
The Experts

SHAWN SMANDYCH
Owner, Sassy Digs, Minden

Tell us how you got started? Shawn opened 
his home furnishings store after hearing 
clients at his hair salon yearn for a place where 
they could find appealing furniture and home 
décor without having to drive long distances. 
“Because I had a background in interiors, it 
just made sense to evolve into this. It grew a 
lot faster than we expected,” says Shawn, who 
worked with a home builder in Calgary, where 
he styled show homes, model homes and 
spec homes.

What products do you offer? “Pretty much 
anything – bed, bath, home décor, lifestyles, 
jewelry and body products, lighting, furniture, 
coffee tables, side tables, wallpaper, slip 
covers, custom made upholstery – to a degree, 
artwork – local as well as manufactured. Sassy 
Digs supplies Finium decorative hardwood 
wall panels, a modern version of wall 
panelling. “It’s the best way to get a panelling 
look without feeling like you’re doing 
panelling from the ’70s,” he says. “We try to 
feature predominantly Canadian products.”

Your favourite part of this enterprise? 
“Trending. Just looking forward to what could 
be coming down the road and trying to get it 
before it actually gets on the road,” he says. 
“Typically, at the store, we’re finding a lot of 
the stuff that we personally trend – what we 
would pick and source out on a project. We’re 
typically about a year-and-a-half ahead of 
what most companies are doing.” he says. “So, 
when we pick, we’re picking very specifically 
to make sure we’re not just doing what 
everybody else is doing.”
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Professionals make home building, 
renovating or decorating a pleasure. Continued on page 52

NICOLE YOUNG,
DOUG BELSEY, President 

& TYLER LUCAS 
Focus Flooring Centre, Peterborough

How did you start this business? Doug 
had worked at a local flooring store for 25 
years when he chose to venture out on his 
own. “I decided that we should try to create 
something a little bit different with products 
that are unique and unusual, kind of funky and 
fun,” he says. “So, we’ve spent the last eight 
years building a showroom that incorporates 
tile and wood and stone from all over 
the world.”

What products do you supply? “We offer 
tile, stone, hardwood, laminate, sheet vinyl 
flooring and vinyl planks,” he says. “A lot of it 
is exclusive to us. You won’t find it anywhere 
else. For some of the lines we have we are the 
sole Canadian distributor. That makes for 
an interesting shopping experience for our 
customers. They really enjoy the selection. 
It’s not something you would ever see in a 
box store or any of the other local stores. It’s 
unique to us and it makes people’s homes 
unique to them and they appreciate that.”

Do you install everything you sell? “We 
have an amazing group of installers who work 
for us. We like to think they are the best in the 
business. Their attention to detail is second 
to none. When we’re putting these beautiful 
exclusive products in people’s homes, it’s very 
important that they be installed correctly. The 
workmanship is very well done.”
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AL ROSE, Owner
Stalwood Homes, Cobourg

How did you start this business? “I built 
my own house back in the early ’80s and I 
thought, ‘I can do this,’ and started a little 
renovation company.” His firm grew by word 
of mouth. “I became a framer. So, I framed, did 
all the hand work and learned how to actually 
construct and do it quickly and efficiently.” 
Stalwood now builds 50-60 houses a year, 
ranging from about $200,000 to $3 million, 
from 800 sq. ft. condos to complete custom 
homes of 6,000 to 8,000 square feet.

What kind of housing do you build? 
Stalwood allows people to make choices 
when building their homes. “It complicates 
our business but it is what we are. We can’t 
just give people certain packages. We’ve 
tried that. It’s not in our makeup,” he says. 
“People ask us to do this or do that and we 
just do it. We just learned how to do it and to 
be effective doing it.” The company has five 
building sites, including Brighton, Cobourg, 
north of Cobourg, Baltimore and Grafton. He 
is also starting a rental project, a small gated 
community for his own rentals.

What’s your favourite part of the 
business? “Custom building and 
development. Now that I have people who 
really help me a lot in this business, it’s 
allowing me to go out and find new product, 
new land and to develop property,” he says. “I 
had to become a developer just to keep myself 
in business.”

How did you get into this business? Kerri 
Rogers and her husband, Randy started as 
employees in this upholstery business, originally 
established in 1945 by brothers Robert, Ron and 
William Peltz. Kerri, the company bookkeeper and 
salesperson, and Randy, who did woodworking 
and made cushions, took over the business in 2008. 

What sort of work do you do? “We do a lot 
in the realm of the decorating world but our 
primary work is renovating furniture, recovering, 
rebuilding, repairing and padding,” says Kerri. “We 
do a lot of antique furniture but we also branch 
out into commercial work like restaurant seating. 
We reupholster motorcycles, snowmobiles, ATVs, 
recreational equipment and boats. We do some 

cars as well.” Restwell sews every imaginable kind 
of cushion for trailers, boats and patios. It also 
makes curtains and drapes, sells cellular blinds and 
roller blinds. Restwell has upholstered seats from 
Maple Leaf Gardens, rocking horses, horse-drawn 
sleighs and antique fire trucks. It’s currently 
working on a project for Harley-Davidson.

What’s your favourite part of the business? 
“One of my favourite parts is just helping 
customers find that perfect fabric,” she says. 
Bringing family heirlooms back to life, making 
them look and feel better and last longer is 
especially rewarding. “That really means a lot to 
customers – that piece of furniture that belonged 
to their grandmother or grandfather.”

KERRI ROGERS, Owner 

& SUSAN TERRY, Sales
Restwell Upholstering Co. Inc.
Peterborough

Continued on page 54
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Tell us about Original Flame? “I got started 
in this business in 1993 and in 2007 decided I 
wanted to do my own thing and started this 
company. I wanted to show merchandise 
that’s a little bit different and focus more on 
the client, rather than what’s in stock in the 
warehouse. I wanted to bring more style into 
the fireplace industry.” 

Tell us about that style? “We’ve got Jøtul, a 
cast iron company, one of our major lines, from 
Norway. They’ve got a very traditional look but 
they have some very modern looks too. Jøtul 
can go into almost any home. The quality is 
topnotch. We’ve been really pleased with them. 

We also show different gas products.They’re 
becoming more mainstream with a modern 
look – linear or rock with crushed glass inside, 
instead of logs. We also carry ethanol fireplaces. 
They are nice in a condo, an apartment, or in a 
room where you don’t want to do gas piping or 
you can’t get venting. They hang on the wall like 
a piece of art.”

Your favourite part of the business? Helping 
clients. “Every client is different and their needs 
are different. It’s fun to help them narrow down 
what they’re looking for – whether it’s just 
ambience or heat or ambeance and heat. We can 
guide them through the process.”  OH

DAVID EYRE,  
Fireplace Consultant

& MICHELE KADWELL-
CHALMERS, Owner
The Original Flame Inc.
Peterborough

APPLIANCES
Peterborough Appliances, 64

ARCHITECTS/ARCHITECTURAL 
DESIGN
Normerica, 47, 61

AUTOMOBILE SALES AND SERVICE
Subaru Canada, 2

AUTO WASH
Villa Auto Wash, 32

AWNINGS/TENT RENTALS
Lester Awnings and Tent Rentals 
 Corp., 19

BOATING & DOCKING
Bruce Custom Fabricating, 33, 59

BUILDERS & NEW HOME  
DEVELOPMENT
1867 Confederation Log Homes, 4
Construct & Conserve Building Inc., 29

Linwood Custom Homes, 11

Normerica, 47, 61

RWH Construction, 9
Stalwood Homes, 15, 59

Tobey Developments, 43

CANVAS & UPHOLSTERY
Restwell Upholstering Co. Inc., 32

ELEVATORS & LIFT SYSTEMS
Cottage Lifts, 45

FINE WOODWORKING/CUSTOM  
FURNITURE/CARPENTRY
Cabinetree, 21

FIREPLACES & STOVES
Chemong Chimney, 32

The Original Flame Inc., 19

FLOORING, STAIRS & TRIM
Focus Flooring, 15

Sine’s Flooring, 37

Trackside Interiors of Peterborough  
 Inc., 32

FOOD & DRINK/RESTAURANTS/ 
CATERING/DELI
Delectable Fine Foods, 33

FURNITURE/HOME DÉCOR/ 
INTERIOR DESIGN/GIFTS
Bennett’s Home Furnishings, 13

Birchview Design, 36

Lakeshore Designs, 33, 59

Lockside Trading Company, 49

Sassy Digs, 19

The Design Group, 29, 61

Twohey Home, 33, 63

GARAGE DOORS
Overhead Door, 32

GARDENING/GREENHOUSES/ 
NURSERIES
Griffin’s Greenhouses, 8

GRANITE & STONE
Delray Granite, 27

HEATING & COOLING/GEOTHERMAL
Hanwell Plumbing and Heating, 29, 61

Kegel Heating & Cooling, 45

HOME IMPROVEMENTS/ 
RENOVATIONS
Construct & Conserve Building Inc., 29

Normerica, 47, 61

HOT TUBS/POOLS/SPAS
Sterling Pools & Spa Ltd., 19, 61

INSULATION
Owens Corning, 7

KITCHEN AND BATH
Aya Kitchen Designs, 36

Delray Granite, 27

Harwood Kitchens, 45

Kitchen Cabinet Solutions, 8
Saniflo, 5

LIGHTING
Vanvark Electric, 37

OUTDOOR STRUCTURES
Bruce Custom Fabricating, 33, 59

PAINTING & DECORATING
Benjamin Moore, 57

Paintastic, 33

PLUMBING & ELECTRICAL
Hanwell Plumbing and Heating, 29, 61

Norm’s Cash & Carry, 33

REAL ESTATE
Engel & Völkers, 6
Re/Max All-Stars Realty Inc. –  
 Cathy Hopkins Poole, 33

Re/Max Eastern Realty –  
 Betty Johnson, 32, 59

Royal LePage Frank Real Estate –  
 Susan Bowie, 45

Royal LePage Frank Real Estate –  
 Jo Pillon, 32

TELECOMMUNICATIONS
Telus Canada, 3

TREE CARE SERVICES/ 
ARBORICULTURE/ARBORIST
Logan Tree Experts, 32

WINDOW FASHIONS
Howie’s Blinds, 33

Sine’s Flooring, 37

OUR HOMES is committed to ensuring the businesses above appear under the correct headings. To make a correction, or to have your business listed under more than one heading, 
please email lisa.leonard@ourhomes.ca or debra.parks@ourhomes.ca. To have your business listed in our Home Resource Directory, call us to advertise at 705.750.7736 or 905.885.4208.

OUR HOMES attracts the area’s finest businesses to advertise in our pages, and utilize our unparalleled distribution and coffee-table appeal to 
market their products and services. We’re making it easier for you, our readers, to become educated as you plan your home- and real estate-related 
purchasing decisions. View these business ads online at ourhomes.ca/peterborough. The listings below are organized alphabetically by industry.
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