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From cabinetmakers, 
window washers, 
and tile and 
flooring installers, 
to electricians, 
service managers, 
carpenters and 
excavators... Meet 
some of the hands-
on, hard working 
tradespeople and 
small business 
owners who are 
proud to call 
Southern Georgian 
Bay home.

ANDREW MORRIS
Owner, Morris Janitorial Service

Specialty: Residential Windows and Commercial Cleaning

What do you love about the work you do? I really enjoy working with my clients, going to their chalets, 
and seeing the different homes – how they’re designed and built. No day is the same, because we do each 
home just one-to-two times per year. I started part-time in 1980, and 34 years later, I’m still doing one of my 
original chalets at Alpine.

What’s your favourite radio station? I like to listen to 100.3, a Christian radio station in Barrie.

Tell us about one of your most challenging jobs: I still do this place, where they used to have four 
skylights up on the third storey on the cedar shingle roof, so I used to have to tie my rope around the 
chimney, and then come down to do the skylights, about 35-40 feet up.

Where do you see yourself in five years? Hopefully, I’ll be semi-retired by then, but I hope I have the 
health to be able to continue to do what I do.

How did you spend your last vacation? We took a trip over to England. Both my wife Denise and I have 
family in the U.K., so we spent time on the border of Wales, and Denise has family in Galway, Ireland where 
we also spent a week. We try and go over every three years.   

TRAVIS AYTON-LEE
Owner, Current Power Electrical

Specialty: Electrical Contractor

Do you listen to music or the radio while you work? I usually listen to CBC Radio One.

What are you working on now? I’m working on electrical projects, custom homes and 
custom kitchens in the Thornbury, Creemore, Collingwood and Georgian Triangle area.

What’s your favourite meal? Homemade mac ‘n cheese with old Cheddar.

What do you like to do in your spare time? I like to spend time with my kids, who are 12 and 
eight. I also enjoy off-road motorcycles, biking, rockets and radio-controlled trucks and airplanes

What’s in your truck right now? Tools, materials, blueprints and empty coffee cups. I keep it pretty 
clean and have to be very organized. There’s no point having it if you don’t know where it is.
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CHRIS BICKERTON
Owner,  
Northland Custom Flooring Inc.

Specialty: Refinishing and Installation 
of Custom Wood Floors

How many years have you been 
in business? I’ve been in business for 
12 years now. I’ve got two full-time 
workers, we’ve done thousands of jobs 
and business is really good. I’m already 
booked until next Christmas (2014).

What’s your favourite dinner 
or meal? Steak and lobster with 
Caesar salad, potatoes, a Coke to 
drink and cheesecake for dessert.

What’s hot in flooring today? 
Antique woods, like oak and hemlock, 
and old barn board. We just finished 
a 7,000 sq. ft. antique reclaimed oak 
floor that was really beautiful. 

If you could travel anywhere where 
would you go? I just got back from 
Florida, but I don’t go anywhere or do 
anything without my kids. For the next 
10 years, I plan to take them to a different 
amusement park (as long as they still 
want to be around me). We just went to 
Disney, and last summer I took them to 
Cedar Point in Ohio. It’s all about the kids.

What’s in your lunch today? Nothing. 
I don’t usually stop for lunch. I’ll 
eat when I get home. I have snacks, 
but most of the time I don’t eat very 
much during the day. I just work. 

Where do you see yourself in 10 
years? Sitting on a deserted island 
somewhere, hopefully. No, still doing 
this. I love what I do. Hopefully, when my 
kids grow up, they’ll join me. My goal is 
to get this company to a place where if 
my kids want to take it over, it’s already 
established for them.  Continued on page 64

Custom Built Homes By Dave Harrington 
705.446.7072  •  www.absolutecraftsmen.ca

In house design build services, specializing in unique contemporary, 

modern and rustic landscapes for Georgian Triangle’s finest homes.
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ALEX MACDONALD AND JAMIE KENT 

Fireplace Technicians, Chantico Fireplace Gallery

Specialty: Fireplace Installation & Service

How long have you been a fireplace technician?

Alex: Six years. I started at B&R Heating & Cooling in Nottawa and Roger picked me up after a year or 
so, and here I am. Jamie: I’ve been doing this for close to 20 years. Roger (the owner at Chantico) and I 
started in the business together and he trained me at the time, and we worked together for several years 
at another establishment. Then we both went our separate ways and here we are together again. 

How do you kickstart your day?

Alex: I stop at Tim Hortons every morning and get their new pretzel bagel with a can of Pepsi. I don’t like 
coffee. They have this mustard butter that is delicious. Jamie: Coffee. I set my coffeemaker and when I hear it 
bubbling, I get up. Then I go through Tim’s on my way here for another coffee. Might have a bagel if I’m lucky.  

Where would you like to be in 10 years?

Alex: If I win the lottery, I’ll retire. In 10 years, hopefully I’m working with Chantico and we 
have a couple of stores. Jamie: Retired, but I don’t see that happening very soon. 

What’s in your lunch?

Alex: Chicken and pasta salad, Pop Tarts and a couple of bottles of water. Jamie: A peanut butter and jam 
sandwich on rye, a couple of oatmeal chocolate chip cookies, an apple, maybe some carrot or celery sticks, and juice.  

Continued on page 66 since 1980

CUSTOM BUILT HOMES x RENOVATIONS

EXCEPTIONAL CRAFTSMANSHIP
SUPERIOR RESULTS...EVERY TIME

VALLEYVIEW CONSTRUCTION
PAUL ROGERS x 519.599.3694 x progers@valleyviewconstruction.com x www.valleyviewconstruction.com

BF
BLAKE FARROW

THORNBURY BUILDERS AND TRADES ASSOCIATION

705.443.8406    |    blakefarrowproject.ca
Canadian Green
Building Council
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JUSTIN ORMSBY
Carpenter,  
Valleyview Construction

Specialty: Finish Carpentry

How do you kick start your 
day? I don’t. I don’t eat breakfast. 
I just wake up. Might grab a coffee 
to go at McDonald’s. 

Describe what you do: I build 
houses for Valleyview Construction 
and trim them out. I do it all, from 
start to finish... including the 
foundation, plates, subfloors, walls, 
stairs, railing, and windows.

What was your first job as a 
carpenter? When I was in Grade 
10 or 11, I worked for Claude Lang at 
Sassafras Carpentry sheeting a roof, 
and it was a summer job. I’ve been 
working for Valleyview for eight years. 

Winter or summer, and why? I’d 
rather have summer. I can deal with 
the heat in the summer. I just can’t 
deal with the cold. I like swimming, 
dirt biking, fixing up houses, 
and walking/chasing my dog. 

How do you unwind on Friday 
night? With Bacardi white 
rum. I usually hang out with 
friends, or have friends over.

Continued on page 68

FRACASSI
INTERIORS
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building design
site planning

interior design
 

416.944.2898 ext 202 
brad@abbottdesign.ca 
www.abbottdesign.ca
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BRYAN BRISTOW
Owner & Cabinetmaker, Heritage Cabinetry

Specialty: Custom Furniture and Kitchens

What inspired you to be a cabinetmaker and when did you start your business? I started 
my business in May of 2006. I worked in the industry right out of high school for 25 years or so, 
partly because I needed a job. I fell in love with cabinet making and finishing and all aspects like 
kitchens and antiques, and worked my way through the ranks to get to where I am now.  

What are some cool materials you are working with? It’s trendy right now to mix wood with 
metal. Laminates and contemporary finishes, mixed with classic rich woods are also very popular. 

Where do you see yourself in 10 years? Probably right here, with a well-stocked shop and a 
couple of key people working with me.

What kind of movies do you watch? Comedies, some action-adventure, and I love 
psychological thrillers, but my wife hates them, so I don’t watch them very often. Sleeping with the 
Enemy comes to mind, the Saw series, they’re kind of gory, but the twists and turns make you think. 

What does Sunday mean to you? Normally it means a day off and time with family. Right now, 
I’m overwhelmed with the new shop, so it means some time spent here trying to get things going, 
but I try to keep Sundays for family. Continued on page 70
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TROY MURRAY, Tile Installer  
KEN SCHRAM, Hardwood Installer 
ALEX MURRAY, Tile Installer
ADAM SCHRAM, (SEATED), Tile Installer 
Floorcrafters

What’s your favourite tool?

Troy: My wet saw because it does the 
majority of the work. Ken: I like the 
Multi-Tool because it does so many different 
things. Alex: The Sigma tile cutter because 
it saves a lot of time. Adam: High speed dry 
cut because it will tackle any job. 

If you could travel anywhere, where 
would you go?

Troy: Anywhere south. Ken: Las Vegas. 
Alex: The East Coast in the summer time. 
Adam: Fiji.

What’s your favourite season and why?

Troy: Summer because it’s warm and I get to 
play golf. Ken: I’d say summer because I love 
to camp. Alex Summer as well, for boating 
and fishing. Adam: I’d say summer for all the 
same reasons everyone else said.

What’s in your lunch?

Troy: A cold meat sandwich, some fruit 
and water. Ken: Whatever the Thornbury 
Bakery is serving. Alex: I broke down and 
bought a microwave recently, so soup or 
anything microwaveable, like leftovers. 
Adam: Leftovers. Continued on page 72

•  Custom Stamped Concrete 
•  Concrete Restoration 

Patios  •  Pooldecks  •  Driveways  
Walkways • Jumbo Flagstone 

24 Years in Business 
David Grexton

grextoncustomconcrete@gmail.com

705-441-2967
Thornbury, Ontario

THORNBURY BUILDERS AND TRADES ASSOC.

info@thornbur ybui ldersandtrades.com

www.thornburybuildersandtrades.com

“There is Strength in Unity”
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KYLE FLUNEY
Service & Warehouse Manager, 
Cedarport Window & Door Centre Inc.

Specialty: Service Repairs, Deliveries  
& Troubleshooting

What did you want to be when you were a 
kid? That’s a long time ago, and it’s changed a 
few times. Well, growing up, I kind of idolized 
firefighters, as little boys do. I always wanted 
to be a professional fisherman too, because 
that’s what I live for. I do it every weekend. 

What’s in your lunch? Usually a ham 
sandwich, a banana and some chocolate 
chip cookies (Chips Ahoy!). I also drink 
a lot of water throughout the day. 

What’s your favourite tool? A Fein saw 
because it has features no other tool has. It’s 
a small reciprocating saw, vibrating back and 
forth. It’s good to de-glaze glass instead of 
the old fashioned way with an exacto knife. 
It gets into hard-to-get-to areas to shave off 
little pieces of wood or grind little spots.  

Tell us what your job entails: I’ve been with 
Cedarport for 10 years now, and my main 
responsibility as Service and Warehouse 
Manager is customer service. It’s my job to 
keep our builders and customers happy, so 
I deal with any problems they might have. I 
do service repairs, change glass, coordinate 
deliveries for two stores (Thornbury and 
Orangeville) and troubleshoot any problems. 

How do you unwind on a Friday night? 
Usually over a nice dinner with my girlfriend, 
and in the winter, I just stoke the fire and relax. 
Once in awhile I enjoy a cold glass of wine or 
beer, and then I get ready for fishing on Saturday. 
In May, I’d be out listening for wild turkeys to 
find out where their roost is to go hunting the 
next day. I live off the land, hunt my food and 
rarely buy anything from the grocery store. 

Continued on page 74

Contact Jerry Patten
 705.444.6186    info@lpattenandsons.ca

L. Patten & Sons
Quality Custom Homes Since 1958

www.lpattenandsons.ca

L. Patten & Sons specializes in custom-built  
homes and chalets in and around the Georgian Bay area. 

Let over 50 years of experience building custom  
homes work to build you the home of your dreams.

Area Rugs and Flooring   |   Lighting and Colour Consultations
Furniture and Room Planning   |   Custom Draperies & Blinds    |   Bedding and Pillows

/insideelements

Contact Lindsay to book your in-home consultation.

insideelements.ca 
705.888.8630
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JIM MCHUGH
Owner & Carpenter,  
White Barn Furniture Company

Specialty: Handcrafted Custom 
Furniture from Reclaimed Materials

How long have you been making 
furniture? I’ve made furniture in my 
basement for about 25 years, since we 
bought our first house in Ingersoll. 
Last June, we moved to Meaford, and 
I started White Barn here. I didn’t 
have a company name until I rented 
this white barn as a workshop.

What’s your favourite meal? 
The Mykonos platter on Adelaide 
Street in London, ON.

What did you want to be when 
you were a kid? A working man. 
I wanted to work outside, and 
that’s what I did for 25 years.

Tell us about one of your most 
challenging jobs: It was a mantel I 
did in a chalet in Collingwood. It was 
a barn beam and I had to make it meld 
into a really uneven fireplace rock 
face, so I couldn’t just jam the thing up 
against the sides: I had to fit it to the 
stone face. I whittled away right here 
for two days straight with a chisel. That 
was tough. And then I had to tweak it 
when I got it to the customer’s chalet.

Do you love what you do? When 
I was in the basement of my first 
house, whittling away with minimal 
tools, I dreamed of doing exactly this, 
and I’m here 10 years earlier than I 
thought I would be, and I’m living my 
dream. I have to stick with it. I just 
hope my wife will stick with me.

Continued on page 76

Gannons 
Hardwood
 there is a difference

FLOORING. STAIRS. FURNITURE.
705.441.3555

gannonshardwood@gmail.com

Garden & Landscape Installation
Garden Renovation  |  Pruning

Creative and practical design  
to suit any site and budget.

Russell Blair h.l.t.                       519-378-9046
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JOHN FERRIS
Owner, Ferris Trucking & Excavating Ltd.

Specialty: Trucking, Excavating & Septic Services

How long have you been in business, and how many employees and trucks 
do you have? The company is a family-owned and operated business started 
by my father, Cliff Ferris, in 1967. We’re an all-purpose trucking and excavating 
company offering a full range of excavation services, including trenching, and 
shoreline dredging with hydro cable and water line installation. I also have three 
licensed designers and installers of septic systems, a topsoil screening operation, 
12 employees (depending on the season) and four top-of-the-line dump trucks. 

Where are you going and what will you do on your next vacation? 
Barbados, and I plan to relax and take in some sightseeing.

What music/radio station do you listen to when you’re 
driving/working? Rock 95.7 and 104.1 the Dock.

What do you like to do in your spare time? Hobbies? 
Sports? Spare time is family time. I also like to play golf. 

Describe your favourite meal: Lobster thermidor  OH

Flawless lawns. Perfect putting greens.

IKESTURF.COM

CONTACT JEFF TODAY!
705.606.1477

pet areas play areas

putting greens

pool areasfull lawns

No more cutting, watering or fertilizing! 

Saves time & money!

Drains fast & dries quick!

Feels and looks just like real grass!

No grass stains! No allergies!

Extremely durable!

Virtually zero maintenance!

25 years custom home building experience  x  licensed general contractor  
custom homes, renovations, additions  x  quality workmanship, sound construction

for further details contact Harold Robison at
Bob Armstrong Construction Ltd.
Collingwood  |  Thornbury  (see our feature on page 98)

Your Home.Your Lifestyle.
“We designed our own home and were 
delighted as Harold and his team 
turned the drawings into reality. 
Harold was a pleasure to work with, 
more than fair with changes and 
additions. The quality of work by 
Harold, his staff and his selected trades 
was first rate. We’d recommend him in 
a heartbeat.”– Al & Lois Woolnough
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