
AA retreat they wanted, 
and a retreat they got. The hills above 
Duntroon host this home where the 
owners gave their property a spectacular 
makeover. With an existing infinity 
pool set in the slope below the home, the 
owners contacted landscape designer 
Fran Moore to design an outdoor space 
that would maximize the area between 
the house and the pool.

When the plans were finalized, 
the owners approached Patrick and 
Heather Thompson of Retreat 
Landscape Design to build and 
implement the backyard. A path from the 
house to the pool has now turned into 
a winding, serene walk. Distinguishing 
multiple levels allow the owners and 
guests to stop for a dip in the hot tub 
or continue down to a large fire pit that 
offers a ring of red Muskoka chairs for 
the whole family. The pool deck is down a 
few more of the large limestone steps.

 Limestone coping follows the pool 
perimeter and the infinity edge gives 
a glorious view of pasture fields and 
mature trees.

 Heather and Patrick of Retreat 
Landscape Design show off the 
steps leading to the four areas of the 
backyard, each with its own level – 
pool, fire pit, hot tub and the walk-out 
to the house. 

FROM HERE 
TO INFINITY

The original patio stone from around 
the pool was lifted and reused to 
create the upper pathways. 

 The pool, serviced by Blue 
Mountain Pools Limited is 
an octagonal cement pool 
with an infinity far edge. With 
water cycling gently over the 
far end of the pool, it gives the 
impression that it merges into 
the surrounding landscape. 

 Attention was given to lighting 
each zone of the space, and 
Patrick carefully installed path 
lights that light the way without 
being in the way. Holes were 
drilled through boulders for 
wiring and stones were placed 
carefully to offer just the right 
surfaces on which to mount 
the lights.
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 Patrick incorporated 
river stone, armour 
stone, cedar decking, 
Permacon masonry 
and limestone slabs 
to give this haven an 
untouched, natural feel. 

 The deck is defined 
by mossy limestone 
boulders that retain 
gardens full of 
flourishing perennials 
like lavender, creeping 
thyme, phlox, coral 
bells, grasses, 
hydrangea and 
elderberry, all sourced 
at nearby Clearview 
Nursery.  OH

Eight red Muskoka chairs provide visual contrast 
against the landscaping and dark siding of the 
home. A large, low, circular f ire pit has a wide rim.

With four broad steps into the 
pool, swimmers can pause in the 
incorporated seat.

705.888.2432  |  thisstonehome.ca

Create a warm welcome  
with outdoor lighting.

ELECTRICAL
RESIDENTIAL • COMMERCIAL

Serving Southern Georgian Bay
705 888 3571

gjcustomcontracting.ca

Design  |  Build  |  Renovate
Commercial  |  Residential

Located at Grey Rd. 4 Maxwell, Ontario 

Hours: Mon-Fri: 9:00 am-5:30 pm
Sat: 9:00 am-5:00 pm (Closed Sundays)

www.therustystar.ca | (519)-922-2010 | therustystar@live.com
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