
IIn tackling the new build, homeowners Janice 
and John chose every aspect, including the 
trades. “Building custom, you’re building a 
dream and everyone involved must be willing 
to listen and be in synch with the vision,” says 
Gabriele. The choice of builders Joel Atkinson 
and Mike Murray of Profile Custom 
Homes, along with custom home designer 
David Small of David Small Designs 
worked beautifully.

“I’m not the visionary, John is,” Janice says. 
When searching for a lot, John knew instantly 
‘this was it!’ In exclusive Southeast Oakville, 
the lot provided room for a saltwater pool by 
Solda Pools, natural stone waterfall and space 
for Janice to indulge her love of gardening. 
The spectacular design and construction of 
the landscaping was done by Gary Love of 
Southern Landscaping Ltd.

Joel is proud of the build. “It was a terrific 
project for us,” he says. “It enhanced our local 
profile in the custom marketplace. Janice and 
John gave us plenty of latitude to interpret 
their vision. We were intimately involved in 
both structural and mechanical details. It’s 
something that was important to us.” In fact, 
during the process, Joel and homeowner John 

sparked a friendship they still foster today. 
“Anybody can build a home, but John’s become 
a friend of mine, and I believe it’s a reflection of 
our work,” Joel says. 

With many years of experience in the 
industry, Profile manages renovations and 
custom builds in the Oakville, Mississauga 
and Burlington areas. 

“The challenge was to create a 4,700 sq. 
ft. home that respected the transitioning 
neighbourhood,” says David Small. “The 
result envelopes the square footage in a way 
that presents grandeur to the street without 
upstaging smaller neighbouring homes.” 
The steeply pitched roof is a blend of natural 
materials and architectural details that help 
achieve the presence the homeowners wanted, 
with the scale the neighbourhood requires. 

The winsome pool house is a miniature 
replica of the main house. David incorporated 
the same materials and architecture. “We spend 
a lot of time inside our homes, an amenity 
structure like this pool house allows Janice and 
John to look outside and delight in a miniature 
representation of their home,” David says. “It 
puts the architecture they were intimately 
involved in creating, directly in their sightline.” 

Continued on page 26

Gabriele of Gabriele Pizzale Design 
believes “great clients initiate great 
design.” Chatting about this home’s 
interior, it’s evident she approaches 
life as well as her designs with 
irrepressible zest. Coincidence 
perhaps? Zest appears as an accent 
colour throughout this house.

ZEST FOR    
DESIGN

Beautiful built-ins, arched windows, a dramatic ceiling and lovely 
textiles layer the great room with details. OPPOSITE TOP: The 
main-floor study just off the entryway provides a beautiful view 

to the front garden. OPPOSITE BOTTOM: Designer Gabriele 
Pizzale helped bring the homeowners’ vision to life.
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The home’s French Country exterior 
contrasts the contemporary interior. “As we 
get older, I think our tastes lean more to the 
contemporary, but it’s important to bring 
with us things from our past,” Janice muses. 
For the designer, emotion is removed from 
the equation. “Unlike the homeowner, I’m 
detached from falling in love with anything,” 
Gabriele says. “If something works in the new 
space, I use it. If it doesn’t work right off, but 
the client loves it, I’ll find a way to include it. 
Sometimes, OK, rarely,” she smiles, “I put my 
foot down and say, this piece just isn’t going 
to work!” Owners of a successful business, 
Janice and John wanted a soothing interior to 
counterbalance their busy working life. 

Janice imagined an open kitchen with 
high ceilings, natural light and plenty of 
storage. Installed by Pearl Kitchens, it’s 
a contemporary space with elements of 
French Country in the porcelain farmhouse 
sink supplied by Desco, and the Perron & 
Rowe European-style faucets. Single bead 
shaker cabinets are capped with exquisite 
millwork. Mullioned glass doors accentuate 
ceiling height. Hardware from Oakville Fine 
Hardware Inc. is a mix of pulls, knobs and 
handles. “Mixing emphasizes the custom 
look,” says Gabriele. John wanted a single 

material for countertops. Gabriele suggested 
a warm coalescence of marble, quartz and 
caeserstone. An Italian Calacatta marble 
backsplash was chosen for its large drifts 
and delicious taupey-brown veining. The 
quarter-sawn oak flooring in a custom taupe 
stain allows the white to pop. Rubbed-bronze 
schoolhouse-style lights from Union Lighting 
& Furnishings hang over the island and black 
and white stools deliver delightful serendipity.

The great room, the couple’s favourite 
place to relax, offers an unbroken sightline 
through Kolbe Windows & Doors to the 
hardscaped backyard. The coffered ceiling 
rises to 17 ft. and the slim beams convey 
airiness. Custom sofas and chairs with 
down-filled backs are from Gresham House 
Furniture. The varied height and texture of the 
wool rug adds interesting contrast. Oversize 
chairs nicknamed the “rooster chairs,” a 
tribute to the original rooster fabric pattern, 
were redesigned. Metal sconces are from 
Union Lighting and the metal chandelier is 
from Restoration Hardware. 

In the dining room, Duncan Phyfe chairs 
were reupholstered in off-white satin. Parson 
chairs flank the mahogany table. Architectural 
wall sconces cast light upward, showcasing 
the second-floor Juliet balcony.

RIGHT: The stately, French-
country inspired exterior blends 
seamlessly into its surroundings. 
BELOW: A curved barrel ceiling 
provides a dramatic yet elegant 
space for dining. BOTTOM: The 
beautifully landscaped backyard 
is an escape in the city.

Continued on page 28

The kitchen is full of interesting touches, from the 
striped stools to the beautiful farmhouse style table. 

The fresh white cabinetry keeps things bright.
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The master suite is serene with shades of teal, soft lighting, modern 
yet understated artwork and Benjamin Moore’s Revere Pewter. While 
in Piazza San Marco in Venice, Janice took a photograph of a lamp she 
loved. Using the photo, Gabriele commissioned two custom hanging 
bedside lamps. Silver antique mirrors from Interior Design House 
and a silk rug from Imperial Carpet & Home Inc. complete the space. 

In the en suite, contrast of the honed oriental marble floors 
is achieved with a hand-cut tile carpet of mini circles. Sconces, 
white cabinetry and oblong-cut sinks soften the setting. Polished 
nickel faucets are by The Rubinet Faucet Company. Valance boxes 
upholstered in a geometric pattern add quiet energy to the space. 

Continued on page 30

ABOVE: The master en suite is elegant and zen with sophisticated lighting and 
an earthy wall colour. TOP AND BOTTOM RIGHT: The master bedroom is full of 
custom touches in the tailored lighting, trim and window coverings.

6415 Northwest Drive Unit 32, Mississauga, Ontario
Studio visits are by appointment

Specializing in leaded glass & stained glass 
including leaded windows, door inserts, cabinet inserts and privacy panels

905.362.0417  |  www.glassworksstudio.ca

905.855.5171   www.gabrielepizzaledesign.ca
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2359 Lakeshore Road West Oakville, Ontario
905-847-2922  www.mybackshed.com

Custom Upholstery • Custom Furniture Painting • Design Services

Beautiful ThingsBeautiful Things
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There is an immensely practical side 
to Gabriele, something clients appreciate. 
“Knowing what you want is crucial in custom. 
You’re spending a lot of money and you’re 
going to live with these new spaces for a 
long time, typically people live with their 
new kitchen for 20 years. You need to love 
those spaces,” she says. Most important, 
and something on which both Gabriele and 
her clients agree: you must feel completely 
comfortable with the people you are hiring to 
help build your dream.  OH

ABOVE AND TOP RIGHT: A tranquil palette of 
taupe and lovely watercolour blue ensure a sweet 
slumber. RIGHT: The strategically placed addition 
of zesty orange adds a vibrant twist to this unique 
bedroom. FAR RIGHT: The orange is tied in nicely 
within the tiles in the adjoining bath.
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