
EEverything comes back to one 
special tree.

Architectural Technologist Ron Rogan (of Rogan Home 
Design) bought a beautiful property in West Galt and set out 
to build a unique home. His aim was to disturb as little of the 
surrounding landscape as possible, including the conservation 
of trees. So a century-old Bur Oak in the rear yard became the 
focal point for his design.

Rogan’s property backs onto the rare Charitable Research 
Reserve on Blair Road. While he already aspired to build a green 
home (it features natural and recycled materials and a green 
sloped roof designed with solar panels in mind), being located 
near the ecological reserve makes it all the more relevant.

The one-year-old home is tailored specifically to the lot – it 
wouldn’t work as well on any other property, which means it’s 
truly one of a kind. If you stand on the street out front of the 
home, you can see straight through the glass entryway to the 
backyard and the Bur Oak tree. It creates a unique line of sight 
that has had passersby stopping for a peek. Many other windows 
also draw the eye out to the same spot.

MODERN COTTAGE
IN THE CITY

BY  ADR I ENNE  BROWN
PHOTOGRAPHY  BY  TARA  WEST

Glass railings and floor-to-ceiling windows 
maintain flow in the main living area, right 
through the walk-out to the backyard. 
OPPOSITE, TOP LEFT: Ron Rogan (left) 
chats with Broker Cliff Rego. TOP RIGHT: 
The main floor layout. There are three more 
bedrooms and more outdoor living space 
upstairs. BOTTOM LEFT: The home has 
a unique layout and design that’s equally 
beautiful in summer as it is in winter. 
BOTTOM RIGHT: The homeowner created a 
unique fireplace facade with layered tiles.

Continued on page 24
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Rogan also knew he had to keep real life in mind when he was laying 
out his home. “When you have an open concept, you have to think about 
storage,” he says. Rogan managed to incorporate plenty of cupboards and 
storage space, but also selected furniture that would help conceal things 
like video games, movies and technology.

In an attempt to work with his neighbours’ properties, Rogan designed 
his home to have a higher side (beside a two-storey home) and a low side, 
which sits adjacent to a ranch-style home. “You don’t have to just design 
a box,” says Rogan. 

This means the home is separated into two sides: the “quiet side of the 
house” with the main-floor master suite and three bedrooms upstairs and 
the louder, more dynamic side where the family gathers in the kitchen, 
dining area and great room.

When he was designing his family’s home, Rogan also kept his 
neighbourhood in mind. He wanted to feel comfortable building 
something that would fit in.

“I had the idea of a modern cottage appeal,” he says. “I couldn’t afford 
to build a home and a cottage, so why not do both? The trick was coming 
up with a building footprint that would work.” He found balance by 
aiming to bring the indoors out and the outdoors in through the use of 
high ceilings and lots of windows, including wall-to-wall glass in the 
great room. In fact, there is so much natural light in the home, the family 
needs very little lighting. 

The ceilings are 18-feet high in the living space, 13-feet in the kitchen 
and nine-feet high in the rest of the home, which has a 3,200 sq. ft. layout.

The colour palette is modern yet warm with rich greys, whites and 

browns and layers of texture. Shag carpeting in the great room adds “a 
little bit of retro.” The Rogans love the 150-year-old salvaged barnboards 
in the kitchen because they add interest to the sleek, modern space. 

Rogan says he spent “a little extra time in the design stage” in order 
to save on décor elements, such as window coverings, which are omitted 
as often as possible to let in natural light. This doesn’t mean the family 
lacks privacy, though. All of the windows and outdoor living areas are 
strategically placed for maximum privacy. 

While he made use of lots of local trades, Rogan also did quite a bit 
of work himself, including installing all the glass doors and railings in 
the home. “To keep on any kind of budget, you have to do some work 
yourself,” he says. “I had the family working as a production line hand 
staining everything!”  

LEFT: High ceilings and skylights 
are features in the kitchen, as is 
the four-by-eight foot island, which 
Rogan says “is about as big as you 
can get in one slab that four guys 
can carry.” BELOW: The kitchen 
(and adjacent dining space) look 
out over the main living area. 
OPPOSITE, TOP LEFT: Rogan 
installed glass doors so his space 
wasn’t broken up. His office, near 
the front door, is accessible without 
walking through the rest of the 
house. TOP RIGHT: Salvaged wood 
from a nearby farm adds texture 
and interest to the foyer as well as 
the kitchen. BOTTOM RIGHT: Even 
the main floor laundry room has tall 
windows. It connects to the garage. 

Continued on page 26
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The boys’ bedrooms upstairs are connected by one long closet that 
runs the whole length of both rooms. Although they’re teenagers and use 
it for storage, it would be a fantastic play space for younger kids. They use 
the third upstairs bedroom as a guest room and games room.

The outdoor living space is equally impressive. Not only is there a 
main-level courtyard terrace but there is also a rooftop patio with a hot 
tub and the great room walks right out to the backyard where the family 
often sees deer, wild turkeys and other wildlife.

The great room is also the access point to the unfinished basement, which 
has a separate entrance and could be used as an in-law suite or apartment.

Now, Rogan says he has so many ideas, he would relish the opportunity 
to try something new and do more, even though he’s very pleased with 
his first owner-built modern home – but now it’s time for another family 
to enjoy the space.  OH

This home is for sale. Contact Sales Representative Carole Rothwell of the 
Cliff Rego Team (www.cliffregoteam.com) for more information.
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RIGHT: A feature tile wall 
is art enough behind this 
soaker tub in the master en 
suite. FAR RIGHT: Even the 
en suite has windows that 
look out to the yard, but 
they’re strategically placed 
for maximum light and 
privacy at the same time. 
BELOW: The main floor 
master is spacious and has 
a large walk-in closet.
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