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Making Bathrooms

Beautiful
... and more! Not only are we the region’s best known 
bathroom renovators, but we also do kitchens, laundry 
rooms, bars, finished basements and even wine cellars!

Visit our large, beautiful showroom at: 
1768 Erb’s Rd. West, St. Agatha, ON

Just 5 minutes west of Waterloo across from Angie’s Kitchen
1.519.747.1819

Schweitzer
Plumbing Centre

s
w w w.schweitzers.c a

CAMBRIDGE
90 Main Street
T 519.740.9991

TORONTO
2886 Dundas St W 
T 416.767.8170

www.cornerstonefurniture.ca

el·e·gant (adj.)

Characterized by or exhibiting refined, 
tasteful beauty of manner, form, or style.

/CornerstoneHome /CSHome/Cornerstone_CS

Cornerstone Our Homes 06-2012_February 2012  12-05-25  2:22 PM  Page 1



Hunter Douglas is your first choice for style and innovation.  
Don’t settle for anything less than our truly distinctive designs.

From May 1st to August 31st, 2012, ask us how 
you can receive a Hunter Douglas Manufacturer’s Rebate.

There’s no substitution for true beauty.

Rebate
Manufacturer’s

Scan with 
your smartphone.EX TRAORD INARY �W INDOW � FASH I ONS

EX TRAORD INARY �W INDOW � FASH I ONS
150 Holiday Inn Drive Cambridge, ON  N3C 1Z4 
P: 519.664.2255 | Toll Free : 1.866.919.9801
www.bl indambit ionsolartech.com

NEW
LOCATION!

*inside Smitty’s Fine Furniture

The Most Competitive Price in the Region
1 1/4” Thick for the Price of 3/4”

Custom Kitchen Countertops, Vanities, 
Tables & Showers

Over 15,000 Granite Countertops installed since 1994

Largest Slab Selection in Kitchener-Waterloo

Showroom 519.489.0441 
136-A Ottawa St. S., Kitchener ◆ www.NaturalStoneCity.com

Natural Stone City Inc.Natural Stone City Inc. 

Granite  •  Marble •  Quartz



1254 Union St., Kitchener, ON  t: 519.579.8000   f: 519.579.0096
(in the Hacienda Sarria)

info@casabellatile.ca

VISIT OUR SHOWROOM
Mon - Wed 9 - 5:30

Thurs 9 - 8, Fri 9 - 5:30, Sat 9 - 3

TILE & STONE INC.

• • •  g r a n i t e m a r b l e p o r c e l a i n m o s a i c

Casa Bella
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How can we make
your dream a reality?

www.marvin.com

Visit our showroom today to be inspired
by all the latest Marvin has to offer

2236 Shirley Drive, Kitchener
Tel: 519.578.3938 

www.bavarianwindows.com

We empower you to create a truly one-of-a-kind home.
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I
in the summer, i try tO take advantage of warm, 
sunny weather while it lasts by working out on my deck when I can. I look 
out over my garden and can wave to my neighbours when they’re outside 
too (shhh: I also like to peek over the fence at what everyone has added 
to their backyard décor for a fresh season).

By the end of any summer afternoon, I start to hear more and more 
people in their yards and I can smell them firing up their barbecues. That’s 
what summer’s all about!

I envy the backyards of both of our feature homes this issue. One has a 
multi-level deck overlooking greenspace that offers quiet, natural views 
right in Waterloo (page 36). The homeowners didn’t have to add a water 
feature because they have a real one – complete with wildlife – adjacent 
to their property! 

The other, a brand new build by Milla Homes (page 22), has a dreamy 
pool with a waterfall, perfect for summer fun. Just the sound of the water 
flowing into the pool in this beautiful backyard oasis relaxes me. 

We’ve also found plenty of fun and funky summer décor at our 
favourite retailers across Waterloo Region, so we’ve shared a few of our 
favourites on page 18. I’m a big fan of bright colours and I’m glad they’re 
so trendy right now. One small pop of colour in your décor can really liven 
up a room – and your spirits!

 I hope you find a colour that really inspires you this season, but most 
of all, I hope you make time to get outside with family and friends.

Cheers!

Adrienne Brown, Managing Editor
adrienne@ourhomesmagazine.com

 Follow us @OurHomesMag

Cultivated brilliance.

Lustrous tones in sophisticated shades that caress your
walls with enduring quality. Designer Series. 24k paint.

beauti-tone.ca

Available at participating Home Hardware and Home Building Centre locations

Pioneer Park HH • Ayr HH • JL’s Williamsburg HH • South Cambridge HHBC • Plattsville HH • Glenbriar HH
Kitchener HH • New Hamburg HH • Ontario Seed HH • Preston Towne HH • Westgate Village HH

Swanson’s HHBC • Elmira HH • St. Jacobs HH • Fairway Lumber Company • Duke St. HBC • Wellesley HHBC 

Visit homehardware.ca for complete listings.   

pearl_Layout 1  12-05-22  1:52 PM  Page 1

LED lighting specialists for all your lighting 
wishes. Including Cabinet (Under/In), 
Pot lights, Landscape/Exterior Lighting 

and Traditional Fixtures.

L i g h t i n g  I n n o va t i o n  +  D e s i g n  I n c .

2 8 3  N o r t h f i e l d  D r i v e  Ea s t  U n i t  # 6
Wa t e r l o o,  O N  N 2 J  4 G 8

P :  5 1 9 - 7 4 7 - 7 2 0 0  |  w w w. l i d i n c . c a

e d i t o r ’ s  n o t e

10  o u r h o m e s   s u m m e r   2 0 1 2



departments
editor’s note 10
pubLisher’s note 14
advice 16
Embrace Pretty Pastels

styLe picks 18
Bright & Bold For Summer

comfort Zone 28
Leading Ladies Of Tile

peopLe 46
Creativity Abounds In St Jacobs

home resource directory 52
finishinG touch 54
Cheers To Sparkling Summer Drinks!

features
home & buiLder 22
Magical Milla Home

GardeninG 30
Modern English Gardens

Green LivinG 34
Cleaner, Greener Laundry – Naturally!

feature home 36
Natural Oasis In The City

desiGn ideas 42
10 Designer Secrets To Try Today

reaL estate 44
Reverse Mortgages 101

outdoor LivinG 48
How Green Is Your Grass?

In the conservatory at  
a home in Laurelwood.
story, page 36.
Photography by  
Jason Hartog.

on the
cover

22

16

36

contentssummer

18

28

SO MANY WAYS TO LOOK REALLY GOOD
Don’t know where to begin? 

Book an appointment with our designer and create a work of art for your home!

GRAND VALLEY TILE
CERAMIC • STONE • HARDWOOD • LAMINATE • BAMBOO • CORK • VINYL • CARPET

Visit our Showroom
70 Alpine Court, Kitchener

M-W & F: 8-6 • TH: 8-8 • SAT: 9-4
519.743.8300

Visit our Website
www.grandvalleytile.com

Contact Us
info@grandvalleytile.com
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Iit’s finally summertime and now that we get the feeling of 
warm sunshine on our skin, everyone’s spirits seem to perk up. I’ve spent 
the past two months meeting new clients, visiting beautiful homes and 
chatting with new and old friends alike. Everyone is planning their 
summer vacations! It’s refreshing to hear what everyone has in store for 
this highly anticipated season. We all feel the same way and summer is 
the best time of year for entertaining our family and friends. 

In the quieter moments, it’s also a great time to sit outside with the 
sun on our faces, perhaps savouring a hot morning coffee on the front 
veranda or a cool afternoon drink in the backyard – perfect opportunities 
to relax and enjoy the summer issue of Our HOmes magazine! I hope 
you find inspiration in these fresh pages. Whether you are gardening, 
painting, entertaining or trying to change your carbon footprint, there’s 
something for everyone. 

My goal this summer is to try the eco-friendly laundry soap mentioned 
in the article on page 34. As a family of six, we have plenty of laundry and 
I know it’s important to do what I can to be kind to the Earth. 

Have a great summer and see you in the fall. 

Tracie Zorzi, Publisher
tracie@ourhomesmagazine.com

826 King St. N. Unit 12 Waterloo, ON N2J 4G8
Phone: 519.664.2137 Email: info@kwglass.com 

w w w.k wglass.com

Servicing the Kitchener Waterloo 
and Surrounding Area Since 1989.

*this railing can be produced for 
interior or exterior applications.
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To find out more about our  
River Ridge Site Contact:
Sara Hill, Sales Representative
RE/MAX Twin City Realty Inc., Brokerage:

519-885-0200
EXCL. | MLS

900 Old Cottage Court

Come Visit Our New Sales Office!

It’s all in the details...
You can turn your vision of your dream home 
into reality with Adelaide Custom Homes, 
where every home is a unique work of art. While 
all share the same extraordinary craftsmanship, 
exquisite design and exceptional quality, each 
custom home we build is truly an original. 

Whether in a stately, established neighbourhood 
or a large open lot away from it all, Adelaide 
Custom Homes can build your dream home 
anywhere you desire. 

ST. JACOBS HOME FURNITURE
1421 KING ST. N, DOWNTOWN ST. JACOBS

(519) 664-3301

Mon-Thurs 8 to 6 | Fri 8 to 9
Saturday 8 to 5  | Sunday 12 to 5

p u b l i s h e r ’ s  n o t e
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rare device/robert bean photo

Here COmes 
  colour

the answer? do it yourself.
Get out your dirty t-shirt and ripped jeans! Whether you’re having a 

romance with the pastel trend or into a more vibrant palette, here are a 
few ideas for a do-it-yourself approach.

paint dipped accessories
A note-worthy trend that cropped up is paint-dipped furniture and 

accessories. Start with a wooden spoon. It couldn’t be easier and there 
is virtually no investment. Paint the legs of a chair. Dip the base of a 
basket or a set of wine glasses. You don’t have to actually dip an object 
in a bucket of paint if it’s too large. Just give the illusion by painting 
the lower or upper portion of a piece and voilà, you’re showing your 
trendy side. A small item is a great way to practice, but to make an 
impression, do something sizeable. I recently cut and hemmed a table 
skirt in burlap and dipped the lower portion in Benjamin Moore’s 
HC-59 Odessa Pink. It looks wonderful as a centerpiece stacked with 
books and white pillar candles. 

 
Linens

If you have an old set of white sheets to spare you can incorporate two 
trends in one: Tie-dyed linens (that boho-chic thing) in soft pastel tones 
– a tablecloth, curtains, duvet cover, toss cushions. Those are just a few 
ideas. Tie-dying is actually really easy. Sew together two 24-inch square 
fabric pieces and when you’re done you have a throw pillow that screams 
“hello 70’s!” If you don’t have anything on hand, purchase a textural linen 
or heavy cotton duct by the yard at your local fabric store. It’s not as easy 
as ordering online, but you’ll be proud of your design. Check out the Rit 
Dye website for colour ideas. 

fLoor stenciLinG
An old wood floor in rough shape is always a dilemma – to refinish 

or to paint? I’ve always wanted to try stenciling: Maybe on a third floor? 
A dark space that needs some livening up? A country kitchen? This is 
a great way to incorporate colour into a space. Buy a roll of paper at a 
craft store and create your fabulous shape. Stain or paint the entire floor 
an inspiring colour, then use your cut-out to stencil in white or another 
colour of choice. Choose wisely! Let’s not forget that this is a LOT of 
work. Forget the sweat, tears and hours of labour! How incredible is 
that end result? Stain colour suggestion: For a beautiful blue tone try 
MinWax Pearl Gray.

The ideas may be endless, but the do-it-yourself method does take 
planning and time. Most importantly, send us some photos! Everyone 
has a different approach to decorating and it’s always fun to see what our 
readers have been up to.  OH

the spumoni trend
Say the word “pastel” and I envision spumoni ice cream (yes, I love 

it) and Easter eggs. Delicious yes, but attractive? Pastels seem so faint 
compared to their primary counterparts, a weaker version of the true thing. 
But when you describe them, they’re wonderful and yummy (cotton candy, 
mint chip, lemon chiffon) or romantic and flowery (rose, lavender, wisteria). 
Maybe they’re understated, but these introverts of the colour wheel are 
whimsical, refreshing, and dreamy. What tones could better characterize 
summer? So how do we use them? It’s always fun to see these trends in print 
but how do you incorporate a trend into your otherwise permanent décor? 

eLmira stove works

photo from houseofearnest.com
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abc carpet & home

a d v i c e

Designer stephanie redmond 
answers your questions.

Unit #1 110 Frobisher Dr., 
Waterloo, Ontario

Telephone: 519.885.2357
www.floorsfirst.com/marcellacarpets

LAMINATE FLOORS

Zanzibar, Saffron from the Coordinations collection.

Total Home Design
and Project Management

passion . partnership . creativity

P: 519.621.8507  -  www.TotalHomeDesign.com

Mark Dorey
Design Consultant

Whether you are wanting to 
redesign a space or 
add a new addition, 
Total Home Design 

can transform your house 
into a home.
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B
PHOTOGRAPHY  BY  JASON  HARTOG

“All colours are the friends of their neighbours and 
the lovers of their opposites.” – Marc Chagall

Bright colours don’t just belong in 
the garden! Summer is the perfect 
season to bring some funky and fun 
décor into your home.

HOME HARDWARE
(3) Beauti-Tone Paints
A pop of bright colour is the easiest and least-
expensive way to liven up a space. Try a tropical 
blue (Island Fantasy, 1O1-6), lively green (Sublime, 
2K3-6) or watermelon pink (Glitzy Baby, 1D3-7) 
from Home Hardware’s exclusive line of paints.
Available at Home Hardware  
locations across Waterloo Region.  
Find one near you at www.homehardware.ca

THE FRUGAL DECORATOR & BOUTiqUE
(1) Peacock Pillows
Your space will look pretty as a peacock with  
the addition of these Canadian-made chartreuse  
and charcoal accent pillows.
50 Ottawa St. S., Unit 101
Kitchener
519.744.9280
www.thefrugaldecorator.ca

THE FRUGAL DECORATOR & BOUTiqUE
(2) Table Lamp
Need a little extra light for late-night summer 
reading? Add function, fun and a splash of  
colour to any room with this glass-based lamp.
50 Ottawa St. S., Unit 101
Kitchener
519.744.9280
www.thefrugaldecorator.ca

LiGHTiNG iNNOVATiON 
+ DESiGN iNC.
(4) Coral Light
Bring the ocean inside this 
summer with an LED Coral 
Light, a mesmerizing fixture 
inspired by the sea.
283 Northfield Dr. E., Unit 6
Waterloo
519.747.7200
www.lidinc.ca

BLiNDS ARE US
(5) Clear Acrylic Chair
Unobtrusive and lightweight, transparent 
acrylic chairs are ideal for small spaces. They 
may also be the most versatile furniture you’ll 
ever buy because they go with everything!
299 Manitou Dr.
Kitchener
519.893.8687
www.blindsareus.ca

GRAND VALLEY  
TiLE & CARPETS
(6) Karastan Exotics Carpeting
Go wild with this fierce zebra or 
python broadloom! These premium 
designs are as durable as they are 
fun, so you don’t need to worry 
about wearing them out.
70 Alpine Crt.
Kitchener
519.743.8300
www.grandvalleytile.com  OH
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Be your own boss, put your network to work for you, provide  
the very best advertising solutions in your community, and  
build equity in your very own business.

Each regional OUR HOMES magazine features local content,  
local homes, local style, local builders, local trades, and  
local stores.

View any regional magazine at www.ourhomesmagazine.com

Barrie . Grey Bruce . Kitchener/Waterloo . London . Mississauga .  
Muskoka . Oakville/Burlington . Ottawa . Peterborough .  

Sault Ste. Marie & Algoma . Southern Georgian Bay . Vaughan .  
Wellington County/Orangeville/Caledon . Windsor 

*And coming soon: Moncton NB . Calgary AB . Kamloops BC

Creating value, creating opportunities

Visit www.magazinefranchise.ca click on franchise opportunities.  
Or call Suzanne Strong 519.538.4528
franchise@ourhomesmagazine.com 

Join our happy and successful team and create  
maximum value for your advertisers and readers.

Did you know you can find
OUR HOMES 

in the following markets?

You can own
OUR HOMES too!

FA L L  2 0 1 1

www.ourhomesmagazine.com/oakville

plus
STYLE PICKS

FOR EVERY ROOM

CLASSIC 
CHARM
IN OAKVILLE

LOVE YOUR 

LOCAL TALENT

glorious
LIGHTING

Sophisticated Style
WITH BREJNIK FINE HOMES

PREMIERE

ISSUE

OH_Oakville_Fall_2011_W_Ads.indd   1

11-08-24   2:52 PM
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www.ourhomesmagazine.com/algoma

SEASON’S BESTSTYLE PICKS

plusPAIRING WINE & CHEESE  
SMART DECORATING IDEAS

this

3rdANNIVERSARYISSUE

PRE-FABULOUS&MARSH HALL

A DAY AT

OH_Algoma_Winter_2011_12_w_ads.indd   1

11-11-24   6:17 PM
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www.ourhomesmagazine.com/london

2Stunning 
RENOVATIONS

OH salutes
SMALL BUSINESSES

HOT WINTER

STYLE PICKS

& DESIGN IDEAS

plus
IMPRESS

YOUR GUESTS

THIS SEASON

OH_London_2011-12_w_ads.indd   1

11-12-07   6:29 PM
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www.ourhomesmagazine.com/muskoka

plus
STYLE FINDS
TAKE YOUR PICK

LAKE HOUSE 
MAKEOVER

charmerMODERN COUNTRY

DESIGNING 
WOMEN

PANACHEFURNITURE WITH 

WISHINGWinter

OH_Muskoka_Winter_2012_w_ads.indd   1

11-12-08   6:58 PM

P R E M I U M  R E G I O N A L  H O M E S  M A G A Z I N E

Subscribe or buy online:
www.ourhomesmagazine.com

Any Magazine. . .Any Region
Shipped to your Mailbox!

OUR HOMES magazines are published in:
Barrie . Kitchener/Waterloo . Grey/Bruce . London . Mississauga . Muskoka .  

Oakville/Burlington . Ottawa . Peterborough . Sault Ste. Marie & Algoma .  
Southern Georgian Bay . Vaughan . Wellington County/Orangeville/Caledon . Windsor 

*And coming soon: Durham Region ON . Moncton NB . Calgary AB . Kamloops BC
][
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www.ourhomesmagazine.com/windsor

2 fabulousNEW HOMES

FRESH SPRING style

DESIGN
LIKE A PRO

5easy ways
 TO CUT YOUR ENERGY BILLS plus

MAKE YOUR OWN SPRING ROLLS& SPARKLING STYLE PICKS
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www.ourhomesmagazine.com/ottawa

 SAVE ENERGY

THIS WINTER 

plus
EASY DECORATING IDEAS 

A NEW CHAPTER IN
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SUCCESSFUL 
RENOVATION

TIPS

IN MCKELLAR PARKhome again
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www.ourhomesmagazine.com/peterborough

plus
HST AND REAL ESTATEURBAN COTTAGE DESIGN 

ALL HANDS ON DECKS – AND DOCKS LUXE STYLE LIFESTYLE DÉCOR IN LAKEFIELD

sharing the loveAT STURGEON LAKE 

BRIGHTON’S FOREST HILL 
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11-07-11   4:00 PM

S U M M E R  2 0 1 1

www.ourhomesmagazine.com/vaughan

plus
BACKYARD MUST-HAVES

BEST BBQ BURGERS

OUTDOOR LIVING SPECIALISTS

Family 
IN MAPLE

motif

Kleinburg
DEVELOPMENT  

STEEPED IN HISTORY

BOTANICAL
Bliss
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TThere’s more to a Milla home than meets the eye 
– a beautiful, functional space that’s tailored perfectly to its owners.

Two years ago, Milla Homes built this custom home for a local family of 
four. They were the first family on their street and they don’t plan on leaving, 
especially since every design decision was made especially for them.

Upstairs, for example, instead of four bedrooms (the original plan from 
the builder), the homeowners opted for three – a tranquil master with a Juliet 
balcony overlooking the backyard and two large bedrooms for each of their 
sons. The master bedroom is separated from the master bath by a double-sided 
gas fireplace, which sits beside a soaker tub. K-W Glass Systems Inc. installed 
the mirrors and shower doors in all of the bathrooms.

BY  AdR i eNNe  BROwN
PHOTOGRAPHY  BY  JASON  HARTOG

STYled  BY  JAdwiGA  POdOwSk i

taiLor-madetreasure

LEFT: Spiral stairs connect the main-floor 
office space to an upstairs library, where 
George Milla, the owner of Milla Homes, 
stands [BELOW]. BOTTOM: A large 
painting from Paula White Diamond Art 
Gallery + Design Studio is the focal point 
of the home’s wide-open foyer. OPPOSiTE: 
This kitchen, featuring double ovens and 
plenty of work space, is a baker’s dream.
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where they started to reshape it into exactly what would work for them. 
“Sometimes we had airy-fairy ideas and they could mould them into 
something we liked,” says the homeowner.

Mark Van Dongen, General Manager of Milla Homes, says the design 
process was very collaborative. “There wasn’t a room or space in this home 
that wasn’t thought through in terms of how this family lived and how 
this area would be used.”

In particular, they spent a lot of time planning out the perfect kitchen 
for the homeowner, who is an avid baker. Now, she has a sleek, functional 
workspace and a huge island topped with granite from Guelph’s 
Graniteworx Inc., lots of storage in cabinets by Barzotti Woodworking 
(also in Guelph) and a set of double ovens so she can bake to her heart’s 
content. The whole space is lit with beautiful fixtures from Living Lighting.

Off one side of the kitchen, through a pantry and bar area, is the 
dining room, and off the other is the family’s wide-open living space. The 
homeowners decided they didn’t need both a living room and family room 

because they’d only use one, so they opted for one big living space they 
can all enjoy on a regular basis. “We never used our old living room, so we 
decided to just have one room,” says the homeowner.

And what a room it is. The living space features a beautiful gas fireplace 
and mantel topped with a television and electronics from Gibson Sound 
& Vision. Decorator Jadwiga Podowski’s work really shines here with 
a collection of beautiful throw pillows and tall plants that sit perfectly 
under square skylights at the end of the room.

“Every space was personalized. This home is a great example of what 
custom building really means,” says Van Dongen.

From the living room, the family can access its marvellous backyard. 
Red Bear Lawns and Landscaping Ltd. sculpted a beautiful yard 
around the family’s pool, which features a waterfall. 

When it’s not beautifully sunny outside, though, the family spends a 
great deal of time in the basement, which is outfitted with a home theatre 
system and long, comfortable sofas.

The space that would have been the fourth bedroom is now a common 
space where the two boys can do their homework. Conveniently, this sits 
right beside the library, which is lined with shelves of books and features 
two large chairs ideal for cosying up with a good read. The library is open 
to the foyer below and has a great view of one of three stunning paintings 
the homeowners purchased from Paula White Diamond Art Gallery + 
Design Studio. It also has a spiral staircase down to the main-level office, 
which is just off the front entrance. The windows in the foyer feature 
beautiful wrought iron inserts from Blind Ambition, a special touch 
that completes the look. 

It’s these fine, yet fun touches that make the home work for this family. 
“My kids love the spiral stairs for hide and seek,” laughs the homeowner. 
And that’s partly why they decided to build with Milla Homes – every 
detail is tailored to their needs, and nobody else’s.

Originally, the homeowners had found a resale home they liked, but 
the location wasn’t quite right. So they took the concept to Milla Homes, 

BOTTOM: The family of four spends lots of 
time poolside during the summer, especially 
when the waterfall is flowing [BELOW]. 
RiGHT: The living room’s waffle ceiling adds 
extra interest to the room, particularly with 
its two skylights. TOP FAR RiGHT: Designer 
Jadwiga Podowski helped the homeowners 
select beautiful, solid furniture for their 
living spaces. BOTTOM FAR RiGHT: The 
homeowner found her dining set while on  
a trip to North Carolina.
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There are more benefits to choosing Milla Homes than all these 
beautiful finishes though. The company puts just as much care into 
everything we can’t see in a home as what we can see. 

“At the end of the day, we incorporated a whole lot of comfort features 
as well as many technological and peace-of-mind features in a very low-
maintenance yet high-performance home,” says Van Dongen. 

The heating and cooling was taken care of by Overland RNC. Van 
Dongen says Milla Homes uses heat recovery ventilation (HRV), which 
is a dedicated mechanical ventilation system that can be set to constantly 
refresh interior air by exchanging it with outside air. This drastically 
improves the interior air quality and reduces and controls the home’s 
humidity levels.

One of the newer behind-the-scenes features is the Kitchener-made 
Power-Pipe, which can reduce household hot water heating costs by up 
to 40 per cent. According to RenewAbility Energy Inc.’s website, “The 
Power-Pipe consists of multiple coils of copper tube wrapped together 
around a copper central drain pipe. Hot water going down the drain 
transfers its heat to incoming cold water moving up the coils.”

These details set Milla Homes apart from their competitors. They’re 
so impressive, in fact, that the homeowner’s sister recently bought a Milla 
Home, too.  OH

LEFT: The homeowner’s painter 
was hesitant to hang wallpaper 
because he said it was passé and he 
hadn’t done it in years. He relented, 
and has since had plenty more 
requests to hang wallpaper, which 
is back in style! BELOW: The sleek 
master bath features big windows, 
just like the rest of the home.

519.745.2278
www.PaulaWhiteDiamond.com

Conveniently located at the Bauer Marketplace
103-187 King St. S. Waterloo

Inspire Your Space.

Kara’s Glass
CUSTOM ARCHITECTURAL & ARTISTIC GLASS

519.570.7110

www.KARASTAINEDGLASS.ca
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SEASONAL: As soon as summer weather hits, people start 

visiting Casa Bella Tile & Stone for outdoor tiles. Mary says many 

people are updating their yards or looking for nice stones for 

around their pools.

FAVOURITES: All the ladies are drawn to different tiles and 

their top picks change frequently. Right now, Mary says she likes 

patterned tiles, including some that look like grass cloth. Kim loves 

tiles in earth tones with a bit of shine. “Earth colours but not earth 

texture,” she says.

WHERE: 1254 Union St., Kitchener

519.579.8000, www.casabellatile.ca  OH

THE PLACE: Located inside the beautiful Hacienda Sarria building 

on Union Street in Kitchener, Casa Bella Tile & Stone inc. is 

obviously a first-class company. Owners Mary Werenko and Kim 

DeVries have been doing business here for five years, but they’ve 

been selling tiles for what they call “forever.” They’ve been in 

business together for about 20 years. Mary’s daughter Jennifer 

Legault joined them three years ago. Their showroom is packed 

with tile samples for every room – and for long-term use. “We show 

people how not to get caught up in trends,” says Mary.

THE STYLE: With a massive selection of sleek and modern 

designs, Casa Bella Tile & Stone has every colour, texture, shape 

and size of tile anyone could ever want. The showroom is bright 

and fresh and displays on one side of the room showcase how 

different tiles can really transform a space.

WHAT’S HOT: Mary says “fancy, fancy glass” is extremely 

popular right now. This includes cracked glass tiles, shiny mosaics 

and pretty pebble tiles. “A lot of people don’t want to commit to 

a lot of colour with tile because it’s so permanent,” says Kim. 

But touches of colour can be combined with neutrals to create  

unique looks.

PHOTOGRAPHY  BY  JASON  HARTOG

TILe In  Style

Left to right: Kim DeVries,  
Mary Werenko and Jennifer Legault.
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T
The English cottage-style garden is a 
haphazard affair. A wild and densely 
planted mixture of ornamental and 
edible plants, it represents a functional 
garden connected to working class 
citizens going back several centuries. 
Its beauty depends on charm and 
grace, rather than grandeur.
This distinct garden style originally used structured edges (usually 
rectangular) to contain a chaotic blend of shrubs, perennials, 
annuals, herbs and edibles. 

PHOTOS  ANd  STORY  BY  MelAN i e  RekOlA

THe engLIsH COTTagegarden
a mODern Take On a CLassIC

g a r d e n i n g

Continued on page 32   519.664.0225 | WWW.CREATIVELANDSCAPEDEPOT.COM

1175 KING STREET NORTH ST. JACOBS, ON N0B 2N0

 

Tri-Green Landscape Project - Creative Materials

IDEAS / INSPIRATION UNIQUE SELECTION INFORMATION CHALLENGES BUDGET CONSCIOUS

DESIGN CHOICE NETWORK SOLUTION VALUE EXCELLENCE
OUTCOME 

MORE THAN JUST A LANDSCAPE DEPOT 

30  o u r h o m e s   s u m m e r   2 0 1 2



They included slim, straight paths with whimsical furnishings and 
structures such as waddle fencing and rose arbours. The use of scrambling 
vines was and still is essential to this classic method. Busy pollinators love 
these types of gardens for their emphasis on the “flower” rather than a 
beautiful leaf or habit. What I am drawn to personally about this garden 
approach is that each year is different. The self-seeding quality of much of 
the plant materials makes the landscape change year to year, depending 
on which plant took hold the previous year. Therefore I am never bored. 

Originating in the middle ages, the emphasis of the cottage garden was 
absolutely on vegetables, herbs and even fruit trees, with ornamentals 
to fill in between. Typical plant materials used were primrose, thyme, 
calendula, violets, daisies, roses, ivy etc., but any locally found vegetation 
would do. Over time the perennials, shrubs and annuals became more 
dominant. As this style of gardening evolved, quirky arbours and rustic 
furniture were added. More stylized versions grew in the 1870s in reaction 
to more structured and high maintenance English estate gardens that 
used formal design and mass plantings of dazzling greenhouse annuals.

Modern-day cottage gardens house a wide variety of modern plant 
materials and personal variations of the more traditional English cottage 
garden. Ornamental grasses, hosta and daylily, plus new varieties of tidy 
flowering shrubs do much to modernize. Curvature has also been added, 
with wide borders and sweeping curves. Traditional roses, with their full 
fragrance and lush foliage, continue to be a cottage garden foundation 
– along with current disease-resistant varieties that keep the original 
attributes. Informal vines, both traditional and modern hybrids, are still  
a cottage garden mainstay. Self-sowing annuals and freely spreading 
perennials continue to find a place in the new cottage garden, just as 
they did in the traditional cottager’s garden. What they share with the 
tradition is the lush, relaxed look, covering every square inch, with a rich 
variety of flowers, herbs, and vegetables.

Many people are attracted to this garden style due to the “natural” 
feeling they evoke. They look as if no planning was necessary to create 
their beauty, but buyers beware. These gardens are still high maintenance. 

Weekly weeding and deadheading are necessary to keep plants looking 
even somewhat controlled. If this doesn’t scare you and you still decide that 
this is the garden-type for you, it is essential to mass plant with a smaller 
list of vegetation and repeat, rather than using a massive inventory. Create 
balance and harmony within the bed with the size of the plant, shape of 
the blooms, leaf size and habit. But remember, an English cottage garden 
is all about surprise! Consider hedging such as privet to contain and give a 
neater appearance, and use mulch to make weeding less of a chore. If using 
potted plants, keep pots the same colour. They can be different sizes and 
shapes, but by keeping the colour consistent, you are creating a foundation 
for the plantings. They don’t have to be a neutral colour like clay or brown. 
Consider a bold colour such as royal blue or yellow. Such pops of colour, 
although not traditional, can be seen in many current day English cottage 
gardens and will keep your landscape up to date.

 Gardens are forever growing and changing and this is what keeps us 
enamoured with them. Let them have a little more freedom and you may 
be surprised. Sometimes Mother Nature makes a better combination than 
what we can ever imagine ourselves.  OH

g a r d e n i n g

Award Winning Landscape Design & Construction.

www.quietnature.ca      |       519.632.5218      |       888.876.0110
Let Our Passion for the Outdoors – Living, Working, Playing – Become Your Passion for the Outdoors. 

Landscape Architects & Contractors

Member of:

wards
of Excellence
WINNER
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Luckily, a few small changes can take your laundry routine from 

harmful to healthy. These eco-friendly laundry habits are better for the 
environment and, in some cases, for your health too.

start with efficient machines
If you’re in the market for a new washer and dryer, this is the perfect 
opportunity to choose energy-efficient appliances, which use less energy 
and water than conventional machines. Look for the blue-and-white Energy 
Star logo, which marks appliances that use 10 to 50 per cent less energy and 
water than standard models. Front-loading washing machines are also a 
great choice because they use less water and less energy than top-loaders.

If your current machines are still healthy and you’re not ready to invest 
in new ones, there are still a few simple steps to make running them easier 
on the environment.

About 90 per cent of the energy expended to wash clothes comes from 
heating water. Set your machine to use cold water to save all that energy. 
Cold water is also easier on your clothes, so they should last longer.

It’s important to always wash full loads – but don’t overstuff. Running 
your washing machine for just a few items wastes water. However, 
overstuffing it means the machine is working overtime, which could mean 
a shorter lifespan for your appliance.

choose or make naturaL products
If you want to wash with soaps that are gentle on the earth and your 
clothes, shop for cleaning products that are plant-based, rather than 
petroleum-based, then choose the most concentrated product. Anything 
larger is likely the same product just watered down. 

Just like food, the fewer ingredients and chemicals on a label, the 
better. But if you’d rather make your own cleaning solutions, it’s as easy as 
mixing up products you likely already have in your cupboards. Everything 
from vinegar and lemon juice to baking soda and borax can be used to 
clean your clothes. 

For example, a simple solution of about 1/2 cup of white vinegar, 1/4 cup of 
baking soda and 3 cups of water can be mixed together in a spray bottle and 
used as a natural stain remover for tough spots before clothes go in the washer.

Similarly, a cup of vinegar during your rinse cycle will soften your 
clothes just as well as any fabric softener – and you’ll avoid all the toxic, 
flammable chemicals associated with those.

dryinG
Efficient drying starts right in the washer: if you’re planning on tossing 
damp clothes into the dryer next, choose the highest spin cycle in the 
washer first, which will remove plenty of moisture and reduce your 
drying time.

Dryer sheets may make your clothes and towels feel like a dream, 
but they’re actually chockfull of chemicals that are both bad for the 
environment and your health. You can get the same static-busting effect 
from dryer balls, which you can use over and over.

Better yet, ditch the dryer altogether and hang your clothes to dry. 
In summer, put them out on a clothesline to blow in the wind. You don’t 
have to damage Mother Nature to dry your clothes – she’ll dry them for 
you! In winter, hang a clothesline in your laundry room, use a drying rack 
or hang clothes on hangers around the house. This is a bonus when dry 
winter air is at its worst because damp laundry helps add moisture to the 
air without having to plug in a humidifier.

dry cLeaninG
Traditional dry cleaning methods use a cocktail of chemicals just to get 
clothes “clean.” These can cause everything from eye, nose and throat 
irritation to liver and kidney damage – and they don’t stay at the cleaners, 
they come home on your clothes. 

Instead of taking clothes labeled as “dry clean only” to a conventional 
dry cleaner, shop around for more eco-friendly options. Find a cleaner that 
uses carbon dioxide or try a professional wet cleaning company instead. 
They’ll treat your delicates as gently as any dry cleaner and their methods 
are far more eco-friendly.  OH

BY  AdR i eNNe  BROwN

earth friendly
LaunDry

Nothing compares to the scent of fresh, 
clean laundry. Unfortunately, sometimes 
Mother Nature takes a big hit when we 
use lots of energy, water and chemicals to 
achieve that comforting smell.

g r e e n  l i v i n g

online Find a recipe for eco-friendly laundry detergent
at www.ourhomesmagazine.com/laundrydetergent

471 Hespeler Rd. Cambridge: 519.624.1499
575 Woodlawn Rd. W. Guelph: 519.837.2120    

www.sarmazian.com
CARPET • LAMINATE • VINYL • HARDWOOD • TILE • AREA RUGS
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W
“We drew the plans for this house on a piece of paper. 
We wouldn’t change a thing.”

Jen and Perry had a specific vision for their Laurelwood home. With their builder, 
Dave Wilton, they took their plans to home designer John DeVos of DeVos Design 
& Drafting to ensure it met building code requirements. “We didn’t know about the 
width of hallways or stairwells and John brought our vision to life. By designing it 
ourselves, we could include details like separate walk-in closets or a storage area for 
my extra dishes. We had a good idea about what we couldn’t live without,” says Jen.

BY  l i SA  MACCOll
PHOTOGRAPHY  BY  JASON  HARTOG
STYled  BY  Al i SON  HABeRMeHl

a naTuraLbeauty

TOP LEFT: The home’s beautiful backyard 
seating area was created by Monarch 
Landscape. MiDDLE LEFT: Solid stairs 
flanked by large planters connect the upper 
and lower levels of the yard. LEFT: The 
home’s bright kitchen is both inviting and 
functional. ABOVE: A large dining room, 
just off the kitchen, is ideal for family 
gatherings and formal meals. OPPOSiTE 
TOP: Inside the front door, the homeowners 
have created a gallery wall with photos of 
their parents, grandparents and great-
grandparents, some of which they collected 
from other family members. OPPOSiTE 
BOTTOM: The floor pattern in the parlour 
is repeated in the dining room and great 
room, all on the main level.

Continued on page 38
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Once the structural details were tailored and in place, Jen and Perry 
were ready to translate the individual rooms into an extension of their 
style, ready to make it their home. They hired interior decorator Alison 
Habermehl from hd Style Studio to create a space that met the needs of 
the couple and their young children. “We balanced child-friendly spaces 
with a space they could entertain in,” says Habermehl. “We also wanted 
to showcase their curated collectibles and art collection.” They created 
different zones and made use of built-in shelves and display units.

The great room is one of the most-used spaces in the home. It features 
a two-storey vaulted ceiling, skylights and a striking fireplace topped 
by shutters and a wrought-iron decoration custom made for the space 
by Artefacts Salvage & Design. hd Style Studio designed a tufted 
ottoman with storage for the kids’ toys and books. Some of the couple’s 
artwork, including an abstract painting by family friend Patrick Bugeja 
and a painting by Charles Sucsan, decorates the walls.

From the great room, three sets of French doors open onto the 
adjoining sunroom. The doors can be opened to add space for parties or to 
provide air flow in the summer. “The great room was more of a challenge 
than I expected,” says Jen. “Riley Painting Corp. did a fabulous job, but 
I would get a phone call and have to decide how far up the wall I wanted 
the main colour to be in the great room while people stood on a scaffold 
waiting for me to decide. The perfect accent for the fireplace took time, 
but was worth the wait.” 

Built by Wilton Custom 
Homes Ltd., the house backs 
onto Laurel Creek Conservation 
Area and overlooks a pond and 
woodlot. Monarch Landscape 
took care of all the landscaping, 
which includes privacy features 
such as a curtain that can be pulled 
across the lower-level seating area. 
Stone walls and wooden lattice 
panels child-proof the space. The 
property features a two level deck 
and patio, including a built-in 
stone “man-becue” accessed from 
the kitchen door. “Monarch was 
great to work with. They listened 
and created a space that fit our 
needs,” says Jen.

Panagos & Van Flooring provided and installed all the flooring. 
The main floor hallway, kitchen, sunroom and bathrooms are finished in 
travertine. The great room, living room, dining room, hallway and office 
feature Lauzon hardwood floors with a contrasting inlay. The inlay and 
flooring colour in the living room and the great room are reversed to add 
visual interest. The pattern of the inlay is also mimicked in the tile mosaic 
backsplash in the kitchen above the stove. The kitchen features granite 
countertops, cabinetry by Olympia Cabinets K-W Corp. and French 
doors that open right onto the upper deck.

Alison Habermehl from hd Style Studio helped 
the homeowners find just the right item to hang 
above the fireplace in the great room,  
a wrought iron piece from Artefacts Salvage & 
Design in St. Jacobs set between wood shutters. 
ABOVE LEFT: Jen, the homeowner, sits down 
with Alison for a visit in the conservatory. 
ABOVE RiGHT: Every piece of art and décor  
was carefully hand-picked by Alison and Jen  
to complete each and every space.

Soft and comfortable  
décor in the master  

bedroom creates a warm, 
calming space. TOP LEFT:  

The bird and butterfly patterned 
wallpaper between the master 

bedroom and bath is a favourite 
feature for both Jen and Alison. 

BELOW LEFT: The landing  
at the top of the stairs is open 
and airy with built-in shelving 

and a reading nook.

Continued on page 40
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Jen admits the chaise in the sunroom is her favorite place to sit and 
read. It looks out on Laurel Creek Conservation Area, and it is a serene and 
inviting space. The chairs and chaise were specially designed and provided 
an inspiring starting point for the seating areas outside on the patio.

Personal touches reflect Jen and Perry’s practical attention to detail. A 
sitting area at the top of the stairs has a good reading light and a basket of 
books so that Jen can sit and read while her kids drift off to sleep. 

Jen has her own space in the lower level, too. At the bottom of the 
stairs, she has a cosy, functional craft room. Around the corner, her 
collection of blue and white antiques inspired the décor for the spare 
bedroom. It features an antique white wrought iron bed. Custom made 
shelves by Artefacts Salvage & Design display Jen’s antique blue-ware 
plate collection. “We started out needing a place to showcase my plates, 
and ended up with a room that is fresh and inviting,” says Jen. 

The main space includes a play area for kids and comfortable chairs for 
adults. The chairs and games table by the fireplace are from Cornerstone 
Home Interiors. The built-in shelves on either side were designed by hd 
Style Studio and created by Mike Bebenek Carpentry. On an opposing 
wall is a set of framed bird prints that Alison says took a great deal of 
time to choose. “Jen and I chose each picture individually, and considered 
things like what direction each bird was looking so that each print worked 
perfectly with all the others.” 

Alison describes the home as intimate. “Everything in the home has 
been personally chosen,” she says. “The collections are curated and every 
detail has been carefully thought out.” 

Jen calls it a classic country home with modern touches. “At the end 
of the day, it’s our home and we wanted to be comfortable living here and 
I wouldn’t change a thing.”  OH

BELOW: The guest bedroom (inspired by Jen’s blue 
and white dishes) in the lower level gives visitors their 
own space. RiGHT: Jen can create beautiful things in a 
beautiful room, thanks to her specially-designed craft 
area. BOTTOM: The lower level living space is designed 
for adults and kids alike. A children’s play space off to one 
side balances out the stylish “play” area for adults. 

CAMBRIDGE  SHOWROOM  150 Holiday Inn Dr.  |   519-658-9313  
HANOVER SHOWROOM  170-3rd St.  |   519-364-3800
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“Deer Ridge Estates”

SUPERIOR BUILDER 
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A GoldenEye Developments 
home is built with superior 
materials and outstanding 
workmanship. ‘Chervin’ 
cabinetry, ‘Ostaco’ windows, 
granite, marble, hardwood, 
heated tile floors and hand 
etched glass.    

Contemporary sophistication 
all planned with An EYE for 
you!  

Lots and plans available. . . 
for the discerning buyer.

Royal LePage Scharf Realty 
Brokerage 
50 Westmount Rd N 
Waterloo, ON  
(519) 747-2040 (519)658-7367     (519)590-6155

Kim Bambury-Al Nan Schmidt                     
Sales Representatives
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1. it’s all in the lighting
Lighting is the one thing that can either make or break the overall ambience 
in a room. When coming up with a lighting plan, I always make sure that 
adjustable pot lights on a dimmer are a part of it. They’re great because the 
lights can be positioned to highlight or draw the eye away from a particular 
area. A dimmer switch is a feature that you’ll learn you can’t live without, 
helping set the mood that you are trying to achieve depending on what 
you’re doing in the space (and the best part is it’s only temporary).

2. mirror, mirror on the wall
Mirrors are a staple in any décor – especially in small spaces. Mirrors can make 
the room feel and look bigger than it really is, reflect light and add the perfect 
amount of sparkle to the space. The larger the mirror, the greater the results. 

3. the exploration of texture
Experimenting with a variety of materials is a very good trick to use when 
it comes to a well-decorated space. It’s not only about using a bunch 
of different fabrics, but different finishes too. A room that has varying 
textures is more visually appealing, and will help guide the eye around the 
space rather than having it focus on one point. I like to mix metal, glass, 
wood and painted pieces all together.

4. adding personality with artwork
People tend to shy away from bringing artwork into a space, simply 
because they’re unsure of how to position it on the wall. A rule of thumb 
is that the middle of the artwork should be at eye level. Artwork should 
be hung no more then seven-to-10 inches above a table, and five-to-eight 
inches above a sofa. You can also always rest your artwork on a surface 
and lean the piece against the wall.

5. comfort and colour
Furniture feeling bare and bland? Cushions are the cure! They can add 
pops of colour and comfort! Experiment here with pattern and colour that 
you might have been nervous about putting on the walls.

6. visual interest through varying heights
When decorating, be sure that the accessories you use are at varying 
heights; having everything at one level creates much less interest.

7. Back in time
I like rooms that look like they’ve taken years to put together, even if they 
haven’t, and bringing in mid-century pieces of furniture is just the way to 
do that. I believe that every space should have at least one mid-century 
piece in it somewhere! 

8. feeling blue
The colour blue is my go-to accent hue. You can almost never go wrong 
if you stick within a monochromatic scheme with various tones of this 
soothing colour. 

9. always an excuse to buy yourself flowers
It’s great if you can have fresh flowers in your place all of the time, but it’s 
especially nice to purchase them when you’re expecting house guests. 
Flowers will cheer up any space and make it feel more welcoming. 

10. adding your touch 
Even the most stunning pieces of furniture sometimes need to be dressed 
up a bit to feel warm and inviting – an entryway console table for example. 
Put one or two ottomans underneath it to make it feel more full, and style 
the top of it with accessories and books to give it your personal touch.  OH

10 designer

  seCreTs
BY  YAN iC  S iMARd

Wel l-k now n Canad ian 
designer Yanic Simard offers 
his top 10 tips on adding 
the “cherry on top” to your 
latest renovation project.

You might think that once the walls 
are freshly painted, and the furniture 
is all in place in your newly designed 
room that it’s time to sit back, relax 
and enjoy the space – wrong! You’ve 

got one last (the most important!) step to go, which is, of course, 
adding the finishing touches. Think of it as adding the “cherry on 
top.” It doesn’t look (or taste) as good until you’ve done that.

photo by brandon barre

photo by brandon barre
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7 COLBY COURT, WATERLOO, ON N2V 1Y9   TEL: 519.886.4000 | WWW.DAVIDBOYES.COM 

SPACE PLANNING • KITCHEN & BATH DESIGNS • RENOVATION
FURNITURE & TAILORED WINDOW TREATMENTS • TILE & FLOORING  • FABRICS

DBHC DESIGN SOURCE

“ Y o u  s h o u l d  s e e  w h a t  y o u r  h o m e  c a n  b e … ”
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Alpaerts agrees that a reverse mortgage can be a good thing for 

the right people in the right circumstances but cautions her clients to 
consult with the appropriate professionals before going ahead. “Besides a 
mortgage broker, they should have an accountant, a financial advisor and 
a lawyer on their team,” she says.

“It can be a good solution if you outlive the equity in your house, but 
if you outlive the money, it can be detrimental.”  OH

This is the perfect scenario for taking a reverse mortgage, according to 
Carmen Alpaerts, an experienced mortgage broker in Ontario. “A reverse 
mortgage is using the equity in your house as collateral for a loan. It is 
tax-free money and you don’t have to make monthly payments to pay it 
back,” she explains. Alpaerts is a long-time mortgage broker who has won 
several national and provincial awards.

While this sounds too good to be true, there are catches and it’s 
not for everyone – ergo the profile above of a couple for whom a reverse 
mortgage works. In fact, in her nearly 30 years as a mortgage broker, 
Alpaerts estimates that she’s only done about 20 of them, in comparison 
to thousands of regular mortgages. But she expects this type of financing 
to become more popular because of the ageing demographic. According 
to Statistics Canada, the number of Canadians over the age of 65 will rise 
from 4.7 million in 2010 to 9.3 million in 2030.

What is a reverse mortgage? According to the Canadian Home Income 
Plan (CHIP, a chartered bank) website, “A reverse mortgage is secured by 
the equity in your home. Unlike a traditional mortgage in which you make 
regular payments to someone else, a reverse mortgage pays you.”

There are conditions and limitations. The borrower and his/her spouse 
must be 55 or older, but you can get a larger loan if you’re older. You can 
only get up to 50 per cent of the value of the equity in your home. The loan 
is tax-free and no payments are due until the property is sold. Interest is 
usually a little higher than that charged on traditional mortgages and is 
compounded on the principle from the time of borrowing.

Taking a reverse mortgage on their rural property was the answer 
for George and Maxine Scott. At 78 and 73 respectively, they were facing 
mounting credit card and other debt and had $180,000 still owing on a 
first mortgage, but their house was appraised at $390,000.  

Alpaerts helped them navigate a rather complicated situation by 
securing a private second mortgage because the $140,000 available 
through reverse mortgage wasn’t sufficient to pay off the first and take 
care of the debts.  

“People have misgivings (about reverse mortgages) because 
the interest multipl ies on the principle,  but it ’s  a good way 
to get money and not have to make payments,” explains George. 
“Property (value) is going up around here, so it’s good for us,”  
adds Maxine.

r e a l  e s t a t e

BY  J i l l  e ll i S
i l luSTRAT iON  BY  SHe i lA  BR i TTON

Is a reverse mOrTgage

rIgHT fOr you?
You’re living the Canadian dream of 
owning a beautiful home. You bought 
your house right after you got married 
20 or 30 years ago and have been steadily 
paying down the mortgage, and now 
there’s considerable equity built up. 

online Is a reverse mortgage right for you? Find out at 
www.ourhomesmagazine.com/reversemortgage

pros:
•	 allows owner(s) to stay in home
•	 no payments until house sells, borrower/spouse  

dies or moves out of house
•	 Loan is tax free
•	 no credit, income or health qualifications necessary
•	 provides money for travel or to pay bills
•	 makes money available for investment, increasing  

monthly cash flow
•	 can use money to pay for child’s college or help  

with their finances (early inheritance)
•	 can make funds available for catastrophic illness

cons:
•	 compounded interest causes equity to diminish quickly
•	 interest is higher than on traditional mortgages
•	 heirs won’t receive benefit of equity in home
•	 there are legal and appraisal fees

kicker:
according to chip: men (44%) are much more likely 
than women (28%) to consider this option. regionally, 
Quebecers (47%) are the most inclined to say they’ll 
consider leveraging their home equity.

Call OVERLAND RNC to Find the Air Conditioner 
for you. 1.888.837.OVER (6837)

45 Otonabee Drive, Unit C Kitchener, Ontario N2C 1L7

www.OVERLANDHVAC.com

Stay Cool this Summer.
Stay Warm next Winter.
Stay Cool this Summer.
Stay Warm next Winter.

Opening The Door To More Comfortable Homes
Since 1983

Visit Our Showroom at 969 Guelph Street, Kitchener • 519-579-6000
www.formafence.com

• Engineered 100% PVC  Vinyl • UV Protected  • Available in a Variety of  Colours
• 50 Year Non-Prorated Warranty

Your no maintenance solution to beautiful outdoor living.

Exceptional custom designs to
enhance the look of your backyard or home.
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J“When you visit, you’re going to see us in every corner of the depot,” 
says Jordan.

The pair of brothers, along with their father, Monty Ward, and his 
wife, Iris Ng, own and operate Creative Landscape Depot in St. Jacobs.

Eight years ago, the business started as a landscape maintenance and 
construction company. Within two years, with lots of clients and plenty 
more demand, growth was inevitable. Jordan says the next logical step 
was to house their own inventory, so they bought a wide lot in St. Jacobs 
and began to set up shop. 

Waterloo Region homeowners and contractors began flocking to 
Creative Landscape Depot for all their needs and this became the focus 
of the family business. They soon eliminated their maintenance and 
construction offerings to focus on supplying other businesses with a wide 
range of natural stone, decorative stone, topsoil and mulch. 

“Because we started at the installation level, I think we understand the 
product well,” says Jordan. “It’s been six years since I’ve put my hands on 
a project and I miss it,” he says. “But now I get to connect with so many 
clients and lots of projects at one time.”

Jordan and Ryan Ward are hands-on guys. They know that if you want something 
done right, you have to do it yourself – and they do, happily. 

Lords
Of THe LanDsCaPe

BY  AdR i eNNe  BROwN //  PHOTOGRAPHY  BY  JASON  HARTOG

Having been on both ends of the business, everyone knows how to 
work with trades people, as well as customers who come in themselves. 
“We like to share in their ideas and insight,” says Jordan. “Many people 
may not have had that resource before.”

He enjoys the chance to work with homeowners who are often 
intimidated by shopping for landscaping products. But now, with everyone 
at Creative Landscape Depot able to offer guidance on projects from idea 
to installation, people don’t have to feel so clueless – whether 
they’re doing it themselves or hiring a contractor.

“What has separated us is that we’re owner-operated,” 
says Jordan. “We’re interested in the day-to-day with 
every client – whether they’re spending one dollar or 
$100,000.” Everyone has a vested interest in making sure 
every customer’s requirements are met or, ideally, exceeded.

According to Jordan, it also helps that he has a creative background 
and the family is full of avid travellers. They often draw inspiration from 
what they’ve seen across the globe and Creative Landscape Depot has 
started to source and import product from around the world.

“But it’s not just about filling the bins,” says Ryan. “It’s about being 
involved with the homeowner.” They engage people with terms they can 
understand and talk through projects as long as people need.

Jordan says their vision was to become a real boutique and to be able 
to offer top quality products. Six years later, they are that boutique, yet 
they know they have to keep working hard to remain the region’s top 
source for unique products.

“A stone yard can be perceived as cold and industrial,” says Jordan, but 
not theirs. They try to create a clean, organized environment so everyone, 
even families with kids, feels comfortable walking around.

They’ve also hired staff who share their vision and are just as 
knowledgeable about all the products as they are. Anyone at Creative 
Landscape Depot can work with either architects or homeowners and is 
sociable, educated, easy going and connected to the industry. You might 
say the staff has been selected as carefully as the products.

“When people come to Creative Landscape Depot, they say everyone is 
intelligent, knows what they’re talking about and has a positive attitude,” 
says Jordan. And that’s exactly how he wants it to be.  OH
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Let’s face it. There’s nothing like a weed-free, well manicured carpet 
of emerald green. Kids love to roll around on it. (Dogs too!) And 
homeowners take great pride in admiring the fruits of their labour. 
We go to great lengths to attain the perfect lawn. In fact, we’ve been 
using pesticides, herbicides and chemicals since the ‘40s… in pursuit 
of that ideal verdant masterpiece.
 
Now that the use of chemicals has been widely prohibited, 
homeowners have no choice but to go organic if they want lush 
green lawns. 

Chemicals were originally designed for one purpose - to kill 
living organisms - and their impact on the environment has been 
devastating and irreversible. These toxins contaminate groundwater, 
eliminate unsuspecting species, threaten our health, and harm the 
soil AND the grass itself. 

Once you decide to “go green,” throw out all those preconceived notions 
about lawns and weeds. (Some weeds, like clover, are beneficial to your 
lawn, taking nitrogen from the air and adding it to the soil). Healthy, 
attractive lawns DO NOT require chemicals for survival. 

The greening of our Lawns
tips on how to Grow a chemicaL-free Lawn

“returning your landscape to a healthy, biologically stable environment may 
be one of the greatest contributions you can make to future generations.”

Carol smyser, nature’s Design

1. START WiTH SOiL: It’s the foundation for a healthy, organic lawn. 
Test it yourself. If the earth breaks apart, add more compost (organic 
material). If it holds together, you’re good to go! You might consider 
doing a pH test to determine if your soil is alkaline, acidic or neutral. 

2. AERATE: (early spring or late fall) Soil aeration is essential for 
improved drainage and oxygen absorption. Walk around your lawn 
wearing an old pair of golf shoes, or rent an aerator or spiked roller.

3. RAkE: (early spring after the grass dries, before weeds start 
germinating) Rake and remove dead leaves and debris. Use a 
de-thatching or stiff rake to increase air circulation and prevent 
fungal growth.

4. FEED: (early to mid-May) Liquid seaweed encourages growth by 
adding vital nutrients and hormones to your lawn. Use a hose-end 
sprayer and one-ounce per 1,000 sq. ft.

5. FERTiLizE NATURALLY: (late May/early June & late 
September/early October) After aerating, weeding and before seeding, 
apply a granular, organic fertilizer (nitrogen, phosphorous and 
potassium) or spread finished compost, manure and/or topsoil over 
your lawn. Apply in the fall, after the first hard frost (when growth has 
stopped, before your lawn turns brown). Lightly rake and water well. 

6. OVERSEEDiNG: (spring or late summer) Replenish your lawn 
with hardy, pest resistant grass species. Seeds germinate in cool, 
moist conditions.

7. WATER DEEPLY & iNFREqUENTLY: Water deeply (about 
one inch), early morning or evening, once a week. Shallow, frequent 
watering stresses your lawn, making it less tolerant to drought and 
more susceptible to pests. 

8. MOW HiGH: A University of Guelph research study found that 
cutting your grass high (three-inch mower setting) denies weeds 
sunlight (discouraging growth), keeps your soil cool and moist, and 
prevents evaporation. A sharp blade avoids grass tearing. 

9. MULCH: Grass clippings are free, full of organic matter and 
nutrients, and increase soil fertility by up to 30 per cent. A mulching 
mower/blade evenly spreads clippings over your lawn, allowing quick 
decomposition. Mulching creates a self-sustainable lawn – less work 
for you AND the planet! 

10. MONiTOR: Keep an eye out for weeds, pests and diseases. 
For every lawn problem, there’s an organic solution. In time, a 
healthy, organic lawn will crowd out weeds and become resistant to  
insect problems.  OH

BY  Jude  wAYlANd

TO HELP YOU MAkE THAT SWiTCH TO ‘GREEN’, HERE ARE 10 SiMPLE
STEPS TO GROWiNG AND MAiNTAiNiNG A CHEMiCAL-FREE, HEALTHY LAWN:

o u t d o o r  l i v i n g

We’re a shade above the Rest

bl inds • shutters • drapery • home accents

519.893.8687
299 Manitou Dr., Kitchener (between Homer Watson & Wabanaki)

www.blindsareus.ca

Trust • Knowledge • Integrity

Block the Heat and Glare but keep your View with 
Sunshades for your Deck or Patio
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TILE & GROUT CLEANING & RESEALING

www.sparkleancontractors.com

Call NOW for a FREE no-obligation estimate!

Carl Klomp (owner)

519-998-5004

BEFORE       AFTER

BEFORE       AFTER

BEFORE       AFTER

FREE

DEMO!

OTHER SERVICES AVAILABLE:
• Environmentally safe, dry foam carpet & upholstery cleaning.
• Specializing in cleaning delicate fibers.
• Mattress cleaning.
• Oriental Rug cleaning. Pick-up & delivery.
• Leather furniture cleaning, repairing, re-dyeing & re-upholstering.
• Interiors of cars, boats & motorhomes.

KITCHENS •  BATHROOMS •  SUNROOMS •  HALLS  •  SHOWERS •  SLATE  STONE •  TRAVESTIN & MORE

Residential & Commercial | Certified & Insured
Satisfaction Guaranteed

FREE - No Obligation- Estimates

* Before & after photos 
portray typical results

VISIT OUR WEBSITE FOR MORE AMAZING 
BEFORE & AFTER PHOTOS

LEATHER REPAIR  • CLEANING

COLOUR CHANGE • RE-DYING

BEFORE       AFTER

BEFORE       AFTER

SPARkLEAN
SparKlean is proud to be listed as one of Ontario’s few dry 

foam extraction carpet cleaners. We are building a reputation 
by bringing a new approach to cleaning 
that will truly, “Revolutionize the 
Carpet Cleaning Industry.” Through 
the guarantees we provide, along with 
the support given in our web site, we 
plan on supplying all of our clients 
with the best long term carpet cleaning 
service possible. By building a life long 
relationship with each of our clients, 
we believe that with your help this 
objective can be met. 

Other Services Available:
• Tile & Grout Cleaning & Resealing
• Environmentally safe, dry foam carpet and upholstery  

         cleaning
• Specializing in cleaning delicate fibers
• Mattress Cleaning
• Oriental Rug Cleaning, Pick-up & Delivery.
• Leather furniture cleaning, repairing, re-dyeing &  

         re-upholstering
• Interiors of Cars, Boats & Motorhomes

Residential & Commercial, Certified & Insured, Satisfaction 
Guaranteed, FREE - No Obligation Estimates
www.sparkleancontractors.com • 519.998.5004
(Please see ad on page 50)

MARCELLA CARPETS
Beautiful Floors Start With Marcella Carpets! 
Marcella Carpets is owned and operated out of Waterloo, 

Ontario. Nick is the engine that drives Marcella Carpets. Nick 
has owned and operated retail 
flooring stores for over 25 
years. Before becoming an 
entrepreneur Nick was also an 
installer. He has over 40 years 
experience in the flooring 
industry. Nick is one of the full 
time estimator’s that Marcella 
has on staff to make sure you 
have no surprises when the 
job is being done. Nick would like for all of his customers to 
have the best experience and best quality of workmanship 
and product possible. Marcella does not provide pushy sales 
people, instead they will provide quality product, professional 
and knowledgeable sales staff as well as installers and service 
that is always presented with a smile.

Marcella Carpets service the Tri-city area of Waterloo, 
Kitchener and Cambridge. They also service surrounding areas. 
Marcella holds many known brand names such as Lauzon®, 
Kraus®, Mannington®, Armstong®, and many more!
Located at 110 Frobisher Drive in Waterloo
Call 519.885.2357 or visit online at  
www.floorsfirst.com/marcellacarpets (Please see ad on page 16)

NAN SCHMiDT – ROYAL LEPAGE SCHARF REALTY
For the past 9 years Nan has been providing real estate 

services in Kitchener/Waterloo and the surrounding areas.  
As a real estate professional Nan brings 
prior business experience in Human 
Resources Management and Sales, as 
well as renovating and selling properties, 
to help her clients find the home of their 
dreams. Her warm and professional 
manner combined with knowledge of 
the local area and carefully listening to 
client needs and wants has helped build 

a stellar reputation. Many referrals by past clients indicate 
satisfaction with the services she provides. Nan’s top priority 
is to find her clients the ideal house or to achieve the maximum 
when selling.

Nan has earned the Royal LePage President’s Gold Award 
numerous times (top 10% in Canada) and is currently working 
on a SRES Designation (Senior’s Real Estate Specialist).

Nan recently teamed up with long time real estate 
professional Kim Bambury-Al. As a team Nan and Kim can 
provide continuous coverage for their clients 7 days a week. 
They offer a comprehensive package of printed materials for 
sellers and guides for buyers. Helping you is what we do!
If you’d like more information you can contact Nan at 
519.590.6155 (direct), 519.747.2040 (office) or  
email nan@royallepage.ca (Please see ad on page 41)

kiM BAMBURY-AL – ROYAL LEPAGE SCHARF REALTY
Selling a home? You need a Realtor® who can do a thorough 

and thoughtful analysis of the value of your property in the 
current marketplace and plan a comprehensive marketing 
programme to give your property maximum exposure and the 
highest possible selling price.

Buying a Home? You need a Realtor® who will understand 
your circumstances and be sensitive to 
your preferences. You need someone 
with good judgement, credibility and 
experience. 

Kim is a full time Professional with 
over 24 years of experience. A member 
of KWAR, Kim has been a member of the 
Professional Standards and Discipline 
Committees,  member of  NAGAB 

(National Assoc. of Green Agents and Brokers), “ReLoPro” 
designated Registered Relocation Specialist with Royal LePage.  
Kim has attained the “Award of Excellence” and “Long Service 
Award” for consistently achieving the “Presidents Gold Award” 
(top 10% of sales in Canada for RLP).

Kim has recently teamed up with real estate professional 
Nan Elizabeth Schmidt. Together, Kim and Nan can provide 
continuous coverage for their clients 7 days a week.

Helping you is what we do! 
For more information contact Kim at 519.658.7367(direct) 
519.747.2040 (office) or kimba@royallepage.ca 
(Please see ad on page 41)

A MISCELLANy OF THE NEW,  
NEAT, uNIquE, AND FABuLOuS IN  

CAMBRIDGE, KITCHENER, WATERLOO & REGION
>> Source It

OUR HOMES SPECIAL ADVERTISING FEATURE 
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the only builder
offering purchasers a unique 
combination of hi-enviro sustainable 
and energy effi cient home designs 
combined with the highest calibre 
of exquisite standard fi nishes in new 
home construction in Waterloo.

Our difference in design and 
innovation will set your home apart.

Live comfortably today, tomorrow 
and always in a home marked 
by excellence.

PROUD TO BE

fast facts
39% ...Reduce your impact 
on the environment. Our homes 
emit 39% less of a carbon footprint 
compared to homes built in 
2011 and even more for all other 
older homes.

70,000...Milla provides 
you with over $70,000 in interior 
allowances to create the home you 
have always imagined.

29% ...Less in annual heating 
costs in comparison to homes built 
in 2011 and even more for all other 
older homes.

83...Our EnerGuide® rating for 
2012 which is over and above the 
Ontario Building Code Standards 
rating of EnerGuide® 70. 
Milla continually institutes 
features and technologies to 
forge ahead as a leader in the 
homebuilding industry.

GET ALL THE FACTS  @ MillaHomes.com 

MILLA BUILDS

• Laurel Creek Village | North-West Waterloo
One lot remaining backing onto trail, starting from $550,000

• Creekside Estates | Laurelwood, Waterloo
55-65’ wide executive estate lots
starting from $782,900

• Carriage Crossing | Rim Park, Waterloo
64’ wide executive estates lots
starting from $850,000

Erbsville Rd. Columbia St. W.

         
                       Laurelwood Dr.

SITE Fischer Hallm
an Rd. N.

Creekside Dr.

N

WATERLOO

LEARN MORE AT MILLAHOMES.COM OR CALL MARK AT 519-242-4230

CREEKSIDE ESTATES SHOW HOME   OPEN SUN-TUES 1-4PM

550 WERNI COURT N2V 2S7

our homes is committed to ensuring the businesses above appear under the correct headings. To make a correction, or to have your business 
listed under more than one heading, please email  tracie@ourhomesmagazine.com. To have your business listed in our Home Resource Directory, call 
905.875.3509  or 905.699.0727 to advertise.
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our homes attracts the area’s finest businesses to advertise in our pages, and utilize our unparalleled distribution and coffee-table appeal to 
market their products and services. We’re making it easier for you, our readers, to become educated as you plan your home-and real estate-related 
purchasing decisions. View these business ads online at www.ourhomesmagazine.com/waterloo

The listings below are organized alphabetically by industry.
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f i n i s h i n g  t o u c h

I too am guilty of this habit, getting wines 
that are truly special and then letting them 
waste away waiting for just the right time to 
open them.  It seems that sparkling wines suffer 
this fate even more so than still wines.

This reminds me of a cute story about my 
friend’s adorable father. She would occasionally 
bring a bottle of wine to him as a gift. On later 
visits she would notice the unopened bottles 
and ask, “Why don’t you drink them?” His reply 
would be, “No, no, those are too good to drink!”  

These days there are a wealth of different 
styles and price points when it comes to 
sparkling wine. Many different countries offer 
wines that sparkle and for our purposes of 
making cocktails we are going to look at a few 
of these. 

Prosecco is a sparkling wine from the north 
of Italy. It’s a light, refreshing wine with hints of 
pear and almonds. On the northwestern corner 
of Italy in Piemonte we find Moscato d’Asti and 
Asti, both are wonderfully aromatic sparklers 
that add lots of intoxicating f loral notes to  
your cocktail. 

Cava is another terrific sparkling wine that 
comes from the area surrounding Barcelona in 
Spain. This wine is made with an interesting 
handful of indigenous Spanish grapes and has an 
earthy aroma with flavours of apple and lemon. 
In France, you’ll find many sparkling wines that 
are far less expensive than Champagne and have 

great personalities in their own right. Look for 
the term Cremant on the label and you’ll know 
there are bubbles inside – the most commonly 
available versions come from the regions of 
Alsace, Loire and Bourgogne.

Last, but certainly not least is Canada. In 
many regions within our country we have great 
conditions for producing sparklers. These wines 
call for climates that are not too warm, allowing 
the grapes to keep their refreshing acidity. On 
Canadian bottles you may find the terms Brut, 
Sparkling or perhaps Cuvée. The bottle will tell 
you for sure as it will have a cork that is covered 
with a cage and foil over top.

So, now for the cocktails (recipes at right). 
One thing to keep in mind is that if you are 
purchasing a bottle of sparkling wine for 
cocktails you don’t want to buy something top 
of the line. Bottles priced between $10 and $20 
will be what you want to use. Also, consider the 
sweetness level of the wine itself. If needed, ask 
the wine vendor if the wine is dry, semi-sweet 
or sweet, as this will affect the final taste of 
your drink. One last word of advice, feel free to 
get creative. If you love a certain type of juice 
or liqueur then try a splash of it, that’s what 
summer is all about, splashes of fun!  OH

s
BY  TON iA  w ilSON

Summer is a great time to bring out the bubbles. They’re fun, 
festive and taste great. Quite often people perceive sparkling 
wine as too special to drink for informal occasions. Instead, it 
gets reserved for grand celebrations and extra special moments, 
and is relegated to the back of the cupboard or wine fridge 
waiting for the perfect moment to be unveiled.  

make your summer sparkle:

CreaTIng COCkTaILs  
sParkLIng WInewith

THE “GIGI”

1 oz Cointreau or Grand Marnier

2 oz cranberry juice

2 oz sparkling wine

“SORRENTO”

1 oz. Limoncello 

2 oz. freshly squeezed orange juice

2 oz. sparkling wine

“KIR ROYALE”

1½ oz Crème de Cassis (or a Kir 
Imperiale if you use raspberry liqueur)

3½ oz. sparkling wine

“SUNSHINE”

1 oz. vodka

2 oz. pink grapefruit juice

2 oz. sparkling wine

“NIAGARA BLISS”

1 oz. Niagara Icewine or  
Late Harvest

1 oz. white grape juice

3 oz. sparkling wine

Tonia Wilson is a Sommelier and Chef

online For more tips on sparkling wines, visit
www.ourhomesmagazine.com/sparklingwines guelph@forestell.comwww.

519.362.1194
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Please call us at 519-622-2252 to view our showroom
at 80 Raglin Road, Cambridge, Ontario

or to arrange an appointment in your home with our designer.

Kitchens & Interiors by Gulfstream
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