
I

STORY ADRIENNE BROWN
PHOTOGRAPHY TARA WEST

Fresh 

It can be amazing how 
different the same home 
can look depending on 
successive owners’ tastes. 
Take, for example, this 
home in Kitchener’s Doon 
Village, recently redesigned 
and redecorated by Sandi 
Duclos of Sandi Loreen 
Duclos Interiors.

When its current owners purchased the 
home, it was awash in black and gothic-style 
décor. The current owner still chuckles over 
the number of crystal fixtures her predecessor 
managed to incorporate into the décor. 
“Crystals everywhere!” she laughs. Some 
rooms she loved as-is, such as her rich slate-
and-wood en suite, but the crystals had to go.

Now, the home is lighter, brighter and 
easier on the eyes. Everything is more subdued. 
Although their previous home had more of 
a country feel to it, the homeowner says she 
told Duclos they were “ready for a change. So 
we went for a transitional feel,” she says. As 
avid entertainers, they wanted everything to 
look nice for guests, especially the kitchen and 
main living space.

TOP LEFT: The homeowners called Sandi Duclos from Sandi Loreen Duclos 
Interiors to help them redecorate their new-to-them home. TOP RIGHT: 
The view from the front foyer through the main living space to the kitchen. 
ABOVE: Duclos is partial to special details to really pull a space together. 
OPPOSITE: Light, neutral walls set the backdrop for sleek furniture and 
pretty accessories that dress up the dining space and beyond. 
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After painting all the walls, installing custom draperies and 
installing new flooring, the whole house felt more like home for the new 
owners. “Paint made the biggest difference in this space,” says Duclos. 

Len Koebel Flooring Ltd. installed new hardwood floors 
throughout the upper level and Duclos sourced area carpets from both 
Fitzgerald Carpet One Floor & Home and Alexanian Carpet & 
Flooring. Duclos designed the custom draperies herself and had them 
made by It’s Curtains For You.

The staircase and railing feature fairly prominently, since they are 
situated in the middle of the home and lead up to an open-to-above 
landing area that looks down over the living space. Duclos had Riley 
Painting Corp. repaint the railings in white.

They also repainted all of the kitchen cabinetry. Luckily, the 

appliances were all top quality and once the cabinets and walls were 
painted, the dark granite on the island suited the homeowners’ tastes, 
so it didn’t need to be replaced. Duclos had custom moulding and trim 
installed to give the kitchen more visual interest. “The bones were 
really good, it just needed the cosmetic update,” she says.

In the great room, the homeowners replaced a DIY fireplace 
and mantel with a whole new unit in white, then situated their 
television over top. The homeowner said she had originally asked 
Duclos to embellish and improve what was already there, but Duclos 
recommended replacing the whole thing. 

Now, the homeowners spend many evenings sitting together in 
the comfortable leather recliners here and they’re glad they went for 
the full refresh.

RIGHT: A fresh coat of light-coloured paint on the 
cabinetry instantly brightened the previously dark 
kitchen. BELOW: An interesting tablescape is an 
instant conversation starter for dinner parties.

A dark island, statement pendant lights and 
tall wine fridge are all details that make this 
kitchen special. It may not be overly large, 
but it’s functional and beautiful.

Continued on page 26
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Overhead in the great room is a large double fan the homeowner 
says was originally purchased just for its appearance – it’s a style she’d 
always liked. “I just wanted it because it looked pretty but it’s actually 
really functional,” she says.

On the wall is a treasured family heirloom, now framed in gold. The 
antique scythe belonged to one of the homeowners’ grandfathers. It 
had been sitting above their fireplace, but Duclos says it just didn’t pop 
– but she had a solution for that. Duclos set about gold-leafing a board 
then had Waterloo Framing & Art mount and frame the scythe onto 
the board. It’s now the perfect adornment to the great room’s high wall.

On the opposite side of the main floor is a large office with floor-
to-ceiling built-in storage. The homeowners believe it had previously 
served as a dressing room, but they use it as an office for two. 

Duclos redesigned one of the home’s main bedrooms to appeal to the 

male homeowner. Its masculine touches mean 
the space is tailored just for him. He selected 
a bedroom set from Penwood Hand-
Crafted Furniture and Duclos had Acadian 
Upholstery And Interior reupholster a 
vintage channel-back chair for the corner of 
the room (they also reupholstered a bench in 
the home’s front entrance). 

She had a custom closet organization 
system installed by California Closets so he 
can see everything in his wardrobe. It may not 
be large, but it’s an efficient use of space and, 
with the addition of a large mirror, feels like a 
luxurious dressing room.

Similarly, Duclos gutted and redesigned 
his adjacent bathroom. Chervin Kitchen & 
Bath Inc. installed new cabinetry, the shower 
got a refresh and Duclos found the right art 
and accessories to make the bathroom feel 
like an extension of the bedroom, although it’s 
not a true en suite. Storage was an important 
factor in the redesign, so the vanity offers 
deep drawers and the medicine cabinet is 
recessed into the wall to add extra inches of 
valuable space.

Schmidt Custom Carpentry Inc. is 
the contractor who made Duclos’s plans in 
the upstairs bathroom, bedroom and walk-in 
closet a reality.

ABOVE: Duclos also redesigned this luxurious shower 
with a bench seat. TOP LEFT: A hexagonal floor is 
visually interesting in this bathroom, while the vanity 
and medicine cabinet were designed with functionality 
and storage space in mind.

LEFT: This hall table in the front entrance fits 
perfectly in the wall space separating a main-floor 
office, to the left, and the rest of the living space to 
the right. BELOW: This bedroom has a masculine feel 
without going overboard. Duclos had the side chair 
recovered to suit the space.
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In the basement, the homeowners have 
a gym and more entertaining space. They 
had Duclos add some oomph to the large 
bathroom downstairs. She opted for a bold, 
dark wallpaper and striking art. It works 
well with the rest of the basement, where the 
homeowners keep their collections of music 
memorabilia and hockey jerseys.

The backyard is its own great entertaining 
area, with beautiful landscaping and a 
waterfall. Their yard looks out to greenspace, 
so the homeowners often see deer grazing in 
their back or side yards. 

Although the home wasn’t quite to their 
tastes when they moved in, they’re glad they 
could see past the surface and find a designer 
who could really make it right for them.  OH

Some décor and accent pieces courtesy Bowring 
Sunrise Shopping Centre, Kitchener. Styling 
assistance was provided by Jules For Your Home.

LEFT: With a place for everything, plus a floor-
length mirror, this organized closet is the ideal 
men’s dressing space. BELOW: The antique 
scythe hanging high on the wall has sentimental 
value for the homeowners. Duclos gave it the 
attention it deserves by mounting it on gold. 
BOTTOM: The basement bathroom has huge 
wow factor – the homeowners didn’t want 
anything dull and boring, so Duclos started with 
a statement wallpaper and built on it.

519    897    3061
slduclos@rogers.com
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