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Homes
HARK!  

OPPOSITE: The exterior of the Georgian-style Culham House, 
built in 1873, shines for the holiday season thanks to The Landmark 
Group. TOP LEFT: Homeowners Karen Willison and Russell Allan 
with their two dogs, Orkney and Stormy. LEFT: Ms. Design dressed 
up the living room with natural live greens. Six hours and 4,000 
lights later, the space was spectacularly transformed. ABOVE: 
Marcy couldn’t have done what she did without her amazing 
helpers: Jen Eccles, Lori Judzinski and Andrea Gernack. 

TWELVE DAYS OF DECORATIONS 

O
Continued on page 46

On the twelfth day of Christmas, with 
decorations being hung at Karen Willison’s 
house at the top of Camperdown Road 
in Thornbury, her true love agreed they 
could keep some of local painter Sue Tupy’s 
stunning artwork for themselves after the 
2013 Collingwood Holiday House Tour was 
over. Karen’s husband, Russell Allan, enjoyed 
their home’s transformation into a winter 
wonderland for the tour as much as she did. 
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“I’ve always wanted to do Christmas to the nines,” says 
Willison. “It was incredible the work that The Landmark 
Group, Habitat Interiors Inc. and Ms. Design did 
decorating our home – their crews worked for three weeks 
straight getting everything ready.”

The couple’s home was an extraordinary site for the tour. 
The Georgian-style brick home was originally built in 1873 in 
downtown Collingwood. Slated for demolition, Allan and his 
partners bought the structure and had it rebuilt with great 
care in 2007 as the model home, currently for sale, in The Ridge 
Estates development. 

Working closely with Willison, Christine Pritchard of 
Habitat Interiors Inc. in Thornbury and Marcy Stewart of 
Ms. Design in Creemore highlighted the architectural features 
of the home’s interior with décor and greenery. “We had great 
synergy,” says Willison. “We shared ideas on a Pinterest board 
for concepts and colours and styles.” 

Stewart opens the pop-up One-Stop Holiday Shop in 
Creemore every winter to sell the work of local artisans and 
crafters, as well as her own designs and greenery. 

ABOVE: All three décor specialists pooled their talents to decorate the 
carriage house. TOP LEFT: Meet the Habitat Interiors Inc. team, from left 
to right: Christine Pritchard, Adrian Anderson, Monika Lorimer and Tara 
Dawe. BOTTOM LEFT: Inside the carriage house, Marcy used fragrant live 
greens and Christine hung grapevine stars in the window for an enchanting 
twilight effect. BELOW: Stormy intently watches all the action. 

Continued on page 48

ABOVE: Christine set an elegant table and Marcy added 
tiny strands of cedar and red berries for festive flavour. 
LEFT: Marcy selected a combination of fresh huckleberry, 
salal, B.C. cedar, pinecones, red magnolia and little 
red berries to create the smell of Christmas. BELOW: 
Faux fur throws and pillows, live greens, and a vase on 
the ottoman filled with glass balls, cedar, snow-tipped 
pinecones and mini lights set the scene. 
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“I hand selected and twined all the cedar 
boughs used as garlands inside and outside 
the house and carriage house,” she says. A 
staggering amount of gorgeous cedar sprays 
filled urns and accented the mantels, banisters, 
windows and doorways. Stewart gave the 
garland dramatic volume by encouraging 
sprigs to point out. Lights intertwined in 
the garland on the stairwell and windows 
beautifully lit the space night and day. 

Some 10 paintings loaned from Matilda 
Swanson Gallery graced the walls to fill 
out the space, including a four-foot turkey 
in the living room that the owner was sad to 
send back after the tour.

Pritchard’s décor accents were 
delightful, from small porcelain animal 

figurines tucked into the garland on the 
mantel, to an eclectic collection of wooden 
newel posts painted like snowmen and 
nutcrackers that the owners opted to 
purchase. Faux fur pillows and throws in 
neutral colours softened the living room 
space. In the carriage house out back, 
Pritchard displayed a collection of wooden 
skis, as well as reindeer, stars and hearts 
formed out of grapevine. 

The exterior décor was equally dramatic. 
The Landmark Group, led by president Gary 
Nordeman, installed over 3,500 white 
LED lights. Strung around tree trunks and 
branches, around windows and doorways, 
the home and its owners absolutely glowed 
for the tour and throughout the season.  OH

Team Landmark worked their magic, creating curb 
appeal with over 3,500 LED lights. LEFT: Even the master 
bedroom was treated to a fully decorated, live Christmas 
tree, fresh greenery and seasonal décor touches. 
BELOW: The homeowners were thrilled with the 
decorating team’s panache in every corner of their home. 
BOTTOM LEFT: Marcy Stewart spent hours weaving mini 
lights into the garland on the banister. BOTTOM RIGHT:  
Adam Razeau, Denise Lowe, Gary Nordeman, Jessica 
Straka and John Spanninga of The Landmark Group.

www.joshdolan.comWWW.JOSHDOLAN.COM

LET MY LOCAL KNOWLEDGE HELP YOU DECIDE WHAT’S BEST IN BUYING OR SELLING A PROPERTY

BANKS   - $799,000

To be built. Fabulous Turkel design from the

award winning Dwell Homes Collection. Private

setting on 5 acres with countryside views.

SUMMIT VIEW ESTATES - $135,000

Large building lot, just over 1 acre backing onto

green space with shared ownership of two parcels

of green space.

Prestigious enclave of high-end homes. Beautifully

designed & maintained with over 4000 sf finished

space, 5 bedrooms 4.5 baths, double car garage.

EVERGREEN ESTATES - $699,000

Premier Condo in Thornbury. 3 bdrm/3.5 bath

main flr master, gourmet kit, open concept, fully

finished basement and attached garage.

THE WOODS  - $359,900

josh@joshdolan.com

Top 3% National Sales Royal LePage 2013
2012 Top 6-10% Royal LePage National Sales

2010 & 2011 Top 6% Residential Real Estate Sales Prudential North America

Josh Dolan
BROKER

DIRECT: 705-446-8404

LOCATIONS NORTH BROKERAGE.
INDEPENDENTLY OWNED
AND OPERATED

330 FIRST ST. COLLINGWOOD
705.445.5520

GEORGIAN WOODLANDS - $389,000

Close to Craigleith, Alpine, Blue Mountain and

Northwinds Beach. 4 bdrm, 2 bath, large lot, sea-

sonal Georgian Bay views.

CAMERON STREET  -  $399,000

Coveted Cameron Street - Bright, renovated 

3 bdrm/1 bath Bungalow with beautiful sandy

beach access right across the road.

BUILDING LOT  - $199,000

COUNTRY ACREAGE - 4.94 acre building lot close

to Banks and Loree. Short distance to all area

amenities.

GREY RD 19 ABOVE OSLER SKI CLUB  - $1,250,000

5 Acres of Paradise in the Blue

Mountains, offering true privacy

and convenience, just 15 mins to

ski hills. 5 bdrm/3.5 baths.

Main flr master, gourmet kit, fully

fin bsmt. det dbl.garage, det

workshop/office/guesthouse,

award winning lagoon pool, wa-

terfalls and extensive professional

landscaping.

FOUR SEASON COUNTRY PARADISE    $1,195,000

MOUNTAIN VIEW ESTATES - $399,000

Prime location - 90 feet of River frontage on Sil-

ver Creek. Great entry level pricing for the area

on an amazing lot, 4 bdrm, 1.5 bath Chalet.

CRANBERRY WOODS - $359,000 

Backing onto Green Space & Golf Course - Quiet,

central, exclusive high-end enclave of condos.

5 bdrm/3 full baths, double attached garage.

42 private acres overlooking

Collingwood and Georgian Bay

with a sprawling, well maintained

4 bdrm 3 bath, ranch bungalow

w/9` ceilings,  screened dining

room and lower level w/walkouts

to manicured gardens, inground

pool, tennis courts, enclosed bar-

becue area, pond & trails. Close

to Collingwood.

CRAIGLEITH  - $889,000

Log Cabin w/Post and Beam Great Room almost

directly across from the Main Lodge at Craigleith

Ski Club. 4 bdrms, 2.5 baths, 5 fireplaces.

TANGLEWOOD    $319,000 

Nicely appointed 4 bdrm 2.5 bath fully finished

Townhouse backing onto green space & the Cran-

berry Golf Course. Just minutes to the ski hills.

PEAKS MEADOWS  - $172,900

Fully Serviced Building Lot - Includes Hst and most

development charges. Directly across from the

Georgian Bay Club and next to Georgian Peaks.

SOLD SOLD

SOLD

SOLD
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OPPOSITE: blah blah blah, blah blah blah blah. blah blah blah, blah blah blah blah. 
TOP LEFT: Blah blah blah blah, blah blah blah blah. Blah blah blah blah. LEFT: Blah 
blah blah blah, blah blah blah blah. Blah blah blah blah. ABOVE: Blah blah blah 
blah, blah blah blah blah. Blah blah blah blah. 

W“When setting the scene for the 
holidays, the story starts outside,” says 
Sharon Allan, whose Van Allan Design 
Centre, a long-time Craigleith shop, 
recently relocated to Collingwood. 
“You catch the eye from the street – 
with lights or greenery or something 
special that makes the eye pop.” 

Continued on page 52

OWNER JANICE LAW 
INTERIOR DESIGN VAN ALLAN DESIGN CENTRE

EXTERIOR DESIGN LUCIA CRUPI DESIGNS  

Allan was the contributing interior decorator at the chic chalet in 
Craigleith owned by Janice Law that was voted one of the viewer’s 
choices during the November 2013 Collingwood Holiday House 
Tour. Allan’s interior setting was complemented with Lucia Crupi’s 
exterior design on this stop of the tour. The two collaborated to amplify 
the front door of the home. Recessed under an overhang, Crupi mixed 
lighting into a natural pine and cedar garland to brighten the space. 
Allan suggested using a pair of brass bugles, heralding the season and 
adorning the wreaths on the front doors, adding an element of shine. 

When visitors drew closer to the home, they found an inviting 
sitting area in the outdoor room Crupi and Allan created on the porch. 
Chairs with cushions and throws softened the dark wood exterior. An 
owl’s nest peeped out of pine boughs tucked into an urn. Red polka 
dot ribbon mixed into the greenery and wreaths hinted at what was 
to come on the inside. “Whenever I work with an owner, I try to get a 
sense of their own style. That, and the character of the house, are the 
basis of my design,” says Crupi.

chic chalet

OPPOSITE: Simply stunning. “Every ounce of this house has character,” says 
Sharon Allan, whose sense of style echoed the homeowner’s taste.  LEFT, 
TOP TO BOTTOM: 1) Lucia Crupi fashioned the exterior greenery and Sharon 
Allan added shiny brass bugles to trumpet the arrival of the holiday season. 2) 
In keeping with the home’s neutral tones, wooden reindeer grace the dining 
room hutch. 3) A natural pine and cedar garland, highlighted with white lights, 
enhances the cosy sitting area on the front porch.

STORY LAUREL FORTIN 
PHOTOGRAPHY SANDY MACKAY
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For holiday decorating, Crupi harvests pine and cedar boughs from 
her six-acre property, along with dogwood and poplar. “This home was 
a beautiful backdrop to work with. The siding and shutters worked 
well with the tones in the cedar roping.” Crupi purchased natural 
garland and enhanced it with her greenery by weaving in accents of the 
red polka dot ribbon.

Inside, styled as a traditional hunter’s lodge with wood, stone and 
earthen tones, Allan expanded on the garland accents from the exterior. 
She tried to stimulate all the senses, using layers of texture, colour and 
smell to evoke a comfortable, festive spirit. Scents of pine and cedar 
mingled with hints of eucalyptus that Allan used to ring the candles 
and lights. The owner favoured flameless candles to ensure the safety 
and longevity of the displays.

ABOVE: Joy to the world! Flameless candles accent the warmth of the wood-
burning fireplace in the kitchen. RIGHT, TOP TO BOTTOM: 1) Homeowner Janice 
Law with designer Sharon Allan. 2) Sharon’s table setting featured a rich red 
tablecloth, a natural burlap runner and raw linen napkins. 3) What a hoot! This 
fanciful owl, sourced at a gift show, owns the corner of the kitchen.

Continued on page 54
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As a more subtle focal point than a 
traditional nativity scene, Allan placed a 
carved camel atop the owner’s suede ottoman 
in the living room. She also introduced a large 
driftwood piece painted with a stag to sit 
atop the mantel. The owners were so pleased 
with the effect, they asked to keep the piece 
after the displays were taken down. A live tree 
carrying more of the red ribbon and owls was 
visible from the dining room. The table setting 
featured natural materials: a burlap runner, 
raw linen napkins and sprigs of eucalyptus 
and cedar tucked into each napkin ring.

“After decorating your main areas, do 
something for yourself, too,” suggests Allan. 
She carried garland and ribbon into the 
kitchen above the stove, and into the main 
bedroom, where scents of the festivities 
endured for the owners throughout 
the season.  OH 

RIGHT: Small Christmas trees and a whimsical Santa 
provide a touch of merry in the master bathroom.
BELOW: Every area of the home was treated to 
a little holiday cheer. BELOW RIGHT: The house 
dictates the decorating style says Allan, who 
respected this home’s classic old-world design. 

Custom Built Homes By Dave Harrington 
705.446.7072  •  www.absolutecraftsmen.ca
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