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Joe and Jane 
Lipsett had one 
primary vision for 
their new lake house 
when they met 
with the designers 
and builders – 
that it provide 
the foundation 
for fabulous 
festivities with 
family and friends. 
They envisioned 
connecting 
with their ever-
expanding family 
and close friends 
as they have for 
40 years, making 
new memories of 
fun-filled summers 
spent fishing, 
swimming, water-
skiing and tubing. 
Continued on page 38FAMILY FESTIVITIES

fabulous Glorious panoramic views of Paudash 
Lake are visible through sliding doors 
and large windows in this spacious 
open-concept kitchen/great room. 
Vaulted ceilings lined with exposed 
timber trusses, ceiling-mounted fans 
and lights, and a magnificent stone 
floor-to-ceiling fireplace make this 
custom home uniquely beautiful. 
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A large open-concept kitchen/great 
room provides gorgeous panoramic 
views of the lake from all angles 
through three sets of sliding doors and 
a large gable window. Vaulted ceilings 
lined with exposed timber trusses, 
ceiling-mounted fans and lights, and 
a magnificent stone, floor-to-ceiling 
fireplace make this space as beautiful as 
the view that inspired it. 

The gourmet kitchen by Harwood 
Kitchens was designed for easy 
cottage living, with all the amenities for 
preparing large family dinners. Joe and 
Jane particularly appreciate the lighting, 
controlled by many dimmers throughout 
the kitchen, living and dining room, 
allowing them to adjust the lighting 
to suit the mood and activity. Another 
nice feature is their sound system with 
volume controls throughout the great 
room and sunroom.

A wood-look linoleum kitchen floor 
was selected for high durability and 
minimal care. Light grey cupboards 
provide storage to spare, and complement 
the stainless steel appliances. Quartz 
countertops match the island’s espresso 
cabinet, topped by multi-toned laminate 
with matching bar stools. The dining area 
fits a harvest table large enough to sit 12 
comfortably. When there’s a large crowd, 
everyone can be involved and connected 
on the main floor, working in the kitchen, 
getting drinks or enjoying a cocktail. “And 
the good news is, there is lots of space so 
guests can help,” says Jane.

A large timberframe, glass-enclosed, 
three-season sunroom is equipped with 
vinyl windows that allow three-quarters 
of the window space to be open or closed, 
depending on the weather. Cosy wicker 
chairs and table invite you to sit a spell 
and drink in the beautiful sunsets.

SSheltered among towering cedar trees 
on the shores of beautiful Paudash Lake, 
the waterfront paradise they’ve created 
certainly fits the bill – a perfect blend 
of comfort and beauty. It’s a showpiece 
cottage in a magnificent setting. Though 
just coming up on its first anniversary, 
it blends perfectly into the surrounding 
nature, giving you the sense it’s always 
been there. 

Driving up a forested driveway, an 
inviting flagstone path and patio lead to 
the entrance of this 2,433 sq. ft. two-
storey, timberframe hybrid. Designed by 
Discovery Dream Homes and built 
by Andrew Waddell of Waddell 
Custom Homes, craftsmanship and 
luxury are evident everywhere. 

The exterior is finished in neutral 
wood siding and beautiful timber 
accents, with cultured stone on the 
wainscoting and foundation wall. 

Distinctive wrought-iron railings by 
California Iron “almost disappear as 
you look through them to the lake,” says 
Joe Lipsett. “One of the things we like 
most about the cottage is the way it fits 
so nicely into the environment, nestled 
among the trees. The exterior design and 
colour by Graham’s & Son Interiors 
are critical to this feeling.” 

Interior design work by Mackenzie 
Design Inc. incorporates earth tones  
to complement the decorative beams and 
expansive view of the lake through the 
large windows in the great room  
and kitchen. 

“You always feel like you’re still 
outside as you can always see the trees, 
lake, sky and lots of light and sunshine. 
It’s a feature we really love,” says Joe. “The 
high ceilings support this feeling as well. 
The decorative beams help lower the 
ceiling but maintain the open feeling.” 

FAR LEFT: This waterfront paradise is finished 
in neutral wood sidings and beautiful timber 
accents, with cultured stone on the wainscoting 
and foundation wall. MIDDLE: The spacious 
gourmet kitchen was specially designed to make 
cooking for large family gatherings a breeze.   
TOP RIGHT: A multi-toned laminate island 
counter and wood-look linoleum flooring were 
selected to promote easy cottage living with 
high durability and minimal care. OPPOSITE 
BOTTOM: When family and friends come to visit, 
everyone converges in the great room/kitchen/
dining area that easily accommodates a crowd.
BELOW: This timber frame glass-enclosed 
three-season sunroom overlooking the lake is an 
inviting spot to drink in the natural beauty.

Continued on page 40
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The cottage has three bedrooms and an additional bunkroom in the 
carpeted loft above the two-car garage, giving the grandkids a space 
of their own. Each bedroom features windows with a pine casing and 
back band, topped with crown moulding and distinctive eight-inch 
baseboards with shoe moulding.

“We chose to minimize the window treatments in order to enjoy the 
furniture-like trim, designed by Waddell and Mackenzie to accent the 
decorative timber,” Joe says.

The master bedroom has a private walk-out to the wrap-around deck 
through eight-foot sliding glass doors topped with a transom window, 
giving maximum exposure to the lake. The luxurious en suite has an 
eight-foot vanity with double sinks, a wall-to-wall mirror, heated tile 
floors, a custom shower with a shower seat, and a comfort-height toilet. 

RIGHT: The master bedroom 
has an en suite with an 
eight-foot vanity with double 
sinks, a wall-to-wall mirror, 
heated tile floors, a custom 
shower with a shower seat 
and a comfort-height toilet. 
BELOW:This bunkroom loft 
above the two car garage is 
equipped with a bathroom, 
giving visiting grandchildren 
a space of their own. BELOW 
RIGHT: Taking advantage of 
the view, this guest bathroom 
features a custom-built 
window with a pine casing 
and back band topped with 
crown moulding.

Continued on page 42
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LOCAL SOURCE GUIDE
Discovery Dream Homes, Waddell Custom Homes, Harrington 

Audio, Cardiff Electric, Gary Davis Contracting, Focus Flooring 

Centre, Overhead Door Company of Peterborough, Apsley 

Plus Home Services, Mackenzie Design Inc., Monaghan Lumber 

Specialities, K.L. Jackson and Sons Painting, Kawartha Stair and 

Rail Ltd., California Iron, Harwood Kitchens, R. & J. Machine, Rona 

Coburg, Leon’s Bancroft

Distinctive wood-and-iron stair railings lead to the lower level – a 
bright and airy walk-out designed for entertaining. Here you’ll find an 
office, media/family room, bathroom, games room complete with a pool 
table and bar, a second floor-to-ceiling stone fireplace, and a convenient 
freezer room. The walk-out connects to a flagstone patio area and path 
leading to the dock with an entertainment area, boat and personal 
watercraft lifts.

“Gary Davis had a great impact on the end result, designing the 
flagstone walks, grass areas and driveway entrance. Using natural 
boulders and rock with the flagstones helped preserve the natural 
look and feel,” says Joe. A key element to the completion of this stellar 
lake house was the many collaborative meetings they had with the 
“top quality, personable and cooperative” designers and builders who 
worked toward the end result he and Jane declare perfect.

From the moment the sun beams into the kitchen at the break of 
day, to the magnificent sunsets that mark its end, “you always feel 
connected with nature,” Joe says. What better way to connect with the 
people you love. OH       

ABOVE: Bright and airy, designed for entertaining, the lower level has a 
media/family room, bathroom, games room with a bar, a floor-to-ceiling 
stone fireplace and a walk-out leading to a flagstone patio and path 
guiding you down to the dock’s entertainment area.
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