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What’s your business all about? “We specialize in metal products,” 
says Barry Wiskel. “We build a lot of heavy-duty table legs, hand-forged 
railings, pergolas and gates, basically anything metal,” he explains. 
“People will often come to us with a picture or design of something they 
have in mind and we will build it for them.” With their forge, the couple 
can create metal leaves and branches that make a hand-forged railing 
come to life. They’ve also recently introduced wood furniture. “We’ve 
started making dining tables, coffee tables and benches,” says Michaela 
Brown. “We also build a lot of open shelving.” 

Who are your clients? The couple often help do-it-yourselfers with 
individual projects. “We have a lot of customers come to us saying they 

can’t find someone to create a specific project for them,” says Wiskel. 
These clients are excited to find someone locally who does custom 
metal work. “Because our overhead is relatively low, we are able to 
charge a reasonable price for custom work,” he says. We also offer a 
line-up of pre-designed table legs, so if someone comes to us with a 
special piece of wood they have found, they can get a pair of sturdy table 
legs to create a cherished home fixture, Brown explains. 

What do you like about this business? “Every custom job is 
unique and that makes the work interesting” says Wiskel. “It’s nice 
getting to work together, where we can stop and have lunch together,” 
says Brown.

When furnishing, 
renovating or just adding 
a personal touch to
your surroundings, 
indoors or outside, local 
pros are invaluable.
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TIFFANY ANTON-
FROGGATT
SALES MANAGER
Peterborough Appliances

Tell us about your business: A family 
enterprise, Peterborough Appliances 
has been in business for more than 32 
years. “We are a full-service store and 
we take care of you from initial selection 
right through the life of the product,” 
says Tiffany Anton-Froggatt. The store 
is large. “It’s worth the drive out here to 
have the selection,” she says. “Our number 
one goal is to find the right solution for 
the customer, whether it’s for a rental 
property or a high-end cottage. It’s not a 
cookie-cutter, big box situation.”

What’s trending? Smart appliances 
that connect with cell phones and can be 
remotely controlled are popular. “You can 
pre-heat your oven on the way home from 
work,” says Anton-Froggatt. “You can 
see the contents of your refrigerator from 
the grocery store.” Smart appliances help 
busy, working families spend more time 
together and make life easier, she says.

Your favourite part of the business? 
“We’re all family,” Anton-Froggatt says. 
“We’re all part of the community. We 
care about the community.” The store 
sponsors sports teams and works with 
breakfast programs at schools. “We’re 
from here and we love it here so we’re 
trying to take care of our community.”

BARRY WISKEL &
MICHAELA BROWN
OWNERS 
Black & Smith Ironworks
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KATE PATTON &  
COLLEEN PATTON, OWNER 
Ashburnham Paint & Wallpaper 

Tell us about your business: “We’re a small 
family business,” says Colleen Patton. “We 
offer a personal touch. We help choose colours 
and do custom colour matches and custom 
stain matches. We offer free consultations – go 
into people’s homes, help people pick out 
colours.” Ashburnham also helps decorate 
new condominiums. “They send in their 
clients and we meet down here. I always am 
so amazed that nobody ever brings in the 
same flooring, the same fabric or the same 
countertop – they’re all pretty unique and fun 
to work with.”

Why do people come to your store? 
Ashburnham has had customers for 
generations, clients whose grown children 
now patronize the store. “They like the 
service,” says Colleen. She and her husband 
Wayne grew up in Peterborough. “We know a 
lot of people and they’re very supportive.”

What’s your favourite part of this 
business? “Just looking after the people is 
very satisfying – making sure that they’ve got 
the right equipment,” she says. “I still paint at 
home. I know if I take a can of paint, get the 
tape and the right brush and roller, I can put it 
together. I can pretty well pass that on.”

Continued on page 56

JOE LESTER
CO-OWNER 
Lester Awnings

Tell us about your business: “When it comes 
to shade, we’ve got it covered,” says Joe Lester. 
His company provides interior and exterior 
shade solutions and retractable awnings for 
patios and decks. It also installs screens on 
outdoor structures or rooms to protect against 
bugs, sun and wind. “They are really popular 
today,” he says. “Everyone wants to create their 
own outdoor living space now.” 

What trends do you see? Awnings are 
becoming very popular in downtown 
Peterborough in areas such as Hunter 
Street. Businesses are dressing up patios and 
neighbourhoods. “You can’t sit out in the sun 
today without some shade,” Lester says. “A 
big trend now is people who’ve got a covered 
porch outside want to close it in with exterior 
screens.” The screens not only guard against 
sun and insects, they can withstand winds of 
up to 100 km per hour. They can be remotely 
controlled with the touch of a button. 

Why do people use your services? 
“Because they want something with quality 
that’s going to last,” says Lester. “Being around 
as long as we have, we provide great service. 
They don’t have to worry about anything, 
ever again.”
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DARRYL CLODD 
& REBECCA 
CZERNIAWSKI
Delray Granite

Why build with granite? Granite is a 
natural stone that has unique patterns 
of colour and markings. It is a statement 
piece for your home. There is no way to 
duplicate the natural beauty of this stone. 
It is a durable material that can withstand 
heat and scratches and with the lifetime 
sealer is stain resistant.

What can Delray do for homeowners? 
Delray Granite is an importer and 
fabricator of natural stone and quartz. 
The company will guide clients through 
the process of stone and edge selection, 
to laser templating, then fabricate the 
countertop at our facility and finally 
deliver and install countertops with our 
professional team. Whether projects 
are big or small, Delray provides quality 
service and products

What’s popular or new in stone 
finishes? Delray offers different finishes 
for granite from polished, leathered and 
honed to meet all needs.  OH
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