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“I don’t have a catalogue because each piece is completely new,” 

says Cunnane. “People come to me when they want something unique, 
something unusual that they can’t find anywhere else.”

Cunnane’s career took off when a local mill closed. Cunnane 
purchased the mill’s old forge for $100 and began a primarily self-taught 
journey that has since led him to countless commissions and celebrated 
public sculptures. “Most of this happened by accident. I always made 
things, so it came naturally to me.” Whether designing sculptures, 
railings, fireplaces or window grills, this haphazard philosophy 
works in his favour. “When you’re heating metal and forming it, it 
feels like it becomes organic and takes its own shape,” says Cunnane.  
“It drew me in.”

Using metals such as bronze, stainless steel, iron, aluminum and even 
recycled scraps, Cunnane credits Art Nouveau as the influence for his 
signature organic shapes and plant details. His work adorns prominent 
buildings and landscapes in areas throughout the city and region, 
including the gateway mural in Ottawa’s Chinatown, a beautiful bench 
named “Ripples” in Aylmer, Québec and even a set of stairway grilles on 
Parliament Hill.

Cunnane’s creations vary in size and price, ranging from a couple of 
hundred dollars for smaller pieces to a few thousand dollars for larger ones. 
Larger works such as the intricate benches can often take months to complete.

In addition to commissions, Cunnane also collaborates with local 
architects and developers. He teaches at the Ottawa School of Art and his 
sculptures are on display at The Ottawa Art Gallery and the Patrick John 
Mills Contemporary Fine Art Gallery. He says his technique and style are 
always evolving through what he calls “self-propelled experimentation.” 

“I test my ideas out on people,” he says. Each time I do a piece, I see 
something new I want to try or build on next time. If I’m lucky, clients 
will come to me with an interesting idea or a job with a story or reason 
behind it.”

This flexibility lends itself well to open-minded clients looking to hash 
out their ideas with Cunnane’s home visits, sketches and active imagination.

His studio is filled with the sharp smell of bronze finish, abstract iron 
swirls and blooming orchids of the metal variety. With summer in the air, 
he is preparing for clients wanting to enhance the metal accents in their 
homes and gardens.

“Summer wakes people up and they become eager for change,” he 
says. “They want something exciting and fresh. It’s a nice time of year to 
create new things.” 

While blossoms disappear and lush leaves turn to dust, Cunnane’s 
designs stand the test of time. With the same organic twists that one 
might find in a willow branch, these metal creations combine nature, 
function and artistry in a way that won’t fade with the seasons.  OH

Forming ordinary metals into extraordinary art, Ottawa-based artist/blacksmith Cairn 
Cunnane creates functional pieces with a sculptural flair. Whether to gate a garden or 
spice-up an interior room, Cunnane’s signature organic shapes can be enjoyed in public 
and private spaces alike. Bonding more than just metals, Cunnane’s special blend of 
creativity and technical prowess is evident in each one-of-a-kind creation.
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