
NNot	only	does	Kathie	own	a	design	business	
specializing	in	custom	painted	furniture,	
custom	drapery,	window	treatments	
and	quality	furniture	and	paint	for	DIY	
projects,	but	she	is	also	constantly	creating	
and	recreating	rooms	and	furniture	
for	her	own	home.

“I	wanted	a	certain	look	and	I	couldn’t	
afford	it,”	says	Kathie	–	so	she	did	it	herself.	
“Your	home	doesn’t	have	to	be	expensive	to	
look	luxurious	and	comfortable.”	And	that’s	
one	of	the	main	lessons	she	tries	to	teach	
people	in	workshops	at	her	store.	With	the	
right	knowledge	and	tools,	plus	some	elbow	
grease,	you	can	get	the	look	you	want	at	the	
price	you	want.

That’s	how	Kathie	started	tackling	all	the	
renovations	in	her	home,	built	in	1873	(with	a	
1916	addition),	when	she	first	moved	in	a	few	
years	ago.	It	hadn’t	been	updated	in	a	long	time	
and	needed	a	lot	of	work.

“We	do	a	lot,”	says	Kathie.	“You	won’t	find	
much	in	our	home	that	someone	else	did.”	
That	goes	for	everything	from	the	walls	to	
the	floors,	most	pieces	of	furniture	and	the	
art.	Most	of	the	paintings	in	the	home	are	
by	either	Kathie	or	her	son	Mackenzie,	who	
works	with	Kathie	at	her	New	Hamburg	
shop,	Kathie Jordan Design.	Her	daughter	
Shelbie	manages	their	new	Kitchener	
location,	ArtHaus 150.	 Continued on page 37
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Do what you love and love what you do – many people quote  
this motto, but very few actually live by it like Kathie Jordan does. 

DIY DREAM
TOP LEFT: An elaborate mantel and tailored 
draperies are just some of the custom details that 
make Kathie Jordan’s home so unique. TOP RIGHT: 
Fresh flowers aren’t the only pop of colour in this 
home, but they do liven up a wood coffee table. LEFT 
& OPPOSITE: The family spends most of its time 
together in the family room, with its large windows 
looking out to the Jordans’ farm property.
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When	they	did	need	some	help	at	home,	
Kathie	called	carpenter	David Bisch	to	
transform	spaces,	from	installing	French	doors	
and	coffered	ceilings	to	building	fireplace	
mantels	and	storage	for	the	master	bedroom	
or	the	butler’s	pantry	–	outside	of	the	Jordan	
family,	he	was	their	go-to	guy.	Kathie	says	her	
home	wouldn’t	be	the	same	without	him.

One	of	his	most	striking	projects	is	Kathie’s	
library	and	sewing	room,	a	large	space	that	
was	once	two	small	bedrooms	and	is	now	a	
green	dream	with	built-in	storage	–	perfect	for	
all	of	Kathie’s	ongoing	projects,	from	stained	
glass	to	draperies.	

“My	mom	inspired	my	sewing,”	says	
Kathie,	whose	love	for	art	and	painting	has	
obviously	inspired	Mackenzie.	But	they’re	
not	the	only	ones	in	the	family	who	have	
influenced	and	contributed	to	the	design	
and	décor	at	home.	Kathie’s	husband	John	
and	her	daughter	Shelbie	are	both	handy	and	
creative,	too.	John	laid	the	herringbone	pine	
flooring	in	the	master	bedroom	and	front	
hallway,	for	example.	“As	a	family,	we	are	very	
creative,”	says	Kathie.

The	personal	touches	don’t	end	with	the	
furniture	and	walls,	though.	For	example,	the	
Jordans	found	an	array	of	old	receipts	in	the	

When the Jordans moved in, this kitchen was 
a mixed bag of linoleum and pickled oak. They 
ripped up the linoleum to reveal wood flooring 
and updated and painted the cabinetry and 
island with their own flair. The chandelier in the 
kitchen is from Living Lighting.

Continued on page 38

LEFT: The dining room is regal in red with 
statement mirrors on two walls. BELOW: Corbels 
and a painted range hood add visual interest in 
the kitchen. The eggs on the stove were collected 
from the family’s own hens. BOTTOM: Kathie and 
Mackenzie created the stained glass dome that 
hangs in the home’s main-floor hallway.
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ceiling	during	a	renovation,	so	they	decided	
to	display	them	as	a	collection	under	glass	on	
their	dining	table.	

“Everything	has	a	story,”	says	Kathie,	and	
that’s	what	she’s	trying	to	showcase	and	
exhibit.	“There’s	an	energy	in	pieces	that	
have	had	a	life.”

Kathie	finds	her	best	pieces	at	auctions,	
flea	markets,	second-hand	stores,	in	online	
classifieds	and	sometimes	at	the	side	of	the	
road,	if	she’s	lucky.	“I	was	raised	by	very	
resourceful	parents	who	brought	me	to	
auctions	and	rummage	sales	when	I	was	
young.	I	learned	early	on	that	there	was	great	
quality	out	there	if	you	didn’t	mind	digging	a	
bit	and	taking	your	time,”	she	says.	“You	just	
always	have	to	have	your	eyes	open!”

That’s	what	makes	her	so	great	at	what	she	
does.	Kathie	is	not	just	passionate	about	her	
own	home,	but	helping	other	people	create	the	
interiors	they’re	dreaming	of,	too.

Her	family	home,	in	particular,	is	gorgeous	
as	is,	but	are	they	finished?	“You	don’t	stop	
until	you	love	it,”	say	Mackenzie	and	Kathie,	
which	is	kind	of	their	motto.	They	also	love	
what	they	do	too	much	to	ever	stop.

TOP RIGHT: The master bedroom is filled with light. 
Kathie opted for a palette of whites and blues and her 
bed is dressed in her favourite Brunelli bedding, which 
she sells at her store. RIGHT: Kathie purchased this 
wardrobe at an auction. She also had her carpenter, 
David Bisch, build more storage right into the room. 
ABOVE: Kathie and Mackenzie take a break with 
Skyler on a chaise they painted and had reupholstered.

Continued on page 40

VISIT OUR 
SHOWROOM AND STONEYARD

Sleep like a Princess...EVERY NIGHThomefurniture.ca
To Milton, Oakville, 

and Burlington

WE DELIVER

Get The Look...

Casual & Cozy

Monday - Friday 8 to 6  
Sat 8 to 5 • Sun 12 to 5

ST. JACOBS HOME FURNITURE
1421 KING STREET NORTH
DOWNTOWN ST. JACOBS
(519) 664-3301
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GET THE LOOK: 
ASK THE EXPERT
OUR HOMES asked Kathie Jordan, 
DIYer extraordinaire and owner of Kathie 
Jordan Design, for tips about refinishing 
furniture for a truly one-of-a-kind home.

OH: What characteristics do you look 
for in a quality piece of furniture?
Kathie Jordan: I like solid wood 
construction with dove-tailed drawers. 
The drawers should slide easily. It doesn’t 
have to be perfect, it just has to speak to 
me with the details and we can envision 
how to enhance it. Plus, it should be fun 
to paint. We often buy pieces with a bad 
finish because it is more cost effective 
and we are painting it!

OH: What is your number one tip for 
painting furniture?
KJ: Choose a top quality paint meant for 
furniture. We chose to sell Chalk Paint 
decorative paint by Annie Sloan because 
we feel it is the best! Be fearless in your 
approach and spend some time getting 
inspired by sites such as Pinterest. Don’t 
feel like you have to stick to the plan, 
let the piece speak to you while you are 
working on it.

OH: When refinishing or reviving 
furniture, what is a common mistake 
you have seen?
KJ: A common problem I see in 
refinishing furniture is that the wrong 
product is used for the application. You 
want your finish to look authentic and 
not painted, if that makes sense. You also 
want your finish to last!   OH

ABOVE: Kathie’s 
sewing room isn’t just 
where she creates, it’s 
a masterpiece in itself. 
LEFT: A chaise marks 
the spot under tall 
windows in the upstairs 
hallways. Not shown: 
an in-progress mural 
by Mackenzie at the 
top of the stairs.
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Now Carrying Dutailier 
Custom Nursery Room Furniture

Made in Canada

40  |  ourhomes   S P R I N G  2 0 1 6

feature


