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Psssst! In case you haven’t heard, the Kawarthas are the new Muskoka. 

Long ago, the First Nations gave the area its name, which means “land of shining waters.” Today, the 
shining waters of the City of Kawartha Lakes are part of the scenic and historic Trent Severn Waterway 
that stretches from the Bay of Quinte on Lake Ontario all the way to Georgian Bay.

Long a popular area for house-boating, cruising and rustic summer cottages, Kawartha Lakes is 
now a choice location for luxury vacation homes, providing a breath of fresh air in any season for busy 
executives and active retirees.

SHINE ON
BY  E I L EEN  ARGYR IS  //  PHOTOGRAPHY  BY  SANDY  MACKAY

Continued on page 24

The landscaping 
complements the gabled 

roof lines and views out and 
back from Balsam Lake.

ABOVE: The stone 
forecourt nested in the 
L-shaped wings of this 

all-season vacation home 
shelters arrivals from 

prevailing winds.

RIGHT: There are many 
spots to socialize and 

relax, including the shade 
of the pergola atop the 
waterfront boathouse..
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One such all-season getaway belongs to Don and Lori Bowes. Their 
property on the shore of beautiful Balsam Lake offers all the comforts of 
home – and then some.

The general contractor was Infinity Fine Homes of Lindsay. Infinity 
President Paul Barber, P.Eng., MBA, oversaw the project from beginning 
to end. With over 30 years’ experience in the business, he was who the 
Bowes trusted.

This is a true custom home designed by Kelly McKinley of id9 
Architects of Calgary with input by Lori Bowes. In every nook and cranny, 
quality craftsmanship and attention to detail are revealed. Every room has 
a spectacular view of the lake.

The exterior features a roof of cedar shakes, copper flashing and 
valleys, prefinished cedar siding on the gable walls, two-step fascia and 
cedar soffit laid lengthwise, inset with wooden vents. 

The spectacular landscaped lot was designed by Landscape Architect 
Helen Batten of Basterfield & Associates of Peterborough.

The interior is flooded with sunlight; a 190-degree panorama of garden, 
lake, hills and trees is revealed by the folding glass-panel door from the 
great room, giving a floor-to-ceiling tableau. When the 15-foot-long wall 
of glass is folded back, there is a seamless joining of interior and exterior, 
as guests move freely from the open concept kitchen-living area onto the 
patio, floored with black sandstone imported from India. Continued on page 26

ABOVE: Sunlight streams  
across the expansive 

counterspace of the kitchen 
adjoining the great room.

TOP RIGHT: Radiant heat  
extends the comfort of the open 

deck off the great room on the  
ground floor.

RIGHT: The 15-foot glass wall 
of windows retracts, joining the 

great room to the open deck and 
190-degree view of Balsam Lake.
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The interior floors are reclaimed, wide-board southern yellow pine. 
The kitchen is centred by a large island, obviously a family gathering 
place, adjoining the living area. The concave flared sides of the range hood 
over the six-burner stove echo the shape of the two-sided, see-through 
fireplace between the back-to-back open concept living area and office.

A separate formal dining room offers a walk-out to the patio plus two 
walls of windows facing the lake to take advantage of the spectacular view. A 
nearby butler’s pantry offers easy access for hosting even the largest gatherings. 

Overnight guests – even whole families – can be accommodated 
privately in a spacious 28-by-40-foot wing over the three-car garage that 
includes a kitchenette, sitting room, three bedrooms and a full bathroom. 
Bedrooms for the two youngest children are upstairs in the main portion 
of the house. Here you’ll also find a truly luxurious master suite with 
13-foot cathedral ceilings, a wall of windows facing the lake and its own 
“dream” en suite bathroom with two sinks sunk in granite counters, a 
soaker tub and separate glass shower enclosure. The solid nickel taps have 
a brushed finish, adding to the spa feel of the room. Laundry facilities are 
in a separate room on the same level and the whole area opens onto the 
two-storey, cathedral ceilinged lobby that rises from the front door to the 
roofline, with an expanse of windows crowned by a charming semicircular 
eyebrow window.

LEFT: Elegance and comfort combine 
in the third-floor master bedroom.

TOP: As in every room, masterful 
attention has been given to line  
and perspective in the en suite 
master bathroom.

ABOVE: A hand-cut stone wall  
adds ambiance in the wine cellar.

Continued on page 28
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The lower level boasts a polished concrete floor with the look of 
aged leather and a wine cellar incorporating a hand-cut stone wall made 
using indigenous limestone from the property. The gate posts at the road 
entrance are made from the same material. On this lower level is a spare 
bedroom, a kids’ play area and home theatre with a walkout to the lake.

At the shore of the lake is a boathouse that features a rooftop deck with 
pergola for entertaining, barbecuing or boat-watching. Turn one way and 
look at the lake, turn the other and marvel at the limestone-reinforced 
terraces where, today, lavender and other colourful plants and flowers 
exude their gentle fragrances. There is landscape lighting installed in the 
garden for evening enjoyment.  OH

T RADESPEOP L E  WHO WORKED  W I TH  TH E 
CONTRACTOR, ARCHITECTS AND OTHERS ON THE 
PROJECT INCLUDE: Milt Peel & Sons Excavating (exterior 
hardscapes), Cenzura Landscaping (exterior softscapes 
and lighting), Lakelands Custom Carpentry (interior 
finishing carpentry), Entertaining Interiors, Dimmelow 
Custom Carpentry (exterior siding and cedar shake 
roofing), Squires and West (concrete foundations), 
Clifford Masonry, Pinder Electric, Benson Plumbing, 
Houston Marine Systems (railways and docks).

On the waterfront, docks  
extend access into the view.

ABOVE: The boathouse pergola is 
ideal for outdoor entertaining.

www.hickorylanekitchens.com

705 742 7782Showroom:
280 Perry St., Unit 9
Peterborough Mon - Fri 9am-5pm • Saturday by appointment

info@hickorylanekitchens.com

No home investment yields more in terms of family enjoyment and resale value than 
a beautiful, functional kitchen. See our showroom, talk to our custom designers and 
consultants and you can be sure of:

• individual attention and service
• truly superior design, quality, and craftsmanship 
• exotic or indigenous woods in unique finishes  
• a gathering place worthy of your family, your friends, and your fabulous food!

    Your kitchen is its heart...

    Your home is your pride and joy

Furniture Repairs n Refinishing

Reupholstering n Barrymore Dealer 

Stylus n Trica Barstools n Shutters 

Draperies n Blinds n Wall Beds

Complete In-home Services
Free Estimates

w w w . v o s b u r g h h o m e d e c o r . c o m

143 Rose Glen Rd S, Port Hope, ON

905.885.2885 n 1.877.885.2885

one
store
for
your
perfect
floor

7963 COUNTY RD 2
COBOURG

905.372.3331
800.265.6871

A great Selection of
Floor Coverings & Window Treatments

at AFFORDABLE PRICES!

WWW.DICKSONCARPETONE.CA
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