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IIt’s rare to feel at home when you visit 
someone’s abode for the first time.

But that’s exactly what happened one 
spring afternoon when OUR HOMES 
knocked on the door of Elizabeth Law 
and Allan Saulenas’s turn-of-the-Century 
Collingwood home.

The formal living  
room is located off the 
foyer, through pocket 
doors. Elizabeth loves 
colour and knows how 
to combine beautiful 
fabrics and timeless 
accessories to create 
magical rooms. 

Continued on page 42
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There are renovated Victorian homes that evoke a contemporary 
ambience… and then there are restored and refurbished 19th Century 
gems that celebrate the era. When Elizabeth and Allan set out to renovate 
their downtown Collingwood property, they chose to preserve the past by 
respecting the original character and historical details of their home.

“There’s a nice feeling about taking something that was well-built at 
the time and making sure that it’s going to survive now and go into the 
future,” says Law.

This couple’s primary residence is in Burlington, where designer 
Elizabeth oversees two successful retail stores. Elizabeth Interiors, a 
30,000 sq. ft. designer-oriented store, is one of three retail locations in 
Canada showcasing Ralph Lauren, as well as other high-end lines, such 
as Henredon and Drexel Heritage. “I opened a second, 15,000 sq. ft. store 
in Burlington,” says Elizabeth, “and it’s the only free-standing Thomasville 
store in Canada.”

Two years ago, Elizabeth and Allan decided to look for a weekend 
getaway that was a reasonable commute. Collingwood’s four-season 
status was a big draw. So was the appeal of living in a town boasting the 
largest selection of historical homes in Ontario. It also helped to have 
family in the area. 

LEFT: The foyer, viewed from atop the 
original staircase. Every inch of this 
home is styled in an exceptional, yet 
practical way. 

BELOW: Outside, the front porch is 
an ideal spot from which to enjoy this 
historic Collingwood neighbourhood.  

RIGHT: Pocket doors separate the 
parlour from the formal dining room. 
The exquisite round table is one of the 
couple’s favourite furnishings. 

Continued on page 47
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The elegant kitchen mixes 
traditional design with 
modern amenities. The 
elevated island is Elizabeth’s 
design signature. 

TOP: The stunning new 
kitchen opens into the new 
addition. A commercial 
refrigerator freezer on 
casters adds a modern flair 
to the Victorian home.

BOTTOM: The sink, with  
a view outside, is tucked 
into the corner, which 
maximizes the counter 
space. The shelving above 
provides space to display  
colourful plates.

BOTTOM RIGHT: The 
elaborate frame around the 
range and cooktop make the 
area an enticing focal point. 
The mirrored backsplash 
opens up the space.
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“Having two stores keeps me very busy. We decided we wanted 
a getaway place, and I’ve done lots of homes in the Muskoka and 
Haliburton areas, but we didn’t want to spend all our time commuting,” 
says Elizabeth. 

Then, serendipity stepped in. The couple connected with a 
knowledgeable real estate agent, Angiline Dubien of Century 21 Offord 
Realty, who read their needs to a tee. They purchased a century home in a 
great location, oversaw the hiring of sub-trades, and then faced the daunting 
task of stripping off peeling wallpaper and repairing cracked plaster.

“The drywall was a mess,” explains Elizabeth, “but Marcel Rutte 
was fantastic! He did all the walls and parged them. I would hire him 
any day. And that gave us a really easy palette, because I loved the trim 
(now painted Simply White OC117) and button detailing that was here 
to begin with.”

This stately 2,500 sq. ft., two-storey, three-bedroom abode is a labour 
of love showcasing Elizabeth’s remarkable sense of style. The home is 
furnished with a collection of exquisite reproductions (from Elizabeth’s 
stores), including an egalitarian round dining table (one of Elizabeth’s 
favourite spots), a quirky red entry hall table with wavy detailing, a 
multi-purpose nautical oars coat rack, as well as a tasteful selection of 
classic divans and settees.

Solid oak floors were coated in a high-gloss stain, which Elizabeth 
says, is as close as you can get to achieving a time-weathered feeling. 
“Ninety per cent of people do satin, but I like high gloss because it looks 
like it’s highly polished. To me, this was more authentic for an old home.” 
To add character in the front entry hall, the couple created a tile pattern 
in a faux finish on the strip oak floor, using marine paint to highlight the 
tile section, and then urethaned the entire floor to seal it.

This great room off the kitchen used to be a 
tiny bedroom. Elizabeth and Allan love the 

space in every season. The double-sided 
fireplace and the massive bookcase, made of 

100-year-old wood, are the focal points.

TOP LEFT: Elizabeth has created delicious 
vignettes throughout the home, mixing 

flirty fabrics and beach-and-boat-themed 
accessories with silk flower arrangements and 

fabulous reproductions.  

BOTTOM LEFT: The butler’s staircase received 
a do-over with a half-door, dark grey walls and 

surprising red stairs. 

Continued on page 48
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The front hall leads to a stunning formal living room (painted 
Hawthorne Yellow HC4) featuring soaring ceilings, and an original 
fireplace, which provides an element of structural detail to the room. The 
décor is less formal toward the back of the home. “You have to honour 
what the house is to begin with,” notes Elizabeth. “We went formal, and 
then as we went back, we got a little more relaxed.”

Elizabeth adores the many original pocket doors on the main floor. 
“Generally speaking, a door that just opens takes away such space. This 
makes more sense,” she says, as she points to the small main floor study.

The kitchen features cabinetry (painted Simply White) by Pattison 
Custom Woodworking in Ancaster, City Stone leather granite and marble 
countertops, a commercial fridge and freezer (on casters), and a Dutch door 
(a Law trademark in every home she’s owned) leading to the back stairs 
(painted Behr Red Coat). Beveled glass reflects the light behind a state-
of-the-art gas cooktop and range, and a spacious, elevated island (another 
distinctive Law touch) in the centre of the room offers plenty of storage 
space. Kitchen drawer pulls were purchased at Rona.

LEFT: Elizabeth and Allan brought in an 
artist to paint the cloud-themed scene 
on the ceiling of the upstairs landing. 
Elizabeth displays natural cuttings in urns 
and vases throughout their home.

BELOW: The upstairs bathroom received a 
modern update. They selected an intriguing 
pink-and-grey colour scheme.

BOTTOM: The office upstairs. Once a tiny 
bedroom, they opened up the space and 
created a practical, yet breezy, work area.

Continued on page 52

A few simple 
 words in your will…

Collingwood General & Marine 
Hospital Foundation

Please consider a bequest today.

For more information about planning 

a gift, please call Jory Pritchard-Kerr 

at (705) 444-8645 or visit 

www.cgmhf.com

A bequest in your will is the simplest way to make a “planned 

gift” to the G&M Hospital Foundation. Your current income 

won’t be affected. There are signifi cant tax benefi ts. And 

you will be ensuring the G&M Hospital continues to have the 

modern medical technology to serve the healthcare needs 

of your community for generations to come.

can secure the future of 
healthcare in your community.
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This area is located off the 
downstairs foyer. The room is 
small, but the right furniture 
placed on an angle, along with 
fanciful accessories make it a 
visitor favourite.

CUSTOM HOMES

RENOVATIONS
 ADDITIONS

F I N E  H O M E S  I N C .

“ Healthy Homes 
for Healthy Living” 

705.888.3409

PROJECT 
MANAGEMENT
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An ample family room at the rear of the home (originally a small 
bedroom, washroom and family room) features a heated, textured quartz 
floor in a running brick pattern, a spectacular two-sided, indoor/outdoor 
fireplace, a whimsical Sue Tupy folk-art painting, a classic Ralph Lauren 
sofa, as well as a massive six-piece wall unit made from 100-year-old wood. 
The kitchen, family room and main floor powder room walls were all 
painted Muslim CC110. (Benjamin Moore’s Historical colour palette was 
used throughout the home). Law even salvaged an original retro fixture 
for the powder room.

“Don’t be afraid to use an oversized piece,” is one of Elizabeth’s 
decorating philosophies. Referring to the rustic wall unit, she says, “This 
piece basically consumes the whole wall, but I think it makes more 
of a statement, and it actually makes the room bigger, if you get your 
proportions and balance right.” 

One of three bedrooms 
upstairs. This guest room 

is so cosy and pretty. 

Continued on page 56

distinctive,  unique. . .  creemore

HOME DECOR. GIFTS.  ORIGINAL ART. JEWELRY. . .  www.creemoreONTARIO.COM

134 MILL STREET        705.466.6278128 MILL STREET        705.466.6327 146 MILL STREET        705.520.5200
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This room is incredibly creative. 
They used trim on the walls with 

upholstery tacks for a country look. 
The red, white and blue theme is 

bright, and the accessories add a 
touch of winter whimsy. 

“My favourite thing about  
our home is just being here”
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Allan’s preferred spot is the family room. “I like to read the newspaper, 
sit in a chair with the fireplace going, watch the snow or leaves falling 
outside, and just chill out,” he says. “It’s kind of a private sanctuary.” 

A pièce de résistance waits at the top of the stairs leading to the second 
floor. Law commissioned a Montreal artist/friend to paint blue sky and 
clouds on the ceiling, and the effect is simply breathtaking. She selected a 
calming hue (Monroe Bisque HC26) in all the halls, as well as in the small 
activity room at the top of the stairs, an open space where she spends time 
painting and creating.

“Anything I add to a house has to fit one of four criteria,” explains 
Elizabeth. “It has to have function and purpose. It has to be attractive 
and add beauty. It has to have chameleon possibilities, so I can switch 
things around, and it must have a sense of history, either for ourselves 
or the area.”

“My favourite thing about our home is just being here,” she says. “It’s 
not about any particular room. We find it relaxing here. We love the town 
experience and that we can park the car and walk to all the amenities.”

Now that this Victorian beauty has been lovingly restored, Elizabeth 
and Allan are more than ready to embrace all that the Collingwood area 
has to offer.  OH

The master bedroom is proof you 
don’t need a large room to create 
an ideal retreat. Elizabeth blends 
shapes, texture and multiple 
fabrics with heirloom furnishings 
to dramatic effect.

ABOVE: Curtains separate the 
bedroom from the dressing room.
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