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There are no interior walls
dividing the main floor of Ben
and Stephanie Eby’s home. The
exterior walls consist of largely
floor-to-ceiling windows. comton e 0
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Ben, the co-founder of NEO Developments
Inc., a boutique infill residential development
company, designed their modern home in
Kitchener’s Hidden Valley neighbourhood.
He had architect Laird Robertson, of
Robertson Simmons Architects Inc.,
take care of the formal plans, massing and
elevations of the home while Ben took on the
finer details and material selections. It was
the only home in the neighbourhood with a
high corner lot.

“Rather than build down at the corner, we
decided to put the house up on the hill and flip
it upside down so we get the best views,” says
Ben. By that, he means the main living spaces
and kitchen are on the top floor, while most of
the bedrooms are downstairs, on ground level.

Now, they can watch both sunset and
sunrise from inside their home and they have
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avantage point on the neighbourhood that
nobody else does.

The lack of walls gives an illusion that
the home is open and seamless, but there are
hidden doors and dividers so the Ebys can
close off their master suite from the rest of the
top floor, for example. Millwork and built-in
storage act as dividers for the rest of the spaces.

Stairs lead straight up from the large
Douglas Fir front door (from Timber Barn)
and entrance from the garage to the kitchen,
which is open to a large family room. One long
island serves as a large food prep area, houses
the Miele stove and steam oven, and is home to
five bar stools for quick and easy meals for the
whole family. A large dining table sits behind
it for longer family meals and hosting and
the refrigerator is hidden behind cabinetry,
continuing the seamless look.

Storage divides the whole great room and
main living space from an office, library and
lounge area. On the other side of that is the
master suite, which includes a spacious en
suite with more floor-to-ceiling windows.
Details like the live-edge walnut vanity, lavish
soaker tub, rain shower and radiant in-floor
heating add to the luxury. There is even
enough space for a treadmill. Large closets lit
by LEDs complete the suite.

Blinds Are Us installed Hunter Douglas
blinds on all the windows, so privacy is easily
at hand when necessary, although Stephanie
says she has grown to embrace having the
blinds in the great room up and open at most
hours of the day, enjoying the panoramic
views of the valley, which often include
wandering deer and turkeys strolling through
the neighborhood.  continued on page 43
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The Ebys didi't stray from the modern style when they decorated
their home, either. They opted for many mid-century, modern-style
furnishings, which work well in the minimalist décor. Ben incorporated
niches into the design for the lounge and office area; there, he displays
favourites, including a guitar and model ship.

Their three kids live on the ground floor level. Ben describes it as
similar to a hotel. “The trend is to have an en suite in every room,”
says Ben. “We didm't want to do that. We wanted to make the space
multipurpose.” The kids’ rooms are lined up three in a row. Across the
hall from all their entrances is their shared bathroom space: sinks open
to the hall, plus closed off rooms for the toilet and shower.

TOP LEFT: The T | T am
entryway to the
master bedroom looks
straight across the
home through the
lounge and kitchen

to the front windows.
TOP RIGHT: Sleek
doors and LEDs
combine for a truly
unique closet in the
master suite. RIGHT:
The basement hallway
also acts as an ever-
changing art gallery,
where the kids can
hang up their latest
masterpieces. FAR
RIGHT: The children’s
bedrooms are on

the ground floor and
are just as bright as
the rooms above.
OPPOSITE: A floating
walnut vanity is just
one of the features

in the master bath: it
also has a soaker tub
and a huge walk-in
shower with luxurious
rain heads.

Along the wall outside their bedroom doors (each decorated to
the child’s preference - this is where the style strays from modern),
each of the Eby children has a designated gallery space: just as their
parents hang their favourite pieces of art, and in Ben's case, his own
photography, on the walls upstairs in a gallery style, their children can
display their latest masterpieces on the walls outside their rooms. No
other art is required in the space.

On one end of the main floor, the kids have a shared play and
entertainment space, and on the opposite end is the laundry room.
Floating staircases on either end of the hall connect the levels together

simply and easily. There is a continuous flow through the whole home.
Continued on page 44

ourhomes SUMMER 2016 | 43



home & builder

g . e

BELOW AND RIGHT: Each child’s bedroom is a reflection of his or

her particular interests and styles. BELOW RIGHT: Another floating
vanity is open to the basement hallway, so the kids can use and share
it easily. The shower and toilet each have their own closed-off spaces.
BOTTOM: A games and entertainment space separates the front door
and entrance to the garage from the kids’ rooms and laundry area,
which is located at the back of the home.
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