
S expanded his retail space to accommodate furniture. This was one of the 
biggest steps he took to grow his company.

By 2006, when Taline had started working in the family business, 
Karnig opened a second store in Kitchener, one they intended to grow 
into and eventually transform into one feature store to replace their 
Guelph location.

Karnig is no longer with us but his dream and plans have been realized. 
Taline and Celine co-manage the large King Street Leather By Mann 
Interiors store. They’re well-known across the region for selling top-
quality leather furniture and maintaining their father’s high standards. 

Taline and Celine’s mother, Sheri, continues to work for the company 
too, although primarily behind the scenes. She plays a key role in 
purchasing, but her daughters are the face of the company. 

“Together we are a very cohesive team, naturally very organized, and 
enjoy taking initiative,” says Celine. “We all have strengths in different 
areas of the business, which makes working together very easy.”

They take pride in their exclusive products and high-end brands, including 
Palliser, Natuzzi Editions, Natuzzi Italia and their house-line called Portfolio.

But it’s their deep-rooted love for the business that keeps them 
interested. “Taline and I have grown up around this business,” says Celine. 
“We have always had an appreciation and an eye for interior design, which 
makes coming into work every day enjoyable.”

In fact, they love every piece in their store so much, it’s tempting not 
to bring it all home. “I could just fill my place with chairs,” laughs Taline. 

Both women love sharing their design experience with clients and 
helping them customize pieces, from shape and colour to the grade 
of leather, to make every room unique and exciting, just as they did 
with their own showroom when they underwent major renovations  
last summer.

“If you’re going to be a trend leader, you have to keep things fresh,” says 
Taline. “People don’t want to see the same thing all the time.”

But the evolution doesn’t end there. That’s why the sisters will follow 
in their father’s footsteps and continue to build their business while 
keeping up to date on the latest trends.

It may seem like they have some big shoes to fill – and they do – but 
Celine and Taline are up for the job.  OH

Successful family-owned furniture stores 
don’t crop up overnight. They’re built, 
gradually, steadily and with care. Taline 
and Celine Mann know this because they 
grew up watching their father manage an 
evolving business.

Around 1970, Karnig Mann began handcrafting men’s and women’s 
leather belts and shoes in Guelph. His work was in extremely high 
demand and he eventually added handbags, coats and other larger leather 
garments to his repertoire.

In the 1990s, Karnig recognized a gap in the marketplace for custom 
leather upholstery. Since he was already known for his top-quality 
garments, selling other leather products was a natural progression. He 
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