
Step outside into a garden that 
takes all your cares away! These 
home and garden experts are 
showing us some of their best work 
and can make your outdoor space 
stand out in your neighbourhood.

MATT CIVIERO
CERTIFIED LANDSCAPE 
DESIGNER

The Landmark Group

I’m inspired to create lasting landscapes 
for amazing clients. I’m inspired by warm 
summer days that will soon be here. I’m 
inspired to spend quality time outdoors 
with friends and family.

GREEN 
PHOTOGRAPHY BONNIE FOX

AT WORK
Who Inspires You: My wife Kate, a 

glass artist, who never ceases to amaze 
me with her creativity and craftsmanship. 

2019 Trend: Simplified spaces, weeding out 
clutter and really focusing on how you use a space 
and who you use it with. DIY Trick: Create a master 
plan for your landscape project, even if you build 
it in stages. Colour Of The Year: When it comes 

to plants, you can never go wrong with 
green, it’s all about combining different 

hues and textures.

AT HOME 
Favourite Tree: Acer 

griseum or paperbark maple. 
Outdoor Exercise: European 

football. Money-No-Object Addition: 
School-style gymnasium. 

Best Vacation: Visiting 
family in Italy.

with envy 

JESSICA LADLY
GREENHOUSE MANAGER

Riverside Greenhouses

I get inspired by colours and textures. I 
love all the different forms and shapes of 
the plants that I work with and enjoy using 
their natural habits to create colourful and 
unique combinations.

AT WORK
Inspiration: My parents. Their 

passion for growing, their willingness 
to learn and their dedication to each 
other and their business is amazing! 

2019 Trend: Eco Pots made from recycled 
plastic. DIY Trick: Recycle clean wooden 

pallets as vertical herb gardens. 
Colour Of The Year: Coral. AT HOME

Favourite Tree: Sugar 
maples. Outdoor Exercise: 

Hiking. Money-No-Object Addition: 
Update the greenhouse structures 
and add beautiful show gardens. 

Best Vacation: Our family 
trips to Florida.

Continued on page 92
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LUKE 
WILLIAMS
OWNER

Williams Outdoors Inc.

Our incredible clients for this project 
wanted a California-style outdoor 
space, built to last on their Georgian 
Bay beachfront location. We used a 
palette of bright and durable materials 
constructed to achieve a long-lasting 
resort atmosphere.

AT WORK
Inspiration: Creative and 

innovative use of materials. 
2019 Trend: Real wood decking 

products with a 30 or even 50-year 
warranty against rot. DIY Trick: Invest 
in quality outdoor materials that are 

durable in our harsh climate and build 
it to last. Colour Of The Year: 

Hopefully lots of sky blue.

AT 
HOME

Favourite Tree: Tough 
to pick one, but I love blue 

beech. Outdoor Exercise: Building 
landscapes. Money-No-Object Addition: 

Natural swimming pool. 
Best Vacation: Spending time 

with my family around our 
future dream natural 

swimming pool!

Continued on page 94

Canadian Manufacturer of Artisan Lighting, 
Furniture and Metal Art 705.735.4414

740 Huronia Rd. Unit 8, Barrie, ON L4N 6C6
northerniron@bellnet.ca | www.northerniron.ca
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Get in touch.
705-888-1238 

info@mclean-contracting.ca 

mclean-contracting.ca

design 

build 

management
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AT WORK
Who Inspires You: My parents 

and their commitment to excellence, 
their courage and their perseverance. 

2019 Trend: Big, dramatic, graphic plants 
and green as an integral part of décor 
and interior design, indoors and out. 
DIY Trick: Less is more. Less watering. 

Less fussing. Colour Of The Year: 
Green. Love.

AT HOME
Favourite Tree: Can’t 

pick just one, palo verde, 
birch, poplar, larch, beech, olive 
and cypress. Outdoor Exercise: 
Hiking with friends with dogs. 

Money-No-Object Addition: Easy 
– a greenhouse. Best Vacation: 

The desert.

HEIDI EHLERS
OWNER

GREEN LOVE

To know that someone came up with the 
idea to use moss, ferns and living plants to 
create indoor vertical gardens inspires me 
every day. That’s creativity – seeing the 
familiar in unfamiliar ways. 

Continued on page 96
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Interior Design

Space Planning

Cabinet Design

Custom Furniture

PORTER SKELTON 
& A S S O C I A T E S L T D

DESIGN~BUILD~RENOVATE~RESTORE
Office-Shop: 14 Stewart Road, Collingwood

705-444-1999  Info@porterskelton.com

The quality design-build solution trusted by  
homeowners for over 30 years.  

Positive relationships, creative designs and  
clear process with every project.

30
YEARS
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AT  
HOME

Favourite Tree: Maple. 
Outdoor Exercise: Walking the 

dogs. Money-No-Object Addition: 
All the bells and whistles outdoor 
kitchen. Best Vacation: An 1,800 

km Ski-Doo trip from Sudbury 
to Timmons to Wawa.

AT WORK
Inspiration: The passion 

that happens at the end of a 
project and seeing how it all came 

together. 2019 Trend: Pools. DIY Trick: 
If you don’t have a level, use a half 

glass of water on a two-by-four. 
Colour Of The Year: Benjamin 

Moore’s Black Horizon.

PETER 
OOSTERHOFF 
OWNER

Zwart’s Topsoil & Landscape Supplies

Spring is here, so bring your ideas to us. With 
23 years’ experience in hardscaping, water 
features, natural and precast patios, fire pits 
and pools we can turn those ideas into the 
garden that you’ve always wanted. 

Continued on page 98

Red Apple  
Electric

Heather McIlwee
Master Electrician 
ECRA/ESA #7012230

Collingwood, ON
705.716.3738
redappleelectric@gmail.com

Irrigation and Outdoor 
Lighting, Design, Installation 
and Service Since 1988

www.georgiansprinklers.com
Toll Free: 877-426-5296

Local: 705-428-4608

Call TODAY for 
a FREE Estimate

FULL SERVICE REAL ESTATE
COLLINGWOOD • THORNBURY •THE BLUE MOUNTAINS

118 COURCHEVEL CRESCENT - $1.750M
Stunning custom home with expansive views and outdoor living  

936 SIXTH STREET - $1.5M
New build & income bungalow on 2 acres backing to the Black Ash Creek & Ravine

SOLD SOLD SOLD

KAREN E. WILLISON
Sales Representative, ABR®, SRES®

p: 705-888-0075
e: kwillison@royallepage.ca
www.CollaborativeRealEstate.ca
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AT WORK
Inspiration: The seven 

generations of the Knights family 
who have worked in this business. 

2019 Building Trend: The combination of 
stone, wood and steel to finish the exterior 
of your build. DIY Trick: When opening a 
package of zip ties, don’t cut off the top 

of the bag. Cut a slit in the middle of 
the bag and they won’t fall out. 
Colour Of The Year: Benjamin 

Moore’s Raccoon Fur.

AT HOME
Favourite Tree: Oak. 

Outdoor Exercise: Frisbee. 
Money-No-Object Addition: 

Outdoor cooking centre. 
Best Vacation: Staycation!

RYAN KNIGHT 
CONTRACTOR SALES

Knights’ Home Building Centre

The Beaver Homes and Cottages Book offers 
many exciting plans for your dream retreat. 
Guaranteed pricing on the materials is an 
added benefit. Pick out your favourite plan and 
we will help make it a reality. Continued on page 100

Note: These statistics are compiled using data from the MLS system of the  
Southern Georgian Bay Association of Realtors and are believed to be reliable.

As usual, we focus where we specialize - residential single-family homes & condos in the 
Blue Mountains, Collingwood & Clearview of the WESTERN DISTRICT of S. Georgian 
Bay. The lack of sufficient inventory continues, and thus so do the elevated prices. 
However, the stats seem to show that those elevated prices ARE negotiable and are taking 
a bit longer to sell.
Specifics are below but Western District condos sold at about 97.2% of their asking price 
& averaged 64 days to sell (DOM), a change from Q1 2018’s 98.6% ratio & 45 DOM. The 
average sale price was $406,100, up from Q1 2018’s $348,107. Months of inventory was 
just under 6 (defined as the measure of how fast all existing homes on the market would 
last assuming a) no more listings are added, & b) the rate at which homes sell is constant 
as per the average of the last 12 months of sales), a slightly slower rate of sales than Q1 
2018’s 4 months of inventory. Single family homes sold at approx. 97.9% of their asking 
price & averaged about 58 days to sell, very little change from Q1 2018. The average sale 
price was $705,839, up a bit from Q1 2018’s $680,572. Months of inventory was just 
under 7, slightly slower than the 5.6 months of Q1 2018. The majority of sales were in the 
$500,000 to $700,000 range but 21 sold over $1M, and 2 sold over $2M.

MARKET INSIGHTS
The most relevant issue of Q1 to real estate is the new Federal Budget. The following 
commentary contains excerpts from other authors, thanks to Tim Ward, The Mortgage 
Centre, Murtaza Haider & Stephen Moranis, the Mar 28th National Post, & Mark 
Weisleder, Real Estate Lawyers.ca.
As of Sept 1/19, CMHC (Fed Gov’t) will be offering first time homebuyers no-interest 
equity mortgages, aka shared equity mortgages – “SEMs” – of 5% for a re-sale home & 
up to 10% for a new home from a builder. 
For example, if a borrower purchases a $400,000 home with 5% down & a 5% 
CMHC SEM ($20,000), the size of the borrower’s insured mortgage would be reduced 
from $380,000 to $360,000, helping lower the borrower’s monthly mortgage bill. 
Qualifications/Restrictions: total household income less than $120,000, home purchase 
up to $505,000. No ongoing monthly payments are required, the buyer would repay the 
incentive, for example, at resale. One can assume if that resale nets a profit, part of said 
profit will have to be shared with the Government. This should also mean that if one loses 
money on that resale, the government (meaning the taxpayer) would share in the loss. 
We’ll see.
Whether or not the Liberal budget proposal to implement SEMs will improve housing 
affordability for first-time homebuyers is debatable. In the U.K., SEMs led to people 
buying bigger houses, not taking on less debt. This similar initiative by the U.K. 
government 2013-18 led Matteo Benetton of Haas School of Business, U of Calif, to 
conclude that the households used SEM “to buy more expensive properties, not to 
reduce their mortgage debt / house price risk exposure.” By the way, if the borrower 
defaulted, the government had the right to foreclose. Of interest is that most of the eligible 
borrowers in the U.K. (61%) did not take advantage of the SEM. The authors believe that 
the borrowers were mindful of future home price appreciations & were reluctant to share 
expected capital gains with the government.

The authors opine that improving affordability in Canada’s most expensive housing 
markets will take more than SEMs. What’s needed are aggressive plans that incent 
homebuilders / developers to produce more housing of diverse types to offset the 
increase in housing demand. Such changes will require cutting the red tape that delays 
approvals, and streamlining levies & development charges to help build vibrant, 
sustainable communities.

Also in this Budget is the RRSP Homebuyer withdrawal limit increased to $35,000 per 
person, $70,000 per couple, repayable over 15 years, to your own RRSP. Money must 
be in your RRSP account at least 90 days before it can be withdrawn, an important 
consideration for a closing date!

HIGHS, LOWS & SPECIFICS
COLLINGWOOD:
• The high sale was a downtown home at Maple & Third for $1,250,000.
• The low sale was an 865 SF 2 bdrm, 1 bath condo in Cranberry for $227,000.
• Condos: Q1 2019 (vs Q1 2018): 72 listed, 40 sold (141 listed, 36 sold); avg DOM 62 

(28); avg sale to list price – 96.9% (98.7%); avg sale price $444,575 ($355,893) – up 
approx. 25%.

• Single Family Homes: Q1 2019 (vs Q1 2018): 135 listed, 67 sold (195 listed, 
50 sold); avg DOM 44 (40); avg sale to list price – 98% (98.3%); avg sale price 
$563,027 ($502,896) – up approx. 12%.

THE BLUE MOUNTAINS:
• The high sale was a stunning home on 36 acres near the Georgian Bay Golf Club for 

$2,950,000.
• The low sales were all under $200,000, 8 condo-hotel units in the Village at Blue.
• Condos: Q1 2019 (vs Q1 2018): 86 listed, 28 sold (176 listed, 38 sold); avg DOM 68 

(60); avg sale to list price – 96.3% (98.2%); avg sale price $341,532 ($338,171) – up 
about 1%.

• Single Family Homes: Q1 2019 (vs Q1 2018): 80 listed, 49 sold (347 listed, 45 sold); 
avg DOM 44 (57); avg sale to list price – 97.7% (97.6%); avg sale price $948,420 
($869,025) – up 9%.

CLEARVIEW (Nottawa and Nottawasaga Districts):
• The high sale was a 2015 built home on 2 acres just west of Nottawa for $1,750,000.
• The low sale was a 900 SF house in Nottawa village for $251,000.
• Single Family Homes: Q1 2019 (vs Q1 2018): 62 listed, 31 sold (391 listed, 87 sold); 

avg DOM 87 (55); avg sale to list price – 97.7% (97.8%); avg sale price $645,955 
($495,263) – up approx. 30%.

For a detailed analysis of the property 
you wish to sell or buy, please 
contact us at your convenience. 
We are here to help you 
make an informed decision 
and to SAVE YOU TIME!

REAL ESTATE MARKET SNAPSHOT – Q1 2019 IN REVIEW
O U R  H O M E S  S P E C I A L  A D V E R T I S I N G  F E A T U R E

Jane Moysey, Broker – (705) 888-1982 jane@janemoysey.com
Lorraine McDonald, Sales Representative – (705) 444-4216 lorrainemcdonald@rogers.com

www.janeandlorraine.ca
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AT WORK 
Inspiration: Our passion 

for working outdoors. 
2019 Trend: Staycations in your 

own perfect backyard. DIY Trick: Use 
steak knives to get the perfect 

edge to your garden beds. 
Colour Of The Year: Benjamin 

Moore’s Clear Skies.

AT HOME
Favourite Tree: Linden. 
We even named our son 

after it. Outdoor Exercise: 
Doing what we love, working! 
Money-No-Object Addition: 
Professional outdoor ice rink. 

Best Vacation: Camping under 
the stars by a lake, with the 

whole family.

DARLENE & KEVIN  
HACKSON
OWNERS

Hackstone Landscapes

We love the outdoors and creating spaces where our 
clients, their friends and family can enjoy nature in a 
beautiful setting. Every project is an opportunity to share 
our love of the outdoors by building the perfect space 
you’ll enjoy for years and years.

Continued on page 102

Lindsay Herbert,  
Owner of Baywood Design &  

 Annie Sloan,
Creator of Annie Sloan Chalk Paint

164 Clark St, Clarksburg
519 599 5444

www.baywooddesigns.com

info@logfurnitureandmore.ca • 800.557.0985 x 2

Beds • Bunks • Dining Tables • Muskoka Chairs • Saunas 
Bedding • Lighting • Decor • Pool Tables • Hammocks

Shipped Directly to Your Home or Cottage.

www.logfurni tureandmore . ca

SHOP ONLINE
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NOW AVAILABLE!   
A double unit  

portable restroom 
trailer for all your  

special events.  
Equipped with  

upscale finishes  
provides a more 

luxurious amenity for  
your guests comfort.

CONTACT US FOR MORE INFORMATION & RENTAL AVAILABILITY     
EMAIL: INFO@ARDIELSEPTIC.CA  

CALL: 519-599-5997  WWW.ARDIELSEPTIC.CA

INC
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GREG 
WILKINS
OWNER

Mulch-It

This photo shows how we take 
unused or problem areas and make 
them into spaces that allow people 
to get out and enjoy their land. From 
learning about building lots, creating 
trails for all seasons and reclaiming 
overgrown land, we can help you 
utilize your land to its full potential.

AT WORK
Inspiration: My Dad. He 

passed away three years ago 
and every day I see what he did for 
me and I strive to do the same for 

my children. 2019 Trend: Take back 
land from invasive species. DIY Trick: 

Put the chainsaw away and call 
us. Colour Of The Year: 

Slate grey.

AT HOME 
Favourite Tree: The lilac. It 

is quintessential rural Ontario and 
reminds me that spring is finally here 
and summer is just around the corner. 
Outdoor Exercise: Hiking through our 
trails on our family farm with the kids. 

Money-No-Object Addition: Buy more 
land. Best Vacation: Spontaneous 
summer beach days on the bay, 

right here in Grey County.

Continued on page 104

custom interiors • upholstery & slipcovers
drapery & blinds • bedding • toss cushions

designer fabrics • custom furniture

705 446 6552
freshdesign@rogers.com 

www.freshdesigninteriors.ca

Dean Taylor, BA CPA CMA
Senior Financial Advisor

Assante Capital Management Ltd.
16 Huron Street, Unit 1

Collingwood, Ontario L9Y 1C4
Phone: 705.444.1457 / 866.522.1457

Fax: 705.445.4724
Cell: 705.351.0890

At Assante 
Wealth Management, 
we know empathy 
and encouragement 
matter as much 
as expertise.

This is why 
we’re here.

Assante Capital Management Ltd. is a member of the Canadian Investor Protection 
Fund and is registered with the Investment Industry Regulatory Organization of Canada.

O L I V E R  W O O D  
D E S I G N S

C R E AT O R S  O F  
A RT I S A N  H O M E  A C C E N T S

studio/gallery by appointment
1-226-668-8487  |  oliverwooddesigns@gmail.com 

oliverwooddesigns.ca

Home Decor & More 
20 Balsam St., Collingwood -  519.447.0053 

1000 10th St. W., Owen Sound - 519.447.0052 
29 Young St., Alliston - 416.936.2263

Inventory & selection changes frequently.

...just what you need.

Visit us often!
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WILHELM & 
SILKE BOKER 
OWNERS

AMP Champ Inc. 

Our photo shows that we can install light 
fixtures that brighten up your pathways 
and patios and also showcase your home.

AT WORK
Inspiration: We are a 

solution-based business, so 
we love a challenge. 2019 Trend: 

Electric car charging stations. DIY Trick: 
Instead of bagging grass clippings, use 
it as a mulch for your vegetable garden. 

Clippings keep the weeds down, the 
soil moist and fertilize your garden. 
Colour Of The Year: Our business 

colours, blue and green.

AT HOME 
Favourite Trees: Silke: 
Birch. Wilhelm: Cedar. 

Outdoor Exercise: Silke: 
Gardening. Wilhelm: Cutting wood. 

Money-No-Object Addition: A 
greenhouse or sunroom. 

Best Vacation: The 
Grand Canyon.

Continued on page 106

519.538.2000 | 206532 
Highway 26, East of Meaford

KNIGHTS’

www.kitchencraft.com

3 REASONS TO COME TO KNIGHTS’
- Tracy, who has a wealth of design experience
- Free 3D design
- With our installation program 
 we will see your job through 
	 from	start	to	finish.

Your Home.Your Lifestyle.

Building custom homes since 1986  x  licensed general contractor  
custom homes, renovations, additions  x  quality workmanship, sound construction

contact Harold Robison at

Bob Armstrong 
Construction Ltd.

Collingwood  |  Thornbury
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SEE OUR DIRECTORY FOR ALL CONTACT INFORMATION.

MARK 
HIGGINSON
OWNER

Natural Stonescapes

This project in the photo 
engulfed all of my favourite 
design elements. We integrated 
natural materials onto a site 
with an interesting grade. All 
the natural plantings and the 
forest backdrop soften this 
home’s new landscape.  OH

AT WORK 
What Inspires You: Challenging 
sites. Trending This Year: Low-

maintenance native plant material.
DIY Trick: Duck tape and PL Premium 
adhesive can fix just about anything. 

Colour Of The Year: Black.

AT HOME
Favourite Tree: The 

apple tree on my front lawn is 
a great place for my bird feeders. 
Outdoor Exercise: Walking our 

huskies. Money-No-Object 

Addition: A big new shop. 
Best Vacation: Fishing trip 

to Quebec.

Why do builders 
call us?

Because we sell and service all 
your HVAC, plumbing, electrical 
and generator needs. Residential, 
commercial, industrial.... 
we do it all.

Over 60 years of growth and excellence 
since 1954

519-599-2123
www.clarksburgcontractors.com

Why should we be 
your only call?

Because we sell and service all 
your HVAC, plumbing, electrical 
and generator needs. Residential, 
commercial, industrial.... 
you can call us too!

Over 60 years of growth and excellence 
since 1954

519-599-2123
www.clarksburgcontractors.com

Why should we be 
your only call?

Because we sell and service all 
your HVAC, plumbing, electrical 
and generator needs. Residential, 
commercial, industrial.... 
we do it all.

Over 60 years of growth and excellence 

519-599-2123
www.clarksburgcontractors.com

Why should we be 
your only call?

Because we sell and service all 
your HVAC, plumbing, electrical 
and generator needs. Residential, 
commercial, industrial.... 
we do it all.

Over 60 years of growth and excellence 
since 1954

519-599-2123
www.clarksburgcontractors.com

Why should we be 
your only call?

Because we sell and service all 
your HVAC, plumbing, electrical 
and generator needs. Residential, 
commercial, industrial.... 
we do it all.

Over 60 years of growth and excellence 
since 1954

519-599-2123
www.clarksburgcontractors.com

Why should we be 
your only call?

Because we sell and service all 
your HVAC, plumbing, electrical 
and generator needs. Residential, 
commercial, industrial.... 
we do it all.

Over 65 years of growth and excellence 
since 1954

519-599-2123
www.clarksburgcontractors.com

Why should we be 
your only call?

Because we sell and service all 
your HVAC, plumbing, electrical 
and generator needs. Residential, 
commercial, industrial.... 
we do it all.

Over 60 years of growth and excellence 
since 1954

519-599-2123
www.clarksburgcontractors.com

www.roadreadiepaving.com
705.719.0074 • 1.855.607.PAVE
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