
AA few kilometres west of Ravenna, the gleaming 
steel roof of a barn rises out of a hilltop orchard. 
The white clad building pops out against the 
light and dark green tones of the trees. A small 
window at the northern peak hints at the 
long views it offers of the surrounding rolling 
landscape. Masterfully renovated in 2010 
at the hands of Michael and Ben Roach of 
Michael Roach Contracting Inc., a father-son 
contracting team based in Meaford, this barn 
conversion is an inspiring family space. 

Travelling the gravel lane toward the barn, the orchard rows play 
with the eyes as they cross the hill at angle to the road. Compared to the 
perpendicular multitudes of orchards in the area, these rows are planted 
in a style reminiscent of the olive groves of Tuscany. That’s what first 
struck the owners as they visited the property in 2007. The professional 
couple from Toronto and their three young children were looking for a 
getaway that would be more of a year-round second home than just a 
seasonal cottage or chalet. “The orchards were beautiful. Then when we 
came up to the house, we realized that it was a barn. We went in and 
saw the ceiling up 25 feet to the open joists; I remember thinking, ‘You’re 
probably not supposed to just say, OK, we’ll buy it!’ but that’s how I felt,” 
says the owner. 
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Continued on page 96

The converted barn 
reveals itself slowly as 
you make your way up 
the driveway, past rows 
upon rows of apple 
trees. OPPOSITE: The 
steel-clad grain silo at 
the side of the house is 
characteristic evidence 
of the barn’s working 
history. ABOVE: Heavy, 
galvanized steel doors 
and windows bring a 
contemporary edge to 
the country retreat.
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The barn was built in the 1920s to accommodate the 50-acre family farm’s 
small dairy herd, plus grain, hay and straw storage. After 60 years of hard 
work, the barn was retired from operation in the 1980s when new owners 
took over the property, planted the fields with nine varieties of apple and 
converted the barn into their living space. With its enormous exposed original 
joists and beams, the barn provides a large open plan, perfect for family living. 

After the current owners purchased the property, they brought in 
architect Steven Comisso of Lynch + Comisso Architects in Toronto to 
help them update the home, but at the same time, return the barn to some 
of its earlier simplicity. Comisso also designed a cabana and swimming 
pool (landscaped by Zwart’s Topsoil + Landscape Supplies Ltd. with 
pool facilities by Thornbury Clear Choice Pools and Spas) south of 
the barn, and a three-car garage to the north. 

With the plan in place, the renovation started in summer 2010 and took 
about a year, says Mike Roach. “I had a good time; they were great people to 
work for. That was the best part of the job: the owners.” While Mike and Ben, 
father and son, each work typically on their own as independent contractors, 
they come together when one or the other’s expertise is needed and for this 
project, they also enlisted the help of Omer Lebel. Continued on page 100

LEFT: Set against white 
tiles, open walnut shelving 
is used instead of cupboards 
to display dishes, cooking 
oils and cookbooks. BELOW: 
The kitchen, by Riverside 
Custom Cabinets Ltd., features 
floor-to-ceiling white tile and a 
stainless steel-topped island. 
RIGHT: Exposed original 
joists and beams maintain 
the barn’s character while 
lofts and landings at different 
levels keep the space open 
and intimate. BELOW RIGHT: 
A cosy sunroom at the front of 
the house sets a relaxed mood 
for the rest of the home.
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A striking wall of windows 
in the dining room provides 
an uninterrupted view of 
the pool area. Beams are 
adorned with colourful 
country artwork – adding  
to the home’s charisma.  
OPPOSITE: The homeowners’ 
casual style ensures that 
weekends and holidays will 
be cosy and relaxing.
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The restoration of the 90-year-old barn, as well as the unique finishes 
requested by the owners, were just the type of challenge they look 
for. “I appreciate working with reclaimed and historical materials,” 
says Mike. For example, the complexity of laying new, wide plank ash 
hardwood flooring (locally sourced at Valley Fine Woods in Heathcote 
and finished by Natural Bourne Finishers, Thornbury) over floor 
joists that have been shifted by the passage of time, not to mention the 
often irregular hand honing on the original joists themselves, was where 
his 40 years of experience proved their worth. “With older homes like 
that, you can have things be level, or look level, but not often both,”  
explains Mike. 

Mike and Ben each take gratification from doing the work themselves, 
rather than standing on the sidelines hiring subcontractors. “I’ve always 

been a worker and like to be my own boss,” says Mike. “It makes the time 
go faster and makes me appreciate the final product more.”

The interior was modified to let the character-infused, massive 
horizontal beams become the focal point (painting by Wall Magic 
Decorating, Collingwood). The staircase was moved to create a larger 
great room (railings by MCR Industries, Meaford) and a large mudroom 
and sunroom were added at the front of the house. Many of the country 
furnishings were purchased at Mary Sarah Antiques in Flesherton.

Wanting to emulate the rough style of the imperfect, hand-poured 
concrete foundation, the owners hired Chantico Fireplace Gallery to 
experiment with concrete forms for the fireplace that show the seams and 
wood patterns in the material. “We love it,” says the owner, “but we’ve had 
a few people visit and ask us when we are going to clad it and finish it.”

Continued on page 102

CLOCKWISE FROM FAR LEFT: (1) Steel 
and glass railings on the wraparound deck 
make the nature-filled view a priority. (2) 
A nice outdoor dining area leads down 
to a rustic stone courtyard and across 
to an open lounge space. (3) The deck 
offers spectacular views across orchards 
and forests. (4) The outdoor cabana was 
designed to complement the barn’s look and 
provide a shady spot to relax by the pool. (5) 
The simple, rustic pool area was landscaped 
by Zwart’s Topsoil + Landscape Supplies Ltd. 
with a pool from Thornbury Clear Choice 
Pools and Spas. (6) Ben and Mike Roach, the 
father-son team that renovated the barn.
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The open kitchen by Rob Perry of Riverside Custom Cabinets Ltd. 
features a large stainless steel-topped island and dark walnut open shelving 
lining the walls (appliances from Macdonald’s BrandSource Furniture & 
Appliances). White, handmade ceramic tile runs from floor to ceiling, except 
where it meets an attractive, dark soapstone countertop. The irregular tiles add 
to the casual, uneven lines inside the home. The bathrooms were also updated 
and, in particular, the shower stalls reflect the barn’s working heritage – Mike 
Roach installed drains through simple concrete bases that suggest livestock 
troughs (plumbing by Clarksburg Contractors Ltd., which also did 
electrical work and installed two WaterFurnace geothermal systems.)

All four bedrooms, as well as the sleeping loft, are furnished with 
simple, comfortable beds and cosy bedding. 

On the exterior, the original dark marine-ply cladding was replaced 
with Nantucket white cedar shingle (Maibec Siding, Quebec). The 
resulting look is fresh and elegant. Adding to the hardworking, minimalist 
appearance of the barn are factory-style galvanized steel windows and 
doors (Bliss Nor-Am Steel Doors and Windows). The large wraparound 
deck in eastern white cedar (Moggie Valley Timber Inc.) coupled with 
the steel and glass railing (MCR Industries) and steel-clad grain silo 
complete the look outside. Continued on page 104

ABOVE: The staircase was moved to create a bigger great room. The dark 
railings by MCR Industries not only run along the staircase, but have a strong 
and striking presence on every level of the house. TOP RIGHT: This bathroom 
was updated with a long trough sink and a glass-enclosed shower with a concrete 
base. MIDDLE RIGHT: A horizontal window above the bed in the master bedroom 
frames greenery outdoors for a natural look. RIGHT: A unique old door with two 
arched windows lends a great deal of character to the second-level landing.
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Other echoes of the barn’s past are highlighted. In the basement, 
where cattle rubbed for decades against large roughhewn posts, their 
markings are exposed through an occasional reveal in the drywall or load-
supporting columns left visible. Livestock hitches line the wall outside 
the basement door. Hooks, nails and other fasteners pepper the exposed 
structure, formerly hosting rope, bridles, buckets and whatever tools the 
farmer needed handy. 

A farm and barn in operation are a veritable hotbed of biodiversity. 
From the cattle and horses in the stalls, to the mice in the grain elevator, 
bats in the hayloft and birds in the rafters. While the original barn 

conversion in the 1980s would have taken care of displacing the livestock 
and attending critters, years later Mike and the new owners recall a few 
surprises while renovating to a more up-to-date standard. 

Ben remembers tussling with a family of squirrels when the exterior 
siding and insulation were removed. Mike carefully relocated a stubborn 
milk snake that had made a home in the foundation rocks of the original 
gangway. “In the original barn there would have been a lot of mice, making 
it a happy place for snakes too,” he says. While the owners and their 
children enjoy being close to nature, they’re glad that the barn is freshly 
updated and the wildlife once again resides outside the home.  OH

BELOW: The top loft is the 
perfect place to host sleepovers 
with friends. RIGHT: Matching 
bedspreads in this children’s room 
add a pop of colour to the space. 
FAR RIGHT: The hallway exudes 
as much character as any space, 
showcasing the original beams 
and plank flooring. BOTTOM 
RIGHT: As seen throughout the 
house, white painted ceilings 
paired with exposed wooden 
beams is a chic look. 

CORINTHIAN
Kitchen & Bath Studio

No obligation quotes • Professional design services
Full kitchen and bath renovation services 

Stone, laminate and solid surface counters
Dining furniture • Linens •  Home décor and accessories 

519-599-2800
1-877-349-2800

Visit our showroom.
99 King St. E., Kings Court Mall, 
Thornbury
www.corinthiankitchens.com

So many possibilities...

• Installation by Qualified Landscape Technicians
• In-House design service • 5-year guarantee on all Hardscapes

• Landscape Architect available upon request

519.538.9991
www.gordonjleecelandscapes.ca

A Proud Member of Landscape Ontario

CARPET • HARDWOOD • LAMINATE • CERAMIC TILES
WINDOWS ’N BLINDS • AREA RUGS • SHUTTERS

705.445.2166 2808 Hwy 124, Duntroon 

519.538.2166 334 Sykes Street, Unit 4, in Meaford

www.deansrugland.com

Each of the 100 Carpet One Floor & Home stores across Canada 
are locally owned and operated, offering exceptional service 
and the best warranties in the business. When your floor 
matters, count on Deans Carpet One Floor & Home.
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