
OPPOSITE: The great room, at the back of the home, features magnificent 
windows, a coffered ceiling and a gas fireplace. It looks out onto greenspace 
where deer have been known to meander by. TOP LEFT: Walking into such 
a grand foyer gives the home a palatial feel from the outset. LEFT: Realtor 
Janette Braun (left), designer Veronika Emrich (middle) and Milla Homes’ 
General Manager Mark Van Dongen (sitting).

M
Milla Homes’ latest model in the Carriage Crossing development in 

northeast Waterloo perfectly demonstrates the company’s cutting-edge 
approach. The two-storey, 4,136 sq. ft. home elegantly combines the 
best of high-end modern features with the classic charm of a traditional 
centre-hall plan. 

“Every house we build is different,” says Mark Van Dongen, General 
Manager of Milla Homes. “We’re client-focused, so there are plenty of 
options. Our clients can pick from many design features,” he says, and 
this particular home, a model showcasing what Milla Homes offers, is a 
good example of everything the company can do.

Listed at $1.295 million, the model offers a full spectrum of beautiful 
design choices and superb finishings. Janette Braun of Coldwell 
Banker Peter Benninger Realty Brokerage, Milla’s representative 
at Carriage Crossing, says the model was built to illustrate “the quality 
and workmanship of the builder, along with some of the many beautiful 
choices for the buyer.” 

Milla Homes has been building 
meticulously crafted homes in Waterloo 
Region for over 45 years, so it comes 
as no surprise that the company’s top 
priority is customer satisfaction. From 
day one, their goal has been to “build a 
better home,” and through an unwavering 
commitment to quality, an emphasis on 
efficiency, inspired design features and 
innovative construction practices, the 
company continues to build some of the 
best homes in our region. 
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It was then styled with visitors and potential buyers in mind by 
Veronika Emrich from Inside or Out Staging Decorating and 
Remodeling. “It was a pleasure to work with these surroundings. I 
wanted to use elegant, quality furnishings to match the home,” she says.

The home first opens into a gracious foyer flanked by a formal dining 
room and a cosy den (or potential home office or living room). Although 
not a conventional open-floor plan, soaring ceilings and generous 
windows give the home an immediate sense of light and space. 

Artisanal touches and thoughtful design features are everywhere: carved 
archways define the entrance to both the dining room and den and a butler’s 
pantry adds a heritage touch. “The servery is just one of the many thoughtful 
features included in this home,” says Braun. With a built-in, glass-door 
china cabinet by Barzotti Woodworking Ltd., felt-lined cutlery drawers, 
a deep sink and granite countertops by D&D Graniteworx, this space is 
perfect for storing formal dinnerware and preparing for dinner parties.

The bright and spacious family room boasts a perfectly placed gas 
fireplace by BAST Home Comfort topped with a stone mantel by 
Millennium Cast Stone Interiors. The two-storey ceiling is open to the 
second floor and features a waffle design and crown moulding. Combined 
with a wall of tall windows (Pollard Windows & Doors Inc.), the room 
is majestic in both scale and beauty. Beyond the family room, the 64-foot 
wide lot backs on to a natural green space with views of trees, fields and 
shrubs. The oversize windows provide a wonderful portal into nature.  
Braun reiterates that the room is as energy efficient as it is beautiful. “The 
walls are 12 inches thick with additional insulation, which can be seen 
by the deep window sills,” she says. “This allows the temperature control 
inside to be very efficient.”

The spacious kitchen is a cook’s dream. Like the servery, it contains 
top-notch cabinetry also by Barzotti Woodworking and granite 
countertops by Graniteworx. A large island adds plenty of counter 
space and the tiled backsplash, gas range, elegant crown moulding (by 
Northfield Trim & Door Inc.) and nine-foot ceilings pull the room 
together. A separate walk-in pantry provides extra storage space as part 
of a mudroom and walk-through to the garage.  

With a plethora of built-in storage and a recess designed for a 32-inch 
freezer, this practical kitchen is a fantastic feature for any family. The pièce 
de résistance, however, is the wall of french doors – four in total – that 
open to a large rear-yard concrete porch and the natural outdoor space.  
Braun calls it an extension of the home.

A floating oak staircase (Railmaster Stairways Ltd.) between the 
kitchen and living room extends from the partially finished basement to the 
home’s second floor. Downstairs, beyond the finished rec room with high 
ceilings, is where much of the home’s truly impressive behind-the-scenes 
infrastructure is found. This includes a high-efficiency furnace and air 
conditioning system by Overland RNC, a heat recovery ventilator, as well 
as water treatment equipment, a tankless hot water heater and a drain water 
heat recovery system by RenewABILITY Energy Inc., which was invented 
and manufactured locally. It cuts hot water heating costs by up to 40 per cent.

ABOVE LEFT: Off to the left of the front foyer is a bright and spacious 
dining room, which is set off by an arched entry and art niches. 
ABOVE RIGHT: Across from the dining room is an identical space that 
could be used as an office, den or sitting room. RIGHT: The full-service 
butler’s pantry off the dining room features a long counter, functional 
sink, plenty of storage and space for a small fridge.

Continued on page 40

The bright white 
kitchen also overlooks 
greenspace and future 
homeowners will be 
able to open their 
french doors right onto 
a ready-to-use patio. 
ABOVE: A desk nook 
in the kitchen is the 
perfect place to look up 
recipes and spread out 
a cookbook.
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On the second level, there are two bedrooms 
connected by a Jack-and-Jill bathroom, a guest 
room with en suite, a laundry room and a beautiful 
master bedroom. The bright and spacious master 
features a built-in window seat framed by a large 
window. Braun calls the view from the window 
“a gorgeous picture to wake up to every day – one 
that changes with the seasons.” 

Attached to the master is a large walk-in closet 
with plenty of storage and a stunning en suite. The 
bright, spa-like bathroom, painted a refreshing 
colour, features a deep soaker tub, granite counters, 
a sizeable walk-in rain shower, and tile f loors 
complete with in-floor heating. It is elegant and 
inviting and the perfect place to relax after a 
stressful day.

From stunning design features to the highest 
standard of quality, efficiency, and comfort, Milla 
Homes has clearly realized their uncompromising 
vision of building a better home. Built to the 
standards of a time gone by, this outstanding 
property is sure to stand the test of time.  OH

ABOVE LEFT: Upstairs, double doors lead into 
a grand master suite with a built-in window 
seat, huge walk-in closet and sleek white en 
suite with separate vanities, a rain shower 
(ABOVE RIGHT) and soaker tub (RIGHT) to suit 
everyone’s relaxation needs.  
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