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All-season sunlight, the 42-inch propane 
fireplace and seven-inch-wide hickory plank 

floor ensure warmth for years to come in the 
cathedral-ceilinged great room of the Lake 

Kasshabog home of Bill and Patty Grant.
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Try, if you can, to find grandparents anywhere who complain they see too much of 
their grandchildren. Although they have no grandchildren yet (their daughter, Jessica, 
is just 19 and their son, Josh, 16), Bill and Patty Grant are planning ahead for that happy 
eventuality. They know just how to ensure they’ll see a lot of their kids and future 
grandkids: they built their pending year-round retirement home on the site of their 
former family cottage. Continued on page 43

TOP LEFT: The dining area 
adjoins both the great room 
and kitchen. TOP RIGHT: The 
bright mudroom boasts lots 
of storage space, including a 
separate closet specifically 
designed to stow beer cases. 
LEFT: Bill Grant credits the 
Lakeshore Design team of,  
from left, Meredith Fisher, 
owner Angela Jones and 
Kristen Smith for home décor.
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The peaceful shore of shining Lake Kasshabog in the beautiful 
Kawarthas is their chosen piece of paradise. And, as if the natural 
inducements weren’t powerful enough, they planned a retreat that offers 
the ultimate in creature comforts.

The couple bought the original lake house in 1999 because the land-
locked waterway is a “very social, family-oriented lake,” Bill says. They 
already had friends there and knew this was the kind of place where, if 
you let folks know you’re having a gathering, everyone shows up. With 
400 feet of water frontage, the Grants have plenty of space to play hosts.

Besides the neighbourhood barbecues and get-togethers, summer 
brings boating, waterskiing, fishing and swimming. In fact, Josh Grant was 
Canadian waterskiing champion in his age group when he was just eight. 

By 2009, the family felt ready to demolish the then-existing cottage and 
embark on the construction of their two-storey, 3,200 sq. ft., year-round 
retirement home, which is now nearing completion. The design is an 
amalgam of features selected by the Grants.

It is plain to see this setting has beauty to spare for the snow-bound 
seasons as well. So, if noses and toes get chilled by wintry winds, the 
house has three sources of heat: a high-efficiency propane furnace, a heat 
pump and radiant heat in the floors, not to mention the 42-inch cultured 
stone-faced propane fireplace from Town & Country Fireplaces in the 
great room. The building also features Insta-Insulation, a spray foam 
product that gives maximum R-value to keep it warm in winter and cool 
in summer. Continued on page 44

LEFT: Dual ovens 
and stove-tops 
are capped with a 
double-wide exhaust 
unit. An antiqued 
water spigot adds to 
cooking convenience 
for Patty Grant.
BELOW: The marble-
topped island has 
cabinets below and a 
rinse sink above.
RIGHT: In the kitchen 
and throughout 
the home is a fully 
automated security 
and sound system 
accessible by remote 
computer devices.
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The great room, with its soaring cathedral ceiling and seven-inch-
wide hickory plank floors from Monaghan Lumber Specialties of 
Peterborough, adjoins the dining area and kitchen, all of which look east 
through tinted Dashwood windows onto the tree-lined lake. Through 
French doors is an 18-by-24-foot screened-in porch with another fireplace 
for cosiness and atmosphere on cool summer evenings. 

The thoroughly up-to-date kitchen from Applewood Kitchen Design 
features the latest conveniences, yet has a homelike “heritage” look and 
everything to make Patty, the family’s resident gourmet cook, happy.

Bill Grant generously credits the ladies of Peterborough’s Lakeshore 
Designs – owner Angela Jones and designers Meredith Fisher and Kristen 
Smith – with helping create a cohesive space through décor that incorporates 
the family’s wants, needs and tastes. Practical touches, such as a mudroom 
with lots of space for coats and mitts and a huge front foyer with powder 
room, ensure this will always be a comfortable family home, no matter how big 
the family gets. As well, a winterized two-bedroom cottage on an adjoining 
lot, also owned by the Grants, can accommodate overflow guests.

A great touch on the main floor is an ultra-private master “apartment,” 
separated from the activities of the house by a door to a hallway that leads to 
a separate master suite with large closets, glorious views from windows on 
three walls and a luxury en suite with soaker tub and separate shower with 
steam option. The suite also includes its own laundry facilities so linens and 
clothing don’t have to be lugged up and down stairs. Continued on page 48

TOP: Up an oak staircase from the great room is a spacious common 
area. Two guest bedrooms open to either side. ABOVE LEFT: The en suite 
master bathroom includes a steam shower. ABOVE RIGHT: A spacious 
four-piece bathroom and jet tub serve the upper storey bedrooms.
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An ultra-modern master 
“apartment” has its own hallway, 
en suite bathroom with separate 
shower and soaker tub plus 
laundry facilities.
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Ascending from the great room, an oak staircase by Kawartha Stair 
& Rail Ltd. of Lakefield leads to a loft featuring an attractive common 
space with an inviting window seat. Doors from this area lead to two 
spacious bedrooms and a four-piece washroom including separate shower 
and jet tub.

The foundation was excavated by Drain Bros. Excavating Ltd. 
Because the house is built into a rise in the land, one whole wall of the 
basement is exposed to allow for floor-to-ceiling windows with terrific lake 
views. Down here is a home theatre, complete with theatre-style chairs and 
a projection screen and a pub room that, when complete, will replicate the 
old English pub that was once run by Bill’s parents. Of course, the English 
pub never had the spectacular views the Grants’ pub boasts but the family 
is fortunate to have conserved artifacts and photos that will make unique, 
personal design elements. A large, open space on this lower level has not 
had its use definitely assigned, but Bill is keen on having a billiards room.

“Master control” for the house’s fully automated sound and security 
system by G&G Electronics is in the basement but everything, including 
the level of the heat, music, radio and security cameras, can be observed 
from the Grants’ Pickering home computer or any of their remote 
communications devices. In a separate area under the house is a home 
for boats.

A detached three-car garage provides tons of versatile storage space 
on its upper level, a bright space well lit by attractive dormer windows. 
Both the garage and the house have maintenance-free exteriors featuring 
manufactured stone veneers and Cape Cod pre-finished siding in a sunny 
yellow, perhaps to signify it’s the pot of gold at this end of the lake.

Indeed, every member of the Grant family loves this place, especially 
Duke, their six-year-old Golden Retriever, who revels in swimming 
and will happily stay with Mom and Dad when the “other kids” go  
off to university.  OH

BELOW: Through patio doors off the dining room is a screened-in porch 
with fireplace, ideal for gatherings on cooler evenings. RIGHT: The front 

deck is accessible from the screened-in porch and a door leading from the 
great room and adjacent dining room.
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