
“Gaby has a real gift for understanding you and your lifestyle,” says Lisa, “but 
she also knows how to factor in the location and character of your house so it 
all adds up to fabulous results.” Attention to detail was important to the couple. 
They wanted their space to feel chic yet relaxed enough for their two sons. The 
home is nestled on a charming lane in Orchard Beach, an area that was once a 
summer holiday enclave for city folk to get away from it all. Despite 4,000 sq. ft. of 
living space, the home has a cottage feel, thanks to its proximity to Lake Ontario, 
its multitude of windows and its welcoming old-fashioned veranda. 

Gabriele’s design theme – upscale cottage – takes cues from the location, the 
architectural style of the home and the lady of the house who appreciates all 
things pretty, sparkly, and stylish. 

Awash in natural light and visible from the foyer, the centrally located living 
room sets the tone for the home. As Gabriele points out, “the living room is pivotal 
since you can see it from almost everywhere.” The cool, neutral palette is enhanced 
with metallic accents like mercury-glass lamps from Interior Design House, 
silver-leaf accent tables from House Warmings Inc., and a stunning three-piece 
silver mirror that serves as a work of art and reflects every detail in the room.  

The serene scheme is complemented by well-chosen fabrics on club chairs and sofas 
custom-made by Gresham House Furniture MFG Inc. and pillows in soft grey-green 
and beachy sea mist. Anchoring it all is a custom-made wool rug from Kravet Canada 
that incorporates the room’s hues. Round tables and curvy lines in accent pieces soften 
the angular architecture of the house. Finally, distressed wood tables and carefully 
arranged topiaries bring in organic elements, a must in any cottage.

The breath-of-fresh-air living room includes French doors that lead out to a 
breezy, screened-in porch. “On a nice spring day, I open them all up and all that 
lovely fresh air comes in,” says Lisa. A bronze chandelier hangs from the vaulted 
ceiling and draws the eye to another original detail: interior mullioned windows 
open out from the second-floor corridor onto the living room, allowing natural 
light to illuminate the upper level. 
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In The breezy colour scheme 
in the living room is 

complemented by the soaring 
ceilings and the interesting 

architectural elements. tOP 
left: Board and batten trim 

work on the staircase and hints 
of glimmer in the mercury lamp 

create a bright and welcoming 
entry way. BOttOM left: 

The rambling porch and lush 
gardens lend to the relaxed, 

cottage ambience.

Continued on page 38

WWhen Lisa and Brad Ebel purchased their spacious, 
heritage-inspired home, they knew it needed help 
to reach its full potential. Gabriele Pizzale of 
Gabriele Pizzale Design Inc. had worked her 
magic on their last home, and they were confident 
she would deliver a repeat performance on this 
Oakville diamond-in-the rough.
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Adjacent to the living room is the newly updated kitchen. Out went 
the crimson walls, worn countertops and dated cabinets. In came sleek 
stainless steel appliances from Goeman’s Appliances and gleaming 
knobs, handles and cabinetry from Oakville Kitchen & Bath Centre. 

Gabriele chose a combination of Benjamin Moore’s White Down 
and Fairview Taupe for a custom paint finish that blends perfectly with 
Cambria quartz countertops in New Quay. Besides choosing this surface 
for its beauty, Gabriele loves working it into her designs because it’s 
indestructible. “You could spill red wine on this, not notice for two days, 
and it will not stain!” 

The hand-pressed porcelain tile backsplash and crackled glass border 
are from Sonoma Tile Makers in California sourced through Into Interiors. 
“Each tile is handmade so they’re all slightly different,” says Gabriele.

Mercury glass pendants suspended over the island offer a touch of 
glamour. Lighting throughout the home comes from Gerrie Lighting 
Studio, one of Gabriele’s favourite sources for the exquisite fixtures that 
are a trademark of her design. 

Lisa’s favourite space is the kitchen. “When I’m there I can enjoy almost 
the entire main floor. I can see my dining room, my living room and family 
room. I can see into the sunroom and out into my yard. That’s really nice.”

Continued on page 40

Unique touches are found everywhere, from the 
stunning backsplash to the custom paint colour 

for a truly one-of-a-kind feel. left: The synergy 
between homeowner Lisa Ebel and designer 

Gabriele Pizzale created stunning results. 
BelOW left: A lovely mix of fresh fabrics and 

a farmhouse-style table lend to the easy yet 
elegant vibe that is found throughout the home.
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A servery links the kitchen to the updated dining room. Here, much 
of the Ebels’ furnishings are repurposed, but they reach new heights 
when juxtaposed with a glamorous, graphic, gold-toned chandelier 
and luxurious silk draperies embellished with a unique Barbara Barry 
iridescent-shell trim that Gabriele calls “beachy but elegant.”

The talented designer spiced up several other spaces on the 
main floor, including Lisa’s home office, the mudroom, powder 
room, and Brad’s favourite, the family room. This casual space was 
given new life with contemporary paint colours, softer window 
treatments and a revamped bar. The blue sparkles in the Cambria 
quartz countertop picks up the sublime glass mosaic tile on the 
wall. A favourite product of Gabriele’s, this tile is only available to 
the trades and “is very special since it has so much depth to it… it’s 
not that flat, glass-tile look.” 

left: Dramatic millwork is a hint of the beauty to come in the 
dining room. Entertaining is easy with a servery that connects 
to the kitchen. BelOW left: A simple round mirror reflects the 
intimate dining room. BelOW: The blue glass backsplash of the 
bar carries the beach-chic feel into the family room.

Continued on page 42
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Upstairs in the master suite, neutral hues once 
again dominate, as does an overall casual and calm 
sensibility. Lisa’s mandate – to make everything 
comfortable but elegant – is definitely followed 
here. The luxurious cream-coloured bedding 
belies its practical durability. Gabriele proudly 
describes the fabrics in the bedroom as “cat-
friendly and washable” and assured the Ebels that 
this, along with most everything she’s designed, 
will withstand years of wear-and-tear from their 
three beloved cats. Ivory cotton draperies with 
a leaf motif are the finishing touch in this suite 
which also boasts a sumptuous five-piece bath.

“One of the best compliments I get from my 
clients is that their house doesn’t look like me, it 
looks like them,” says Gabriele. “At the end of the 
day, my job was to make this the most fantastic 
Ebel house that it could be.” Judging by Brad and 
Lisa’s over-the-top level of satisfaction, it seems 
safe to say… mission accomplished!  OH

rIGHt: The window apron moulding 
and painted white bead board create 

a Muskoka-in-the-city retreat. BelOW 
left: Luxurious custom bedding 

adorns the fabulous four-poster bed. 
BelOW rIGHt: The bathroom was 

completely renovated with the help of 
Oakville Kitchen & Bath Centre.
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