
in the backyard and fixed a multitude of bad sight lines as well.” Not 
only did Meier add everything she had on her wish list, but Alison says 
he also “got rid of stuff I hated about the house in one fell swoop.”

Once they had the floor plan how they wanted it, all the floors 
themselves were replaced. Most is very carefully selected engineered 
plank hardwood flooring from Len Koebel Flooring Ltd., which 
Alison says she knew would dictate the style in the kitchen and family 
room area. Tile in the foyer and main bathroom is from Brodrechts 
Flooring Canada. The tile, granite and quartzite in the master bath 
are from Graniteworx in Guelph and all of the master bath plumbing 

AAfter looking for a new home for her 
family for months, Alison Kelly realized 
there was only one place she wanted to 
be – in the home she already had. It just 
needed an update.

“I soon realized there was so much I loved about my house that even 
houses that were double in price did not even come close to making me 
think we should move,” says Alison. She and her family have lived in 
their home for 17 years. They love the neighbourhood, schools, their lot 
and their location and just couldn’t find anything that would compare, 
so instead of relocating, she decided to renovate.

She knew just who to call. Pioneer Craftsmen Ltd. renovated the 
Kellys’ basement a few years ago. The main level of their home would be 
a much bigger project, but Paul Meier, Director of Design and Sales, 
says he was ready for the call.

During the previous renovation, Alison had mentioned she would 
eventually want a better entertaining space upstairs as well. It was no 
longer working for Alison, her husband Jim and their three teenagers – 
not to mention the plethora of boyfriends, girlfriends and friends often 
dropping by for supper, too!

“They were frustrated with what they had,” says Meier, who told 
her the space would benefit greatly from an addition. It had to be 
small because the Kellys’ yard was not overly large and was already 
landscaped with a pool (by Tim Goodwin Pools Ltd.). But Meier 
worked with the space he had and presented Alison with plans that 
included an addition. “As soon as she saw that, she knew,” he says. 

The extra space – barely 200 sq. ft., according to Kelly – was all 
it took to transform her main level and accommodate everything she 
wanted in the redesigned floor plan. “The flow is great, I got my pantry 
and huge island,” she says. “Best of all, it made use of dead space outside 

Continued on page 22

NO PLACE

LIKEhomeSTORY ADRIENNE BROWN 
PHOTOS TARA WEST

TOP: A shelf above the door to the front family room, hall 
tree and set of lockers (not pictured) add style and storage 
to the front entrance of this home. ABOVE: A gallery of 
black and white family photographs was an easy design 
project that added personal style to the custom mantel 
made by Artefacts. OPPOSITE: The beautifully landscaped 
backyard has a pool, lounge area and two separate 
cooking and eating zones, as well as a hot tub.
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worked into her dish hutch, pantry, dining 
room and master bath instead, many of which 
solve some very specific structural issues. 
The dish hutch in the kitchen, for example, 
hides structural support beams and TV 
wires, houses electrical outlets and is home 
to a strategically-placed heating and cooling 
vent. This is also where Alison displays all her 
favourite items and keeps dishes and serve 
ware. “It also directs traffic flow with the way 
it is angled,” says Alison – all thanks to Meier’s 
intelligent design and Friese’s beautiful and 
careful craftsmanship.

Allison also managed to work “gorgeous” 
into some other functional pieces in her home, all 
thanks to Artefacts in St. Jacobs. Not only did 

they custom-make the mantel in her family room 
and the bath caddy in her master bath, each a 
statement piece in its respectful room, but they 
revamped Alison’s existing kitchen table to suit 
the new style. “All three pieces are like functional 
art,” she says. “Beautiful to look at, but they serve 
a purpose. I think that is my favourite kind of art. 
My pantry is also functional art!”

Her whole home is filled with beautifully 
selected art and personal photographs 
displayed gallery-style. Designer Cindy 
Gibson from Accents for Living in Guelph 
helped Alison with the décor. She says it was 
important for her design to reflect the family. 
She describes the home as having “classic 
traditional elements with a modern twist.”

fixtures are from Watermarks Kitchen & 
Bath Boutique. They’re so good Alison can’t 
get her two teen daughters out of her beautiful 
new bathroom.

“It’s about function and practicality 
first, then work in the gorgeous if possible,” 
says Alison. 

It was a fine balance of both that led to the 
finished product that is her stunning kitchen. 
Adam Friese from DelMar Woodcraft 
was her cabinetmaker. “I had always admired 
his work,” says Alison, “he really specializes in 
reproduction and period pieces. However, my 
husband is more modern with clean lines, so 
we had to compromise a bit.” 

Alison had originally described her vision 
for the kitchen to Meier and Friese as “modern 
country” featuring “a big old farmhouse sink.” 
But when she fell in love with a particular 
piece of quartz, which she describes as “too 
sophisticated” for that style, she had to 
reevaluate the whole concept. Standing in 
front of the stone, she and Meier felt a more 
“Ralph Lauren” look would be in order. Friese 
was then tasked with crafting clean lined and 
modern cabinetry for the kitchen. 

The reproduction look Alison loves was 

Continued on page 24

The stone for the kitchen island inspired 
the entire design scheme for the room. 
ABOVE: Built-in storage for dishes on 
either side of the fireplace in the dining 
room makes the most of extra space. 
BELOW LEFT: Scott at Artefacts helped 
Alison reinvent her existing kitchen table, 
which she now calls “just gorgeous.”

LEFT: A sectional sofa fits perfectly behind 
built-in cabinetry that helps define this living 
space off the kitchen. BELOW: While it looks 
beautiful, this dish hutch has lots of secret 
functionality, too: it hides everything from 
wires to structural support beams. BOTTOM: 
The front room has a formal, rustic aesthetic, 
but is still functional and livable. 
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Many items Alison already owned were 
re-imagined or moved around to suit the new 
design. “We made items she already had sing,” 
says Gibson.

Gibson understood her style and taste from 
their very first meeting, so the pair worked 
wonderfully together.

The same goes for Meier and his team at 
Pioneer Craftsmen. As they were working 
through the design process, he told Alison 
“everything can’t be a superstar.” That was 
one of the most valuable pieces of guidance he 
provided. It helped her find the right balance: 
not everything in a room can shine. Some 
surfaces and items just need to work, while 
others are the stars.

“If my house is special, it’s because many 
people made it so,” says Alison, crediting the 
amazing team Pioneer pulled together to 
update everything from plumbing to electrical.

Now, it truly is special and Alison and her 
family are happy to be staying put.  OH

LEFT: Alison’s advice for picking the perfect tub: sit in 
a whole bunch. The prettiest aren’t always the most 
comfortable, which she learned by trial and error (and 
she’s glad she got in so many before buying). BELOW 
LEFT: The basement man cave was the first level in 
the home to be renovated by Pioneer Craftsmen. 
BELOW: The peaceful master bedroom is a work of 
art, which (like the rest of the reno) Alison credits to 
great teamwork between Paul at Pioneer Craftsmen, 
Cindy at Accents For Living, and herself.

WINDOWS TO ADOOR
WINDOW AND DOOR SYSTEMS
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FREE
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