
SOUND OFsilence

O“I love to get out on the dock at sunrise and practise my yoga,” Sheri 
Dietrich says.

On the shore of this tranquil bay, the Dietrich family – Paul, Sheri and 
their children Heidi and Thomas – built what was originally intended to 
be a 900 sq. ft. A-frame getaway cottage. However, so much did they love 
the location, the idea morphed into a 4,000 sq. ft. home that has become 
their permanent residence.

Five years ago, Sheri and Paul bought, as-is, a tiny, old, two-season 
cabin on this lakefront lot. Over a year ago, they removed and recycled it, 
then commenced building a new, much larger year-round cottage on the 

beloved site, a place where they could retire someday. After a year’s work, 
the home was completed last February.

The family owned a home in Peterborough, just minutes from their 
business, Parkview Homes, where Paul is the working owner and Sheri 
manages the design studio. With the relocation to the lake, they sold their 
home and purchased a condominium in town “as a pied-à-terre,” Sheri says.

Being in the business, the Dietrichs acted as their own builder on the 
new Lakefield cottage. The construction and furnishings reflect their 
personal preferences with touches of modern, country, heritage and  
loft features. 
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On a summer weekend, Deer Bay on Lower Buckhorn Lake hums and buzzes with 
activity. On a weekday in mid-September, when most of the cottagers have resumed 
their workday lives, the peacefulness is profound.

FAR LEFT: The cottage 
residence overlooks Lower 

Buckhorn Lake. LEFT: A vivid, 
warm welcome awaits in the 
front foyer off the driveway 

entry. BELOW: All is calm 
mid-week on the waterfront.  
BOTTOM LEFT: A breakfast 
table awaits on the deck off 

the master bedroom. BOTTOM 
RIGHT: A covered deck spans 

the length of the waterfront side 
of the cottage home.

Continued on page 32
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On the main level, in addition to the principal living space, there are 
three bedrooms. The master bedroom opens onto the lakeview deck. An 
en suite bathroom has marble countertops around his-and-hers sinks. 
Moen faucets and Kohler fixtures complete the clean look. 

Another full bathroom is off the ground floor hall adjacent to the 
children’s bedrooms around the corner from the kitchen and great room.

Beyond the dining and great room areas, a multi-purpose enclosed 
breezeway between the cottage and attached garage has access from the 
driveway at the roadside, the lakefront and connects the cottage’s interior 
to the garage. With floor-to-ceiling cubby holes, shelves, storage benches 
and coat hooks on one side, laundry and extra storage cupboards on the 
other, the “breezeway” has been become a highly functional mud room/
storage/laundry/sports equipment depot.

“We designed the main-floor space to be self-contained,” Sheri says, 
so that, as the family ages, there will be little or no need to use the stairs, 
if they so choose.

Still, many would find the second-storey “loft” the home’s pièce de 
résistance. The second floor features a large guest suite with en suite 
bathroom. Also at the top of the black oak staircase to the second storey is 
what Sheri calls her “spiritual retreat” where overstuffed, white sofas beckon 
and bookshelves are enticingly near. There is a great view of the lake from 
dormers in the attic-style, sloped ceilings. Nearby is a TV and child’s quiet 
play area so Heidi can give Mama an opportunity to relax. 

On the other side of the stairs is Paul’s second storey home office. 
An avid triathlete, he can also review training tapes on a large-screen 
television, catch up on personal reading  or chart his next cycling route. 
He calls the property his “training camp” whereas, to Sheri, the cottage 
is “the love shack.” 

AyA Kitchens and Baths of Peterborough designed a modern 
culinary centre with quartz countertops and distressed black and white 
wood cabinetry that blends seamlessly with the great room of which it 
is part. Discreet and functional appliances are from Tasco Appliance 
of Pickering. The cultured stone backsplash was resourced from 
Floortrends of Peterborough. 

The kitchen flows to adjacent living and dining areas and includes the 
entrance foyer, so guests entering the cottage are immediately in the embrace 
of the family. A virtual wall of glass – windows and doors by Jeld-Wen of 
Concord – front onto the lake view and gives access to the commodious, 
maintenance-free composite deck that runs along the front of the cottage.

The floors in the main living area are of a surprising choice – porcelain 
tiles from Floortrends, Peterborough, installed to resemble a wide-beam 
wooden floor.  It won’t splinter, crack, stain or otherwise deteriorate. In 
warm weather, the floors are cool and comforting to the feet – appreciated 
by Abaco, the family cat, who stretches out on hot summer days. 

In winter, thanks to the Legalett radiant heated flooring, the porcelain 
toasts the toes. Decorative open beams specially milled by Ian Kerr of 
Kerr’s Home Products Ltd. and a soapstone wood-burning stove from 
Friendly Fires completes the ambience.

A calming, neutral colour scheme is used throughout the 
interior dining, kitchen and great room areas. TOP LEFT: 
An island separates the kitchen from the great room to 
the right and dining area beyond. TOP RIGHT: Quartz 
countertops and black wood cabinets are featured in the 
kitchen. LEFT: Heidi pieces together a jigsaw puzzle on the 
comfort of the porcelain tile flooring in the great room.

Continued on page 35
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All the bookshelves, as well as all the trim and doors throughout the 
home, were custom creations of Kerr’s Home Products Ltd.  Ian Kerr, with 
his daughter, Jess, were key in creating the casual and comfortable feel of 
the home. “He’s an artist, a real craftsman,” Sheri says. 

The upper floor is kept cosy with a forced-air propane furnace from 
Ray Johnston Heating Ltd. of Peterborough.

The interior colour scheme is “calming and naturally neutral,” Sheri 
says. “I wanted a space where the bones were long-lived” allowing 
for splashes of accent colour. Exterior surfaces are of cut stone, with 
maintenance-free, board-and-batten-like siding, cedar shakes and beam 
detailing at the numerous gables.

Rounding out the suppliers of goods and services who helped create 
the love shack/training camp are: Access Electric, Kawartha Capital 
Construction, The Overhead Door Company of Peterborough, 
Scott Lustic (painting), B-Dry Roofing Co., M.J. Cullen Plumbing, 
Kawartha Stair & Rail Ltd., Wm Burgess & Son Well Drilling, Adam 
Hayes Contracting and R&J Machine (waterfront dock).  OH

TOP LEFT: Morning and afternoon light 
streams into the second-storey reading and 

relaxation loft. TOP RIGHT: The sounds of 
nature’s silence reverberate throughout the 
master bedroom. ABOVE: Abaco, the family 

cat, nestles in her second-storey dormer 
window bed, which overlooks the lake. RIGHT: 
A breezeway between garage and main living 
area serves as a mud room/storage/laundry/

sports equipment depot. FAR RIGHT: Oval 
mirrors over the his-and-hers vanities in the 

master en suite lend a nautical look. 
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