
Get those projects 
completed when the 
weather is fine with a little 
help from our friends. 

MEET     GREET
PHOTOGRAPHY BONNIE FOX

DIANE DESJARDIN
United Lumber Home Hardware 
Building Centre

Tell us about your products for home 
exterior projects: Home Hardware’s 
Beauti-Tone paint products for exterior use 
offer great quality. We have various stains 
for different projects in numerous colours, 
even an oil-based stain for decks. Beauti-Tone 
offers exterior paint that can be applied in 
low temperature and is easy to work with. 
These products are durable and dirt-pick-
up resistant. It’s great to get those projects 
going early. 

How can you help with exterior home 
projects? We are always ready to help, so 
come on in. A knowledgeable staff awaits 
you to get your project completed properly. 
We have all the products needed and we can 
help pick colours, beautify your front door 
and guide you right through to the last coat of 
stain on your deck. 

When is the best time to paint or apply 
stain outside? The best time to do any 
outdoor painting or staining is when the 
temperature is a minimum of 10 degrees 
Celsius for a 48-hour span. Also, make sure 
there’s no rain in the forecast and only a 
moderate level of humidity. For best results, 
staining and painting require constant 
temperatures. 

&

Tell us about your company: We are a high performance residential 
and light commercial design and construction firm. Started nearly 30 
years ago with one employee working with local trades, we quickly 
established ourselves, providing excellent customer service and a 
reliable, high quality product. Our staff has grown to 16, including 
journeymen carpenters, apprentices and design and office staff.

What sets you apart? We provide a unique blend of high quality 
craftsmanship, coupled with new technologies, building innovations 
and energy-efficient homes. Our sister company, Quantum Engineering, 

allows us to design and build projects beyond traditional building 
techniques and materials, all under one roof.

What should every new home have today? Beautiful and functional 
design is the hallmark of a desirable house and can’t be emphasized 
enough. Every house should start with a thoughtful and rigorous 
design process. Durability and energy efficiency is also paramount 
in new home construction. Rising costs and unsustainable energy 
consumption have made this essential.

BRAD HAUSER, DAVID LALONDE & JACOB LALONDE
IHD Design Build

Continued on page 64
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LEIGH FOLKEARD 
Complete Blinds 

What’s new at Complete Blinds? 
I have just started my career with 
Complete Blinds in Barrie. This doesn’t 
mean I’m new to the industry though. As 
a graduate from the Interior Decorating 
program at Georgian College in Barrie, 
I gained the knowledge needed to be 
successful. I have worked in different 
areas of decorating but seem to always 
come back to my passion for fabric and 
window coverings. I am also developing 
our presence on social media, including 
Facebook, with fun product videos to 
help educate our followers and drive new 
business. 

What’s your most popular product 
and why? My favorite Hunter Douglas 
products are Silhouette, Luminette and 
the new Designer Banded Shades. I love 
anything with Powerview, our system 
used to automate your blinds with a 
touch of your finger. Layering window 
treatments with custom draperies 
can add texture and softness to a 
finished window.

What are your summer vacation 
plans? My summer vacation plans 
will consist of weekends at Wasaga 
Beach and maybe some day trips around 
Ontario to celebrate Canada’s 150th 
birthday with friends and family.

DARLA GOOBIE, KARA LANKIN, LARRY GOTTSCHALK, 
SUE KAY, EMMA GEORGE & SARA GRAHAM 
Allandale Decorating Centre

What’s new at Allandale Decorating Centre? 
We are constantly evolving and changing, and we 
are excited to be launching our online store later 
this month, to serve the surrounding area and the 
world with our products and services.

What decorating styles, trends and colours 
are you recommending this year? Creating 
DIY projects that add character and cosiness to a 
room. Keeping rooms simple and clean with a pastel 
colour scheme, including greys and whites, with 

added pops of colour through décor items. Add a 
wow factor to a tiny space by choosing a deep rich 
colour like a navy blue. 

What are your favourite products? Textiles for 
the wall; wallpaper. It’s an easy and simple way 
to update any room. We have beautiful patterns 
and colour options. Stone and brick patterned 
wallpaper is so sophisticated and almost a mirror 
image of the real thing.
Continued on page 66
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Tell us about Lakeside Tree Experts: We have been serving 
Simcoe County since 1963. We place a high value on the longstanding 
relationships we have developed with our customers, and their 
properties, over many years. We have made our mark in the community 
by providing the highest quality of customer service while consistently 
delivering safe and professional tree care. We are equipped to handle 
everything from the most demanding and technical tree removals, to the 
most sensitive pruning and care of your prized plantings. 

How do I know if my trees need your help? We do it all, from 
training young trees to caring for mature trees, proper planting, 

maintenance, pruning and care techniques – all vital steps in providing 
structurally sound and aesthetically pleasing trees in the landscape. 
Things that indicate that a tree needs care are dead limbs, broken or 
hanging branches, premature loss of foliage, or signs of decay or disease.

What are your favourite trees to plant in an average backyard? 
Native trees are our favourite trees to plant, like the Sugar Maple, 
because of their hardiness and impressive fall colour. Lakeside Tree 
Experts can advise on proper tree selection based on your individual 
tastes and site requirements. 

DEREK THOMPSON, JOHNNY CORNER, JORDAN VAUTOUR, 
SCOTT BLACK & MIKE BEAUCHAMP
Lakeside Tree Experts

Continued on page 68

SAM KEAYS
The Naked Edge 
Table Company 

Why is live-edge furniture so 
popular? Live-edge and reclaimed 
furniture is becoming more popular 
because of the unique story behind 
the materials used, making each 
piece of furniture different from 
the next. Whether it be a live-edge 
walnut slab coming from a local 
property, or old and weathered 
boards from a 100-year-old barn, 
each piece is unique in its own way.

Tell us about how and what you 
create: I strive to make each piece 
of furniture different from the 
standard furniture you see made 
in other shops and stores. With so 
many custom furniture builders, 
it is definitely a challenge to stand 
out but I tend to make each piece 
with an interesting twist. I am 
constantly taking in inspirations 
from what I see in my surroundings 
on a daily basis and always asking 
‘how can I incorporate this into 
furniture?’

What is your favourite summer 
meal to enjoy? My favourite 
summer meal would be homemade 
burgers enjoyed out on the 
back patio.
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Tell us about Area Rug Shop: Area Rug Shop is a unique company 
in that we solely carry area rugs. Our shops are designed for easy 
navigation so that you can seamlessly find the perfect rug. Our shops 
carry the largest selection of area rugs in every conceivable size, design, 
shape and colour.

What information do I need before picking an area rug? Have a 
good idea of the theme you’d like for your décor. An area rug is a piece of 

art for your floor that locks in that look you’ve been dreaming of. Know 
how big you’d like your rug to be. There are many rules to guide you, 
however sometimes rules are meant to be broken!

What is your favourite summertime meal? Tina: I love a nice mixed 
berry salad with a nice cold iced tea. And a chocolate cupcake to finish 
it off! Barry: I enjoy a nice barbecued sausage on a bun with a cold beer.

TINA PHARWAHA & BARRY PHARWAHA
Area Rug Shop
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LOU MAIERON, 
The Pond Professor
Silver Creek Aquaculture, Erin 

Why should I consider investing 
in a pond? There are many sporting 
and practical reasons to have a pond. 
Swimming, fishing, boating and skating or 
hockey in winter months. Pond water can 
irrigate your lawn and garden. Your pond 
becomes its own ecosystem – attracting 
all forms of wildlife. If you are considering 
adding a pond or currently own one that 
needs some help – consider our pond 
consultation service, it will assist you in 
achieving your objectives. We also carry a 
full line of pond supplies as well as all the 
trout you want!

We’ve had a pond for years, lately 
it’s being inundated by algae and 
weeds – what can we do? To reduce 
aquatic vegetation, sunlight penetration 
and nutrient loading must be minimized. 
Removing existing vegetation will 
reduce future growth. Light penetration 
is reduced by adding True Blue, which 
acts like sunglasses for your pond. Light 
reduction is most naturally achieved 
with a surface aerator (fountain), which 
ripples the water surface deflecting 
sunlight – limiting plant growth. Nutrient 
breakdown is greatly assisted by adding 
pond probiotics, Bacta Pur, which 
augments naturally-occurring bacteria.

What travel destination would you 
recommend for avid fishermen? The 
Forks of the Credit River.  OH
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