
IThe sunlight sparkles on the man-made pond as its fountains gently murmur messages of tranquillity. 
In the strategically placed garden beds, dozens of varieties of flowers and shrubs generously exude their 
colour and fragrance. Overlooking all, the spacious, modern wood-and-stone house solidly presides.

Seven years ago, Brad and Linda Pitre and their young son and daughter discovered this ultra-private 
47-acre property with a trout stream in the heart of Northumberland County’s famed rolling hills. They had 
been looking for the perfect site for their dream home. They knew they had found it.

“We spent a whole winter just clearing the site for the house,” says Brad, who with his wife and business 
partner, Linda, operates Braelin General Contracting, specializing in high-end homes. The massive task 
of clearing was accomplished, he says, by “just the family and some of the guys that work for me.”

There were plenty of challenging thorn bushes to be cleared but, of course, the surrounding hardwood 
and a number of mature trees in the clearing were left standing. Now, the surrounding forest provides privacy 
and scenery as well as fragrant logs for the home’s two wood-burning fireplaces, free for the chopping.

The public road that leads to the Pitres’ winding driveway from the south is not maintained by the 
municipality so there is no access from that direction once winter snows drift in. There is an alternate 
access route to the north and the family has four-wheel drive vehicles so they never have any problems 
getting in and out Brad says. Nor do they have a private plow.

“I just use a snow-blower” to clear the 700-foot driveway, Brad says cheerfully.

PASTORAL 

It’s an idyllic day to be in this idyllic spot. The sun is high 
and hot, but a cool and sheltering forest holds its expansive, 
gently sloped lawn in its peaceful embrace. 
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paradise

Continued on page 44

The three-storey Pitre home overlooks a pastoral 
man-made pond. Water fountains gush skyward 

at the flip of a switch. FAR LEFT: Linda and Brad 
Pitre delight in their home’s natural surroundings. 

LEFT: A waterfall cascades in front of the 
secluded pump house at pond’s edge.
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On the approach to the property, leaving the drive and entering the 
clearing, the house is an impressive sight. With 4,300 sq. ft. of living 
space, it is a sizable dwelling, but it’s imposing also because of its brilliant 
situation. Along with the soaring, three-storey wall of windows facing 
southwest to overlook the drive, pond and gardens, the subtle earth tones 
in the Shouldice stone walls and Maibec prefinished wood siding make it 
a majestic fit for the setting.

Visitors are greeted by the family German Shepherd who stands guard 
but, having been assured by Linda that the newcomers are welcome, 
quickly shows her friendly side. In addition, the Pitres have two large, 
beautifully groomed cats and two horses for riding. 

With horses, domestic pets, indigenous wildlife, dirt bikes and a 
trampoline down by the pond (“the kids can bounce right into the water,” 
Linda says) in addition to a 16-by-32-foot in-ground pool, it’s heaven on 
Earth for the kids – and their parents.

Naturally, their company, Braelin General Contracting, was their home 
builder of choice. Brad and Linda designed the house themselves, based 
on their years of experience and on Linda’s extensive file of clippings 
from magazines, illustrating the features she wanted, including: granite 
kitchen countertops sourced from Canadian Shield Stonecraft, floors 
from Gaylord Hardwood Flooring, geothermal heating and cooling by 
G&G Comfort Cooling Inc., fabricated open steel-framed staircases by 
Ex-LL (with solid maple treads crafted by Braelin), and architectural 
roofing by A-1 Roofing. Continued on page 48

TOP LEFT: Custom designed floor-to-ceiling storage 
for outdoor wear and riding gear means everyone’s 
quickly ready to go. The family dog enjoys the 
functional foyer too. ABOVE: A patio area beyond the 
foyer is a protected gardener’s area. RIGHT: Fresh 
herbs and flowers from the extensive gardens accent 
a table setting. FAR RIGHT: An antique dining suite 
complements the modern architecture of the home.
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Cosy transitional furniture and expansive 
windows capture the natural light, colours and 
comfort of the main floor great room.
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The Pitres also wanted a finished basement with radiant heat floors 
there and in the mudroom, four bedrooms, three bathrooms, a central 
great room with wood-panelled cathedral ceiling and an elegant master 
bedroom loft with en suite. The exterior second-floor decks have gorgeous 
views. Throughout are energy-efficient Ostaco 4000-series windows  
and doors. 

“I use these windows and doors in the homes I build (for clients) 
because they have more profile and style and this is a high-end window 
that meets everybody’s budget,” Brad says.

Windows and kitchen cabinets were sourced from Cobourg Home 
Hardware Building Centre.

G&G Comfort Cooling installed the two wood-burning fireplaces – one 
in the great room and the other directly below, in the basement family room.

Adjoining the central great room is another unique feature of this home 
– a sunroom, which also adjoins the kitchen and dining room – offering a 
blissful space for morning coffee or a cosy cuddle-up area for reading on 
winter evenings when dinner is over, dishes are done and the kids, aged 
16 and 20 years, are busy with homework. It’s a place apart, and yet not.

RIGHT: The sunroom, located off 
the kitchen and dining areas, is 

Linda’s favourite space. BOTTOM 
LEFT: The open concept kitchen 

is a busy family centre. Every 
cupboard is designed for specific 
storage use. BOTTOM RIGHT: An 

open steel staircase with solid 
maple treads rises to the third-

floor master bedroom.

Continued on page 52

www.hickorylanekitchens.com

705 742 7782Showroom:
280 Perry St., Unit 9
Peterborough Mon - Fri 9am-5pm • Saturday by appointment

info@hickorylanekitchens.com

No home investment yields more in terms of family enjoyment and resale value than 
a beautiful, functional kitchen. See our showroom, talk to our custom designers and 
consultants and you can be sure of:

• individual attention and service
• truly superior design, quality, and craftsmanship 
• exotic or indigenous woods in unique finishes  
• a gathering place worthy of your family, your friends, and your fabulous food!

    Your kitchen is its heart...

    Your home is your pride and joy Hello,Cottage.
Meet Modern rustiC.

stonylakefurniture.ca   1 Stanley St. Lakefield   705 652 7444

Contact us for a free in-studio interior design consultation

2078 Davis Road
Peterborough, K9J 6X4
705.742.2636

Just down the road from 
Monaghan Lumber

Grant Drew 
Designer Stone
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RIGHT: Antiques and a handmade quilt by Linda 
appoint a main floor guest room. BELOW LEFT: 
A spa oasis has been created in the main floor 
bathroom. BOTTOM: A Juliet balcony in the master 
bedroom overlooks extensive lawns and gardens. 

Liz Rand
Interior Designer

p 705.775.1838  |  m 705.761.0604  |  liz@studio-design.ca

www.studio-design.ca

D E S I G N

S T U D I O

A creative and affordable resource  
for your kitchen and bathroom renovations.

20 Years Experience.

Authorized Woodstove & Repair, Marmora
613-472-1057 pelletpower@live.ca

One Stop Fireplace Shop, Little Britain
705-786-7755 www.onestopfireplaceshop.ca

Spirit of the Fire, Young’s Point
705-652-5055 www.alternativeenterprises.ca

The Original Flame, Peterborough
705-742-9452 www.theoriginalflame.com

The New F370 Wood or GF370 Gas
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Peterborough-Winter-F373-Redo.pdf   1   9/30/11   1:05 PM
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“It’s my favourite space,” Linda says. Along with gardening, interior 
decorating is Linda’s department and her style is eclectic. Inherited 
antiques and found treasures are seamlessly blended with traditional and 
modern pieces to form a harmonious whole. One of her favourite sources 
for home décor is Cobourg’s Urban Loft. 

The Pitres’ landscaping – contoured by Country Homes Garden 
Landscape of Castleton and designed and maintained by Linda – is 
so remarkable it was featured on the Northumberland Big Sisters Big 
Brothers Garden Tour this year. During the dry summer of 2011, the grass 
and flower beds were nourished by in-ground irrigation, a system of 

hundreds of feet and 46 taps, installed by Pro-Turf Irrigation of Bewdley.
The pool, supplied and installed by Clear Choice Water Centre, 

is an outdoor oasis set into the rise of a hill overlooking the rolling 
lawns and woods beyond. Brad has built a fragrance-filled cedar-lined 
cabana to hang towels and bathing suits and store poolside furniture. 

The essential comforts of this rural retreat were laid by Blake 
Construction Services, Ferguson Electric, Campbellford Well 
Drilling and Taylor’s Overhead Doors. 

The ambience of this house and its grounds spells happily ever after 
for this hard-working family.  OH

The outdoor swimming pool is nested 
in the hillside behind the home. 
ABOVE RIGHT: A cedar-lined cabana 
constructed by Brad Pitre serves as a 
fragrant change room. BELOW RIGHT: 
An outdoor dining area has been 
created on the deck off the dining room. 
It’s the perfect spot for birdwatching.

WWW.DICKSONCARPETONE.CA

LET OUR EXPERIENCED, KNOWLEDGEABLE 
STAFF ASSIST YOU IN SELECTING THE 

PERFECT FLOOR FOR YOUR HOME!

one
store
for
your
perfect
floor

7963 COUNTY RD 2
COBOURG

905.372.3331
800.265.6871

STORE HOURS
M, T, W, & F - 9-5:30

THURS - 9-7PM
SAT - 9-5PM

SUN - By Appointment

KITCHEN
DESIGN STUDIO

101 King St. W
Cobourg, Ontario
(905) 373-7000

#16 Bridge St. W.
Campbellford, Ontario 
(705) 653-3072

No Project too big or small.

• CUSTOM DESIGNED 
KITCHENS BY 
PROFESSIONAL 
INTERIOR DESIGNERS

• BUDGET STARTING 
FROM $2400.00 - 
ALL-WOOD CABINETS

• DELIVERY AND 
INSTALLATION 
SERVICES AVAILABLE

ella’s drapery & blinds

66 Elgin St. West, Cobourg, Ontario
905-373-0983 | www.ellasdrapery.ca

Custom drapery, blinds & fabric
All draperies and valances

are manufactured in our own workroom
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