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* sales representative

AN
EVENT

TO REMEMBER

393 First St., Suite 100
Collingwood, ON

705.445.5454

INVITE YOU TO AN EXCEPTIONAL EXPERIENCE 
FEATURING CANADIAN ARTISTS WHOSE HIGH 

QUALITY OF WORK HAVE BEEN RECOGNIZED BY 
TOP GALLERIES ACROSS CANADA

PLEASE VISIT US AT 165 HIGH BLUFF LANE 
IN THORNBURY FROM FEBRUARY 7TH TO 

FEBRUARY 28TH, 2009 - SATURDAY & SUNDAY 
1PM - 4PM OR BY APPOINTMENT

*SUE MALLETT • 705.444.7181
*BARBARA THOMPSON • 705.441.4777

&

Canadian Fine Art

“Birches” by Maya Eventov 
 72x30 Acrylic on Canvas



TWIN PEAKS

Sherry Rioux, Broker 705-445-7085

ON THE ESCARPMENT OR NESTLED BY THE FOREST;
YOUR CHOICE FOR RESORT LIVING DOESN’T GET BETTER THAN THIS.

Take a deep breath. This is the essence of everything you love about the Collingwood area. 

Choose from two enclaves – Georgian Glen with craftsman-style homes on 80’ lots surrounded by woods 

and the Georgian Trail or Peaks Meadows with mountain-style homes on 80’ to 100’ lots on the escarpment.

Either way, right now is the peak of opportunity.

georgianglen.com
from $369,000 Lots from $175,000 & Homes from $362,900

peaksmeadows.com

NEW
2009 PRICING

2491 ALL CAM Our Homes AD.indd   1 1/21/09   5:00:23 PM

Your own winter wonderland. 
Your stunning view of Georgian Bay.  Your stroll through an icy apple orchard. Your ski adventure through a 
trail of freshly covered snow.  Your dinner with friends at The Grill.  Your evening in front of a roaring fire at 
The Lora Bay Lodge.   

Your home at the heart of it all. Starting at only $435,000.

Call us today and see for yourself what life can be like when you’re at home at Lora Bay.

Thornbury, Ontario  Town of the Blue Mountains  www.lorabay.com

This is not an offering for sale as an offer can only be made by Disclosure Statement. For a copy of the Disclosure, please call 1 866 231 0631.

L I V E  &  P L AY





?Trim size 8.375” x 10.875” with 0.125 “ bleed added ad size 8.625” x 11.125” 

Royalton.indd   1 10/3/08   10:53:58 AM
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*Upgrade bonus available on detached Chalets only. †Available on attached and semi-detached Chalets only. 
†† Condominium fees, taxes and utilities extra. Based on a 25% down payment. Second and third year rates are 3.9% and 4.9% respectively.

Information correct at press time and details are subject to change without notice. Sales exclusive by PMA Brethour Corp. Brokers protected. E.&O.E.

Visit our on-site Presentation Centre in Collingwood

www.theorchard.ca
705·445·4646 

Get a three-year
mortgage term with 

interest-only
monthly payments.†

Prepay without penalty at any time. 
No credit check requirements and 

no bank approval needed.

FREE
HOT TUB!

Chalet living
at the base of Blue Mountain

PAY AS LOW AS
$810.00

MONTHLY for the first year††

$25,000
BONUS
UPGRADE
ALLOWANCE*

with the purchase of a detached Chalet
BY ARCTIC SPAS

First Year Rate

2.9%
per annum

OWN FOR THE PRICE OF RENTING!

Orchard_Our Home Mag Ad.qxd  1/22/09  3:46 PM  Page 1



e d i t o r ’ s  n o t e

T
THERE’S NO QUESTION that tourism and new-home 

construction drive the economy here in Southern Georgian Bay. The 
two walk hand-in-hand. 

We’ve been blessed with an abundance of snow this winter and 
that means lots of activity at Blue Mountain and the many private ski 
clubs in this beautiful area. People follow their passions and nature 
and outdoor activities top the list. That’s why they flock to this area 
and buy and build homes to enjoy all year long. 

Our housing sector is holding up better than most during this 
much-talked about economic downturn. Construction and demand 
for new and resale homes continues, albeit at a slower pace.

This issue of OUR HOMES, one of my favourites to date, brings a 
feature on custom home builders (page 72) who make dreams come 
true for people who want to build from scratch. I’ve had the pleasure 
of working with many of these gentlemen on editorial features in the 
past. This was pure fun and an eye-opener. Many brought us to homes 
they are in the process of building; some had their photos taken in their 
own fabulous homes. The talent pool in this area is truly incredible 
and if you are looking for someone to build your next home, any one of 
these true professionals will exceed your expectations.

Speaking of amazing homes, we toured some very special properties 
for our first Model Home Tour on page 62. 

OUR HOMES is also pleased to bring two new columnists to our 
pages. Paul Wilson writes about sustainable living (page 30), while 

Maria Da Silva whips up an original, seasonal recipe that you can share 
with your family and friends (page 96). 

The two homes in this issue are, without a doubt, inspiring. Patrick 
Coulter is our featured builder (page 40). He takes us inside a French 
Manor he built on the bay near Thornbury. The library in this home 
will take your breath away. The second home is a little more typical 
of the type of home most people yearn for in these parts. Chris and 
Brigitte Szybbo (and their two adorable daughters) are having the time 
of their lives in their new home at The Orchard (page 100). This family 
embraces the great outdoors yet still appreciates fine living.

So get out and enjoy the snow… and then return to all the comforts 
of your home. Enjoy!

Sincerely,

Georgette McCulloch, Editor-In-Chief
editor@ourhomesmagazine.com

Beyond your expectations.

  

Call 705.429.2222 or 1.800.839.6913

In Touch Realty Inc.,
Brokerage 
30 45th St. South, Unit 7 
Wasaga Beach, ON L9Z 0A6
Independently owned and operated

Sales Representative

Stunning Georgian Bay Views This spacious
three bedroom year-round beachfront cottage
features main floor kitchen, living room with
wood burning fireplace,
dining room & front family
room with Bay views.
Master bedroom offers
ensuite & walk-in closet. 
Offered at $649,000

Stunning Wasaga Sands Custom A lovely 4
bedroom home in prestigious area of Wasaga
Sands. Offering numerous upgrades, spacious
gourmet kitchen with black
cherry cabinets & granite
counter tops. This quality
home must be viewed to
be appreciated. 

Offered at $649,000

Charming Riverfront Close to the beach on a 
spacious 60’ lot, this 3 bedroom, 2 bath home
offers hardwood floors, custom kitchen, stainless
steel appliances, gas fire-
place, fully finished lower
living area, expansive
wrap around two tiered
deck and central air. 

Offered at $399,000

Immaculate Golf Course Views This 5 bedroom,
2 bath home features hardwood floors, 2 gas
fireplaces, professionally designed kitchen with
large eat-up island, main
floor laundry, large master
bedroom with four piece
semi-ensuite and fully
finished lower living area.

Offered at $369,000

Perfect for a Growing Family Minutes from
Wasaga Beach, this expansive 1 acre lot provides
a country feel for this professionally renovated
5 bedroom, 2 bath home.
Featuring eat-in kitchen,
finished basement, new
roof, electrical, plumbing,
decking, siding & windows.

Offered at $379,900

Stunning Custom in the Heart of Wasaga New
3 bedroom, 3 bath home features open concept
living, beautiful kitchen, spacious main floor
master bedroom with walk-
in closet, spa shower, lower
level family room with fire-
place, guest bedroom and
three piece bath. 

Offered at $359,000

Helping you find the perfect
fit for your lifestyle.

Rick 705.446.4040 Cell

rickseip@rogers.com
Michelle 705.446.4046 Cell

michelleseip@rogers.com
www.wasagabeachliving.comGo directly to our

current listings at www.wasagabeachliving.com

Sales Representative

Seip_LePage_OurHOMES_JAN09:Layout 1  1/21/09  7:19 PM  Page 1
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wards
of Excellence

A Comprehensive Landscape Design Build 
Firm with a Natural Perspective

The Landmark Group
Thornbury, Ontario  (519) 599-2957 www.thelandmarkgroup.ca
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“You can’t get too much winter  
in the winter.”  – Robert Frost

Cosy Inside

On The Harbour
Real Estate BrokeragePrudential

Toll-free 1.877.446.3066 • Tel: 705.446.3066 • info@ontheharbour.com • ontheharbour.com

For more pics & info visit ontheharbour.com

On The Harbour
Real Estate BrokeragePrudential

Alex Hunter**
ahunter@ontheharbour.com 

705.446.4676

Barbara McCowan***
bmccowan@ontheharbour.com  

705.443.9784 

Paul Martinek*
pmartinek@ontheharbour.com

705.441.4860

Sonja Lee*
sonjalee@ontheharbour.com

705.444.4654

Trish Jacks*
tjacks@ontheharbour.com

705.446.7371

Josh Dolan*
jdolan@ontheharbour.com

705.446.8404

***Broker of Record      **Broker     *Sales Representative

Rock Solid in Real EstateSM

ATTENTION ALPINE SKIERS – PRICE REDUCED! Quality chalets at the base of Alpine Ski Resort. Features
include Hemlock Hardwood Flooring, Slate Tiles in Foyer and Baths, Granite Countertops, Two Gas Fireplaces,
Community Inground Pool/Exercise Room. Walk to Alpine Ski Club.

$599,000                    MLS® 20090065 & 20090066

THE ASPENS AT BLUE Walk to Intrawest Village/Blue
Mountain. Fully serviced. Architecturally controlled.
Georgian Bay Beach front privileges & ski hill views.
Lots starting at $174,900 MLS® 20090138

VICTORIAN STYLE Reproduction home built in 1989.
Hardwood floors, country kitchen. PRUDENTIAL
VALUE RANGE MARKETING: Seller will entertain
offers between $254,876 and $224,900.

MLS® 20082347

BEAVER VALLEY Come live the good life in beautiful
Beaver Valley. This home has had an extensive
makeover – just move in & enjoy. Lower level has 
in-law capability with its own entry from garage.
$339,000 MLS® 20086048

CRAIGLEITH CHALET! Feels like ‘the cottage’ with
its log construction, wood floors & lofty ceilings. Blue
Mtn & Georgian Bay are at your doorstep!
$250,000 EXCLUSIVE

Rock Solid in Real EstateSM

Alex Hunter**
ahunter@ontheharbour.com 

705.446.4676

Barbara McCowan***
bmccowan@ontheharbour.com  

705.443.9784 

Paul Martinek*
pmartinek@ontheharbour.com

705.441.4860

Sonja Lee*
sonjalee@ontheharbour.com

705.444.4654

Josh Dolan*
jdolan@ontheharbour.com

705.446.8404

Trish Jacks*
tjacks@ontheharbour.com

705.446.7371

***Broker of Record      **Broker     *Sales Representative

An independently owned and operated broker member of The Prudential Real Estate Affiliates, Inc. A subsidiary of The Prudential Insurance Company of America, owner of trademarks. Used under license.
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W
Let me plan your party!

Call Lisa Stuart at 705.351.2228
or email lisa@onthehillconcierge.com

In-home Chefs, Wait Staff, Bartenders
Your one stop for home entertaining

www.onthehillconcierge.com

TM

p u b l i s h e r ’ s  n o t e

WELL, WE HAD A TON 
OF FUN PUTTING THIS 
ISSUE TOGETHER. 
It’s been fun, and it has been 
crazy busy. So many tasks and 
responsibilities arise when 
one’s goal in publishing is to be 
nothing short of the best – in all 
aspects of the business.

I smile when I look back at how far we’ve come, and how much 
we’ve grown as a company in this community. I’m so thankful to be 
supported by such an excellent team, so many wonderful readers, 
and such superb and loyal advertisers. I’m smiling a lot these days 
because this is our third anniversary as a magazine!

It all started three years ago, with our premiere-edition, 40-page 
OUR HOMES that received a tremendously warm welcome as soon 
as it came out. Since those days, much has changed, and much has 
stayed the same. Each issue we invest heavily in the features that 
define us as premium quality: we’ve upgraded our paper, we’ve 
seriously upgraded our cover (it’s so shiny now!), we’ve added 
new columns, we’ve attracted more excellent contributors, and 
our distribution and mailing lists have become extremely focused, 
targeted and superior.

But one thing hasn’t changed. And that is our goal to provide 
our readers with unique and thoughtful ideas about building, 
decorating, remodelling, gardening, landscaping, renovating 
and real estate in Southern Georgian Bay. We are doing this by 
showcasing the talent that abounds here. Finding that talent has 
been the easy part. 

Thank you to our readers and our advertisers for your ongoing 
support and loyalty. Together, we are capturing our region’s 
wonderful home life.

Sincerely,
 

David Loopstra, Publisher
publisher@ourhomesmagazine.com

ourhomes
C O L L I N G W O O D   B L U E  M O U N TA I N   T H O R N B U RY   WA S A G A  B E A C H

S T Y L E  •  C O M F O R T  •  I D E A S  •  R E A L  E S TAT E  

Premiere Issue! PLUS

Build Your 
Dream Home

The Real Estate Boom:
Buy and Prosper

Unique Designs 
to Kick off 2006

Comfort Food  
Style Ideas 

& much, much more

WINTER 2006

         

Looking	back:	our	premiere	edition,	which	came	out	January	
2006,	established	an	immediate	following	and	loyalty.

o u r h o m e s   f a l l / h o l i d a y   2 0 0 820
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a d v i c e

Interior Designer Stephanie Redmond 
answers your questions.

If you need help, send your questions to
stephanie@ourhomesmagazine.com  

Dear Stephanie
We are building a new home and need some advice on how to 

select lighting. I would like to put pot lights in our great room, which 
includes the kitchen (with a large island), dining area and family room. 
I’d like the lighting to be energy efficient. How far apart should the 
pot lights be? My biggest fear is the positioning of the fixtures over 
the table and the island. Do you have any advice on how to tackle this 
project? I want our electrician to get it right the first time. 

Murray 
Town of the Blue Mountains

Stephanie Redmond replies:
Three words: planning, planning, planning. 
Create a furniture plan. Measure your dining-room table and 

chairs and map them out on the floor with painter’s tape. That way, 
the electrician can measure to the  centre exactly. Do the same for your 
kitchen island. 

Select your fixtures. Know what you’re installing. You may decide 
to go with more than one central fixture, in particular, over your 
kitchen island.

Don’t over-pot! Don’t be overly concerned with a few dark spots. 
Lamps can fill a void and create a peaceful atmosphere. Start with 
placing one pot light in each of the four corners of the rooms; add more 
by using windows or furniture as your guide. One or two pots  centred 
over a window give additional lighting and make architectural sense. 
The kitchen requires adequate light. Centre pot lights on cabinetry 
and use under-counter task lighting for work spaces. If you need a run 
of lights in a kitchen, place them approximately 48 inches apart.

Be dim. Put all of your lights on dimmers. This allows greater 
flexibility for various times of day and events. Be sure to inform 
the electrician of this from the start. Switch your hanging fixtures 
independently of your pot lights. 

Lighting is personal, so take notes when you find yourself in a 
well-lit room and use soft or warm white CFL bulbs rather than 
incandescent. They’re more expensive at first, but they quickly  
pay off. 

Dear Stephanie
I want to slip-cover my sofa to add a winter look to my living room. 

I have a large three-seat sofa with loose cushions and two leather club 
chairs. Should I go custom or buy the ready-made kind? What kind 
of fabric should I be looking for and should I use a solid or add a print 
to match my décor? 

Collette
Parry Sound

Stephanie Redmond replies:
Unless you purchased your sofa from a manufacturer who also 

supplies slipcovers, I recommend getting one custom-made to fit 
your sofa. Slipcovers can look sloppy if they are not tailored correctly, 
but beware of the cost! It’s not much less expensive (if at all) than 
re-upholstery. 

The leather club chairs are perfect companions for your winter 
look. Choose a fabric with texture, but be sure to send a cutting to 
your upholsterer who can advise you on whether or not the weight 
is appropriate for slip-covering. An upholstery fabric is often too 
thick for a slipcover. Look at wool blends and light chenille for a cosy 
feel. Stay neutral and add chunky, woven cushions or colourful wool 
stripes. That way, when you need change down the road, you can 
maintain your slipcovers (the larger investment) and accessorize with 
new cushions and throws.

Dear Stephanie
My husband and I are avid readers and have a huge selection of 

books. We keep them on old bookshelves in the basement, but I’d like 
to start displaying our favourites upstairs in the main living area. We 
want to purchase some sort of shelving for our family room. What’s 
the best way to tackle this project without making the room look like 
a library?

Sarah
Guelph

Stephanie Redmond replies:
The more books you add, the more your room will feel like a 

library – but what’s wrong with that? There is no shame in being an 
avid reader, and quite honestly, they add a sense of warmth that can’t be 
achieved with a small selection of fine-looking coffee table books. Pay 
attention to the way the books are arranged – they should remain neat 
and tidy in keeping with the room they inhabit. Add family photos and 
display items to break up the heaviness of the books. This will keep 
your living room formal, while avoiding an overstuffed library look. 

Here are some options for display:
$ Current: Stacked floating shelves. Get creative with bookends 

or buy some ready made. In future, you can add to your shelving by 
choosing another section of wall to cover.

$$ Conservative: A shelving unit with a pediment top or armoire 
with wire mesh doors add scale and are in keeping with the formality 
of a living room. 

$$$ Custom: As a serious bookworm, you might consider investing 
in a built-in bookcase. This way, you can paint or stain the piece to 
complement your existing décor.  OH

carpets • hardwood • ceramic tile • ViNYl/lamiNates

dupoNt • shaw • armstroNg • Bruce • FloorcraFt 
maNNiNgtoN • olYmpia tile • ceNtura ...and more

(705) 428-2803    7439 Hwy 26, Stayner, ON

Come see our vast array of contemporary and  
traditional flooring choices to suit any lifestyle 

or room. We’ll determine the best flooring  
solutions for your needs & budget...and follow it up  
with professional installation and after-sales support.

We’ve got you covered!

Service ...Selection ...Expertise

Black Tusk Development Group, a local leader in 

residential design and construction, is proud to  

announce the completion of our first home in 

Lora Bay. We combine exceptional design with 

thoughtful execution whether it is a custom 

home or one from our portfolio of plans. To make 

arrangements to view this home or look at other 

design / build opportunities, contact us today to 

discuss your vision with us.

BLACK TUSK
Lora Baynow at:

William Brown
BLACK TUSK DEVELOPMENT GROUP LTD.

519 599-3337
www.blacktuskdevelopment.ca

ARChiTECTURAL DESiGN
PROjECT MANAGEMENT   CONSTRUCTiON SERViCES

o u r h o m e s   s k i  s e a s o n   2 0 0 922



RoyalLepageCollingwood.com

705.445.5520
1.877.445.5520

330 FIRST ST

COLLINGWOOD, ON

An active part of your community for 30 years! 

All ReAl estAte seRvices ltd. independently owned And opeRAted

Karen Poshtar* Krista Lesage* Rita Giglione** Zig Glogowski* Alberto Zanchetta* Mardy Van Beest*

Ian Hawkins**Cindy Ryerse* Phyllis A. Dineen*

Chris Caughill* Vicki Bell** Neil Thain* Karen Willison* Holly Stone* Bob Muir*

Helping you is  
what we do.

Barry Manchester** Sheila Shepherd* Jim Hanna* Maggi Olson*

Rick Crouch**

Doug Brown*

Doug Lindsay*

Royal LePage has been in business for over 95 years. For 30 years, 
we have been part of this community giving back through many 
charitable organizations including our Annual Hospice Ski Day locally, 
and our Shelter Foundation nationally.

Draw on the experience of the salespeople who have been 
contributing to the area all along. We’ll see you out there because 
helping YOU is what we do.

**Broker   *Sales Representative

330 FIRST ST

COLLINGWOOD, ON
705.445.5520

1.877.445.5520
www.royallepagecollingwood.com

Helping you is what we do.

Stately two-storey brick with updated renos,  
3 bedroom, 2 bath, walk to downtown Colling-
wood, deck and hot-tub. Reduced to $287,500. 
Call Cindy Ryerse direct 705-446-7254, www.
realestateatcollingwood.com

Designer Townhomes in Thornbury at Farhills. 
Three bedroom prices start in mid $300’s. 
Now registered for immediate occupancy. Ian 
Hawkins, Text: Hawk4 to 66004, ianhawkins@
royallepage.ca

Distinctive, custom built, contemporary home 
with over 60 feet of waterfront on Georgian Bay in 
Thornbury. Designed with convenience and ease 
of maintenance in mind. Call Ian Hawkins direct 
705-446-5136

$329,900 An absolutely charming ski chalet, newer 
kitchen 2002, windows, 2 new gas fireplaces, cus-
tom flooring, pride of ownership, well treed lot close 
to the Georgian Trail. Karen Poshtar Ext 243

$585,000 Great family chalet w/views of the Bay/ 
mountain. Refreshed, 3 levels of living, great room, 
open concept w/cathedral ceilings, soaring win-
dows, sauna, hot tub, decks. Karen E. Willison Ext 
240 or 705-888-0075

$1,330,000 Magnificent newly-built large waterfront 
home, fabulous great room w/wood burning stone  
f/place, open concept design w/panoramic water 
views. Exceptionally well constructed, has it all! 
Karen E. Willison Ext 240 or 705-888-0075

Homesites from $250,000. The Ridge Estates, pres-
tigious subdivision blending nature & community 
with exacting traditional architectural guidelines. 
High atop the Niagara Escarpment close to every-
thing. Karen E. Willison Ext 240 or 705-888-0075

Spectacular Normerica “Model” Home Lora  
Bay – 3 Bedroom, 3 Bath. $899,000. Visit www.
CollingwoodResortProperties.com for details on 
this and other listings – Maggi Olson Ext 248

4-Star Westin Trillium House 1 Bed Penthouse  
Millpond View – More than $120,000 below own-
er’s original cost $249,000. CollingwoodResort 
Properties.com for details on this and other listings 
– Maggi Olson Ext 248

$1,750/monthly Arrowhead At Blue annual unfur-
nished rental. 2,600 sq. ft. 4 bdrm, 4 bath + garage. 
Includes 6 appliances & window coverings. Available  
March 1/09. Mardy van Beest Ext. 241. Visit www. 
CollingwoodResorts.com

Available in Alta, $869,000. Outstanding value 
in a terrific location! Over 2,500 square feet  
of fabulous chalet style construction by Stone  
Custom Homes. Call Holly Stone 705-888-5775,  
www.stonecustomhomes.net

Ski Home for Lunch! $499,000. Available at  
Georgian Peaks, you can literally ski to the back 
door! Located off Freeloader, this chalet offers 2 
beds / den. Call Holly Stone 705-888-5775

$839,000 High atop Camperdown Ridge, stun-
ning views of Georgian Bay. Beautiful family home, 
fully landscaped yard w/pool, 3-season sunroom, 
open concept great room etc. Great location. Karen 
Poshtar Ext 243

$279,900.00! Creemore Country 14.85 acre property 
with Mad River river front feature! Home has tons 
of potential. Call Vicki Bell Ext. 233 for more details. 
www.vickibell.ca, Email: ringabell@royallpage.ca

$399,000 Excellent value! 3 bedroom, 3 bath condo 
at Historic Snowbridge. Fully furnished, shows beauti- 
fully, ready for immediate occupancy. Currently on  
rental program. Call Rick Crouch 705-443-1037 or  
email rickcrouch@propertycollingwood.com

$347,000 Ideal for Professional Office with High-
way Exposure, 4 Bedroom, 3 Bath, 2 storey House 
w/office/den. In-Floor Heating on both floors. Large 
Deck and Patio. Bob Muir, Cell: 443-0773, www. 
CollingwoodLifestyle.com

3 bedrooms, 2 baths, main floor laundry, woodstove, 
hardwood floors, low maintenance exterior, 25  
rolling acres, 3 minutes to Blue. Natural, serene 
setting. SEASON RENTAL: $5500+. Alberto 705-
606-1445. Tour: www.AZREALESTATE.ca

COMING THIS SPRING, Collingwood Delpark Homes 
presents Pretty River Estates, $260-$350,000. 
Bungalow, Bungalow/Lofts, 2 sty., Backsplits. Call 
Listing Broker Rita Giglione now to register, 1-877-
445-5520 #228, www.ritagiglione.com

Cranberry townhome 2+1 Bed, 2 Baths, $179,000.  
CollingwoodResortProperties.com for details on 
this and other listings – Maggi Olson Ext 248

4 Bedroom, 1600 square foot condo in Cranberry 
with view of the mountain. All appliances and hot tub  
included. Available for quick possession. Call Ian 
Hawkins direct 705-446-5136

All ReAl estAte seRvices ltd. independently owned And opeRAted

Light, bright & airy 3 bedroom, 2 bathroom furnished 
Rivergrass condominium. Backs onto the Mon-
terra Golf Course & has views of the Hills, stroll to  
Intrawest Village. Call for your personal viewing. 
Sheila Shepherd 705-441-6085, www.callapro.ca

NEW PRICE!

NOW REGISTERED

$948,000 New, custom-built stone bungalow  
on 12th tee of Raven Golf Course. Outstanding  
trim details and finishes. Over 4,000 sq. ft.  
Call Doug Brown today 705-441-6129 or email 
douglasbrown@royallepage.ca

$334,900 WOW!!! One of most luxurious & largest of  
its type, 3 bedroom, 2 bath condo at base of Blue  
Mountain. It is totally redone! Karen E. Willison Ext 
240 or 705-888-0075

RLepage Spread FINAL.indd   2-3 1/29/09   2:06:39 PM



s t y l e  p i c k s

GGet active… then retire to a warm, cosy home filled with family and friends. Our 
Ski Issue Style Picks are all about making your house your favourite place to be.

“Skiing is a dance, and the 
mountain always leads.”

CHERCHÉ
(3) Pedestal Dining Table
This solid oak, pedestal dining table comes in three sizes and 
three finishes (black, white and natural). Beautifully crafted 
with perfect proportions, this piece is surprisingly affordable. 
I love its timeless design.
43 Bruce St. S.
Thorn bury 
519.599.7151

DAGS	&	WILLOW
(1) Cheeseboard
Handcrafted by the owner and finished locally, these decorative 
cheeseboards are available in cherry, maple, black walnut 
and elm. Where else would you expect to find incredible 
cheeseboards but the cheese shop? Don’t forget your hors 
d’oeuvres!
60 Pine St.
Collingwood 
705.444.9100

TWEED	&	HICKORY
(2) Espresso Maker
The Breville Espresso maker (Model 800ESXL) gives you the 
option of using ground espresso beans or pre-packaged coffee 
pods. Use the milk steamer for frothing or on demand hot 
water for tea. Its die cast construction is durable and the look is 
modern and professional. 
17 Hurontario St.
Collingwood 
705.446.1421
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Continued on page 28

in-store & in-home  
decorating service

Over 5000 Square Feet...
furniture for living room n dining room n bedroom n mattresses n bedding 

unique accessories n gift items n prints n lamps n mirrors n area rugs  

...displayed in room settings

G reat Designs Begin Here...

519-376-3400   1-877-628-3400   n   942 2nd Ave East, downtown Owen Sound
26 o u r h o m e s   s k i  s e a s o n   2 0 0 9
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s t y l e  p i c k s

INTERIOR	MOTIVES
(4) Lambswool Blanket 
Made in Portugal under the Woolmark brand, 
this pure lambswool blanket, with moose motif, 
will add charm to your winter décor. With a 
nice weight and wonderful quality, it makes the 
perfect après-ski wrap…to be enjoyed with a mug 
of hot chocolate. 
40 Bruce St. S.
Thornbury 
519.599.5013

100-MILE	MARKET
(5) Leather Moccasins
Made locally, these beautifully 
crafted leather moccasins will keep 
your feet comfortable all year long. 
The mittens are lined with fur — a 
yummy treat for your hands at this 
chilly time of year. They look like 
they could last a lifetime. Available 
for adults and children in a variety of 
colours and styles.
55 Trowbridge St. W.
Meaford 
519.538.1522

GEORGIAN	DESIGN	CENTRE
(6) Barn Beam Bench
These accent benches are locally 
handcrafted from large barn beams 
that have been sanded, planed and 
stained a rich colour. The beam is then 
attached to iron legs and presto — an 
eye-catching piece for any room.
84 High St.
Collingwood
705.444.2100

4

5

6

STONE CUSTOM HOMES 705.441.6724 • WWW.STONECUSTOMHOMES.NET  

Our latest project is currently available in the Alta Subdivision. Over 4,000 sq.ft., 

this beautiful custom home is post & beam construction with 25 ft. ceilings on 

the main floor. Radiant heat is used extensively throughout, with custom design 

features and interior details you will love to call home. The main floor master 

has an all carrera bath, walk-in closet with custom built-ins, fireplace, french 

doors, and den area. The upper level offers a guest suite with views to the ski 

hills, 2 more bedrooms and bath, as well as a large media room with fireplace.

Offer ed
  at $1,595,000

Home Mean to You?What Does

Level.indd   1 1/26/09   4:04:53 PM
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OUR HOMES 
welcomes Paul 
Wilson to our 

pages. Paul 
will be writing  

an ongoing 
column about 

sustainable living.

Green  
Technology:
SOPHISTICATED  
AND COST-EFFECTIVE

BY  PAUL  W ILSON  // 
PHOTOGRAPHY  BY  JEFFERSON  SM ITH

T
This fall, Patricia and I went to London, a place we both love 

because we spent (or in my case, misspent) the best years of our youth 
there. We went expecting to have our usual fill of fun and nostalgia. 
We didn’t expect to be gobsmacked by the future. But that’s exactly 
what happened.

Back in the 60s, London was a grey, drab old lady still recovering 
from her war wounds. The only colour, it seemed to me then, came 
from the clothes people wore – the bright PVC coats, the shiny 
boots, the long, plastic earrings, the flowery shirts and skirts, 
the flared trousers and the gaudy hippie hairdos. That, and the 
exuberant renaissance of pop music bookended by the Beatles and 
the Rolling Stones.

These days, needless to say, London is different. The prevailing 
style of dress among the young is cool, black, and sober; the city 
itself is bursting with colour, with bright, sassy new skyscrapers, 
rejuvenated neighbourhoods, and brilliant reno jobs, like the 
vaulting pale blue cathedral of St. Pancras station (www.stpancras.
com) where you can sip champagne and watch the sleek, white 
Eurostar (www.eurostar.com) slide in from Paris, disgorging day-
trippers laden with gaily coloured shopping bags from Printemps 
and Galeries Lafayette.

But the real glory of London is invisible, or was until we lucked 
into an annual ritual called Open House London (www.openhouse.
org.uk) in which, on a single weekend, hundreds of architecturally-
interesting buildings are opened to the public. Along with crowds 
of other enthusiasts, we queued for the privilege of invading the 
privacy of people who had revamped their homes in innovative and 
environmentally-friendly ways, or had created stunningly original new 

393 First Street, Suite 100
(705) 445.5454  Collingwood

www.chestnutpark.com
collingwood@chestnutpark.com

$189,000 Delightful 1 ½ storey home
with updated kitchen. Main floor dining
room could easily be converted to a
third bedroom. Fenced yard with deck,
full basement with laundry room and
“get-away” room for kids. 8 x 10 shed
and newer appliances included. John
M. Kacmar**/Diana Lea Berdini ** 705-
444-4968

MAPLE STREET 

$174,900 3 bdrm, 2 bath, 2 storey
home in Fairway 1.  Current owners
have recently painted, installed 4 ceil-
ing fans, cabinets in both bathrooms
and custom shelving in mstr bdrm
walk in closet. New patio doors in
master bedroom.  
John M. Kacmar**/Diana Lea Berdini**
705-444-4968

VERY WELL PRICED 

$1,900,000  Custom built on 23 acres
with 2000ft of Beaver River frontage,
this home offers striking river views
through the glass walls. A true retreat
with world class trout fishing, incredible
wild life sightings and only 5 minutes
from Thornbury.  
Sue Mallett* 705-444-1781

VIRTUAL TOUR: myhomes.360photo.ca/1601/

$1,295,000 Spectacular newly built
chalet in a fabulous location. A seven
bedroom, six bath home with post and
beam custom construction and a view
of Happy Valley ski run. Walk to the
Village and the Blue Mountain Inn.
Features are too numerous to men-
tion! Simon Williams* 705-888-3126

LUCILLE WHEELER CRESCENT 

$774,000 Main floor Master Suite in this
true timber frame open concept bunga-
low with soaring vaulted ceilings wide
plank hardwood flooring with 6 bed-
rooms and 41/2 baths. Experience the
design, the art, be amazed, come in
and enjoy!!!            
Sue Mallett direct 705 444 7181 or 
Barbara Thompson direct 441 4777

SEE AN “ EVENT TO REMEMBER” FEATURED 
IN THIS EDITION FIRST PAGE INSIDE COVER

$759,000 One of the best Lighthouse
Point has to offer with stainless appli-
ances including rangehood and built in
wine fridge, granite and onyx counter-
tops, elevator, expansive deck with
dual gas outlet for BBQ & heater, over-
size garage, 30 ft. mooring slip and in-
credible panoramic waterviews.
John M. Kacmar**/ Diana Lea Berdini**
705-444-4968

STUNNING WATERFRONT TOWNHOME

$699,000 This beautiful 4 bdrm, 4 bath
2 storey chalet style home is situated
on a premium lot in the fabulous “Or-
chard” community at the base of
Craigleith ski club. Over 3300 sq.ft full
basement and 2 car garage.  
John M.Kacmar** / Diana Lea Berdini**
705-444-4968

THE ORCHARD AT CRAIGLEITH

$439,000 4+1 bdrm chalet on beauti-
fully landscaped lot w/large tiered deck
on both the front & the back of the
home. Country kit, wood flrs, din/liv rm
w/wood f/place & lrg windows to enjoy
the view. Upstairs includes lrg mstr, 2
bdrms & 4 pc. bath w/slate floors & in-
floor radiant heat. Laurie Westlake*
705-446-7747

BEAUTIFUL VIEWS OF BLUE MOUNTAIN

Open Feb7th to 28th Sats and Suns 1- 4

Toronto  •  Prince Edward County/Picton  •  Collingwood   •  Erin/Caledon  •   Lake of bays  •  Muskoka  •  Port Hope

Barbara Picot, Sales Representative

393 First Street, Suite 100 Collingwood
Office: (705).445.5454  Direct: (705).444.3452

barbarapicot@chestnutpark.com
www.chestnutpark.com

TAKE A CLOSER LOOK - $169,900

Great bungalow starter home for single/couple or year round cottage. Public
access to Georgian Bay across the street.  Quiet location, lots of parking, pri-
vate yard, outdoor deck for BBQ’s/morning coffee.  Lots of cupboard space
in kitchen, bright & cheery dining area overlooking the deck. Living area has
gas stove on brick pad. New carpet in bdrms and living area, laminate wood
flooring in kitchen/dining area.  Municipal services.  Lots of potential!

3 bdrms, 2.5 bath condo located in the
greenbelt area with views towards Osler
from patio and deck.  Natural gas
forced air, master bedroom with ensuite
and walk-in closet, 5 new appliances in
2005, woodburning fireplace, new sid-
ing on unit and assessment has been
paid by the sellers.  Shows beautifully

FULLY FURNISHED IN CRANBERRY - $169,900

Minutes to Creemore, Mad River Golf
Club, Devils Glen Country Club and
Mansfield Ski Club. Located on rolling
hills with views of the valley. 1700 sq.
ft., 4 bdrms, eat-in kit, wood flrs thru-
out, reno bthrm with claw foot tub,
closed in porch on main lvl.  2.35 acre
adjacent view lot also available for
$149,000. Call LBO for full details. 

CREEMORE FARMHOUSE ON 9.94 ACRES - $435,000

LOCATION! LOCATION! LOCATION!
Beautifully renovated, raised brick
bungalow located on Pine Street.
Great starter home featuring 2+1 bed-
rooms, main floor master bedroom.
Renovations include: roof, windows,
wiring, doors, kitchen and bathroom.
Gleaming hardwood floors, central
air, gas furnace in 2005.

DOWNTOWN COLLINGWOOD ADDRESS - $269,000

Cozy 3 storey, 4 bdrm condo with
many upgrades including natural gas
forced air heating and central air.
Nicely decorated and easy to show.
New shingles and deck completed in
Sept. 2008.  New siding to be installed
in 2009.  Call LBO Exceptional Value
-1600 sq. ft. floor plan.

4 BEDROOM CONDO IN CRANBERRY - $157,500

This 3 bdrm, 1.5 bth split lvl chalet is
nestled amongst nicely wooded
grounds. Lrg back yard with lots of space
for kids to play.  Cstm woodburning
stone frplc, with plenty of windows
overlooking the back yard. A mechanic’s
or handyman’s dream with a  lrg ovrszd
2 car garage and attached workshop at
back of chalet with plenty of storage
space. Only 15 k from Collingwood.

MINUTES TO MAJOR SKI HILLS/GOLF COURSES - $389,900
Bright 3 bedroom, 2.5 storey condo
with views of Osler from the deck.  Up-
dated with the following improve-
ments: carpet, floor tiles, kitchen
countertop, kitchen backsplash and
light fixtures.  Lovely woodburning
frplc in open concept liv/din/kit area.
Mstr bdrm in loft with ensuite bath.
Overlooking the pool and tennis courts
in Cranberry.  Furniture negotiable.

CRANBERRY – 3 BEDROOM - $169,900

PANORAMIC VIEWS OF GEORGIAN BAY -
$875,000

Surrounded by mature trees, this maintenance free exterior blends in with the na-
ture that surrounds it.  Featuring 2400 sq. ft. of living space, 3 bedrooms, 2.5 baths,
antique pegged hemlock floors in living/dining/kitchen, cast iron gas stove, pocket
doors, track/pot lighting, custom designed kitchen, high efficiency gas furnace,
heat-on-demand water system and oversized double garage for workshop or art
studio.  Large Bay windows provide open panoramic views of Georgian Bay.  Pub-
lic waterfront has a sheltered bay with sandy/shale beach where you can relax and
watch the sunset or go for an afternoon kayak along the shoreline.
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Continued on page 32
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The	Muse	makes	maximum	use	of	
sustainable	technologies.	It	has	
also	revitalized	a	derelict	urban	
London	courtyard.

houses in difficult and derelict spaces like old bomb sites, neglected 
courtyards, or oddly-shaped vacant lots. It was an inspiration to see 
once crumbling Victorian houses in formerly dreary neighbourhoods 
like Kentish Town or Hackney miraculously transformed, and to hear 
the owners and architects (often they were the same person) talk about 
their heroic battles with local authorities who thought their ideas were 
too daring to permit.

The following weekend, we went back for more, this time to a 
sister event called GreenSky Studios, in which architectural firms 
that deal in cutting edge, eco-friendly technology and design put 
their pet projects on display. The highlight was a large, wonderfully 
audacious house called The Muse (www.bere.co.uk), an elegant, 
three-storey, yellow-brick structure that looked like a miniature 
Great Lakes freighter stranded in a large courtyard that had once 
served as a haven for rats, refuse and drug dealers. Built as closely 
as possible to German Passivhaus standards (www.passivhaus.org.
uk), the Muse features a large roof garden planted with indigenous 
trees, wildflowers and grasses, with a solar heated pool, triple glazed 
windows and a heat recovery ventilation system. Most impressive 
of all, it was beautifully designed and executed, using materials that 
were both traditional and modern. The neighbours, once sceptical, 
had grown to love it.

On these tours, I learned several things about architecture and 
design that I hadn’t fully appreciated before.

First: they thrive on limitations. Without that cramped lot 
and the challenges of landscape, climate, budgets, building codes, 
and – yes – high energy costs, many of the best buildings and 
sustainable solutions might never have seen daylight. In Europe, 
these limitations are in your face. In Canada, paradoxically, we’ve 
been held back because space and resources have seemed so 
limitless, and so cheap.

Second: Reducing your carbon footprint is like trying to lose 
weight: it’s far easier if your diet is palatable and attractive. I used to 
feel that most green technology was like spinach; good for you, good 
for the planet, but too fussy, too clunky, too expensive. Not any more. 
Not only is the technology more sophisticated and more cost effective, 
there is also a whole new generation of architects and designers 
coming up with solutions that are beautiful and practical.

Finally, there’s a right time for everything. Since coming home, 
I’ve talked to designers, architects, homeowners and people who 
develop and promote sustainable technologies, and while many 
agree that we are still decades behind Europe, they also feel that the 
current climate – a perfect storm of financial meltdown and rising 
energy costs – is ripe for a quantum leap forward. The only thing 
missing is consumer demand. There’s never been a better time to 
start investing in innovation. In fact, we can’t afford not to.  OH

Paul Wilson is a writer, editor and translator who lives with his wife, Patricia, in 
rural Ontario. He can be reached at paul.heathcote@sympatico.ca

Victorian 3 bdrm. stunner!
$370,000

www.sellingcollingwood.com

Turnkey In Lighthouse
Immaculate 2 bdrm. on ground floor.

$219,900

Quiet Cul-De-Sac Location
3 bdrm. incl. fin. basement

& dbl. garage.
$324,900call Sherry Rioux,

your Collingwood and area real estate representative.

Walk to Georgian Bay Club
4 bdrm. with $$$ in upgrades!

$949,000

49+ Scenic Acres
Build your dream home on

this spectacular site.
$495,000

Lovingly Restored Side-Split
Located on a ravine lot in quiet cul-de-sac.
3+1 bdrm. w/fin. lower level & basement.

$319,900

Renovated Stone Bungalow
Walking distance to downtown, beach & trail. 

$425,000

Don’t Run With The Pack…

NEW
 PRICE

NEW
 PRICE

 Waterfront Priced To Sell
3 bdrm. upper in Admirals Gate.

$469,900

Log Cabin Décor in Cranberry
Spectacular 3 bdrm. Must be seen!

$199,900

NEW
 LISTING

NEW
 LISTING

Sherry Rioux, 
Broker
Direct: 705-444-2470 705-445-7085

Christine Smith**

705-888-0201
Sue Beaney*

705-795-1095
Emma Baker*

705-444-3989

Skier’s Dream 
Luxurious chalet at Alpine. 5 bdrm, 2.5 baths, fin. bsmt. 

Steps to skiing, clubhouse, pool and tennis.
$599,000 or $2000/mo.+  

Log Cabin Décor
Unique one-of-a-kind 3 bdrm. condo in Cranberry.

$$$ in upgrades. Very private & quiet.
$199,900  

Million Dollar Mountain Views 
3+2 bdrms. on quiet crescent. "Magnolia" model w/fin. 

basement. Incl. in-law suite w/kitchen.
$359,000  

Live The Ski Country Life Style!
Bungalow nestled on the escarpment,  featuring 3 covered 

porches, 2 storey great rm, 3 bedrooms on main level and loft 
guest suite.  GST & Development Fees included. $633,900

 

Walk To Skiing & Beach
Nipissing Ridge 4 bdrm. custom built home w/mountain views. 

Main flr. mstr., huge kitchen & fin. basement. Gorgeous!
$639,000

 

Home On 80 Ft. Forested Lot
Raised Bungalow chalet design with timber/stone accents. 2442 

sq.ft., 3 bdrms, Media Rm. Many lots backing onto Georgian Trail. 
New 2009 Pricing – GST & Development Fees included. $549,900

4 Bdrm Home in Collingwood
Immaculately kept with 3 1/2 baths, eat in kitchen, dining room 

and finished basement.
$ 369,123

 

Unique With Waterview
Immaculate 2100 sq. ft. 3 bdrm. condo, with skylight and 

sundeck. Unique 2nd floor family rm. and  garage. 
$349,900

 

Walk to Ski Slope
Why rent when you can own a stunning 4 bdrm chalet just 

mins from the ski hills for only
$437,888

 

Executive Development
Stunning new home to built by Alliance Homes Inc. at Peaks 
Meadows, TBM close to skiing, biking and golf. (Many other 

lots and models to choose from)
$700,900

 

3 bdrm, 2 bath Cranberry Condo
Open concept living, gas f/place walk out to private back patio.

$149,900
 

Family Home in Collingwood
Let the Clairwood Team sell your home – call us for details on 

our marketing plan.  We’re ready to go to work for YOU.
 

Rose Marie Feaver**

705-446-5204
Sherry Rioux**

705-444-2470
Aggie Davidson*

705-441-4711
*Sales Representative    **Broker

705-445-7085
Your Outstanding Choice!

To Be
   Built

To Be
   Built

SOLD To Be
   Built
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Creating a Functional  WINE CELLAR
BY  N ICK  KEUKENMEESTER

WWhen finding the right place to keep your wines, there are three 
factors to keep in mind.

Temperature: The ideal temperature is somewhere between 52 and 
55 degrees Fahrenheit (11-13 degrees Celsius). If it is a little higher than 
this, the wines mature faster, and the opposite occurs if it is on the cool 
side. You want to try to avoid large fluctuations as this can shrink and 
expand the corks, leading to leakage and spoilage.

Light: There is a reason most wines come in coloured glass. Ultraviolet 
light can be as damaging as heat to wine.

Vibration: Wines need a settled environment if they are to age gracefully.

There is no point in buying wine to keep unless you have 
somewhere to put it. Wine cabinets (specially designed fridges) or 
even just cold storage areas in a basement will all do this job for you. 
There is no sense in building an expensive 10,000 bottle cellar when 
you have three cases to put in it. Start with the coolest, darkest place 
in the house and upgrade from there when you need to. 

Forward Thinking 
When stocking a cellar, it is important to remember that you want 

wines to be ready at different times. It’s not much help if you have 
nothing to drink for 10 years and then 500 bottles are ready all at once! 
Stagger your buying and go for things with varying aging capacity.

Be Eclectic 
Different situations call for different wines. Maybe you are not a 

white wine drinker, but when you have guests over to eat fish you still 
want a couple of options. Don’t forget that occasions come up for sweet 
wines and ports. Ones with a little age can be a show stopper. 

Palates Change 
Most collectors start out loving the big reds from California, 

Australia and Bordeaux. It takes time to develop a palate for Pinot Noir 
and the wines of Burgundy. As drinking wine with dinner becomes 
the norm, you start to look for those perfect matches. Old Pinot often 
fills that role, but unless you cellar a little at the beginning, it will take 
you a long time to find this out.

Mind Your Own Palate 
Not everyone likes mature wine. As a wine develops, its obvious 

fruit or primary characteristics mellow and subside, and secondary 
notes (like herbs and spices) come through. If you like fruity wine, 
don’t leave it too long.

We All Mature At Our Own Pace
European wines (and French wines in particular) go through 

a dumb phase. Like teenage children, they go into their bedrooms 
and don’t come out for three years. In this time, their company is not 
something to seek out. Basically, the fruit is less available to the palate 
and the wine doesn’t offer all it has to give. Once this phase is complete, 
the wine emerges like a butterfly from its cocoon, mellowed and with 
new layers of complexity. Most new-world wines do not suffer through 
this phase, but many would argue they don’t gain the same levels of 
complexity either. Great Bordeaux and Burgundy can often improve 
over 10 or more years. 

Is it a Keeper? 
So what keeps well and what doesn’t? Let’s look at the 
grapes most likely to repay a little cellar time.

WHITES

Yes
Riesling (the greatest ager of all, with mineral notes 
abounding), Chardonnay, Pinot Gris, Gewurztraminer, 
Semillon (not just Sauternes, but the dry stuff from 
Australia too)

No
Sauvignon Blanc, Viognier, White Zinfandel, Pinot 
Grigio, Arneis, Cortese (Gavi), Albarino, most sparkling 
wines (Champagne excepted)

REDS

Yes
Pinot Noir, Barbera, Cabernet Sauvignon, Merlot, 
Shiraz/Syrah, Cabernet Franc, Tempranillo, Sangiovese, 
Carmenere, Nebbiolo

Maybe
Grenache (no more than 3-5 years) Gamay (only the 
top Beaujolais; NOT Beaujolais Nouveau)

No
Zinfandel (enjoy the fruit in its youth), Dolcetto, Corvina 
(unless it’s Amarone), Rosé. Also, remember that 90% 
of wines are consumed within hours of purchase and 
most wines are now made for this purpose, so most will 
not cellar well.   OH

If you have any questions about any of the topics Nick has covered here, feel free to 
send him an email: nick@liffordwineagency.com. Nick Keukenmeester is a writer 
who is currently Head of Private Client Sales for Lifford Wine Agency.

i d e a s
Ensure we’re equipped 

for ski season too.

Every year over 1,000 orthopaedic surgeries are performed 
at the G&M. That’s four or fi ve days out of every week. In 
order to handle this high volume of orthopaedic surgeries 
and reduce patient wait times, three additional arthroscopy 
sets are required, now. The price tag: $38,500.

Unfortunately government funding won’t cover the 
cost. In fact, in a good year, it barely covers 20% of the 
Hospital’s equipment costs. The Collingwood G&M Hospital 
Foundation makes up the difference. But we can only do 
it with your support. Your gift will ensure the G&M has the 
equipment it needs to be prepared everyday to deal with 
the growing degree of orthopaedic trauma we face in this 
recreational area. 

Ski Goggles - $140

Arthroscopy Sets 
and Camera - $38,500

Please give today.
There are many ways to support your Hospital. For a list 
of fundraising events and gift programs contact us at:

Collingwood G&M 
Hospital Foundation 

705-444-8645 or 
www.cgmhf.com Your Care is Our Cause
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Sweet Dreams
IN FUN KIDS’ BEDROOMS
BY  HEATHER  SM I LL I E
PHOTOGRAPHY  BY  SANDY  MACKAY

TRENDS:
• Pint-sized, modern furnishings

• Multi-functional furniture with extra sleeping or  
 storage capabilities

• Cribs that grow with your child and configure into a  
 daybed or full-sized bed 

TIPS	FOR	CREATING	A	
FUNCTIONAL	AND	PRACTICAL	SPACE:
• Use black-out blinds for windows (help child sleep  
 through daylight savings).

• Make sure all your bases are covered in terms of  
 lighting your room properly. This includes functional  
 task lighting and general lighting.

• Go for resilient flooring with great kid-inspired colours  
 and patterns. They are easy to clean.

• Benjamin Moore’s Aura paint line is VOC free and a  
 healthier choice for a child’s room.

TIPS	FOR	CREATING	A	FUN	SPACE:
• Add ribbons to ready-made curtains to customize them.

• Use peel and stick wall tattoos. 

• Carpeting with pattern and texture adds design to  
 your floors, but keep the pile low for longer wear.

• Use wallpaper on a focal wall or in a panel detail.

• Use real sporting equipment in unexpected ways.   
 Face shelves with skis or hockey sticks, strategically  
 place shadow boxes full of pucks, tennis or golf balls  
 and hang a basketball net over the dirty clothes bin.

• Paint, paint, paint! Nothing gives more impact than  
 painting your walls. Have fun with stripes, circles,  
 strong focal walls, geometrics and murals.

Always remember to HAVE FUN!  OH

TThe majority of us strive to make our home a decorating masterpiece 
and a reflection of ourselves, weighing each decision to ensure the look 
we are creating is as close to our dream home as possible. But when 
it comes to our kids’ rooms, the rules can be thrown out the window 
and it’s time to have some fun!

However, there is still the little matter of function over form, 
and decorating the room with the involvement of your child can be 
an opportunity to teach them about the importance of realistic and 
functional design.

Allowing your child self expression in the decorating of their room 
is a great chance for them to show off their personality, and allows you 
another way of getting to know them as they grow. As with anything in 
life, there will always be limitations to how far they can go in creating 
their dream space and it is up to you to set clear parameters for them. If 
they are cast as the interior decorator, you are the project manager. 

Most people find the most difficult part of design is where to start, 
and this can be particularly difficult with a child, so you better go into 
it with a game plan.

Before even telling them you are going to decorate their room, have 
them work through some exercises to focus their thoughts and narrow 
down the wide field of possibilities. 

Depending on their age, this can be done in a variety of ways:
• Have your child flip through pictures in magazines and select  

 their favorite ideas.
• Have them write a top 5 list of their favorite things.
• Draw their room layout and have them place furniture and  

 add colour.
• Go to a paint store and let them select 5 to 8 colours they like (to  

 be narrowed down).
Let your child’s creative juices flow, but explain that this is the 

brainstorming phase of the project. If an idea or an interest comes to 
the surface as a possible theme, explore it with them, making sure it 
has the staying power you want and is not just a passing interest.

 
Top theme rooms for boys: Top theme rooms for girls:
1. Sports 1. Princess
2. Automotive 2. Butterflies
3. Action Heroes 3. Flowers

When it comes to theme rooms, the advice is to go for it! The fun 
part is in the executing of your theme and having fun with how it can 
be applied to the walls, linens, lighting, windows and floors. If you’re 
going for a princess theme, you must have a hanging chandelier, layered 
linens, ribbons, soft lighting and tons of pillows. A Nascar-themed 
room should have tires hung on the walls for storage and tool benches 
for dressers, racing stripes painted on the walls, and rubber mats on 
the floor. The more creative the room the more your child will love it 
and the longer it will last.

"Our building experience with Harold Robison and Bob
Armstrong Construction Ltd.was an extremely positive 

experience. Harold is very attentive and listens to your concerns.
We heartily endorse Harold as a custom builder."

–Gary Moore

For further details contact Harold Robison at

Bob Armstrong Construction Ltd.
(705) 445-2704 ❘ Collingwood

Go ahead:

(you can trust your contractor)

Sleep Well
22 years of experience with custom home building 

Licensed General Contractor ❘ Custom homes, renovations, additions  
Quality workmanship, sound construction ❘ Responsible, reliable  

A member of Tarion Home Warranty Corporation
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The figures contained in the above chart of home heating costs are based on the best information available on the subject; however, no
two homes are alike. For this reason, it is very difficult to provide an exact cost to heat a home with any energy source. The operating
efficiency of your heating system, how well you maintain it, how energy efficient your home is and your particular lifestyles will all affect
the amount of energy used.

References:
1. Based on NRCan publication M91-2/43-1996E

2. Based on current energy prices as best as we can determine on Dec 1, 2007
3. PST and GST not included in the above calculations

• Leaders in Geothermal; with 24 years experience
in this industry, Northern Heating & Ventilation are
PIONEERS in geothermal.

• Save now, save later.

• Northern Heating has installed more than 500 units
over the past 10 years.

• Join the many happy clients who now benefit from a
Geothermal system installed by Northern Heating.

Geothermal Specialists:

Enjoy the benefits of clean, natural, comfortable heating and cooling,
and take advantage of up to $7150 in grants for your system.

Approx.
Square
Footage

Amt. Of 
Nat. Gas
(cu.m)

Annual 
Cost

*93%
**0.46$/cu.m

***$16.00/month

93%
0.80$/litre

84%
0.85$/litre

100%
.053 & .062$/kWh +

170%
.053 & .062$/kWh +

420%
.053 & .062$/kWh +

Amt. Of 
Oil

(litre)

Annual 
Cost

Amt. Of 
Propane

(litre)

Annual 
Cost

Amt. Of 
Electric
(kw/h)

Annual 
Cost

Amt. Of 
Electric
(kw/h)

Annual 
Cost

Amt. Of 
Electric
(kw/h)

Annual 
Cost

2200

3400

2000

3000

1088

1548

2215

3322

1706

2558

2800

4200

2020

2930

19520

29280

2030

3045

11482

17224

1148

1722

4623

6897

484 

722 

COMPARE 
SAVINGS

WATERFURNACE 
ENVISION COMPARES 

AT 49% LESS

WATERFURNACE 
ENVISION COMPARES 

AT 68% LESS

WATERFURNACE 
ENVISION COMPARES

AT 75% LESS

WATERFURNACE 
ENVISION COMPARES 

AT 75% LESS

WATERFURNACE 
ENVISION COMPARES 

AT 57% LESS
INCOMPARABLE!

TYPE OF
HOME 

HEATING

NATURAL GAS HIGH
EFFICIENCY

HEATING OIL FLAME
RETENTION BURNER

PROPANE HIGH
EFFICIENCY

ELECTRIC FORCED 
AIR OR BASEBOARD

RESISTANCE

ALL ELECTRIC AIR
SOURCE HEAT PUMP

WATERFURNACE 
ENVISION GEOTHERMAL

HEATING & COOLING

THE ENERGY AUDITOR

Collingwood • Markdale • Owen Sound
705-444-2736 • 519-986-3307 • 800-661-5796 

Northern Heating SP08  4/22/08  9:57 PM  Page 1

67 First Street 
Collingwood, Ontario 

Telephone: (705) 445-8500
Direct Fax: 445-9528

Brad Williams
Broker

Direct: (705) 444-4646
remaxman@georgian.net

LIFETIME ACHIEVEMENT AWARD

Doug Gillis
Broker

Direct: (705) 444-3853
douggillis@bmts.com
LIFETIME ACHIEVEMENT AWARD

four seasons realty limited, Brokerage

®

®

Excellent value in new development backing
onto Silver Glen Preserve just west of
Collingwood. Townhomes range from 1222 to
1395 sq. feet with full basements and attached
garages with inside entry. Prices range from
$214,900 to $256,400 and include 5 appli-
ances and central air. Call today for more infor-
mation or to book a showing.

Positioned on ravine lot on over 3/4 of an acre,
with private back yard, located in prestigious
Georgian Bay Golf Club Community.
Outstanding views overlooking Georgian Bay. 6
bedroom, 4 bathroom home with over 8000 sq.
feet of finished space, gourmet kitchen, nanny
suite, attached 3 car garage.
$3,200,000 MLS®20084335

Luxury townhomes available, nestled on the
Millpond shores in Thornbury and close to
Georgian Peaks, Lora Bay Golf Club &
Georgian Trail. Vaulted ceilings, open concept
living area and main floor masters. Variety of
floor plans and options available. Prices range
from $299,000 to $359,000

Beautiful chalet with 4 beds, 4 baths, fieldstone
fireplace, cathedral ceilings and 3 season porch
with view of Monterra Golf Course and Blue
Mountain. 60 x 193 ft. lot backing onto the
16th fairway of Monterra. Shuttle service 
available to Village, hills & private beach
$799,000 MLS®20086020

Pastoral views, strong stream, several choice
building sites. Situated amongst estate homes
in a most sought-after area. Located between
Dunedin & Glen Huron, close to Devil’s Glen
Country Club & the Mad River Golf Course.
$769,000 MLS®20075370

3026 sq. ft. home positioned between the hills
and the water. 4 bedrooms, 2-1/2 baths,
spacious kitchen, fabulous 2 storey living area
with cathedral ceilings & windows that soar
from the floor to the ceiling. Amazing view of ski
hills from back deck & rear of house.
$559,000 MLS®20083296

Fabulous 5300+ sq. foot 6 bedroom, 4 bath
home located just steps from Craigleith Ski
Club. Gourmet kitchen, open concept living/
dining area with oversized F/P, pool/games
room with sitting area & bar. Private setting with
professional landscaping & view of the hills.
Bridge to parking lot, walk to Craigleith Ski Club.
$2,995,000 MLS®20090182

80’ frontage with views to Lighthouse Island,
Christian Island and beyond. Very private loca-
tion on quiet road located minutes to all major
ski resorts. True four season property. Well built,
solid family home/chalet with separate in-law
apartment, attached garage & separate heated
workshop. Nicely landscaped.
$890,000 MLS®20085333

140 acre estate w/4 bdrm Georgian farmhouse,
in-ground pool, bank barn w/80 x 200’ arena,
heated shop with office/kitchen/washrooms,
fenced paddocks, pond, trails, 100 workable
acres, & 30 treed acres. Immaculately main-
tained facility with comfortable family home.
$1,300,000 MLS®20084098D

1) Ridge lot custom home site with spectacular
views of the golf course & seasonal views of
Georgian Bay. 2) Premiere lot backing onto the
4th fairway and green space. 3) “Orchard” lot,
backing on to Orchard Pond, with views of
Georgian Bay and the mountain. Lots range
from $499,000 to $750,000

Custom built 4630 sq. foot ranch bungalow,
beautiful pond and views of countryside &
Georgian Bay. Unique & rare property carefully
created & maintained. Additional 100 acres
with house & barn also available.
$2,300,000 MLS®20090009

CUSTOM FIR POST & BEAM HOME RARE WATERFRONT FIND SILVER GLEN PRESERVE CUSTOM BUILT LOG CHALET

RARE VIEW PROPERTY EQUESTRIAN DELIGHTHISTORIC SNOWBRIDGE 100 ACRE PARCEL

GEORGIAN BAY CLUB LOTS NIPISSING RIDGEMILLPOND IN THE VILLAGE MAGNIFICENT 100 ACRE ESTATE

Magnificent views of Georgian Bay, Christian
Island, the Peaks & Beaver Valley. 100 acres, with
approx. 10 acres of hardwood bush w/hiking &
cross country trails. Insulated horse barn w/11
stalls & radiant heating, 2 outside stalls. Fantastic
location to build your dream home/chalet.
$899,000 MLS®20085817

Remax Ad Sk09  1/23/09  4:00 PM  Page 1



h o m e  &  b u i l d e r

Magical 
       French Manor
       BY THE BAY

B Y  J I M  F O X  / /  P H O T O G R A P H Y  B Y  C H R I S T O P H E R  L A W S O N

LEFT:	The	spacious	foyer	separates	
the	dining	room	from	a	large	living	
room,	which	leads	to	the	stunning	
library	in	this	stately	home.	
	
RIGHT:	While	on	a	visit	to	southern	
France,	builder	Patrick	Coulter	took	
hundreds	of	photos	of	traditional	
French	country	manors	to	ensure		
the	authenticity	of	the	interior	of	
this	beautiful	home.

LLondon Bridge was dismantled and rebuilt on a lake in 
Arizona, but how is a French country manor transported 
to Grey County? How can a view of the French Riviera be 
replaced by a panorama of Georgian Bay? These and other 
questions will be answered as local builder, Patrick Coulter, 
takes you through the various steps in building a custom home 
using the unique architectural style of this recently completed 
home. Continued on page 46

“A home is not just an  
art form. It’s a function”
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h o m e  &  b u i l d e r

The	expansive	kitchen		
and	eating	area	includes		
one	of	the	home’s	three		
wood-burning	fireplaces.	
Although	the	design	adheres	
to	17th	century	style,	the	
kitchen	is	practical	with	
modern	amenities.	
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h o m e  &  b u i l d e r

The	kitchen	opens	to	the	
formal	dining	room	and	a		
table	for	12.

“The finished product should reflect 
the client, not just a particular design 
approach,” Coulter explains. “I never 
gamble with the eventual outcome.”
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Most clients need assistance with the site selection and initial land 
purchase, along with information pertaining to additional costs for site 
services, such as hydro and water. Along with determining soil densities for 
construction, Coulter and Associates will create sun charts indicating 
the shadow signature of the potential structure. This information is 
critical to the placement of the home on the property and the location 
of particular features such as rooms, porches, patios or swimming pools. 
Some areas require full sun, others require various degrees of shadow. 

Once the land purchase is made (with the client fully aware of the 
property’s restrictions and blessings), Coulter uses a design questionnaire 
to determine the homeowner’s lifestyle needs. This questionnaire helps 
answer concrete questions about the function of the dwelling – who, 
when and how? The answers ensure the final structure is compatible 
with the client’s expectations and the demands of the local climate, 
whether the design is completed by Coulter’s team, or an architect of the  
customer’s choosing. 

h o m e  &  b u i l d e r

LEFT:	A	games	table	sits	by	a	bank	
of	expansive,	light-filled	windows	in	
the	library.
	
RIGHT:	A	wood-burnng	fireplace	sets	
the	mood	in	the	beautifully	designed	
two-storey,	wood-panelled	library.

Continued on page 49
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h o m e  &  b u i l d e r

In this case, because the owners were enamoured with the classic manor 
houses of Provence, architect Peter Higgins, a specialist in traditional 
French architecture, was chosen. Higgins worked for a year on the design, 
making certain the house was authentic to the style of the period, while 
allowing for the modern accoutrements of a contemporary home.

“A home is not just an art form,” Coulter explains. “It’s a function. The 
finished product should reflect the client, not just a particular design 
approach. I never gamble with the eventual outcome. The home should 
exceed expectations.” To that end, Coulter  visited southern France and 
while there, took more than one thousand photos of traditional country 
manors to make sure that the interior was true. As he puts it: “I wanted 
to get the detailing correct so that it matched the design work perfectly.” 
In a home where all the fixtures, from windows and doors to flooring and 
cabinetry were custom-made, Coulter’s eye for detail was crucial. 

From the outset of construction, Coulter’s approach is to provide 
constant accounting as the work progresses and a monthly report of 
costs incurred. Coulter is a believer in good communication. “I’ve never 
had a dispute about budget, because there are written minutes of every 
meeting, which are authorized by all parties. That way, everyone is kept 
up-to-date and there are no surprises.”

This method of continual communication, choice offerings and 
approval, is carried through all the phases of construction – plumbing, 
mechanical, electrical, video, audio and security systems. At each step, 
answers to practical lifestyle questions ensure customer satisfaction. 
Included in these queries is another dimension, one often overlooked by 
purchasers. These are future, long-term contingencies and changes in 
family lifestyle that may impinge on present decisions. 

Patrick illustrates by providing a practical example. “Standing in 
an unfinished space under construction, a client may wish things to be 
more open, but this emotional decision may not take into account the 
reduction in intimacy that results or how such a change may affect the 
overall design,” he says. “My job is to guide the client through the process. 
Clients bring their own notions to the project. My job is to sharpen their 
stylistic ideas and interpret these into reality.”

This approach continues through the final stages of having the 
homeowners select the colour palettes for the trim, stain and stone to be 
used in construction. Patrick directs owners to websites, showrooms and 
provides large, live samples to assist them in making final decisions. .

The reality of this home’s French manor-style is breathtaking! The 
textured limestone exterior walls are proportioned to the overhanging 
cured cedar shingles of the roof. Appropriately, limestone is the predominant 
stone in both southern France and the Southern Georgian Bay regions. The 
roof’s copper eavestroughs and flashing meet the upper windows a quarter 
of the way from the top, giving the openings a dormer look. 

Visitors enter the manor through a distinctive central hallway with 
white walls and dark oak flooring that anchors the home. To the left is a 
spacious period kitchen complete with a large wood-burning hearth – one 
of three in the home. Here, subdued accent lighting complements the 
natural light streaming through floor-to-ceiling windows. 

TOP:	The	powder	room	is		
located	off	the	foyer	downstairs.

	
BOTTOM:	An	artist	will	paint	inside	

the	curved,	coffered	ceiling	on	the	
landing	upstairs.

	
OPPOSITE	PAGE:	A	secret	door		

leads	to	the	upper	level	of	the	
spectacular	library.	The	large	fixture	

was	custom-made	for	the	space.

Continued on page 52
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Beautiful	art,	antiques	and	
reproductions	fill	the	home.	This	

vignette	sits	at	the	top	of	the	
landing,	down	the	hall	from	the	

children’s	bedrooms.

In a home where all the fixtures, from windows and 
doors to flooring and cabinetry were custom-made, 

Coulter’s eye for detail was crucial.

SHARPimageGROUP_OurHOMES_Jan09 vB HR.pdf   1/26/09   11:15:42 AM

INTERIOR SPACE PLANNING

BATH AND KITCHEN DESIGN

CUSTOM FURNITURE & LIGHTING

A.R.I.D.O ACCREDITED INTERIOR DESIGN

51 Hurontario Street, Collingwood, 705 444 8330

162 Medora Street, Port Carling, 705 765 6868

peaksandrafters.com
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Despite an adherence to 17th century style, the home functions as a 
21st century family home, with a kitchen that opens on to a comfortable 
eating area and a formal dining room, possessing a practical island as well 
as modern appliances needed for a busy lifestyle.

After taking in the relaxing living room, den and two-storey library, 
with its hidden home entertainment centre on the main floor, you can 
ascend the stunning wrought-iron circular stairway. On the second floor, 
the children’s guest bedroom is modeled after the classic story, Madeline. 
The old world elegance of the master bedroom is complemented by an en 
suite bath, where bathtub bubbles are heated. From this vantage point 
you can view the library’s custom pine panel walls and bookshelves from 
above and marvel at the quality craftsmanship of the past produced in 
the present. 

Patrick explains that during construction his experienced team 
constructed a scale, cardboard mock-up of the library’s gigantic central 
chandelier, to be sure that the proportions were correct. In Patrick’s words, “If 
we get it right from the beginning, everything falls into place perfectly.” OH

h o m e  &  b u i l d e r

ABOVE:	The	generous	master	
bedroom	has	spacious	his-and-her	

areas	and	a	gorgeous	en	suite.
	

RIGHT:	Modern	bathroom	fixtures	
were	selected	to	blend	with	the	

classic	French-manor	design.

85  HURONTAR IO  STREET  • ( 705 )  445 -1988

e s t .  1 9 7 9

ANNIVERSARY
CELEBRATION aleS30th This winter, 
celebrate Clerkson’s

30th anniversary with savings!

MARCH
BEDDING

SALE!

FEBRUARY
LEATHER

SALE!
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our homes special advertising feature 

“in choosing our interior decor, we wanted 
to complement our design with furniture and 
finishings that reflected this ‘bringing the 
outdoors indoors’ design,” says michelle. But 
she wasn’t sure where to start. enter sue tupy, 
of curio in clarksburg.

“When we discovered sue’s artwork, we 
immediately knew it was perfect for our home 
– depicting local natural beauty, with warm 
colours and painted on large wooden surfaces… 
it was a perfect fit for our home,” says michelle.

“after hanging the first picture, we knew 
we would be back for more. We now have five 
beautiful pieces to enjoy which add warmth and 
ambiance to our home.” 

tupy, who has been showing and selling 
for the past 25 years, smiles when she hears 
testimonials like that from her clients. there are 
many. tupy’s creativity is irresistible.

“inspiration is everywhere,” she says.
tupy’s style is not just painting. it’s also about 

finding, what she calls, “little discoveries of 
treasures.” her storefront on marsh street in 
clarksburg, affectionately known as “artsburg,” 
draws people in for browsing. it’s warm and 
welcoming, like tupy herself. and there is so 
much beautiful art to see!

tupy encourages the visitors to her store to 
choose a few paintings they like. her aim is to 
assist them in finding something that is right. 

“from what a client suggests about themselves 
and art and how they relate to the art, we have a 
good idea of the kinds of paintings they could be 
interested in,” she says. 

“then we bring out a surplus of paintings which 
could possibly work and try them in their spaces 
seeing how it feels then we tweak the process 
by sizing or colouring. We can then change the 
painting by adding or deleting colour, changing 
size, whether it is wood or canvas, whether they 
want shiny or dull finishing.”

tupy, who welcomes interior designers at 
curio, says her main objective is to help find or 
create the perfect art for any given space. and 
as michelle agrees, it’s working. 

Curio is open from 11-6 Saturday and 11-5 Sundays. Or during 
the week by appointment. 519.599.7902, cell 519 691.3956, email 
sarah@curioclarksburg.ca, website www.curioclarksburg.ca.
Tupy’s work is also on display at Terase Art and Home in Thornbury.

When tom and michelle designed their new Blue mountain home, they 

wanted to bring the natural beauty of the outdoors inside. their home 

has an open design, lots of large windows, barn-board floors, and post and 

beam finishings.

Shoe art is 
also available by  

Sarah Filion

OUR HOMES SPECIAL ADVERTISING FEATURE

209784 Hwy. 26 ı Craigleith Ontario L9Y 4T9

Tel ı 705 ı 445 ı 9688    Email ı chanticofireplaces@rogers.com

Website ı www.chanticofireplaces.com

Zone heating is about
heating the rooms in which
you and your family spend
the most time. Ideally, you
only want to heat the rooms
in which you live. Why waste
energy heating rooms you're
not using? Use a zone heater
and turn down the thermo-
stat on your central furnace.
There is certainly no point in
warming bedrooms, bath-
rooms, or utility rooms when
you're not in them. Zone
heat is so efficient, you’ll 
settle down with your pop-
corn on movie night during
those long and cold winters
without having to heat the
rest of the home.

Options – most favorable
choices include fireplaces,
freestanding stoves and fire-
place inserts. Popular fuel
choices are natural gas,
propane and firewood. 

What to consider – 
the areas of the house 
you want, the desired tem-
peratures, available fuels,
intended use patterns, and
the convenience factor. Do
not forget about the style,
design and layout. Like any
appliance, consider your own
needs and preferences when
shopping.

Generate a glowing ambiance and warm penetrating
heat while keeping your home’s heating cost down.

Ask Chantico Fireplace Gallery about special pricing on floor room models and surrounds.

Chantico SS09  1/26/09  6:35 PM  Page 1



THE	PLACE: Jonna’s Rustic Refinement. 

Stop by Jonna’s on the way to the slopes, on 

Mountain Rd., next door to the Toronto Ski Club. 

THE	STYLE: Refined, rustic mountain 

living. Think Lake Placid, Aspen or Vail; homes 

with snowshoes and skis on the wall and 

beautiful wool blankets thrown over the sofa. 

Think rooms with tree-branch furniture and 

breathtaking, hand-painted armoires. The 

design and décor of mountain living is all 

about nature and relaxation. At Jonna’s, you’ll 

find everything you need to enhance your 

elegant mountain retreat.

IN	A	NUTSHELL: Owner Jonna Chalmers 

has been in business for almost 30 years, 

settling at the base of Blue Mountain five 

years ago. People come from far and wide 

to visit Jonna’s, well-known for original and 

rustic Adirondack furnishings, antiques and 

unique gifts.

c o m f o r t  z o n e

Jonna’s Rustic 
Refinement

home décor, unique gifts, original art, jewellery

VISIT THE MERCHANTS OF THORNBURY
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c o m f o r t  z o n e

THE	ANGLE: Chalmers knows what her 

clients want and she travels the world to find 

the very best in rustic, mountain décor. She 

carries furniture that is hand-made in Brazil 

from recycled walnut. Many pieces are hand-

painted and distressed. You’ll also find Old 

Hickory Furniture, Flatrock Furniture, Shadow 

Mountain Furniture and a grand selection of 

antler furniture and lighting. A lot of her pieces 

are custom-made by local artisans. “What I 

don’t have I can get, and what I don’t get I can 

have made,” Jonna says confidently.

UNIQUE: Dress your table with pewter, 

antler cutlery in different styles. Select your 

bedroom linens from a number of beautiful 

lines, including Woolrich, Berry Creek, Wooded 

River and Pendleton. You’ll love the driftwood 

mirrors on display. If it’s the wrong size, 

Chalmers will have it custom-designed and 

made to fit. Chalmers offers a whole-home 

shopping experience — tableware, bedding, 

lighting, furnishings, rugs, pillows and must-

have accessories. Jonna’s website, www.jonnas.

com helps clients find the latest offerings.

THE	MISSION:  Chalmers l ives the 

mountain lifestyle. “I live the look, I always 

have,” Chalmers says of the natural beauty, 

warmth and relaxed atmosphere of rustic, 

mountain style. She was married in the 

Adirondack Mountains in New York State and 

appreciates the old camps that inspired fine 

rustic living. The experience of shopping at 

Jonna’s is unique and she offers design and 

decorating consultations to help her clients 

make the perfect picks for their home. 

GET	THERE: 796466 Blue Mountain Rd.

 Craigleith, ON

 705.444.0838

“Chalmers offers a 
whole-home shopping 

experience.”

Clarksburg 519.599.7913   Fax:  519.599.7231   Paragoncarpentry@rogers .com� �

A Model of Excellence

• featured in CANADIAN HOUSE & HOME Magazine

• featured in ON THE BAY Magazine

• featured in OUR HOMES Magazine

Robin Smith, Builder

Homes Featured in Magazines

"I knew that I could tell him what I wanted and I could trust
it would be built to look like that. He was a great listener. And
our home is absolutely the home of our dreams.

–Jana Temple on the second home recently built for
her and her husband by Paragon Carpentry.

OFFERING A COMPLETE BU ILD ING SERVICE 
• GENERAL CONTRACTING 

• MAJOR RENOVATIONS • ADDIT IONS

www.homesbyparagoncarpentr y.com

Windrose.indd   1 1/26/09   6:32:52 PM
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Compare

our value online!

MountainTrails.ca

Canada’s First Smart Home Neighbourhood©

Collingwood’s Best 3 & 4 Bedroom Home Value

Nowhere in Collingwood—in fact, nowhere in Ontario ski country
will you find better value than Mountain Trails. From just $299,900
you’ll enjoy all season townhome living in a private enclave …
minutes to Blue Mountain for year round skiing, golfing, biking 
and hiking adventure.

4$299,900*
All Season Mountain Townhomes 

From

*Prices and specifications subject to change without notice. E. & O.E. Illustrations are artist’s concepts. See sales representative for details. 

Artist’s concepts of actual Mountain Trails townhome.

MountainTrails.ca 
705-445-9600

Artist’s concept

Compare us to 
ANY OTHER BUILDER
in Ski Country!

Gourmet Kitchens chef’s island, 
breakfast bar, granite countertops, stainless
steel appliances

Smart-wired for peace of mind remote
monitoring & energy savings

31 km nature trail for cross country, 
snow shoeing & hiking

Private spas & hot tubs available right
in your own home.

36 foot Great Rooms
with wood or gas fireplaces

Videos of

8 Models on our

Website

1428_Ourhomes_Winter  1/20/09  9:05 AM  Page 1



n e w  h o m e s 

YOU COULD
LIVE HERE
Take a Tour…
FIND THE MODEL THAT’S 
RIGHT FOR YOU

PHOTOGRAPHY  BY  SANDY  MACKAY

The	timber	frame	extends	from	the	beautiful	kitchen	and	dining	
area	into	the	living	room.	The	gourmet	kitchen	is	open	and	
well-appointed.
	
BELOW,	STARTING	FROM	LEFT:
	
Light	pours	into	the	great	room	from	floor-to-ceiling	windows.	
The	living	room	is	spacious	but	cosy.
	
This	bathroom	has	a	separate	shower	and	tub.
	
The	rooms	in	the	model	were	designed	and	decorated	by	
Dovetail	Interiors.	It’s	easy	to	imagine	your	family	living	here.
	
The	master	bedroom	in	this	model	home	is	on	the	main	floor.

Lora Bay
LOCATION: 102 Hoggard Crt., Thornbury. The community of Lora Bay lies 
on the shores of Georgian Bay in Thornbury and is situated along the 18-hole 
championship Raven Golf Club. Lora Bay is a master-planned community 
that respects and celebrates the beautiful natural environment.

WHAT’S AVAILABLE: The community is thriving with 190 homes. 
Currently, there are 250 lots for sale. Don’t forget The Lodge, a recreation 
centre owned by the homeowners’ association.  

DESIGNS: Lora Bay offers buyers a selection of homes to choose from, 
including The Country Classics Collection (by Dezign 2000, Croft 
Builders and Village Builders), The Country Retreat Collection (by 
Viceroy) and The Country Originals Collection (by Normerica). You may 
also purchase a lot and bring your own builder/architect to the project.

WHAT’S INSIDE: Whatever you want. Make the most of your home with 
a custom interior. Find inspiration in the beautiful model homes.

102 Hoggard Crt.
Thornbury
519.599.1900
www.lorabay.com

Model Home featured
The Birches, From the Country Original Series 
Normerica Authentic Timber Frame home
2,442 Sq. Ft.
Decorated by: Tricia Jeffery of Dovetail Interiors

Continued on page 64

The	Lora	Bay	Sales	Team:
Danielle	Belton,	Mark	Woodburn,	
Kristen	Beachli	and	Ann	Kennedy.
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Eleven Bay Street
by Harbour Vista Inc. & Baylyn Construction
LOCATION: Eleven Bay Street is in Thornbury, at the mouth of the Beaver 
River just before it flows into Georgian Bay. This exclusive residential 
townhome development is within walking distance of the town, 
restaurants, nature trails, waterfront and harbour. 

WHAT’S AVAILABLE: There are 13 distinguished townhomes in total, 
with 13 different floor plans, each with its own private elevator to appeal 
to retirees. There will be four structures, with two general layouts. The 
Breakers model suite is now open, while The Bayview will follow in the 
spring. The model home faces Mill Street, with a main level and a lower 
and upper level.

DESIGNS:  Four townhome designs will grace the shores of the 
Beaver River in this exclusive enclave. The Breakers and The Newport 
developments face Mill Street. The Bayview and The Edgewater face 
the river. The two- and three-storey townhomes range from 2,245 sq. ft. 
to 3,759 sq. ft. Eleven Bay Street has been designed with the area’s aging 
population in mind. These residences make independent living and 
weekend getaways a stylish and comfortable option.

WHAT’S INSIDE: Casual elegance. Each townhome at Eleven Bay Street 
includes high-end building materials and deluxe features throughout, 
including 10 hours with an interior designer/decorator to customize the 
home’s style. Visit the exquisite model home on weekends and holidays, 
or by appointment.

11 Bay St.   Model Home:
Thornbury, ON  The Breakers,
705.444.7653  2,245 sq. ft.
www.elevenbaystreet.ca Decorated by: Carey Mudford

n e w  h o m e s 

Continued on page 66

The	personal	elevator	effortlessly	
connects	the	main	floor	with	the	upstairs	
bedrooms	and	a	family	room	downstairs.

ABOVE:	The	en	suite	bathroom	features	
a	deluxe	shower	and	bath,	creating	a	
luxurious	and	tranquil	environment.

Styled	for	the	retiree	and	
recreational	market,	designer	Carey	
Mudford	wanted	to	avoid	the	cottage	
look.	She	went	for	casually	elegant	
with	a	crisp,	airy	feel.

TOP	LEFT:	The	kitchen	has	been	
styled	with	light	cabinetry,	a	Calcutta	
marble	backsplash	and	contrasting	
antique-brown	granite	countertops.

TOP	RIGHT:	In	this	2,245	sq.	ft.,	
three	bedroom,	gorgeous	townhome,	
practicality	and	functionality	
combine	with	elegance.

The	homes	have	been	designed	with	
serenity	and	comfort	in	mind.

A	neutral	colour	palette	acts	as	a	
blank	canvas	for	décor	throughout	

all	three	floors.	The	master	bedroom	
features	its	own	gas	fireplace	and	

loads	of	natural	light.
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Falcon Chase 
by Carandale Homes
LOCATION: Falcon Chase is in Collingwood, just off Mountain Rd. 
in the Mair Mills community. These are not the homes you see along 
Mountain Road! This is a true estate-lot community. The minimum lot 
size is 70 ft. and all lots are fully serviced. This is a rare find and a beautiful 
development on prime real estate.

WHAT’S AVAILABLE: There are 74 lots in total and about one-third of the 
lots are sold. Some homes back onto the fairways of the Blue Mountain 
Golf and Country Club, while others have beautiful views of the Niagara 
Escarpment and the nearby ski slopes.  

DESIGNS: Bungalows, bungalows with lofts and two-storey homes are 
available in sizes that range from 1,500 sq. ft. to over 3,000 sq. ft. Built by 
Carandale Homes, Falcon Chase offers homes designed for every lifestyle 
– growing families, empty-nesters, retirees and weekenders. 

WHAT’S INSIDE: Affordable luxury. Every Carandale home in Falcon 
Chase includes standard features that exemplify an upscale lifestyle. 
Visit Sales Representative Faith Tomney at the gorgeous model home 
on Kells Crescent for all the details. Carandale Homes is an Energy Star 
registered builder.

12 Kells Cres.
Collingwood, ON
705.445.8298
www.carandalehomes.com

Faith Tomney 
Sales Representative Continued on page 68

This	kitchen	is	in	the	2,158	sq.	ft.	
Lausanne	bungalow	model.		
	
RIGHT:	This	is	the	2,967	sq.	ft.	Davos	
bungalow,	with	loft.

The	dining	room	in	the	Davos.	Anne	and	
David	Green	moved	into	this	gorgeous	
community	almost	a	year	ago.

LEFT:	The	kitchen	in	the	Sales	Office,	
which	is	a	Cremona	bungalow.	Homeowners	
can	choose	from	a	large	selection	of	high-
end	finishes	for	their	home.
	
MIDDLE:	A	traditional	dining	room		
in	the	Cremona	model.
	
The	large,	open	great	room	in	the		
Cremona	model.

Faith	Tomney		

The	Como	kitchen.	Dan	and	Jullie	
Brown,	and	their	twins,	love	their	
home	and	their	Aya	kitchen,	by	
Premier	Kitchens.

LEFT:	The	great	room	in	the	3,039	
sq.	ft.	Como	bungalow	loft.
	
RIGHT:	The	Caravaggio	brothers	of	
Carandale	Homes:	Michael,	Marco	
and	Carlo.
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Peaks Meadows
www.peaksmeadows.com
presented by Alliance Homes and  
Sorichetti Development Group
LOCATION: Camperdown Communities, 121 Camperdown Rd., in The 
Blue Mountains. Peaks Meadows is cradled between Georgian Peaks 
Club, with its challenging ski terrain, and The Georgian Bay Club, a 
premier private golf club. The vistas overlooking the bay in this exclusive 
community are truly spectacular.

WHAT’S AVAILABLE: With Phase One being sold out there are 33 lots 
remaining for sale. Buyers who fall in love with the location have many 
options. The first step is to buy a lot. Owners can then select from a 
number of beautiful Alliance Homes designs, or they can bring their own 
design or their own builder.

DESIGNS: The lot sizes are 80 to 100-ft. wide by  180 to 200-ft. deep. You 
can select designs that include bungalows, bungalows with a loft or two 
full storeys with a main-floor master bedroom. 

WHAT’S INSIDE: Select from only the very best in finishes. A post-and-
beam Normerica package is also an option. Sizes range from 1,800 sq. ft. 
to more than 3,500 sq. ft. 

Sales Representative
Sherry Rioux, Broker, Clairwood Real Estate Brokerage
705.445.7085 or 1.877.445.7085

Model Home
Open Saturdays and Sundays 12–4 or by appointment
The St. Anne
3,583 sq. ft. 
Decorated by: The Alliance Homes Design House
Staging by: Andrea Ramacieri and MacDonald’s Countrywide Furniture of Meaford
www.georgianglen.com  OH

The	Normerica	timber	frame	in	the	great	room	makes	
this	model	an	inspiration	for	people	who	choose	Peaks	
Meadows.	
	
MIDDLE	LEFT:	The	kitchen	opens	to	a	casusal	dining	
area	and	a	grand	living	room.
	
MIDDLE	RIGHT:	Sherry	Rioux	of	Clairwood	Real	Estate

BOTTOM:	The	kitchen	is	bright	and		
well-designed,	with	lots	of	storage.

The	master	en	suite.

BELOW	LEFT:	Charming	French	doors	lead	to	a	sitting	area.
	
BELOW	RIGHT:	The	exterior	of	the	lovely	model	home.

Northern Comfort
& Mechanical INC.

14 Ronell Crescent
Unit 1, Collingwood

(behind Collingwood Toyota off Pretty River Parkway)

YOUR LOCALLY OWNED & OPERATED DEALER PROVIDING:

FREE ESTIMATES (705) 445-5670
w w w . n o r t h e r n c o m f o r t m e c h . c o m

24 HOUR EMERGENCY SERVICE • HEATING • AIR CONDITIONING 
CUSTOM DUCTWORK FABRICATION • WOOD, GAS & ELECTRIC FIREPLACES 

IN-FLOOR RADIANT HEATING • INDOOR AIR QUALITY • HEPA-AIRE DUCT CLEANING 
GAS GRILLS, GAS PIPING INSTALLATIONS • AUTOMATIC HOME STANDBY GENERATORS

VISIT OUR NEW

SHOWROOM!

The Starfire™ GD70 

The perfect fit for great and family
rooms or any larger room.

The perfect fireplace...
The nicest installers...

The best service.
When Grace Hector first had a glimpse of her new Napoleon

fireplace, installed by Northern Comfort and Mechanical, she
was thrilled.

“It far exceeded our expectations,” she wrote later in a letter
to the company, which she sent via Canada Post. “You did a
perfect job matching our decor, and the quality of the mantle
is simply beautiful!”

Hector, who lives in the Creemore area, said that even
when her home presented some unique challenges for the
Northern Comfort and Mechanical installers, they were jovial
and good-natured – and they rose to the challenge, finding
solutions that worked wonderfully.

“We would recommend your company to anyone,” she said.
That makes Rena Schafer, who runs the family-owned-and-

operated company, smile. It’s what she aims to achieve, she
says. “The best service, the best people, the friendliest staff
and the best quality products: This is what Northern
Comfort is all about. It’s about providing our customers with
the best experience possible.”

For Grace Hector, that philosophy is working.
“We are extremely pleased,” she said.

www.cfcrozier.ca 705 446-3510  ccrozier@cfcrozier.ca

M
en

to
rs

THE NEW
WORK/LIFE BALANCE

t h e  f a c e  o f n e w
Engineering

Solid growth and a commitment to 
a client–first business model have 
characterized our firm’s success
through the first five years.

As a seasoned structural engineer
you’ve earned a lifetime’s worth of
knowledge and professionalism.

If you’re one that’s not quite ready to
hang up your engineering hat, we
have a role for you.Your maturity 
and expertise will be a big part 
of our growth and development 
over the next five years.

Give us a call. Ask for Chris.

CFCA.09_MentorOH:Layout 1  26/01/09  11:55 AM  Page 1
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Custom Builders make dreams come true. OUR HOMES is proud to present 
talented builders who work extremely hard to create beautiful, functional homes 
for very happy clients who live, work and play in Southern Georgian Bay.

CUSTOM BUILDERS of 
SOUTHERN GEORGIAN BAY

HAROLD ROBISON
COMPANY: Bob Armstrong Construction Ltd. (Owner)
SPECIALTY: Custom Homes and Renovations
TRADEMARK: Lately! High homes with steep roofs.
FAVOURITE	STYLE	OF	HOME: Large Ranch Style
FAVOURITE	ROOM: Kitchen
SOMETHING	EVERY	HOME	SHOULD	HAVE: 
A large open-concept kitchen, and don’t forget the 
espresso bar! Continued on page 74

PHOTOGRAPHY  BY  BONN I E  FOX

104 High St.
Collingwood, ON

Tel: 705-446-1569
Fax: 705-446-1952

Come in for a Free Kitchen Design
Done By our Kitchen Expert

N.H.B. or Laurysen Kitchens,
Formatop or Belanger Countertops

WE’RE HERE TO HELP YOU
FROM START TO FINISH

Blue Print Takeoffs
Blue Print Readings

Quotes for windows, doors, 
decks, fences, siding & more

• Use your RONA VISA Desjardins card or
any other VISA Desjardins card to buy all the
supplies you need.

• Return the surplus merchandise, free of charge and
interest, for a pre-determined period of time.

• Automatically convert the balance of all your purchases
into a financing plan to be paid off in equal instalments
at a very competitive interest rate. Pay close attention to
the end date, because once you start, the grace period
cannot be changed.

• No annual fee.
• Competitive annual interest rate.

Ron Foster
Contractor Sales

Joe Frendo-Cumbo
Contractor Sales

IN-STORE FINANCING PROGRAM CONDITIONS.
**Subject to Desjardins Credit Department for approval. The Accord D Desjardins financing program is available with the
RONA VISA Desjardins and the VISA Desjardins credit cards. A minimum purchase of $250 (before taxes) is required to
take advantage of the financing program. Multiple equal payment plans are available at RONA from 3 to 60 - month at an
annual interest rate of 13.5% for purchase up to $2,500. Example: financing amount of $400 paid in 12 equal payments of
$33.82 per month for a total of $429.84; total credit cost is $29.84. For purchases of $2,500 and more, you can obtain
financing at an 8.9% annual financing rate. You can apply to the RONA VISA Desjardins card in the same day in store. The
financing program does not apply on the RONA commercial credit card. For all other conditions of payment, the card holder
should refer to the VISA Desjardins cardholder agreement. Details in-store and at rona.ca. *VISA Int./Fédération des caiss-
es Desjardins du Quebec (FCDQ) and RONA, authorizes users.

Make your dream a reality and
have the RONA Install team
complete your renovation project.
Your RONA store can assist you
in all your renovation and deco-
ration projects. We can install:
• Flooring
• Kitchens
• Bathrooms
• Windows
• Interior and Exterior Doors
• Hot water heaters
• and much more....

A tool that lets you
plan and work better!

Rona SP08.qxd  4/16/08  3:21 PM  Page 1

72 o u r h o m e s   s k i  s e a s o n   2 0 0 9



p e o p l e

BLAKE FARROW 
COMPANY: Blake Farrow Project Management Inc.
SPECIALTY: Custom Homes and Seamless Renovations
TRADEMARK: My trademark is listening to what the 
clients and designers are trying to acheive. Building 
a home or renovating is all about teamwork. My 
trademark is simply pulling it all together, making your 
vision become a reality with clarity and budgeting 
while achieving your timeline.
FAVOURITE	STYLE	OF	HOME: My favourite style of 
home is one that works with your lifestyle. I like to 
work with indigenous materials and local craftsmen 
who pay attention to detail. When form meets 
function, you’ve got style baby!
FAVOURITE	ROOM: My favourite room has always been 
where friends can gather. The kitchen is simply the best 
when it’s set up with areas that include an awesome island 
or relaxed seating that can be part of the dining room.
SOMETHING	EVERY	HOME	SHOULD	HAVE: Without 
hesitation, a garage. Give me heated floors, awesome 
lighting, tons of storage, a workbench for tuning skis, 
a beer fridge and a TV to watch the game. Add in room 
for the toys, and as a bonus, maybe mom’s car too.

DAVID EATON
COMPANY: Baylyn Construction Ltd.
SPECIALTY: Custom homebuilding, additions  
and renovations
TRADEMARK: Customer satisfaction 
FAVOURITE	STYLE	OF	HOME: Post and Beam
FAVOURITE	ROOM: Great Room
SOMETHING	EVERY	HOME	SHOULD	HAVE: 
Attention to detail and quality. Hands-on for all 
aspects of construction. We feel very strongly about 
energy efficiency and new building technologies.

Continued on page 76 BTM BARRIE TRIM &
MOULDINGS INC.

Mon-Fri 7-5pm n  Now Open Sat 9-3pm
52 Saunders Road, Barrie   

1.800.265.3465 n 705.739.2200
www.barrietrim.com

Specializing in trim, doors and stairs since 1985

I am an invitation

a transformation

I am never just a door

a chance to achieve design perfection

BarrieTrim F08.indd   1 10/24/08   10:32:04 AM
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WILLIAM BROWN
COMPANY: Black Tusk Development Group Ltd.
SPECIALTY: Design. Our construction company is based on over 
25 years of residential design experience, so the architectural 
integrity and design continuity of our projects is paramount. Some 
of the resulting design benefits include: effective use of space, 
natural light throughout the home, and a strong connection between 
building and site. The layouts of our homes “flow. “
TRADEMARK: We listen to our clients. We embody their needs and 
wishes into all aspects of the building process — from our initial 
meetings to “welcome home. “
FAVOURITE	STYLE	OF	HOME: North American!! I love home styles 
from the 20s through the 50s and 60s. We have such a wealth of 
inspirational architecture to draw upon, from Green and Green’s 
Craftsman homes, through Frank Lloyd Wright, the Park Rustic and 
Mountain Styles, to Mid-Century modern and contemporary designs.
FAVOURITE	ROOM: It’s predictable, the Great Room. Soaring 
ceiling, timber and stone fireplace, sweetie by my side, puppy at our 
feet, spectacular red wine, fire blazing, lights dimmed, James Taylor 
singing to the three of us, and looking out the windows on a snowy 
evening. What more could you ask for?
SOMETHING	EVERY	HOME	SHOULD	HAVE: It’s a “must have;” a 
truly functional Gear Room that has been thoughtfully designed to 
meet the needs of the homeowner. We are a collection of very busy, 
geared-up people, and having a proper space to start and finish our 
daily adventures makes the experience that much better.
I love what I do for a living, and have been fortunate to have worked 
with the many skilled trades and artisans in the Southern Georgian 
Bay area. Together — with our amazing clients — we have created 
truly special spaces! Continued on page 78

L E N D V A Y    A L L E Y    E S T A T E S

19  LOTS – SECOND TO NONE
Fully serviced on quiet cul-de-sac with views of

the Blue Mountains’ skyline and walking distances
to the Georgian Trail, North Winds Beach, and
Ski Slopes including ambient entertainments.

A  prime  location  to build.
(705) 445-4970

LIVIA JONES
STORE HOURS: MON-SAT: 9-5:30 • FRI: 9-8:30 • SUN: 11-4

206518 HWY 26 E, MEAFORD
(519) 538-1620 or 1-800-265-3172

macdonaldsfurniture.com

Macdonald’s Countrywide
FURNITURE & APPLIANCES Our 

56th Year!
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GORDON T. STONE, HBLA, MAA
COMPANY: Stone Custom Homes 
SPECIALTY: Designing and Building Signature Homes  
TRADEMARK: Unique details that separate an ordinary home from  
a one-of-a-kind 
FAVOURITE	STYLE	OF	HOME: My style is constantly evolving. From 
Pacific Northwest Contemporary and Craftsman to Mountain Chalet.  
I appreciate all styles and enjoy the craftsmanship each one demands. 
The fun part of my job is the opportunity to work on a variety of styles 
and produce a statement with each home. 
FAVOURITE	ROOM: Any room with a fireplace. I could not imagine a 
home without at least one! As Frank Lloyd Wright stated “the fireplace 
is the heart of the home.” 
SOMETHING	EVERY	HOME	SHOULD	HAVE: Lots of natural 
light. I try to incorporate as many windows as possible to create a 
relationship between the site and structure. In an area as beautiful as 
ours, it is a priority for me to find a way to bring the outside indoors.

JERRY PATTEN
COMPANY: L. Patten & Sons Limited
SPECIALTY: Custom Homes
TRADEMARK: Quality and Service
FAVOURITE	STYLE	OF	HOME: Craftsman
FAVOURITE	ROOM: Great Room
SOMETHING	EVERY	HOME	SHOULD	HAVE: 
Every home should have a beautiful fireplace. 

Continued on page 80

Some things are 
meant to go together.

Like your home and auto insurance. Because combining your

coverage can save you money. 

Call us today!

Home  Auto  Life  Investments  Group  Business  Farm  Travel

Largest 100% Canadian multi-product insurer.

Jeff Elford, Agent
390 Sykes St N, Unit 2
Meaford, ON  N4L 1J4

Phone: (519) 538-2226
1-877-269-2667

Jeff_Elford@cooperators.ca
www.cooperators.ca

Jeff Elford Colin Deyarmond

Furniture to match your look and needs. 
Let us design and build for your home.

Bedrooms  Buffets & Hutches Chairs & Rockers  Tables Home Office

17 George St, Caledon 519-927-1789
Hwy 6 & 10, Owen Sound 519-376-4434

www.ccharm.com

Your Beachcomber hot tub is built to 
perform year round and withstand any 
climate conditions, and it’s still fully 
portable when you move. Simply take the 
hot tub with you!

 beachcomberhottubs.com

in a Beachcomber Hot Tub
live well

BEACHCOMBER’S LIMITED 
EDITION GIVES YOU THE

 

Beachcomber Collingwood
460 Hume St. unit #4, Collingwood

705.446.9722 

connecting family, friends & loved ones    
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Beachcomber 
Hot Tubs

CLEARTECH™ UV  
WATER CARE SYSTEM

When you purchase your  
new hot tub receive a FREE

* Ask in store for details!

Eliminate sodium corrosion 
from your hot tub!
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SCOTT CARTER AND CHRIS ALLEN
COMPANY: Carter Allen Ltd.
SPECIALTY: Fine home building, renovations and additions
TRADEMARK: The utilization of innovative building technologies and techniques with 
a focus on sustainability. Building materials and practices are constantly changing 
and we pride ourselves on staying current and committed to “green building.”
FAVOURITE	STYLE	OF	HOME: A postmodern interpretation of a traditional 
farmhouse. We enjoy the attention to detail modern architecture demands, but favour 
the aesthetics of more traditional lines. The “modern farmhouse” is a perfect balance.
FAVOURITE	ROOM: Front entryway and hall. Though often overlooked, the front 
entryway sets the stage for any home. The addition of a few simple details can have  
a huge impact on an individual’s initial impression of a space.
SOMETHING	EVERY	HOME	SHOULD	HAVE: At least one element to reduce a 
homeowner’s dependency on public utilities. It could be the installation of geothermal 
heating, or a grey water retention system or something simple like investing in Energy 
Star appliances. Every little bit helps. Continued on page 82

Collingwood (705) 444-8377 Barrie (705) 739-6999
Huntsville (705) 788-7718 Orillia (705) 327-8282

Haliburton (705) 457-9833

Monday - Friday 6am - 6pm • Open Saturday

16 Locations across Ontario to serve you.
CANADIAN OWNED AND OPERATED     

RENTAL • SALES • SERVICE
Contractors Equipment • Industrial Equipment

Lawn & Garden Equipment

RESIDENTIAL, CONSTRUCTION &
COMMERCIAL BULK PROPANE
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PATRICK B COULTER
COMPANY: Patrick B Coulter & Associates Inc.
SPECIALTY: Quality construction, quality understanding, quality 
execution. Every client is a referral source. 
TRADEMARK: We are known as Georgian Bay’s premier custom 
home builder. This is a reputation created by the excellent level of 
finish on all of our projects.
FAVOURITE	STYLE	OF	HOME: We are design/build professionals. 
We are not married to an architectural style. Our reflection is 
based on our client wants, needs and desires. The company is 
made up of a team of seasoned construction professionals.
FAVOURITE	ROOM: The Great Goom is our signature. Fabulous 
entertaining spaces.
SOMETHING	EVERY	HOME	SHOULD	HAVE: A well organized 
and well located mudroom. This makes life easier in every family.

ROBIN SMITH
COMPANY: Paragon Carpentry
SPECIALTY: Custom Building and Project Management
TRADEMARK: Fine Carpentry
FAVOURITE	STYLE	OF	HOME: I would have to select a full-size Cape Cod as being my 
favourite; the design is timeless. That said, however, I do not limit myself to only a Craftsman 
styling. There are many fabulously interesting, architecturally designed homes. I enjoy pushing 
my imagination to its limits to fulfill the owner’s needs. I am up to any building challenge.
FAVOURITE	ROOM: My favourite room would have to be an open kitchen and Great Room 
concept. They really are the heart of a house and should be treated as a displayed centrepiece.
SOMETHING	EVERY	HOME	SHOULD	HAVE: A qualified builder, one with a personality that 
melds with their own. Together they will be in business (depending on the size of home) for at 
least a year. They should choose a builder that will be there to warranty their work in the years 
to come. Selecting an established builder from within the community that they are planning to 
build in is always a sound choice. Continued on page 84

We Specialize in leeD®/green  
builDing project facilitation

blue Wilderness Management group inc.
clarksburg ontario   (519) 599-6003 

bluewildernessgroup.com

We provide the tools and 
services to educate those 
that work in the building  
industry and sustainable 
planning. We offer services 
such as leeD project facili-
tation, Sustainable building 
Materials and leeD training.

if you have a leeD project or 
just starting a project and 
thinking of registering for 
leeD certification but are 
unsure of the process and 
what it involves, feel free to 
contact us. We specialize in 
leeD project facilitation.

blue Wilderness (bW) is a member in good standing of both 
the canadian & uS green building council. bW is a Director 

for the canada green building council, toronto chapter.

tracking all leeD  
progress from  
each project  
team member

leeD canada  
product compatibility 
evaluation for nc, eb 
and ci conversion

leeD credit  
interpretation  
requests (cirs)

green Specification 
language review

leeD material  
recommendations

TORONTO 
CONSTRUCTION 
ASSOCIATION

AWARD
GREEN BUILDING 
C U L T U R E

Blue Wilderness Sk09.indd   1 1/26/09   2:17:18 PM
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DOUG ABBOTT
COMPANY: Village Builders 
SPECIALTY: We build and remodel custom quality homes and 
chalets to meet the unique dreams of each of our clients.
TRADEMARK: Quality craftsmanship. We are also a leader in 
the installation of ICI (Insulated Concrete Forms).
FAVOURITE	STYLE	OF	HOME: Craftsman Style
FAVOURITE	ROOM: Great Room
SOMETHING	EVERY	HOME	SHOULD	HAVE: Every home 
should be energy efficient. 

TREVOR MCMILLAN
COMPANY: Braehall Developers / Viceroy Homes
SPECIALTY: Customization. We can easily build a home right from 
one of our incredible plans, but we can just as easily change the 
plans to suit the client’s wishes, or build a completely custom home 
from scratch.
TRADEMARK: Our signature wall of windows
FAVOURITE	STYLE	OF	HOME: We just finished a few homes  
that include Viceroy’s new architectural Post and Beam feature.  
We use decorative, non-structural Douglas Fir. This provides the 
look and feel of Post and Beam without the cost and construction 
challenges usually associated with this style of home. The result  
is really remarkable.
FAVOURITE	ROOM: The Great Room. It can feature a two-storey 
vaulted ceiling and a window wall that lets in tons of light. Usually, 
it should be open-concept so you can easily interact with those 
cooking in the kitchen. 
SOMETHING	EVERY	HOME	SHOULD	HAVE: A reliable, trustworthy 
and flexible builder… WHO YOU LIKE! If you are asking about the 
interior of a home and the client is finishing the basement, we think 
you should include in-floor heating and big windows.

Continued on page 86
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CHRIS SKELTON AND ANDREW PORTER
COMPANY: Porter Skelton & Associates Ltd.
SPECIALTY: A highly personalized design/build experience 
TRADEMARK: Long-term relationships with clients
FAVOURITE	STYLE	OF	HOME: Whatever we’re currently 
working on.
FAVOURITE	ROOM: Kitchen — the centre of the home.
SOMETHING	EVERY	HOME	SHOULD	HAVE: Efficiency… 
and in-floor heat.  OH

® ®
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To order a listing in marketplace, call us at 705.445.3392
or email us at publisher@ourhomesmagazine.com>>marketplace<<

150 displays indoors and out with the best builders, home improvement
specialists, and suppliers of everything for the home and cottage.
THOUSANDS OF DOLLARS WORTH OF PRIZES!

Harry Lumley Bayshore Community Centre
1900 3rd Ave. E, Owen Sound
(one hour west of Collingwood on Hwy 26)

$4/person - Kids 12 & under Free
www.HomeandCottageExpo.com
Toll free: 1-888-675-5555 Local: (519) 371-9833

April 18 & 19, 2009
The Greatest Home Show in Cottage Country!

Visit our 

for the latest in energy conservation and renewable
energy tips and products.

Proudly sponsored by: 

Railing Component Specialist

Makes A Wet Area DryBuild In Safety - Lok It In!

Exotic Hardwood Products
KAYU InternationalTM

Hidden Deck Fasteners

®

Deck Protection System

OUTDOOR

www.
buildabetterdeck

.com

build a
better deck

hotline
888-681-9733

www.mollymaid.ca

705-422-0114 
or toll free at 866-629-5396

Contact us today
for a no-obligation
estimate.

You’ll love coming home
to a clean house.

Always thorough, consistent and reliable – MOLLY MAID 
offers an affordable hassle-free way to clean your home.

Open Wednesday, �ursday, Friday, Saturday 
121 Old Highway #26; just west of �ornbury

(Timber Frame Entrance, just o� Highway #26) 
1.888.538.0777   info@ecoinhabit.com   

organicnatural

non-toxichandmade

reclaimed

recycled

Your source for healthy, non-toxic, environmentally friendly products.

TEL: 519-599-6374
CELL: 519-377-4287

“Three generations,
plowing snow 

since 1977”

32 YEARS 
IN THE BUSINESS

TEL: 519-599-6374
CELL: 519-377-4287

PALLISTER 
SNOW REMOVAL
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Come in and let our qualified  
Mortgage Agents help you make  
an informed decision about your  
mortgage needs!

•NEW HOME 

    PURCHASE

•RECREATIONAL 

    PROPERTY

•INVESTMENT PROPERTIES

•RENOVATIONS/CONSTRUCTION

•REFINANCING & RENEWALS

•DEBT CONSOLIDATION

Where we educate you, not sell you.

WALk-INS WELCOME! Mon to Fri 9am – 5pm
sat & Evening Appointments Also Available

We also 
offer options 
for retirees 
& the self- 
employed!

JOAN DINSMORE
MORTGAGE AGENT 
69 FIRST STREET, UNIT C
COLLINGWOOD
705-446-3231

kEVIN SCOTT
MORTGAGE AGENT 
10 QUEEN STREET WEST
ELMVALE
705-322-5922

MICHELE HALL, AMP
MORTGAGE AGENT 
211 FERNDALE DR. S., UNIT 6
BARRIE
705-721-6400

DONNA MULLEN, AMP
MORTGAGE BROkER 
1323 MOSLEY STREET 
WASAGA BEACH
705-429-5492

JOIN OUR MAILING LIST!
info@yourmortgagestore.ca
1-866-526-0066
www.yourmortgagestore.ca

Sewer Back-up H Sump Pump Failure 
Mould Decontamination & Mould Testing

Duct Cleaning H Asbestos Testing & Asbestos Abatement

Like New From the Ground Up!

w w w . b l u e w a t e r p r o t e a m . c a

100 Mountain Rd, Unit #1, Collingwood H705-444-0409 
We are also located in Owen Sound – 519-372-2206

A MISCELLANY OF THE NEW,  
NEAT, UNIQUE, AND FABULOUS IN 

SOUTHERN GEORGIAN BAY

OUR HOMES SPECIAL ADVERTISING FEATURE 

>> SOURCE IT
SYNERGY	IN	MOTION

Using unique marketing strategies for each 
home requires imagination, time and energy. 
An authentic timber frame bungalow by custom 
builder Mayne Construction, with soaring vaulted 
ceilings and massive open concept design, 
required out of the ordinary listing exposure and 
advertising. Sue Mallet and Barbara Thompson, Sales Representatives 
with Chestnut Park Real Estate Limited, Collingwood, contacted Peter 
Bright of Brights Gallery, suggesting a partnership to expose art and 
home design in a synergistic approach to attract art collectors and 
home buyers alike. Together they have created an in-home art gallery 
which is truly “An Event To Remember”, beginning February 7th, 
2009 through February 28th, 2009, Sat and Sun 1pm to 4pm or by 
appointment located at:
165 High Bluff Lane, Thornbury, ON. See advertisement ‘An Event 
To Remember’ this edition page 3, or contact Chestnut Park Real 
Estate Limited, Sue Mallett, Sales Representative, 705-444-7181,  
Barbara Thompson, Sales Representative, 705-441-4777

WINDROSE	VALLEY	–	LUSH	REALTY
Enjoy your holidays from home.
Windrose Valley offers a unique opportunity to purchase large 

plots of land in an ideal neighbourhood and location. Made up of 43 
one-acre to more than two-acre estate lots, together with communal 

lands that house natural 
areas, walking trails and 
tennis courts, Windrose 
Valley provides the best 
a recreational setting 
has to offer and a special 
opportunity like absolutely 
no other in the area. 

The smallest frontage 
within these lots is 132.5 
feet, while the largest 

measures 285 feet. Depths range from 259 feet to 437 feet. There is 
nothing of these sizes available in the area outside of Windrose Valley.

Just minutes from Osler Bluff, OslerBrook Golf and Country Club, 
the Blue Mountain Village, Blue Mountain Golf and Country Club and 
downtown Collingwood, Windrose Valley is also outfitted with natural gas, 
Bell telephone, Rogers cable and high-speed internet. Each purchaser 
of a lot at Windrose Valley will receive an OslerBrook Golf and Country 
Club Social membership free – valued at $5000! (Non-transferable). We 
invite you and your family to be a part of it.
Contact Lush Realty, 705-444-7653, 1-800-265-3949,  
www.lushrealty.com (Please see ad on page 59)

LENDVAY	ALLEY	ESTATES
When Istvan Lendvay, an architect from Don Mills, planned to 

develop his family’s recreational property at the base of both Craigleith 
and Blue Mountain ski areas into a 19-lot subdivision, real estate agents 
and property appraisers alike told him he could easily fetch between 
$500,000 and $800,000 per lot.

These are beautiful, large lots, they said, walking distance to Blue 
Mountain Village, the north chairlift, Craigleith Ski Resort, the Georgian 
Trail, and Northwinds beach. They also have stunning views over the 
lakeside escarpment ridges, and the peaks and valleys of Blue Mountain. 
In short, these lots have it all.  

But Istvan said no. He wasn’t interested in that price point. He 
wanted to offer a truly exceptional price-point, one that would turn 
heads and allow buyers to purchase their dream lot at a fraction of the 
going rates for the area.

YOUR	MORTGAGE	STORE	–	DONNA	MULLEN	&	ASSOCIATES	INC.
Home owner-

ship can be one of 
life’s most reward-
ing mi lestones 
– for both your 
primary residence 
and recreational 
property. After all, 
home is the place 
w h e re  we  fe e l 
the most secure, 
where we relax after a busy day and where we create great memories 
with friends and family. Effective mortgage financing is key to protect-
ing your assets and will help you build equity that can be leveraged in 
the future. But, with so many choices available, how do you know if your 
financing is effective and right for you?

Mortgage Brokers are financing specialists who offer full and part-
time residents two distinct advantages over traditional lending sources, 
such as banks. First, Mortgage Brokers work with more than 30 lenders 
to offer a wide range of products for virtually every funding request 
where banks have a limited line of in-house solutions to offer. Second, 
Mortgage Brokers specialize in mortgages and invest their time keeping 
informed about current trends and market conditions instead of being 
bogged down with opening accounts, giving investment advice and 
meeting branch quotas.  

“While your credit rating, loan-to-value and debt ratios highly 
influence the type of mortgage financing and rate you will qualify for, 
current economic conditions must also be considered. Taking time 
to assess what each client needs and understand what they want to 
achieve through home ownership is where Your Mortgage Store excels,” 
says Donna Mullen, local long-term Mortgage Broker and owner of Your 
Mortgage Store.

Since the beginning, Donna Mullen & Associates Inc. has been 
committed to the client’s right to “be educated”. This service model has 
proved invaluable in earning repeat business and referrals from our broad 
client base that spans business professionals, manufacturing workers, 
self-employed persons, retirees and new graduates.

“I was part of the evolution of the mortgage brokerage industry 
and have worked through the 20 percent interest rates of the 1980s, 
the challenging real estate market of the early 90s and the tech 
crash that came later that decade. Today, I’m continuing to work with 
clients but have also expanded our services to help more people in the 
Georgian Bay area through a network of Your Mortgage Store offices 
and mentoring qualified agents that embrace our “be educated” 
approach.  

Whether you are looking to buy or build your dream home, 
consolidate debt, finance post-secondary education or simply want to 
see how you could benefit from today’s historically low interest rates, 
Your Mortgage Store will give you the right advice for your situation. We 
invite everyone to invest their time in a free financial check-up so book 
a no-obligation consultation with one of our Mortgage Agents today! 
Your Mortgage Store – 4 qualified Mortgage Agents and locations 
to serve you:
Collingwood: Joan Dinsmore, 69 First Street, Unit C, 705-446-3231
Wasaga Beach: Donna Mullen, AMP, 1323 Mosley Street, 705-429-5492
Elmvale: Kevin Scott, 10 Queen Street West, 705-322-5922
Barrie: Michele Hall, AMP, 211 Ferndale Drive S., 705-721-6400 
(Please see ad on page 91)

Continued on page 92

REAL ESTATE
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Promote your business
to more than 100,000 
readers in Southern

Georgian Bay! 
Contact: 

David Loopstra: 705 445 3392
to reserve an ad.

Heathcote, Ontario

OUR HOMES SPECIAL ADVERTISING FEATURE 

Continued on page 94

>> SOURCE IT CLERKSON’S
Brillant colours, sensuous textures, 
global inspirations and innovative 
design concepts are blended together 
in gorgeous hooked and tufted wool 
rugs from Company C. Clerkson’s is the 
exclusive supplier in the Collingwood 
area for Company C’s diverse selection 
of rugs and fabrics. Check out Clerkson’s 
extensive sample collection for the 
perfect decorative accent for your home. 
Featured: Iznik Tiles wool rug.
Clerkson’s, 85 Hurontario Street, 
Collingwood, ON, 705-445-1988 
(Please see ad on page 53)

ART	TALK	-	GALLERY	de	BOER
When it comes to making new additions to your art collection, there’s 

nothing like owning a piece of original artwork. There is something in 
our human nature that craves creativity. The creation of an artist, hung 
on the walls of your home, satisfies that craving as nothing else can.

A particular painting may catch your eye. It may be the colours, 
the subject matter or the style that grabs you. You may gravitate to 

a particular school of art or 
be eclectic in your choices. 
Whatever your personal style, 
adding new pieces to your 
collection is a joy that can’t 
easily be matched.

 However, occasionally you 
may find there is a particular 
painting or a particular artist 
you fa l l  in  love with  but 
cannot own yourself. Few of 
us can afford an original Tom 
Thomson, Monet or Robert 

Bateman. Whether you are a student decorating your first apartment 
or an experienced collector with a healthy art budget, you likely have 
at least one favored artist who is outside your budget.

But don’t despair. A high quality reproduction that is professionally 
framed can allow you to enjoy this master’s work in your own home 
without sacrificing your retirement funds. Top-notch lithographs, 
etchings, giclées or other reproductions can be almost indistinguishable 
from the original without the million dollar price tag.

Currently at Gallery de Boer – Fine Art & Jazz, our walls are hung 
with an extensive display of our limited edition prints, lithographs, 
and giclées, all at 35 to 60 percent off. Now is the perfect time to add 
your favourite Robert Bateman, Carl Brenders, George McLean, Trish 
Romance, Paul Calle or The Group of Seven painting to your collection.

At the gallery we cater to the novice, the collector, investors and 
professional designers, for which special incentive programs are 
available. Private viewings are available upon request. Our services 
include fine art restoration, custom framing, collection management, 
art leasing and appraisals.
Gallery de Boer – Fine Art & Jazz, Upstairs, 970-2nd Ave. E, Owen 
Sound, ON, 519-376-7914, www.gallerydeboer.ca (Please see ad on page 35)

BRIGHTS	GALLERY	–	CANADIAN	FINE	ART
Experienced in providing exceptional quality goods and services to 

their clientele, it is no surprise that Intrawest chose BRIGHTS Gallery 
for the Village at Blue. With a 20-year history of providing art from 
nationally and internationally established Canadian artists, it was a 
perfect fit.  

And so the Lendvay 
Alley Estates was born, 
w i t h  a  p r i c e  t a g  o f 
between $385,000 and 
$600,000.

“It’s an amazing deal 
for this location and for 
what you get,” say those 
who have toured the 
property, which features 
walking trails connecting 
to the trail system at the base of Blue Mountain and the Georgian Trail. 
There are several amazing benefits for purchasers of the subdivision, 
not the least of which is a bronze plaque donated by Siu-man Wong, 
Istvan’s wife, who is also an architect and who has enjoyed the property 
with Istvan and his two daughters, Kim Lendvay and Livia Jones, since 
1977 as a summer retreat and winter wonderland.

The historical plaque will sit at a rest area with a bench alongside 
of the Siu-man Path, a path and walkway system that surrounds the 
property. It offers a unique glimpse into the history of the property and 
the land from when it was originally surveyed in 1850, and sold (all 100 
acres of it) for a mere 40 pounds.

“The historical plaque will represent some of our collective history 
here on southern Georgian Bay,” explained Livia, who is the sales 
representative for the property.

The lots are large and deep, ranging from 1/3 of an acre to more than 
half an acre. The property is set back from the road, and is accessed 
via an exclusive cul de sac, Lendvay Alley. All necessary approvals have 
been met, and other than completion of the road and municipal services 
later this spring, the lots are ready for home or chalet construction. Each 
home will be a custom build. 
Those interested in more details should contact Livia at  
705-445-4970 (Please see ad on page 77)

ANGILINE	DUBIEN	&	ROB	DUBIEN,	CENTURY	21	OFFORD	REALTY	
LTD.,	BROKERAGE
Featured Client Testimonial: “Over the 
past number of years we have had 
the opportunity to work with several 
real estate agents. Rob & Angiline 
were not only the most professional 
but hard working agents we have 
ever conducted business with. With 
respect to the sale of our condo Angiline & Rob developed an intensive 
marketing strategy to guarantee a quick sale at a price we were happy 
with in a tough real estate market. When making our corresponding 
home purchase they worked hard to provide all the market data to 
ensure our price was in line with fair market value. During both the sale 
and purchase of both properties Angiline & Rob kept us informed on a 
daily basis of what was transpiring. But what really impressed us the 
most was all the little extra things they did proactively to make both 
transactions a success. Finally what differentiates Rob & Angiline apart 
from the others is that they are passionate about real estate, quality 
service and ensuring that their customers are happy.” Neil & Nancy Everett, 
Nov’08 Condo Sellers & Home Buyers
Angiline Dubien* & Rob Dubien*, Century 21 Offord Realty Ltd. 
Brokerage, *Sales Representative
Email: Angiline@Dubiens.com or Rob@Dubiens.com
www.dubiens.com (Please see ad on page 111)

REAL ESTATE (cont’d)

INTERIORS

L. PATTEN & SONS LTD. CUSTOM HOMES & CHALETS 
contact Jerry Patten 705.444.6186
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>> SOURCE IT >> SOURCE IT
product specifiers to consider 
env i ronmenta l ,  hea l th , 
social/ethical, corporate 
sustainable practices, and 
economic  performance 
during the project selection/
specification process.

EcoSpex Canada wi l l 
provide an industry transparent and accurate independent review of 
commercial and residential building products that are considered “green”, 
by working with known Canadian and International standards.

Based on four years of research, business planning, fundraising and 
industry consultation, EcoSpex is currently being developed by some 
leading experts to include partners from Canada, US and International 
markets. 
Please contact Julie Scarcella, 519.599.6003, or visit www.
bluewildernessgroup.com for more information (Please see ad on page 83)

GUILD	INTERIORS
Is this a good time to buy a new kitchen? 

Seems a lot of people think so. With all the 
negative economic news, Guild Interiors had 
been anticipating a slowdown in business, but the 
opposite has happened. It seems any decrease in 
the construction and renovation market has been 
more than offset by a growing number of referrals and repeat customers. 
Apparently we’re doing something right! 

So much so that we’ve retained another designer, Diane Smith, 
who brings years of experience on high-end kitchen projects to Guild’s 
increasingly upmarket clientele. With her eye for colour and knack for 
maximizing storage space, Diane loves working with people to create 
kitchens that are a pleasure to work and relax in.

“My experience has always been with dealers who source their 
cabinetry from mass manufacturers. While I’ve done some pretty 
spectacular kitchens this way, working with Guild opens a whole new 
realm of possibility, because everything is made right on the premises. 
If I want to create something unique, I can talk with the production guys, 
figure out the best approach, and get back to the customer in less time 
than it used to take me to search the catalogues for something close.”

Why is Guild so busy, when all indications are that we should be 
slowing down? Because we give every customer the exact design and 
style they want, on time and on budget.

“People are often building their dream homes, and it’s nice to be a 
part of that”, says Diane, with a smile. “On many jobs, customers become 
like friends, and there’s nothing like seeing the pleasure on their faces 
when they walk into their beautiful new kitchen. It’s just like kids at 
Christmas, only we’re all grown-ups!”
Guild Interiors, 1-888-999-3963, sales@guildinteriors.com,  
www.guildinteriors.com (Please see ad on page 87)

THOSE	WHO	SHOP	SMART,	SHOP	NEPSCO
When contractors are looking for the best electrical, mechanical 

and plumbing supplies, 
products and ideas, they 
turn  to  Nepsco.  You 
should too.

“We don’t have flashy 
displays, but what we 
do have is top-quality 
products and service with 
experience,” says Sandra 
Huestis, who, with her 
brother Gord and husband VJ, run the Wasaga Beach location.  

For personalized and knowledgeable service, a strong selection of 
products and cutting edge pricing, Nepsco has what you need. And if it’s 
not in stock, it can be ordered.

Plumbing: You may recognize some of their brand names as being 

some of the largest and most respected in the world, and some of their 
brand names you may not recognize at all. Either way, Nepsco carries 
enough products for the plumbing industry to complete almost any 
residential or commercial project.

Electrical: From a complete line of residential and commercial 
electrical products through to specialized electrical tools and test 
equipment, Nepsco has enough products for the electrical industry to 
satisfy almost any requirement.

Mechanical: The HVAC business is one of the fastest-evolving sectors 
in the industry. In order to keep pace, Nepsco offers some of the best 
cutting edge product lines available today. The Nepsco staff is constantly 
updating their knowledge and product lines so that you, their customers, 
will find exactly what you are looking for.

Call Nepsco today to find out how they can help you.  
Nepsco, 1221 Mosley Street, Wasaga Beach, ON, www.nepsco.ca 
(Please see ad on page 81)

BUDDHA	DOG
The Buddha Dog story is simply delicious. 

Founded in 2005 to promote the virtues of 
supporting local farmers, our Prince Edward 
County shop quickly became a destination for 
people who love healthy hotdogs. 

Buddha Dog works with local butchers, 
bakers, cheese makers, farmers and chefs to 
handmake our famous hotdogs and sauces and in 2007 we were named 
“Canada’s Best Hotdog” by Readers Digest. 

In 2009 we are opening a new Buddha Dog in Collingwood – Ontario’s 
four-season outdoor playground and one of the country’s great new 
culinary regions. 

We invite everyone to visit and experience why one bite of a local 
ingredient Buddha Dog promises to “Make You One With Everything!”

“Watch for your special invitation for a pre-opening taste coming 
soon!” 
Buddha Dog Collingwood, 48 Pine Street, Collingwood, ON,  
705-444-2005, Buddhafoodha.com

DESIGNS	BY	ANDREA
Andrea Ramacieri travels the world and hand-picks some of 

the coolest, newest products, most unique antiques, and exquisite 
hand-crafted furniture. Introducing the Morwick Chair and coffee 

table. Let’s start with the chair. Solid hardwood 
construction, top grain leather, and pure style. It’s 
40 inches high, 24 inches wide. At $429 plus tax 

it’s a must have. Or the coffee table. It’s made with 
wood rescued and reclaimed from some of the far 
east’s most ancient buildings, but with new drawers 
and hardware for ease and convenience in the 21st 
century. At $899 plus tax, it’s a steal. It’s 50 inches 
long and 20 inches high. View both of these products 
and more at www.ourhomesmagazine.com, where 

Andrea has set up an online portal for shopping. She will 
even ship them to your home – with a 100% money back 

guarantee if you aren’t happy. But you will 
be. Trust us.
Go now because both of these were 
 produced in limited quanities: 

            www.ourhomesmagazine.com

Visitors comment 
that there is something 
for everyone’s taste and 
budget. The passion 
expressed through the 
many artists carried 
b y  t h e  G a l l e r y  i s 
vividly evident in their 
work. There is a wide 
selection of subject 
matter and genre on 

display but if that perfect piece is not on the wall there is always the 
back room where many a treasure has been found.

Peter, Cathy and their team enjoy working with clients to identify 
the perfect piece that will bring years of pleasure. They also have a 
huge contact base and can quickly source works from hundreds of 
contemporary and traditional artists. It’s as simple as telling them 
what you are looking for and they will e-mail you the results of their 
research. If you like a piece of art you can try it in your home before 
you purchase.  

The Gallery has an extensive collection of Canadian Art Auction 
records and resources, particularly for Quebec art, so they are a perfect 
source for evaluations and resale opportunities.

Treat yourself to a visit to Brights Gallery to enjoy beautiful art in a 
relaxed and friendly environment.
BRIGHTS Gallery, Blue Mountain Village, Collingwood, ON,
705-445-4999, peter@brightsgallery.com, www.brightsgallery.com 
(Please see ad on page 3)

DREWHAVEN
Check out our 

mult i -purpose 
c h a i r  f r o m 
Provence. Use it 
as a chair, turn 
it over for an all-
purpose ladder, 
or for displaying 
plants or your 
collectibles. 
Come see us 
at Drewhaven 
Town & Country, 
43 Bruce St, 
Thornbury, ON, 519-599-5381 (Please see ad on page 51)

ECOSPEX	CANADA
Blue Wilderness Management Inc. is currently developing a national 

on-line database of green products called Ecospex Canada. 
Materials affect the comfort, air quality, thermal efficiency, 

durability, and recyclables of our buildings. They are an integral part 
of “green buildings” as well as an important element in building rating 
systems. EcoSpex Canada is currently developing an on-line tool 
for the Canadian construction industry – a comprehensive national 
on-line database of building products that encourages and educates 

INTERIORS (cont’d)

SERVICES

SERVICES (cont’d)

Own your own 
OUR HOMES magazine!

Franchise Opportunities Available.

Visit www.ourhomesmagazine.com 
click on franchise opportunities. 

Or call 705.445.3392. 

Join our happy and successful  
team and create maximum value 
for your advertisers and readers.

ourhomes
Style • comfort • IdeaS • real eState  

Creating value, creating opportunities

FA L L / h o L i d Ay  2 0 0 8

     A Town &   Country
       Christmas

meet the
designers

100 years of
water

& power
plus

Fabulous Winter Urns 
Filled with Foraged Finds

3 beAutiFuL 
homes

S p r i n g  2 0 0 8

Songs of Spring

pLUS alluring Style PickS 
for your home

attract birds to your backyard
come inside a polished new home in port elgin
and preserving the past in southampton

New

ourhomes
S O U T H E R N  G E O R G I A N  B A Y

S T Y L E  •  C O M F O R T  •  I D E A S  •  R E A L  E S TAT E   SUMMER 2007

Sunny Days
GOLF COURSE LIVING

TWO HOMES ON THE FAIRWAY 
THE PRETTIEST POOL HOUSE AND 

HOT SUMMER STYLE PICKS
PLUS: Home Building Fuels Our Economy

Splendour in the Garden 

ourhomes

Continued on page 95 Continued on page 95
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Cinnamon Buns
BY  MAR IA  DA  S I LVA  //  PHOTOGRAPHY  BY  SCOTT  HUNTER

c o o k i n g  a t  h o m e

WWhile cinnamon buns are a delight 
to purchase from your favourite 
local bakery, they’re even more 
delightful to prepare at home. The 
beauty of baking cinnamon buns 
comes from their ability to satisfy 
all five senses throughout the 
baking process. Kneading and 
feeling the transformation of 
rough dough into silky, smooth 
dough captures the sense of 
touch. The smell of yeast and 
cinnamon fills the house as 
the buns bake, whetting 
everyone’s appetites. The 
glistening, golden bubbling 
of the sugars draw eyes to 
the oven, and oohs and 
aahs of appreciative eaters 
are enough to please the 
ears. With the option to 
refrigerate the buns overnight, 
there’s no excuse not to give 
these a try, especially on a blustery 
too-cold-to-leave-the-house kind  
of weekend. Continued on page 98

QUALITY HAND CRAFTED 
LOG HOMES

519-922-2836
www.pioneerlogsltd.com

www.myfriendshouse.ca

A safe haven and support service for women of 
all ages, with or without children, who are being 

abused by their partner, spouse or caregiver.  

Everyone deserves to live 
without the fear of abuse.

A Roof 
that Shelters 

a Region

My Friend’s House

To fi nd out more about the issue 
or to help please visit… 

96 o u r h o m e s   s k i  s e a s o n   2 0 0 9



DOUGH:

1/4 cup warm water

3 tsp active dried yeast

1/4 cup sugar

1/2 cup milk at room temperature

2 eggs at room temperature

3 cups flour, approx.

1/2 tsp salt

FILLING:

1/2 cup packed brown sugar

1/2 cup sugar

1/2 cup pecan pieces

1 tsp cinnamon

pinch ground cloves

1/4 cup butter, melted

ICING:

1 cup icing sugar

2 tbsp milk

• In large bowl, mix together warm water, yeast and 1 tsp of the sugar, let stand until foamy, about 10 minutes. Whisk in milk, eggs and remaining 
sugar. Stir in 2-1/2 cups of the flour and the salt until dough is rough and sticky. Turn out onto floured surface and knead in as much of the 
remaining flour as needed to make a smooth, pliable dough. Transfer dough to buttered bowl, turning to coat. Cover with plastic wrap and let 
rise in warm place for 1 to 1-1/2 hours, until it has doubled in size.
• Meanwhile, make the filling: Stir together the brown sugar, sugar, pecans, cinnamon and cloves. Set filling aside. 
• Punch the dough down and turn out onto floured surface, gently roll and stretch into a 10-by-20-inch rectangle. Brush with the melted butter. 
Sprinkle with the filling, leaving a one-inch border at one short end. Press the filling gently into the dough to stick. Starting at the end opposite 
the one-inch border, roll into a tight cylinder. Pinch the edge to seal. With a sharp knife, trim ends off and cut cylinder crosswise into eight 
equal slices. Place each slice, evenly spaced, into a buttered nine-by-13-inch baking pan. Cover with plastic wrap and let rise in a warm place 
for two hours. (Or, let rolls rise in refrigerator overnight. Allow to sit at room temperature for 15 minutes before baking.)
• Bake in a 375°F oven until a toothpick inserted into centre of buns comes out clean, about 30 minutes. 
• Meanwhile, make the icing: Whisk together icing sugar and milk. 
• Let buns cool in the pan on a cooling rack for five minutes. Drizzle with icing. Enjoy immediately.  OH

c o o k i n g  a t  h o m e

S p r i n g  S h o w i n g
M a y  l o n g  w e e k e n d  –  C l a r k s b u r g

jti design
custom cabinets & furniture

jason holman  jtidesign.ca  705-441-0036  Thornbury ON

Recent Work

maple & ebony schrank
with carved panels 

Honduras mahogany and
Ontario curly maple demi
lune table 

cherry Shaker candle stand

dining table of flamed 
yellow birch reclaimed
from Georgian Bay

restoration and rebuilding
of 180 year old Ontario hutch

hickory & jatoba kitchen  
in Arts & Craft style

Cabinetmaker
519.599.5655

Visit our store, bring this 
ad and you will receive 
25% off your linen order!

We can custom order all sizes including
bed skirts, blankets, shams & throws

Down Duvets & Pillows • Featherbeds • Designer Sheets • Quilts • Shams • Decorative Pillows

Rustic Pear North
18 Huron Street (Beside the Shipyards)

Downtown Collingwood

705-446-0005

Hours:  Monday-Saturday 10:00-5:00 • Sunday 11:00-4:00

FINE FURNISHINGS & INTERIOR DESIGN
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f e a t u r e

 MOUNTAIN

HIGH

LEFT:	Looking	down	to	the	foyer	from	above.	
Slate	flooring	at	the	front	door	makes	clean-up	
a	snap.
	
RIGHT:	Alex,	10,	and	Michaela,	8,	are	avid	
skiers	and	regulars	on	the	slopes	at	the	nearby	
Craigleith	Ski	Club.
	
OPPOSITE	PAGE:	The	authentic	timberframe	
Great	Room	makes	a	statement	and	adds	to	the	
charm	of	this	four-season	getaway.

J U D E  WAY L A N D  / /  P H O T O G R A P H Y  B Y  S A N D Y  M A C K AY

T
The Collingwood area is an outdoor 
enthusiast’s dream-come-true, and an 
ideal four-season playground to raise 
a family. Just ask Chris and Brigitte 
Szybbo. The couple, along with 
their two young daughters, Alex, 
10, and Michaela, 8, are avid skiers 
and nature lovers. Their outdoor 
lifestyle is what drew the family to 
purchase a home in The Orchard 
development at Craigleith. Continued on page 103
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Skiing isn’t all this active family does. They also love hiking, mountain 
biking, horseback riding and snowshoeing while Brigitte is an enthusiastic 
cross-country runner.

“We’re huge outdoors people and we decided to buy here because we 
can walk to everything,” says Brigitte. “We can walk to the Village, even to 
the lake. We walk to the Club, and then in the summer, I take the children 
up the switchback at Craigleith, across to the Bruce Trail, down through 
the Village, and then we walk home. It’s great!”

Quite the lifestyle for this Oakville family, who use their convenient 
new home every weekend in the winter and as often as they can in the 
summer months.

“It’s beautiful country and such a beautiful environment, and like 
Brigitte said, we’re really into the outdoors and want to bring the girls 
up with a real appreciation for nature, irrespective of what season it is,” 
says Chris. “There’s always something to do here.”

The Szybbos took possession of their Orchard home in November 
2007, despite a long list of unfinished items. This year, the family 
celebrated their first real Christmas in their 3,000 sq. ft., four-bedroom, 
ski country home. And what a warm and welcoming abode they created! 
Wood accents and rustic detailing lend a casual, cosy atmosphere to  
the home. 

f e a t u r e

Continued on page 106

LEFT:	A	gas	fireplace	ensures	the		
TV	room	is	always	warm	and	cosy.	

	
RIGHT:	The	Szybbos	enjoy	casual	dinners	

at	the	large	custom-made	harvest	table	in	
the	dining	room.	A	reproduction	of	a	map	
of	the	Craigleith	Ski	Club	comes	from	fAd	

at	Peaks	and	Rafters	in	Collingwood.
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f e a t u r e

Chris	is	the	chef	in	this	well-appointed,	
free-flowing	kitchen.	The	design	allows	
guests	to	mingle	or	gather	around	the	

wood-burning	fireplace	in	the	living	
room	while	meals	are	being	prepared.

	
LEFT:	Chris	Szybbo,	Katherine	Arcaro	

and	Brigitte	Szybbo	enjoy	a	glass	of		
red	wine	at	the	kitchen	island.

	
RIGHT:	The	art	in	the	home		

reflects	the	family’s	love	of	skiing.
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f e a t u r e

Chris and Brigitte upgraded practically everything in their abode, from 
the post and beam wood features and cathedral ceiling in the living room, 
to distressed, walnut-stained oak floors, to oversized windows and interior 
doors, with wood surround. “We upgraded floors, we upgraded windows, 
and we put in a wood burning fireplace in the living room instead of gas, 
because we retained the gas fireplace in the TV room,” says Chris. 

The open-concept main floor features a spacious foyer, comfortable 
living room with wood-burning fireplace, dining room, TV room (with 
fieldstone gas fireplace) and a roomy, functional kitchen (by Paris 
Kitchens), with honed granite countertop and cherry-glazed oak cabinet 
upgrades, where Chris, the resident chef, works his magic.

“We didn’t agonize over things,” says Chris. “We knew there were a 
couple of things that were important to us – like the fireplace and the 
floor – so we spent time choosing those, but our purpose in building was 
to come up here, enjoy the environment and be casual and cosy.”

Brigitte’s favourite thing about the home is the open-concept design 
and the free-flowing kitchen space. “When we have people over, Chris 
cooks, so he does his thing, and everybody mingles around.” She also 
loves her mudroom, featuring built-in shelving, bins and cupboards to 
house all the skiing, biking and horseback riding equipment this active 
family needs. “It’s so easy to be organized when you have a space like this,”  
she says.

LEFT:	The	master	bedroom	is	
spacious	and	warm	and	has	a	
view	of	the	Craigleith	Ski	Club.
	
RIGHT:	The	master	en	suite		
is	large	and	luxurious.

“Chris and Brigitte are fabulous people to work with,” says 
interior designer Katherine Arcaro, of  fAd Peaks and 
Rafters.

Continued on page 110
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f e a t u r e

LEFT:	The	mudroom	
is	a	must	in	this	busy	
home.	There’s	plenty	
of	storage	for	gear		
and	it’s	a	perfect		
drop-off	zone.	
	
BELOW:	Club	cards	
and	gloves	are	easy	
to	find	in	the	well-
organized	mudroom.

Beautiful natural 
limestone from the 
Bruce Peninsula

Beautiful Natural Limestone

We offer a full line  
of stone products  
for your building  
construction or  
landscape projects

Visit us online at 
www.limberloststone.com 

or call the quarry at 
(519) 793-3830
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f e a t u r e

The Szybbos worked with fAd designer Katherine Arcaro, who 
offered advice about upgrades and helped select furnishings, fixtures, 
artwork and bedding from her Collingwood store, fAd at Peaks 
and Rafters. Arcaro designed the dining room table, powder room 
vanity and master en suite mirrors, and each piece was custom built 
by local craftsmen. She also designed the mudroom built-ins and then 
Collingwood artist/carpenter Paul Crighton worked his magic.

“The floor plan in this home was well thought out and spacious,” says 
Arcaro. “I love the view when you come in the front entry to the open-
concept space, and I love the way the kitchen turned out, and the view 
into the family room off the kitchen.”  

Both Chris and Brigitte agree that working with Arcaro was truly 
awesome. She read their needs perfectly. “We spent time with her 
choosing things, and during the week, she would bring stuff in, and then 
we would come in and say, ‘yes, it’s everything we talked about – love it, 
love it, I don’t know about that piece,’ and she would say ‘ok, we’ll take 
care of that’,” explains Chris.

“It was an unbelievable working relationship,” says Arcaro. “They’re 

both skiers and I’m a skier, and the first time I met them, I was in my ski 
garb. I understood their lifestyle and what they were looking for. Chris 
and Brigitte are fabulous people to work with.”

An impressive, antique entryway mirror was sourced from an old 
monastery in Quebec and a Diana Wish ‘branchelier’ hangs tastefully 
in the living area – stylish Arcaro décor touches. A reproduction of an 
original Craigleith Ski Club trail map hangs above the dining room console 
– exclusively developed and sold through fAd at Peaks and Rafters. 

A stately, four-poster bed in the master bedroom and hickory and 
pine log bunk beds in the girls’ rooms also came from fAd at Peaks and 
Rafters. Arcaro added fun, bright orange Fat Boy bean bags to each child’s 
room, where the girls take flying leaps from the top bunk onto the bean 
bags below. 

The Szybbos are planning to landscape this summer and finish the 
basement so the girls have their own play space. “Moving here is the best 
thing we’ve done since coming to this part of the country,” says Chris. 
“Here, you really feel like you’re part of a community, and it’s safe.” Brigitte 
agrees. “The convenience of living here is a huge bonus.”  OH

The	girls	have	identical	rooms,	
separated	by	a	full	bath.	Of	

course,	they’ve	added	their	own	
personal	touches.

“We’re huge outdoors people and we decided to buy here 
because we can walk to everything,” says Brigitte.

NP
Collingwood, ON    519.922.1125

info@naturalprestige.com    www.naturalprestige.com

Log Shells

Complete Homes

Stairs

Railings

Architectural Details

Take a virtual tour of our  
complete home for sale:

myhomes.360photo.ca/3989/

NPaturalrestige
L O G  H O M E S

Susan Boadway
Broker

Masters Hall of Fame

Marilyn Douglas
Broker

Masters Hall of Fame

Offord Realty Ltd.,
Brokerage

1 Bruce St N, Thornbury ON

519 599 3300

EXECUTIVE FAMILY HOME WITH DEEDED 
ACCESS LOCATED IN THE LANDINGS 

A quiet cul-de-sac location in Thornbury & close to all ski
hills & golf courses. Enjoy the open concept kit/din/liv

room w/cathedral ceiling & fieldstone wood-burning f/p.
Master on the main floor w/ensuite, indoor hot tub room,
mn flr laundry & attached dbl garage. Upstairs is perfect for

family or guests w/2 bdrms, loft & bath. Unfinished
basement & fully landscaped lot. Now asking $519,000.

LOOKING FOR A BUNGALOW IN A GREAT LOCATION?
This is it! Walking distance to churches, schools, library &

downtown. Many upgrades in this 5 bedrm bungalow:
newer kitchen, windows, hardwood & ceramic flrs, rec

room w/wood f/p in lower level w/large laundry room &
2 extra bedrooms. Great eat in kitchen. Wonderful family

home or a nice retirement home w/room for the extended
family when they visit. $299,000

WELL CARED FOR BUNGALOW IN THORNBURY
Close to schools, arena, & downtown. Beautiful gardens

on lg lot. House is like new – maintenance free: new
gas furnace and carpet, recently replaced windows and

roof. Lg. master on main level. 2 full baths & finished
basement with gas fireplace. Kitchen, living rm. &

dining area have nice open feel. $255,000

RENOVATED 3 LEVEL CENTURY HOME – CLARKSBURG
Solid triple brick majestic 6 bedroom home situated on a

quiet large corner lot in Clarksburg. High & dry bsmnt,
brick detached garage (20’ x 24’). Many upgrades: new
roof, some window replacement, new laundry on 2nd
floor, plumbing upgraded, updated kitchen w/granite

countertops, skylights. Baths all redone. Hardwood
flooring thru’out. B&B POTENTIAL $449,000

WALK TO DOWNTOWN THORNBURY
Great AFFORDABLE starter home that has recently been
renovated with hardwood floors, new windows & roof.
New gas stove in living room, new baths, 3 bdrms, 1-1/2

baths. Just move in. Good sized lot for gardening or
summer enjoyment. Would also be ideal for a weekend
getaway – easy walk to downtown & harbour. $219,000

CUSTOM BUILT CHALET WITH DEEDED ACCESS
4 bdrms, 3-1/2 bath chalet with deeded access to sandy
beach. Just mins. from Thornbury & close to all ski hills &
golf courses. Main lvl has 3 bdrms, 2 baths & sauna. 2nd

level has lrg living rm w/cath ceiling, wood burning f/p &
bar area, lrg kit/din area. 3rd floor has lrg master w/ensuite

& w/in closet. Expansive decking to enjoy the private
backyard. Desirable Cameron Street location. $475,000

THE LINKS AT CRANBERRY - LARGEST MODEL TOWNHOME
Beautifully maintained 2500 sq. ft. 4 bdrm, 3 bath home on 8th
fairway. Ideal for lg family w/fin LL, step down family rm with
f/p + walkout. You will love the island kit + din rm w/sitting

area. Choice of 2 masters w/ensuite + w/in closets. Dbl garage,
inground sprinkler, C/A all the bells & whistles. A MUST SEE!

JUST MOVE IN to this very affordable home on a
double lot in the village of Clarksburg. Open concept
living/dining area with large kitchen, 2 bedrooms and

bath on the main level. Lower level is finished with
family room, bedroom and bath with inside entry from

the single car garage.  NEW ASKING PRICE $239,900

sue.marilyn@propertiesofbluemountain.com

Centurion
Office

®

Visit www.propertiesofbluemountain.com for virtual tours

Natural, prestigious, “Scandinavian Full Scribe”, 2 storey, 3 bedroom, 3 bath log
home. Features artisan craftsmanship at every turn, open concept living, state of the
art kitchen, radiant heated natural stone and hardwood flooring throughout.
Oversized double garage. In desirable Mountain View estates. New Price $995,000.

Call us today, for your personal viewing appointment,of this spectacular home!

For client testimonial, see page 92.

NATURAL PRESTIGE LOG HOME FOR SALE

Offord Realty Ltd.
Brokerage

72 HURONTARIO ST
COLLINGWOOD, ON

7 0 5 - 4 4 5 - 5 6 4 0

Rob Dubien
Sales Representative
(705) 888-0092
Rob@Dubiens.com

Angiline Dubien
Sales Representative
(705) 888-0021
Angiline@Dubiens.com

We’re on a Quest to Serve You Best!

Call the Dynamic Dubiens www.dubiens.com

Give us a chance to ”Wow You With Service”
*Independently owned & operated.
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d i r e c t o r y

MEDICAL AESTHETICS – manicures, pedicures, facials, waxing/hair removal, makeup  
applications, chemical peels, microdermabrasion, Botox, Fillers

LASER CLINIC – hair removal, skin rejuvenation, unwanted growths, vein treatments

COSMETIC SURGERY – facial plastic surgery, breast augmentation, liposuction, tummy tucks

TEETH WHITENING & DENTAL HYGIENE

SURGICAL CENTRE – state-of-the-art surgical theatres and a post-anesthetic care unit

At The Best You, centre for personal enhancement, we help guide you through the variety of 
possible products and services to select the path to help achieve your esthetic goals.

250 10th Street East, Owen Sound, Ontario
519-371-1008 x 1-866-333-3055

where the beauty
starts to shine

discover a whole new you...
Bring out your confidence

w w w . t h e b e s t y o u . c o m

w w w . t h e b e s t y o u . c o m

MODERN CLASSIC
Tasefully renovated 
1.5 storey character
home on beautiful
large private lot, 

backing onto the Georgian Trail. Short walk to
Georgian Bay & conveniences of downtown
Meaford. $222,000

BLUE MTN SKI-IN
SKI-OUT
Unique end unit 
abutting ski hills, 
creek, and trees. 

Largest unit in Chateau Ridge w/many amenities
and beautifully renovated. Fully furnished and
turn-key. Call for more details. $299,000

WOODLANDS BY
SIERRA
Spectacular views of
Craigleith. Walk to
skiing and tennis and

enjoy Nipissing Ridge Hiking Trails. This
chalet is in a premium location & completely
upgraded. A must see for the discriminating
buyer wanting close proximity to Craigleith,
Alpine, Georgian Peaks and Georgian Bay
Club. $579,900

CRAIGLEITH Reno almost-waterfront cottage or all approvals ready for building
new chalet/home. Excellent Craigleith location for year round activities. Great view
of the bay. $256,000

OFFORD REALTY LTD. Brokerage
72 Hurontario Street, Collingwood
705-445-5640 • 866-669-6608

MELISSA DOLEZEL Sales Representative
(705) 606-7881 • melissa78@rogers.com • www.queenofrealestate.ca

OUR HOMES attracts the area’s finest businesses to advertise in our pages. Since our first issue, more than 400 com-
panies have utilized our unparalleled distribution and coffee-table appeal to market their products and services. Now 
we’re making it easier than ever for you, our readers, to become educated as you plan your home- and real estate-related 
purchasing decisions. 

And for more information on these fine businesses, link directly to their websites at www.ourhomesmagazine.com/
collingwood

The listings below are organized alphabetically by industry.

ANTIQUES
MARY	SARAH	ANTIQUES	Page 88

ART	GALLERIES
CURIO	Page 54

BRIGHTS	GALLERY	Page 3

GALLERY	DE	BOER	–	FINE	ART	
	 &	JAZZ	Page 35

LEVEL	GALLERY	Page 29

MASTERS	DESIGNS	Page 57

BUILDERS
BLACK	TUSK	DEVELOPMENT	GROUP		
	 Page 23

BLAKE	FARROW	PROJECT	
	 MANAGEMENT	Page 51

BOB	ARMSTRONG	CONSTRUCTION		
	 Page 37

CARTER	ALLEN	Page 87

L.	PATTEN	AND	SONS	LTD.	Page 93

LEGENDARY	LOGCRAFTERS	Page 93 

NATURAL	PRESTIGE	LOG	HOMES	Page 111 

PARAGON	CARPENTRY	Page 59

PATRICK	B.	COULTER			
	 &	ASSOCIATES	INC.	Page 117

PIONEER	LOGS	LTD	Page 97

STONE	CUSTOM	HOMES	Page 29

VILLAGE	BUILDERS	Page 71

BUILDING/LANDSCAPE	
SUPPLIES
BRIAN	DINSMORE	EXCAVATING	&		 	
	 HAULAGE	LIMITED	Page 91

CONTRACTOR’S	RENTAL	SUPPLY	Page 81

ECOINHABIT:	EARTH	INSPIRED		
	 LIVING	Page 89

GEORGIAN	DESIGN	CENTRE	Page 53

LEGACY	CONTRACTORS	Page 93

LIMBERLOST	STONE	Page 109

MAXWELL’S	LANDSCAPE	&	MASONRY		
	 SUPPLY	Page 89

RONA	Page 73 

THORNBURY	HOME	HARDWARE	
	 BUILDING	CENTRE	Page 120 

CHARITY
COLLINGWOOD	GENERAL	&	MARINE	
	 HOSPITAL	FOUNDATION	Page 35

CLEANING
CARETAKERS	Page 109

CLEANING	BEES	Page 91

MOLLY	MAID	Page 89

CONSULTING
BLUE	WILDERNESS	MANAGEMENT	
	 GROUP	Page 83

CONCIERGE
ERRAND	SISTERS	Page 83

HOME	CONCIERGE	Page 93

ON	THE	HILL	CONCIERGE	Page 20

COUNTERTOPS/	
GRANITE	&	STONE
DI	PIETRA	DESIGN	Page 85

DECKING	PRODUCTS
LIV	OUTDOOR	–	KAYU	DECKING	Page 89

DESIGNERS	&	ARCHITECTS	
BRAMWELL.SHARP	DESIGN	Page 16

CRAIG	JOHNSTON	DESIGN	Page 79

DREWHAVEN	TOWN	&	COUNTRY	Page 51

FAD	PEAKS	&	RAFTERS	Page 51

JASPER	ARCHITECTURAL	DESIGN		
	 Page 17

RUSTIC	PEAR	INTERIOR	DESIGN		
	 Page 99

ELECTRICAL
CLEARLITE	ELECTRICAL,		
	 EXCAVATING	&	HAULAGE	Page 53

ENGINEERING
CROZIER	&	ASSOCIATES	Page 69

EXCAVATING
BRIAN	DINSMORE	EXCAVATING	&		 	
	 HAULAGE	LIMITED	Page 91

FARM	SUPPLIES	&		
MACHINERY
MAXWELL	FARM	SERVICE	Page 115 

FINANCIAL	PLANNING
FINANCIAL	STRATEGIES	Page 53

FINE	WOODWORKING
GUILD	INTERIORS	Page 87

JTI	DESIGN	Page 99

ROBERT	S	ANDERSON		
	 CABINETMAKER	Page 99

TIM	SINGBEIL	DESIGN	Page 27

TREE	HOUSE	WOODWORKING	Page 88

FIREPLACES	&	STOVES
CHANTICO	FIREPLACE	GALLERY	Page 55

FLOORING,	STAIRS	&	TRIM
BARRIE	TRIM	Page 75

BIRCH	&	BENJAMIN	INC.	Page 57

ECOINHABIT:	EARTH	INSPIRED		
	 LIVING	Page 89

FLOORCRAFTERS	FINISHING	
	 TOUCH	CENTRE	Page 87

GEORGIAN	DESIGN	CENTRE	Page 53

QUANBURY	FLOORING	CENTRE	Page 22

RONA	Page 73

FURNITURE	&	APPLIANCES		
FOLEY’S	FURNITURE	Page 17	

HOME	FURNITURE	APPLIANCES	Page 81	

MACDONALD’S	FURNITURE	Page 77	

GEOTHERMAL
NORTHERN	HEATING	&		
	 	VENTILATION	Page 38

NOTTAWASAGA	MECHANICAL	Page 83

HEATING	&	COOLING
CHANTICO	FIREPLACE	GALLERY	Page 55

NORTHERN	COMFORT	&		
	 MECHANICAL	Page 69

NORTHERN	HEATING	&		
	 VENTILATION	Page 38

NOTTAWASAGA	MECHANICAL	Page 83, 85 

Continued on page 114

OUR HOMES is committed to ensuring the businesses above appear under the correct headings. To make a correction, 
or to have your business listed under more than one heading, please email us at publisher@ourhomesmagazine.com. To have 
your business listed in our Home Resource Directory, call us to advertise at 519-599-7444.
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d i r e c t o r y

County Rd #4, Maxwell, ON  Hours: Mon-Fri: 8:00 am - 5:30 pm • Sat: 8:00 am - 5:00 pm (closed Sundays)
We’ve grown to serve you better!

519-922-2108

FINANCING AVAILABLE O.A.C. 
Now is the time to buy a KIOTI Tractor!

Buy Any CK Series Tractor 
& Get a Free Loader

Buy Any KIOTI CK Series Tractor 
& Get a FREE KL120 or KL130 Loader.

• CK Series (20hp-35hp) • DK Series (35hp-90hp) 
• We also carry a variety of quality attachments 

to match any KIOTI Tractor 
• Cash rebates or 0% Financing • Four-year warranty

• Solid Wood Mennonite Furniture 
& Country Home Decor

• Specializing in custom wood designs

519-922-2010
Same Location ... Greater Selection

Buy Any CK Series Tractor 
& Get a Free Loader

HOME	DÉCOR	&	FURNITURE		
CHERCHÉ	HOUSE	OF	DESIGN	Page 35

CLERKSON’S	Page 53

COUNTRY	CHARM	Page 79

CURIO	Page 54

DREWHAVEN	TOWN	&	COUNTRY	Page 51

ECOINHABIT:	EARTH	INSPIRED		
	 LIVING	Page 89

FAD	PEAKS	&	RAFTERS	Page 51

FOLEY’S	FURNITURE	Page 17

GEORGIAN	DESIGN	CENTRE	Page 53

HOME	FURNITURE	APPLIANCES	Page 81

INTERIOR	MOTIVES	Page 57

INTERIORS	ETC.	Page 27

JONNA’S	Page 95

MACDONALD’S	FURNITURE	Page 77

MARY	SARAH	ANTIQUES	Page 88

MASTERS	DESIGNS	Page 57

PARROTS	&	PARSNIPS	Page 97

ROBINSON’S	PAINT	&	WALLPAPER		
	 Page 37, 119

RONA	Page 73

RUSTIC	INTERIORS	Page 109

RUSTIC	PEAR	Page 99

TERASE	ART	&	HOME	Page 14

THE	RUSTY	STAR	Page 115

INSURANCE
COOPERATORS	–	JEFF	ELFORD	Page 71

KITCHEN	&	BATH
BAYSIDE	KITCHEN	&	BATH	Page 11

GEORGIAN	DESIGN	CENTRE	Page 53

GUILD	INTERIORS	Page 87

JTI	DESIGN	Page 99

PREMIER	KITCHENS	Page 97

ROBERT	S	ANDERSON		
	 CABINETMAKER	Page 99

RONA	Page 73

TIM	SINGBEIL	DESIGN	Page 27

LANDSCAPING/	
LAWN	&	GARDEN
ALEX	MAXWELL	LANDSCAPING	Page 91

BLUE	MOUNTAIN	FOUR	SEASON	Page 85

BRIAN	DINSMORE	EXCAVATING	&		 	
	 HAULAGE	LIMITED	Page 91

CALIPRE	DESIGNS	Page 117

GORDON	J.	LEECE	LANDSCAPES		
	 &	GARDENS	Page 77

MAXWELL’S	LANDSCAPE	&		
	 MASONRY	SUPPLY	Page 89

OASIS	NORTH	LANDSCAPES	Page 20

RIVERSIDE	LANDSCAPES	Page 93

SHARP	IMAGE	GROUP	Page 51

THE	LANDMARK	GROUP	Page 15

MASONRY
G.	MATHER	&	SON	Page 77

LEGACY	CONTRACTORS	Page 93

LIMBERLOST	STONE	Page 109

MAXWELL’S	LANDSCAPE	&		
	 MASONRY	SUPPLY	Page 89

MEDIA
BAYSHORE	BROADCASTING	Page 115

MORTGAGES
YOUR	MORTGAGE	STORE	–	DONNA	
	 MULLEN	&	ASSOCIATES	Page 91

NEW	HOME	COMMUNITIES
BERKLEY	HOMES	–	BLUEWATER	Page 6

BRANDYLANE	HOMES	–	MOUNTAIN		 	
	 TRAILS	Page 60&61

GATES	OF	KENT	–	REID’S	HERITAGE	
	 HOMES	Page 9

GRANDVIEW	HOMES	–		
	 MOUNTAINCROFT	Page 7

LENDVAY	ALLEY	ESTATES	Page 77

LORA	BAY	Page 5

PEAKS	MEADOWS/GEORGIAN	
	 GLEN	Page 4

ROYALTON	HOMES	–	MONTERRA	
	 RIDGE	Page 8

SUNVALE	HOMES	Page 57

THE	ORCHARD	AT	CRAIGLEITH	Page 10

WINDROSE	VALLEY	–	LUSH		
	 REALTY	Page 59

NON-PROFIT		
ORGANIZATIONS
MY	FRIEND’S	HOUSE	Page 97

ORGANIZING
COLLINGWOOD	CLOSETS	Page 81

PAINT
BIRCH	&	BENJAMIN	INC.	Page 57

ECOINHABIT:	EARTH	INSPIRED		
	 LIVING	Page 89

ROBINSON’S	PAINT	&	WALLPAPER		
	 Page 37, 119

RONA	Page 73

THORNBURY	HOME	HARDWARE	
	 BUILDING	CENTRE	Page 120

PERSONAL	ENHANCEMENT
THE	BEST	YOU	–	CENTRE	FOR	
	 PERSONAL	ENHANCEMENT	Page 113

PLUMBING
NEPSCO	Page 81

POOLS,	SPAS	&	SAUNAS
BEACHCOMBER	HOT	TUBS	Page 79

SAUNARAY	Page 21

PROPERTY	RESTORATION
BLUEWATER	PROTEAM	Page 91

REAL	ESTATE
CENTURY	21	–	SUSAN	BOADWAY,		 	
	 MARILYN	DOUGLAS	Page 111

CENTURY	21	–	MELISSA	DOLEZEL	Page 113

CENTURY	21	–	ANGILINE	&		
	 ROB	DUBIEN	Page 111

CENTURY	21	–	JOSIE	SCHYWIOLA,		
	 KEVIN	WOOLHAM	Page 2

CHESTNUT	PARK	Page 3, 30

CHESTNUT	PARK	–	BARB	PICOT	Page 31

COLDWELL	BANKER	–		
	 LARRY	FARRALL	Page 70

CLAIRWOOD	REALTY	Page 33

CLAIRWOOD	REALTY	–	SHERRY	RIOUX		
	 Page 32

LUSH	REALTY	Page 113

PRUDENTIAL	Page 19

RE/MAX	FOUR	SEASONS	–		
	 DOUG	GILLIS,	BRAD	WILLIAMS	Page 39

ROYAL	LEPAGE	Page 24&25

ROYAL	LEPAGE	–	RICK	&		
	 MICHELLE	SEIP	Page 13

SUTTON	ON	THE	BAY	REALTY	–		
	 KEVIN	GILCHRIST	Page 16

SNOW	REMOVAL
BRIAN	DINSMORE	EXCAVATING	&		 	
	 HAULAGE	LIMITED	Page 91

PALLISTER	SNOW	REMOVAL	Page 89

SPECIAL	EVENTS
HOME	&	COTTAGE	EXPO	Page 88

WINDOW	FASHIONS
ASHTON’S	BLINDS	Page 109

SHADES	&	SHUTTERS	Page 93

WINDOWS	&	DOORS
BARRIE	TRIM	Page 75

CEDARPORT	WINDOW	&	DOOR		
	 CENTRE	INC.	Page 87

Continued from page 112

OUR HOMES is committed to ensuring the businesses above appear under the correct headings. To make a correction, 
or to have your business listed under more than one heading, please email us at publisher@ourhomesmagazine.com. To have 
your business listed in our Home Resource Directory, call us to advertise at 519-599-7444.
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f i n i s h i n g  t o u c h

You don’t have to leave home to enjoy a relaxing day at the spa.
With a little imagination you can escape to your own bathroom for some peace 
and tranquility. Don’t forget to dim the lights and play your favourite music!

STYLED BY ANDREA RAMACIERI // PHOTOGRAPHY BY BONNIE FOX 

 GIVE YOUR BATHROOM A 

Spa Treatment

Continued on page 118

PATRICK B. COULTER & ASSOCIATES INC.
CUSTOM HOMES & CHALETS

705-444-6000
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f i n i s h i n g  t o u c h

Here’s what you’ll need.

1)A Beautiful Soaker Tub

5) Scented Candles

2) Fluffy Towels 

4) Flower Petals

3) Bamboo Shoots

6) A Great Floor Mat  OH

Continued from page 116
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