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DAYS Spring has sprung. Tackle that 
project with a little help from 
some resident experts. 
PHOTOGRAPHY BONNIE FOX

JOHN RUBINO
Owner, PT Landscaping Inc.

Tell us about your services: PT Landscaping 
provides a full range of superior property 
maintenance services, including landscaping, 
lawn maintenance and snow clearing 
at affordable rates in Simcoe County 
and Muskoka.

What are your clients asking for this year? 
People are asking for landscape lighting and 
irrigation. They are also looking for natural 
stone, patios, pools, outdoor kitchens and 
fire pits. We also plant trees, grade properties 
and lay sod.

What’s the best way to enhance the 
exterior of your home? Invest in a beautiful 
landscape. Our professional, reliable team 
has an excellent eye for detail and will work 
quickly and efficiently to create a beautiful 
landscape for you and your family to enjoy.

SANDY ROGERS
Photographer, Nest Photography

Why is it important to capture a moment 
in time with professional pictures? 
Children grow so quickly, and the everyday, 
sometimes quirky or unique things that make 
children so special are gone in a heartbeat. 
My motto in photography is “Don’t wait for 
a perfect moment. Learn to celebrate the 
everyday!”

How do you capture a special moment 
with professional pictures? I go over the 
“rules” of minimizing patterns and clothing 
with large logos that can be distracting. I also 
encourage parents to take a few steps back 
and let their children have those silly and 
defiant moments during the session. This way, 
their true personalities tend to emerge, and 
parents don’t have to feel that pressure to keep 
their children well behaved and in check!

Why do you love spring? For me, spring is a 
time to mentally and physically de-clutter the 
things that no longer work in our home and 
in my life! It’s like Mother Nature’s reminder 
to start fresh. Oh, and it’s a fantastic time for 
photo sessions! Continued on page 66
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JEFF WHITE
Owner, Jeff’s Junk

Tell us about your services: We are a locally 
owned and operated waste management 
company. Clients can rent bins to load their 
junk. We also provide a full-service junk 
removal business. Our staff will come and 
remove your junk for you. 

What do you do with my junk? Your junk is 
taken to the landfill. If our clients would like 
us to recycle, we will recycle all electronics, 
metal and organic waste.

What plans have you hatched for spring? 
We are ready for spring clean ups and 
renovations. Call us for a free estimate. Look 
for us at the spring home show at the Barrie 
Molson Centre.

CATHERINE STAPLES
Principal Designer,
Catherine Staples Interiors

What’s new at Catherine Staples 
Interiors? We are always ahead of the curve. 
We have sourced luxurious, sophisticated and 
beautifully-crafted home furnishings, lighting 
and accessories. You’ll see the new arrivals 
in our shoppe. Our CSI team will assist with 
designing, decorating and managing your 
project. We’ve also launched a women’s 
fashion boutique within the CSI showroom. 
Our brands represent timeless luxury, while 
remaining playful and modern. 

How have interiors changed? We see our 
projects adopting our philosophy of keeping 
the interiors “simply elegant.” Design means 
incorporating functionality first and foremost, 
and technology is being introduced in almost 
every room. People want more casual space, 
there’s no formal living room any more. 

What changes are you making at your 
home this spring? I’m incorporating more 
finishing touches while maintaining a clean 
and minimal interior – from accent tables, 
greenery, floral and artwork. Continued on page 68
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ALEX FOROKA
Owner,
Panorama Windows & Doors Inc.

Tell us about your products and services: 
We offer top-quality windows and doors at 
very competitive prices. Our large selection 
of colours and textures will exceed your 
expectations. Our windows and doors are 
made with premium materials for durability, 
strength, energy-efficiency and security. 
Replacement and installation of windows and 
doors is done fast, with care and precision. 

How do you know when it’s time to 
replace your windows? Everyone should 
have energy-efficient windows. New windows 
will lower your energy bills. If you have single-
pane windows, your seals are gone or you have 
condensation, it’s time for new windows. 

How do you spend your downtime during 
the spring? When I’m not working, I’m 
spending time with my wife and children. 

Continued on page 70

Tell us about your store: ChicàBOOM 
is an exciting destination for high quality 
consignment furniture, fashion and décor.

Why is it important to visit often? We 
receive new things daily. We never know what’s 
coming through the door. Each day is like 
opening a birthday present. We get to know our 
customers and will try to let them know when 
something of interest to them comes in. We also 

keep a wishlist. Coffee, tea and hot chocolate 
are always brewing, so visit, browse and maybe 
fall in love with a great piece.

How do you celebrate the arrival of spring? 
We’re accepting spring fashion, especially 
cruise wear. Just give us a quick call and make 
an appointment. Please email furniture photos 
and we will give you an idea of pricing and when 
we will have room.

TRACY STROHM 
Owner, ChicàBOOM
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Tell us about your company: We are a landscape construction company that specializes in 
hardscapes. We use natural stone and take pride in our workmanship. We put ourselves in our 
clients’ place to give them the best advice for their project.

Why are outdoor rooms a necessity these days? Canadians crave outdoor rooms to enjoy our 
short-lived summers as much as we can. Our clients are bringing the indoors out and expanding 
their living space, stretching summer for as long as they can by incorporating a heat source – a 
fireplace or a simple fire pit. Trends in outdoor rooms include three-season rooms. Clients want 
both a dining area and a lounge. 

How do you spend your downtime in spring? We don’t have downtime in the spring. As soon 
as the snow is gone, we are out visiting clients, giving them quotes for upcoming summer projects. 
We book fast in the spring, but will always find time to fit a client in who needs to meet a deadline.

DAVE GOODWIN & KIM COSTAIN 
Owners, Near North Hardscapes Ltd.

TIM MOXHAM  
Outside Sales 

CHRIS & JOHN 
FERRERI Owners, 
Road Readie Paving

Tell us about your company: 
Road Readie Paving is a locally 
owned and family operated 
paving company. Ten years ago, 
we opened with six employees 
and three dump trucks. Today 
we have grown to over 20 
employees and seven dump 
trucks. We pride ourselves in 
our professionalism and quality. 

How will Road Readie Paving 
transform my driveway? We 
have the staff and machinery 
to complete any job properly 
and efficiently. We do asphalt 
paving, concrete paving and 
interlocking stone. Road Readie 
Paving has all the tools to get 
the project done correctly 
and on time.

What’s your favourite spring 
activity? Tim: Enjoying the 
great outdoors whenever I can. 
Chris: Hiking with the family. 
John: Spring cleanup.

Continued on page 72
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MITCH & TRACEY OSTAPCHUK 
(with their dog Jackson Brown) 
Owners, Sunnidale Boarding Kennels 

Tell us about your services for pets: Our Doggy Suites and Kitty Cat Condos offer a friendly, 
modern, safe environment for your pet. We’re like a hotel for dogs and cats. Our experienced 
staff ensures boarding your dog or cat is stress-free. The suites, dog runs and kitty cat condos are 
cleaned daily and are heated and insulated to stay warm in the winter and cool in the summer. 
Music is played day and night. Your dog receives one-on-one playtime in one of three large, 
natural off-leash Bark Parks. We also offer professional dog training services.

How do you make my dog happy while I’m away? We’ll give your dog love, respect, hugs, 
playtime, long walks in the countryside and a few treats for good behaviour. 

Do you have any projects planned for spring? We are working on developing an indoor dog-
training facility for group training sessions. A dog-grooming facility is also in the works.  OH

Please visit our directory page for all contact information.

Efficiently integrating your 
property maintenance plan 

Landscape Assessment
Plant Health Care

Soil Analysis
Tree & Shrub Planting & Establishment

RR #1, Clarksburg, ON
519.599.7470

willowstone.ca
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LUMBER SPECIALTIES
POST & BEAM TIMBERS • DECKING
FENCING • FLOORING • FRAMING 

INTERIOR PANELING

7735 County Road 27, Barrie
PO Box 7189, Innisfil, ON L9S 1L0

72  |  ourhomes   S P R I N G  2 0 1 6

people


