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“ANYTHING  
YOU WANT,  

ANY WAY YOU 
WANT IT” 

Faced with climate change, peak oil and 
the trend away from fossil fuels, many of 
us try to amend our lifestyles so we can be 
part of the solution instead of the problem. 
There is no more significant way to do 
that – every hour of every day – than to 
live in an environmentally efficient home.

At Mill Pond Woods in Brighton, constructed by Gordon Tobey 
Developments Ltd., you can be part of the solution in style and comfort. 
Heating costs range from $600 to $1000 per year, far less than conventionally 
built houses. These are R-2000 homes, which Tobey has been constructing 
since 1983, as the numerous awards on the office walls attest.

Tobey homes are built with quality building methods and environmentally 
friendly materials. They offer 30 to 40 per cent greater energy efficiency than 
homes built merely to Ontario Building Code standards. 

Mill Pond Woods is located in a natural, partially wooded area near 
Presqu’ile Provincial Park. Existing mature trees have been incorporated 
in the design of the development so that large, energy-efficient windows 
look out on towering evergreens, in contrast to the bulldozed and naked 
look of many new subdivisions.

In the elegant and accessible living room, 
diagonally laid engineered hardwood 
connects the space to the adjacent open 
kitchen and dining area.

LEFT: In the Mill Pond Woods development, 
quality, energy-efficient homes are nestled 
amongst towering evergreens. 

Continued on page 41
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Consumer response has been decisive. In this three-phase subdivision, 
the 14 lots developed in 2004 quickly sold out. In Phase Two, all but one 
of the 29 lots has sold, with the remaining loner already reserved. In Phase 
Three, only 13 of 31 lots are left, with one of those on reserve.

The model home demonstrates many options and some of the superior 
construction techniques that create imaginative design in quality finishes. 
This is not a subdivision in the “cookie-cutter” sense. Tobey administrator 
Pete Alker sums up the company philosophy: “Every home is 100 per cent 
custom – every surface, every fixture.”

There is one proviso to “anything you want,” however. If someone 
wants a house built cheaply, for example, with chipboard underlying the 
shingles, they can’t have it in a Tobey home.

Basements are optional in these fully accessible homes and 70 per cent 
don’t have one. Doorways and washrooms accommodate wheelchairs. 
Other mobility issues have been taken into account for comfortable aging-
in-place so people can live in these homes literally all their lives. Above the 
three-car garage in the model home, load-bearing trusses were installed in 
the roof to create a usable storage area; another option. Laundry facilities 

and heating-and-cooling units have their home on the main floor.
Hot water is heated by a high-efficiency natural gas boiler. Hot water 

also heats the air, which passes through a high-velocity, forced-air system 
for heating and cooling. Every corner of the house stays at exactly the 
temperature selected by the homeowner. Solar roof panels are an option 
that create free hot water in summer and, on a sunny day in winter, can 
keep the house at a comfortable temperature all day without using any 
fuel. All ceramic floor surfaces have secondary in-floor heating. Fireplaces 
add an extra level of warmth and atmosphere.

The next great secret to energy conservation, of course, is tight 
construction and full insulation in walls and windows. “There is 
no leakage,” Alker notes. Windows by North Star are triple-glazed 
and Argon-filled with insulated frames and spacer bars. Doors and 
windows in virtually any style come from Vanderlaan Building 
Products in Brighton.

Exterior surfaces are either full brick veneer or manufactured stone. 
Some small surfaces – gables, for instance – may be sided or stucco, but 
Tobey prefers to keep that at a minimum.

Columns and architectural details 
define the transition from front foyer 
to the living room.

BELOW: The sunroom adjoins the 
master bedroom on one side, the 
living room on the other. Windows 
collapse to allow warm weather 
breezes in.

BELOW RIGHT: Natural light streams 
though large energy efficient 
windows into the dining alcove and 
open kitchen beyond.

TOP RIGHT: Mill Pond Woods homes 
feature 100 per cent custom finishing 
including fixtures, cupboards and all 
surfaces in the open kitchen.

Continued on page 42

40  o u r h o m e s   w i n t e r   2 0 1 1 o u r h o m e s   w i n t e r   2 0 1 1  41

h o m e  &  b u i l d e r



Interior walls are drywalled, but custom panelling and wainscoting are 
always options. Ceilings vary in height and contours. Tobey Developments 
hired cabinetmakers George and David Typher of Brighton to complete 
all custom interior wood installations. Sine’s Flooring of Cobourg 
supplies all flooring and tile, including the diagonally laid engineered 
hardwood showcased in the model.

Granite kitchen counters come from Canadian Shield of Brighton. 
Rolston Interior Decorating of Plainfield consults with clients about 
colours and finishes, if desired, and homeowners source their own lighting 
because “it’s so personal,” Alker says. Tobey staff will also consult with 
clients about number and placement of pot lights, for example, but, as 
Alker points out, “We try to give you a home that’s very practical. In the 
end, it’s your house we’re building.”

While choices are infinite, Tobey Developments usually uses Moen 
plumbing fixtures from Noble Trade of Belleville. Roofs are protected by 
35-year asphalt shingles from Cole’s TimBR Mart, Brighton. The type and 
extent of landscaping is completely up to the buyer, but Tobey recommends 
Hollandale Landscaping & Garden Centre in nearby Trenton, “because 
they are very creative,” Alker says. Tobey’s own construction workers can 
install patios, interlocking stones or decks, if desired.

Upgrades are limited only by one’s imagination. Want a steam shower? 
Sauna? Built-in aquarium? State-of-the-art sound system in a home 
theatre? Just say the word.

“You even choose the handles on your cupboards,” Alker says.
Like lighting installations, electrical outlets are planned to suit your 

needs and the size and placement of your furniture and appliances.
Stephen Tobey, engineer son of his engineer father, Gordon Tobey, 

sums up the Tobey philosophy of house finishing: “Anything you want, 
any way you want it.” 

The Mill Pond Woods model home is open Monday to Thursday from 
1 to 4 p.m. and Saturday from 11 a.m. to 4 p.m. 

Gordon Tobey Developments Ltd. also constructs custom homes on 
lots selected by the owner.  OH

TOP LEFT: The master bedroom is just steps from the 
sunroom and has a great en suite bathroom. 

TOP RIGHT: Form and function combine in the 
personal office created off the front foyer.

A private, personal spa is infused 
with natural light controlled with 
jalousie shutters. Tiled surfaces 

throughout assure elegance — and 
low maintenance.
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