over top.

So, now for the cocktails (recipes at right). 
One thing to keep in mind is that if you are 
purchasing a bottle of sparkling wine for 
cocktails you don’t want to buy something top 
of the line. Bottles priced between $10 and $20 
will be what you want to use. Also, consider the 
sweetness level of the wine itself. If needed, ask 
the wine vendor if the wine is dry, semi-sweet 
or sweet, as this will affect the final taste of 
your drink. One last word of advice, feel free to 
get creative. If you love a certain type of juice 
or liqueur then try a splash of it, that’s what 
summer is all about, splashes of fun!  OH

S
BY  TON IA  W ILSON

Summer is a great time to bring out the bubbles. They’re fun, 
festive and taste great. Quite often people perceive sparkling 
wine as too special to drink for informal occasions. Instead, it 
gets reserved for grand celebrations and extra special moments, 
and is relegated to the back of the cupboard or wine fridge 
waiting for the perfect moment to be unveiled.  

make your summer sparkle:

CREATING COCKTAILS  
SPARKLING WINEwith

THE “GIGI”

1 oz Cointreau or Grand Marnier

2 oz cranberry juice

2 oz sparkling wine

“SORRENTO”

1 oz. Limoncello 

2 oz. freshly squeezed orange juice

2 oz. sparkling wine

“KIR ROYALE”

1½ oz Crème de Cassis (or a Kir 
Imperiale if you use raspberry liqueur)

3½ oz. sparkling wine

“SUNSHINE”

1 oz. vodka

2 oz. pink grapefruit juice

2 oz. sparkling wine

“NIAGARA BLISS”

1 oz. Niagara Icewine or  
Late Harvest

1 oz. white grape juice

3 oz. sparkling wine

Tonia Wilson is a Sommelier and Chef

online For more tips on sparkling wines, visit
www.ourhomesmagazine.com/sparklingwines
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GUELPH
4-115 1st St. Suite 210

Ontario, L9Y 4W3
OTTAWA COLLINGWOOD GRAVENHURST

collingwood@forestell.comwww. 705.351.2425

outside


