
THE PLACE: After over 20 years in business, Blinds Are Us 

is known as this region’s best full-service shop for window 

coverings of all types. Proud to have been voted number one in 

local readers’ choice awards for the last 13 years, Blinds Are Us 

offers stock and custom coverings, repairs, cleaning, installation 

and in-home consultations. They also carry bedding, barstools, 

accent furniture, mirrors, clocks and handmade work by local 

artists. “Our name says blinds but we are so much more than 

that,” says Don Chowan, who owns the store with his wife Mary. 

Their daughters, Stefanie and Ashley, are also involved in the 

family business, which includes another location of Blinds Are 

Us in Woodstock as well as Bauhaus Window Coverings and 

Draperies in Waterloo. The 3,000 sq. ft. Blinds Are Us showroom 

in Kitchener houses full-size samples of every product style they 

carry, 100 per cent of which is manufactured in North America. 

THE STYLE: “We want our customers to feel at home in our 

store,” says Ashley of their casual-contemporary space. “Come 

in and grab a coffee, hang out and explore. In homes, people 
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meet around the kitchen island… the same 

happens here in our store.” Pull up a barstool 

to one of their islands and have a conversation 

with staff about what you want and need, 

check out full-size samples, pick the right 

colour for you and get a quote on your perfect 

window coverings all in one place at one time.

WHAT’S HOT: Hunter Douglas’s new 

Powerview automated blinds take motorization 

to a new level: it’s easy to affordably control 

blinds from anywhere in the world with their 

new app. Similarly, drapery and sheers are 

hot in a new way – they’re not just for your 

grandmother’s house anymore. Made-in-

Canada Trica bar stools are also popular. Pick 

your own style, fabric, metal and height for a 

completely custom piece.

SEASONAL: “Cellular shades are fantastic 

for our season changes,” says Stefanie. As 

one of the most energy-efficient products on 

the market, they insulate windows, keeping 

the cold out during the winter and vice versa 

for the summer heat, providing both UV 

protection for your furnishings as well as light 

control for any space.

FAVOURITES: “Pirouettes are a modern 

alternative to Silhouette shades that have 

been around for a long time now,” says Mary. 

Pirouettes have soft fabric vanes attached to 

sheer backing and are available in a variety of 

colours and textures. Go sleek and clean with 

white or bold with a deep, rich colour. 

WHERE: 299 Manitou Dr., Kitchener 

519.893.8687 | blindsareus.ca  OH

Left to right: Mary Chowan, Stefanie Chowan, 
Ashley Sarrasy and Don Chowan.
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