
DECK
THE

HALLS
Sixteen local design professionals reveal their 

inspirations, holiday traditions and a few of 
their favourite things.

MISSY SHARP
Missy Sharp Interior Design

Inspiration on Instagram: I love  
@michael_adamson_studio’s abstract 
paintings and @intdeshomes.

Favourite room: Honestly, I love them all. 
From busy family rooms, to serene bedrooms, 
even the hall and laundry room – bringing 
creativity and flair to any space is extremely 
satisfying.

Favourite local hotspot: Art galleries in the 
Tremont Studios: I follow several artists there 
and love to just drop in and see what is new. 
Gibson & Company: Great multi-generational 
meeting place!

Five words to describe your holiday 
season: Family. Friends. Food. Fire. Fresh (air, 
energy, ideas, etc.). And lots of skiing.

MARINA FARROW & 
KATHERINE ARCARO
F.A.D. Inc.

Favourite artist: Marina: Historically, 
Caravaggio (1571-1610). In present day,  
Mr. Brainwash’s inspiring pop art.

Design project you would like to tackle at 
home: Katherine: My daughter’s bedroom! 
She is happy with it but I would like to do 
something different.

Holiday tree: Marina: December 1st, we go 
to the pop-up spot at First Street and Old 
Mountain Road. They are always the first to 
open and I like the tree to be up for the whole 
month of December.

Favourite colours: Katherine: Mauve, white 
and grey. And I love red and green!

PHOTOGRAPHY BONNIE FOX

Continued on page 78

ourhomes   F A L L / H O L I D A Y  2 0 1 7   |  7776  |  ourhomes   F A L L / H O L I D A Y  2 0 1 7

people



MIA WALKER
Alair Homes Collingwood

Inspirations: All the strong, motivated and 
entrepreneurial women in my life. I have 
always been interested in the concept of 
fragmentation and with ideas of abstraction – 
where our collaborations with other creative 
industries provide us with an opportunity to 
express our ideas through different scales. A 
brilliant design will always benefit from the 
input of others. 

Favourite holiday heirloom: We’ve had 
these little wooden push-up collapsible 
figurines since childhood and we continue to 
collect them every year! 

Favourite local suppliers: Loft Gallery Inc. 
in Thornbury. I get so inspired by the life, 
colours and imagination the art provides. 
Nowadays, there is a lot of fluidity between 
art, architecture and fashion – a lot more 
cross-pollination within the disciplines – that 
collaborate in a very contributing way. 

JODY DECOSTE
The Painterie

Inspirations: Seeing a “diamond in the rough” 
gets my creativity going, picturing what I can 
do to that item to make it a thing of beauty. 

Favourite holiday heirloom: Growing up 
I had one of those porcelain Christmas trees 
that had little electric lights inside of it. It was 
broken at some point. A number of years ago I 
came upon one in my travels and the memories 
of my grandfather came flooding back; I 
bought it and now every Christmas I bring it 
out, and I am back in my grandparents’ home 
that was full of joy, love and laughter.

Favourite local suppliers: Reuse stores, 
thrift stores and antique yard sales. 

Five words to describe your style: Cabin 
modern. Colourful. Creative and bohemian!

JESS WILKINS 
Naked Designs

Inspiration: New York’s Hudson Furniture 
is a huge inspiration of mine. Founder Barlas 
Bavlar started the company, like myself, solely 
based off a love of art, design and architecture. 
He creates stunning live-edge furniture with 
subtle accents of steel, glass and concrete 
resulting in modern yet elegant pieces. 

Holiday tradition: Spending every holiday 
together as a family, wherever that may be. 
One year we may be in Bermuda celebrating 
Easter in our bikinis and the next in long 
johns in Whistler, B.C. The tradition seems 
to be constant change, keeping everyone on 
their toes.

Favourite local supplier: The local sawmill. I 
can truly say I enjoy sorting through the large 
hardwoods looking for the perfect piece to 
complete a design, further getting inspired by 
each and every slab!

BRITTANY  
STEPTOE WRIGHT 
BSW Design

Favourites on Instagram: @lizmariegalvan, 
her style is very cottage chic and rustic;  
@kristywicks, she is classic and elegant and 
has the cutest little pup, and of course  
@jillian.harris because she’s Canadian and her 
stories are hilarious and super real. 

Favourite room: Our hotel room at Dalhousie 
Castle in Scotland. It had floor-to-ceiling 
doors opening onto a turret balcony and plaid 
bed hangings. It was fabulously outrageous 
but classic at the same time. It may also have 
made me feel like royalty. 

Favourite local hotspots: In summer, The 
Beaver Valley Cidery. In winter, The Dam Pub 
in Thornbury. 

One word to describe your holiday 
season: Gezellige – the Dutch word meaning 
all the warm, happy, sparkly, cosy, tickle-your-
soul feelings of the holidays. 

Continued on page 80
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CINDY McMULLIN 
Décor Design

Favourite design artist: Sarah Richardson. 
Years ago I remember my mother saying to 
me, “Do you ever watch this young girl on TV? 
She’s just like you!” That was a wonderful 
compliment! 

Design project you would like to tackle 
at home: Our master bathroom. Back in 1998 
when we built our home, corner whirlpool 
tubs and one-unit shower stalls were popular. 
It’s time for an update! I’m looking forward to 
designing a spa-style bathroom with a vessel 
tub and a walk-in tiled shower with some 
bells and whistles. 

Favourite colours: I love neutrals. The 
“greige” tones, along with whites, silver and 
gold, are all timeless shades. Best of all, when 
using these shades you can add a splash of 
colour by season just by adding cushions, 
throws and a picture. 

SHARON ALLAN 
Van Allan Design Centre

Inspiration: Ralph Lauren. His timeless 
designs incorporate their locational quirks 
– his world-renowned collection of Native 
American blankets has provided the design 
base for many a ski lodge.

Favourite holiday family heirloom: Who 
doesn’t love sitting down to dinner with fine 
china, silver and linen? We use the good stuff 
for every Sunday dinner because life is too 
short not to. And I will admit to putting the 
family cutlery (it is just silver-plated) in the 
dishwasher and love that the Rosenthal china 
can go there too.

Favourite local suppliers: We try to access 
Canadian suppliers for the most part and 
like to partner with local artisans. Brenda at 
Mumba is someone who deserves a shout out 
and comes to mind.

Continued on page 82
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HERMA VEGTER-PETRIE
Lëuk

Favourite artists: Martha Sturdy, a 
wonderful Vancouver-based artist whose 
work is totally fabulous. Local potter Jan 
Fleming who does outstandingly different 
clay pieces.

Holiday tree: We love to go to an outdoor 
vendor at night with all the lights twinkling 
– hopefully it’s snowing – to pick the biggest 
tree on the lot (which is mostly always 
too big). 

Favourite colours: Oh, this is going to be 
hard… Thinking hard on this one… I would 
have to say, umm, maybe… white? Oh, maybe 
no… Yes, white! And maybe a little taupe and 
cream, but wait… when I step way out of the 
box… it’s dark grey and maybe a soft white! I 
just can’t help myself! White and every shade 
of white are just so soft, calm and clean… with 
such an opportunity to add so many things...

JO REDMAN
Redman Watson

Inspirations: The New York Five’s Richard 
Meir and Robert A. M. Stern. Photographs 
that tell the story of a person’s life, of 
architecture, love, family, nature. A playful 
attitude always inspired by my inner 
childhood wonder and creative mind.

Favourite holiday heirloom: No heirlooms, 
just family recipes that gather us around the 
holiday table. The holidays are about people, 
not things.

Favourite local suppliers or shops: 
Markets, antique shops. I do support many 
of the local interior design retailers but I also 
like finding things off the beaten path in little 
shops on my travels.

One word to describe your design style: 
Civile – the Italian word meaning understated 
elegance, classic, modern, timeless. My style, 
however, adapts to the client and what brings 
them joy in their space.

Continued on page 84

STERLING CUSTOM KITCHENS Bringing your ideas to life...

705 888 4854

sterling@sterlingcustomkitchens.com

CONCEPT  l  DESIGN  l  BUILD
sterlingcustomkitchens.com
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SHERI COLES 
Suite Envy

Inspiration: Sitting and flipping through 
beautiful books and glossy magazines with a 
steaming hot tea. I tend towards architectural 
influences over purely interior design. 

Favourite room: It varies depending on 
mood. Rooms are capable of metamorphosis 
and that’s why I love them as a canvas. A 
kitchen can be a bright boisterous hotbed 
of activity and deliciousness or it can be a 
quiet, calm place with a single dimmed light 
on after the house has gone to bed where one 
can sit and meditate on the day. My job is to 
understand how my clients will live in the 
rooms in their homes – in all their iterations 
– and create spaces that are fluid while still 
being beautiful and welcoming. 

Five words to describe your holiday 
season: 28 Christmas trees last year!

CATHERINE STAPLES
Catherine Staples Interiors

Favourite artists: I enjoy the works of many 
local artists, including Michael Kilburn and 
Andrea Rinaldo.

Design project you would like to tackle at 
home: New lighting and hardware. It’s an easy 
way to enhance and update your space.

Holiday tree: We usually get ours from 
Street’s Flower Shop in Orillia.

Favourite colours: I like neutrals and 
earth tones.

Continued on page 86

Specializing in...
 

Kitchen Remodels
 

Bathroom Remodels
 

Whole Home/Condo  
Remodels and Updates

 
Experience with older homes  

and legal income suites!

www.sandkinteriors.ca
info@sandkinteriors.ca

705-441-1815

Granite Is A Luxury You Can Afford! 

www.discountgrani teplus.ca • www.thet i lebar.ca 

The Tile Bar & Design Co.
705.315.TILE
250 Bayview, Unit 3, Barrie

Discount Granite Plus
705.481.1236

756 Huronia Rd, Unit 1, Barrie

5 YEAR 

ANNIV
ERSARY SALE!

THE TILE BAR & DESIGN CO.
DISCOUNT GRANITE PLUS
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PAMELA FARROW
Pamela Farrow Architectural 
Technologist

Inspiration: I curl up on a Sunday with 
the many great architectural and design 
magazines I receive. I rip, tear, file and 
save; a valuable tool in helping clients 
visualize options. 

Favourite room: Picking a favourite room 
would be like picking a favourite child, 
impossible. 

Favourite local hotspot: The Ravenna 
General Store is one of my favourite places to 
grab a quick and delicious bite. Furbelow’s 
keeps me fashionable even when it involves 
work boots.

Three words to describe your holiday 
season: A miracle of marvelous mayhem.

ROB HISEY
Rob Hisey & Co. 

Favourites on Instagram: @sarahrichardson, 
@candiceolson and @nateberkus, to 
name a few.

Favourite room: A very well designed master 
bedroom/sitting room. A tranquil place after 
the hustle and roar of the day.

Favourite local hotspots: Along the water, 
with dinner and live music at the Boathouse in 
Midland, it takes me back to California. Also 
Blue Mountain Village, it takes me back to my 
favourite ski resort, Aspen.

Describe your holiday season: Family, 
fantastic food and goodies, the smell of holiday 
greens and the fireplace, holiday decorations. 
Giving back to deserving people, I use the 
holidays to pay it forward, especially in the 
grocery line.

Continued on page 88

since 1980

CUSTOM BUILT HOMES x RENOVATIONS

EXCEPTIONAL CRAFTSMANSHIP
SUPERIOR RESULTS...EVERY TIME

VALLEYVIEW CONSTRUCTION
PAUL ROGERS x 519.599.3694 x paul.valleyview@gmail.com x www.valleyviewconstruction.com

E: info@logfurnitureandmore.ca • T: 800.557.0985 x 2
www.logfurnitureandmore.ca

Beds • Bunks • Dining Tables • Muskoka Chairs • Saunas 
Bedding • Lighting • Decor • Pool Tables • Hammocks

Shipped Directly to Your Home or Cottage.

Panoramic Red Cedar Barrel Sauna
Relax & Enjoy All Year Long
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ANDREA RINALDO & 
SUZANNE STEEVES
Butter Gallery

Inspiration on Instagram: @tonicliving

Favourite room: The living room/kitchen.

Favourite local hotspot: Butter Gallery!

Three words to describe your holiday 
season: Family coming together.  OH

LINDSAY HERBERT
Baywood Designs

Favourite artist: Annie Sloan. Annie’s unique 
and quirky style and sense of colour have been 
so inspiring for me as an artist and designer. 
My love for colour is stronger than ever, 
thanks to her... so long boring beige and greige.

Design project you would like to tackle at 
home: The attic! It’s tricky finding the time 
to work on personal projects, but it’s been 
something I look forward to creating with my 
eight-year-old daughter. 

Favourite colours: I love all colours, but the 
ones that speak to me most are brighter and 
richer like red, navy blue and emerald green. 
On the softer side it would be duck egg blue 
and pale yellow.

SEE OUR DIRECTORY FOR ALL 
CONTACT INFORMATION.

Wine Women               & Welding
Bring a group to our most popular hands-
on workshop.No experience necessary, 
just a sense of adventure! This four hour 
workshop for $75 (+ tax) is a great way to 
have fun and work with tools to create your 
own piece of metal art.  
Pre-registration is required!

Michael Pocock  |  519-599-1066
ironworksartscentre. com

Corporate 
Team Building

Workshops

Metal Art Sculptures

art
inspiration
education

Create a warm welcome  
with outdoor lighting.

ELECTRICAL
RESIDENTIAL • COMMERCIAL

 684063 Sideroad 30, Holland Centre, ON

519 794 0018

Mon - Thurs - 7:30am to 5:30pm
Friday - 7:30am to 12:30pm

CALL FOR QUOTE

moggievalley@gmail.com

High Quality: White Pine, Red Pine, Cedar, Hemlock
1" Boards - 2" Dimension; 4" and 6" Squares

ALL DECKING MATERIALS
BOARD & BATTEN   POST & BEAM 

WHITE PINE FLOORING   T&G SIDING

BUYER OF STANDING TIMBER

BUY DIRECT FROM THE SAWMILL!

excavating services • septic system installations  
professional electrical contracting

trucking and hauling

Servicing the entire South Georgian Bay area!

75 Sandford Fleming Rd, Collingwood
705-446-1407
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