
A SIMPLE

CLOCKWISE FROM TOP LEFT: 1) Stone Custom Homes created a modern twist on 
the traditional ski chalet in Craigleith. 2) The Stone Custom Homes team: Co-owner 
Gord Stone, construction administrator Molly Morin, co-owner Holly Stone and 
sales and marketing manager Andrew Exel. 3) Custom-made, commercial grade 
lift-and-slide windows and doors blur the line between inside and out. 4) Heavy, 
rustic cantilevered beams support the entire upper-level deck. 5) Even the exterior 
elements are a nod to the stucco and cedar siding used on classic chalets. 
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ABOVE: A cosy family room is situated to take advantage of the light, 
while providing easy access to the courtyard and pool area. BELOW:  
“I love doing modern,” says Gord. “It’s probably my favourite, but 
some people want a traditional chalet, and we’re fine with that too.” 
BELOW RIGHT: The stunning front foyer showcases a barn board 
feature wall, a frosted glass door and heated porcelain floors.

Stone Custom Homes has been busier 
than busy designing and building 
homes in the Southern Georgian Bay 
area since co-owners and partners of 
30 years, Gord and Holly Stone moved 
to the area in 2006. One of their 
latest creations is a modern take on a 
traditional ski chalet in Craigleith.

The homeowners approached the Stones because they liked their 
previous work. Their directives were straightforward: the family 
wanted an uncluttered weekend home, something simple and efficient 
that would allow them to just kick back and enjoy their space, which is 
situated within walking distance of their ski club.  

So Gord designed an abode that mimicked classic ski chalets of the 
70s, both inside and out. Just like in chalets of old, the entrance to this 
home is on the main level, along with several bedrooms and a family 
room, but the primary living space is on the upper level. Employing 
Holly’s remarkable eye for detail and finishing décor touches, the 

Continued on page 82

A large pantry is cleverly hidden 
behind the kitchen. One of Gord’s 
signature barn board sliding doors 
leads to the powder room. 
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TOP: The kitchen is simple, yet stylish. “We worked 
really hard to integrate the kitchen into the great 
room design,” says Holly. ABOVE: The homeowners 
added their own eclectic style with funky high-design 
touches and artwork throughout the home. ABOVE 
RIGHT: What a great room! The open-concept, 
alley-style, second-level living/dining/kitchen area is 
flooded with light on all sides.

in a straight-alley fashion, so the kitchen 
area blends seamlessly into the great room. 
A massive island is topped with Carrara 
marble, which is also featured in the master 
en suite. All storage, including a pantry, 
is neatly tucked away behind the custom 
kitchen (by Sterling Custom Kitchens 

and available through the showroom at 
Stone Home Design). The floors are a 
combination of heated porcelain tiles and 
wide-plank oak flooring (installed by Chris 
Bickerton of Northland Custom Flooring 
Inc.). Wide plank oak is back in style again, 
but as Holly says, “it’s not that really bad 

couple cleverly juxtaposed traditional natural 
elements, like wood and stone, with modern 
materials such as slate, porcelain and marble, 
using the same materials from room to room to 
ensure continuity throughout the home.      

“Those original ski chalets were all built 
with white stucco on the bottom and cedar 

siding on top, so we used the same materials,” 
says Holly, “and because people think 
modern architecture is too cold, we also used 
lots of barn board, birch, oak, and natural 
elements like warm tile because we’re in a 
natural environment.”

The open-concept main floor was designed 
Continued on page 86
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RIGHT: Different fixtures and bulbs were 
used to create a warm glow in the stairwell 
leading to the upper level. BELOW RIGHT: 
An open-tread, floating oak staircase with an 
industrial feel leads to the lower and upper 
levels. BELOW: A centrally-located main-level 
mudroom/laundry area is both convenient 
and functional. BOTTOM: The timeless main-
level bathroom features 12 foot ceilings and a 
neutral colour palette.
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oak kitchen cabinetry in old chalets with 
layers of terrible varnish; this floor features 
gorgeous grain work.” 

Gord added numerous modern twists to 
his design. The open-tread floating stairs, 
featuring steel railings and oak stairs, were 
key to the whole design. “The quasi-industrial 
feel of the railing is really cool,” he says, 
“unlike the typical ones we do with glass and 
wood.” A Frank Lloyd Wright-style single 
plane metal roof slopes from back to front, 
lending modern appeal. “We didn’t want this 
huge façade that looked like a box on the front 
of the home,” explains Gord.

Simplicity of design is another specialty of 

Stone Custom Homes. In fact, the design brief 
for this home was entitled The Simple Chalet. 
There is nothing heavy or complex about the 
3,500 sq. ft. home. Free-floating cabinets add 
to the lightness, as do individually installed, 
custom hand-stained oak panels that surround 
a vertical fireplace, specifically designed to 
complement the shape of the great room. 
Custom sliding barn board doors are featured 
throughout the home, yet another favourite 
Gord touch. “He always makes the first 
prototype himself,” says Holly, “because he 
knows exactly how he wants it to look.” 

With a Masters degree in Architecture 
from the University of Oregon, as well 

as an undergraduate degree in landscape 
architecture, one of Gord’s many trademarks 
is to marry the site with the home itself. 
The exterior was in all the drawings from 
the thumbnails forward, and the home was 
designed around the courtyard/pool area to 
showcase a fully landscaped backyard. The 
entire deck area is cantilevered, much to 
Gord’s delight, so no rustic wood posts stick 
down into the ground. 

One of Gord’s design-build trademarks is 
that he always works to find and maximize the 
light. Oversize, commercial-quality custom 
windows flood the space with light. Bedroom 
doors on the main level feature opaque glass, 

Continued on page 88

Gord and Holly used their combined 
expertise for the interior décor and 
finishing details in this modern ski chalet.

Georgian Custom Décor    
WINDOW TREATMENTS, UPHOLSTERY, FABRIC, CUSTOM BEDDING

519-924-1907
GREY ROAD 13, EUGENIA

WWW.GEORGIANCUSTOMDECOR.COM
Effective September 1st until December 15th, 2014.
† Purchase any combination of 4 Duette® or Silhouette® Window Shadings with UltraGlide® and receive a $200 rebate. Also, when you purchase any number of these additional shades, you’ll receive an extra $40 for each. Valid at participating retailers only. The rebate will be issued in the form of a Hunter 
Douglas Prepaid American Express® Gift Card. THE PROMOTION CARD is a trademark of The Hunt Group. All Rights Reserved. THE PROMOTION CARD is a Prepaid American Express® Card issued by Amex Bank of Canada. ® Used by Amex Bank of Canada under license from American Express.

In the spirit of giving, we at
Hunter Douglas have partnered with 
The Children’s Wish Foundation of
Canada to create the magic of a wish.

Every qualifying purchase 
helps a child in need get 
closer to their wish.

Rebate
200
when you purchase† Duette® or 
Silhouette® Window Shadings 
with UltraGlide.®

Effective September 1st until December 15th, 2014.
† Purchase any combination of 4 Duette® or Silhouette® Window Shadings with UltraGlide® and receive a $200 rebate. Also, when you purchase any number of these additional shades, you’ll receive an extra $40 for each. Valid at participating retailers only. The rebate will be issued in the form of a Hunter 
Douglas Prepaid American Express® Gift Card. THE PROMOTION CARD is a trademark of The Hunt Group. All Rights Reserved. THE PROMOTION CARD is a Prepaid American Express® Card issued by Amex Bank of Canada. ® Used by Amex Bank of Canada under license from American Express.

In the spirit of giving, we at
Hunter Douglas have partnered with 
The Children’s Wish Foundation of
Canada to create the magic of a wish.

Every qualifying purchase 
helps a child in need get 
closer to their wish.

Rebate
200
when you purchase† Duette® or 
Silhouette® Window Shadings 
with UltraGlide.®

86  |  ourhomes   F A L L  2 0 1 4

home & builder



and all windows in the home offer stunning 
views. Sky bridges on the main and upper levels 
were designed to embrace the light and bring 
the outside in, something Gord does frequently 
in front foyers. In this home, the exterior slate 
wall at the front entrance continues into 
the entry hall, which features another Stone 
Custom Home touch, a barn board feature wall.

“I used big lift and slide windows and doors 
so the family could spend time on the inside, 
but feel like they’re outside,” explains Gord. 
Two windows on either side of the fireplace 
were designed to offset and help illuminate 
the fireplace. Transom windows were also 
employed throughout the house, once again 
to bring light and a view into the room, while 
providing privacy. 

Efficiency is another focus for the Stones, 
as Holly points out. “To make the build that 
much more efficient, we try to eliminate as 
many hallways, doorways, cupboard doors, 
and as much sheet rock and extra framing as 
possible. We’re moving towards using a lot 
more steel framing too.” 

Holly says the homeowners were incredibly 
courageous in their approach to their design 
suggestions and Gord adds, “it was a very 
integral connection between the two of us, and 
we worked very closely together to come to the 
final design and the final product.”

The homeowners are so pleased with their 
modern ski chalet that Stone Custom Homes 
is building them a second home, this time on 
the waterfront.  OH

RIGHT: There are no hallways or doors 
leading to the master bedroom. Gorgeous 
grained wide-plank oak flooring was installed 
throughout the upper level. BELOW: No 
extra doors means no wasted space in this 
home. The highly-organized master closet 
was designed to focus on flow and eliminate 
clutter. BOTTOM: It’s all about the light 
for Gord Stone. The master features both 
transom and large picture windows with 
motorized retractable shades.
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