
SPECTACULAR 
TOP-TO-BOTTOM, INSIDE-AND-OUT

BY  SHELBY  H I LSON  //  PHOTOGRAPHY  BY  SANDY  MACKAY

Massive beams, panelled 
ceilings and reclaimed 

hemlock floors add a 
warm, rustic feel to the 

majestic great room. 
Beautiful spring flower 

arrangements, designed  
by Elaine Kettlewell, 

 are everywhere.

LEFT: Laura commissioned 
this stunning tree for 

Richard’s birthday. 
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WLocated at the bottom of Alpine Ski Club, this incredible 11,000 
sq. ft. home combines Wilson Project Management’s signature 
contemporary style with traditional chalet features and is up for sale for  
nearly $4 million.

From the moment you enter the home through large double doors you 
sense there is something exciting to come, and that feeling never leaves as 
you travel from room to room in awe and curiosity.

At the centre of it all is both Richard and Laura’s favourite space, an 
open concept great room perfect for entertaining large groups of friends 
and family. The kitchen boasts an enormous island that stretches 10 feet 

long with a hand-brushed granite countertop. The Mennonite-made 
dining room table, chosen by their designer Marina Farrow of Peaks 
and Rafters in Collingwood, can seat a few families at once.

“After skiing we’ll invite some people back for dinner,” says Laura. “And 
we’ll end up with tons of people and all their kids too.”

Perhaps the most notable feature is the uniquely large Douglas Fir 
beams that run along the 24-foot high ceiling and came from the old 
Fleet Street Brewery. The Wilsons took a day trip to Markdale to watch 
the beams get milled and their sons, Alex and Jeremy, got to carve their 
names into one each.

With more than 30 years in the construction industry, Richard Wilson has managed 
some of the most renowned home building projects in the country and used his skill 
to build a magnificent home for him and his family right here in Collingwood.

ABOVE LEFT: Six chocolate  
leather chairs and two comfortable 
wing chairs surround the 
Mennonite-made harvest dining 
table. The dining area has an 
incredible view of the backyard. 

ABOVE RIGHT: Designer Marina 
Farrow of Peaks and Rafters 
selected furnishings for the home, 
including this rustic vignette along 
the back wall in the great room.

LEFT: This painting, by artist 
Andrew Peycha, greets visitors in 
the smartly designed entrance.
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This kitchen has it all, a 10-foot 
island, commercial-grade appliances, 
a built-in espresso bar and lots 
of room to prepare meals. The 
black cabinetry gives the space a 
sophisticated country flair.
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Now 14 and 16, the Wilson boys have certainly influenced part of 
this home’s design. The upper level is all their own and consists of three 
bedrooms and a shared washroom. Alex’s room is a boy’s dream come 
true with a built-in rock wall that leads up to a loft area, and a “cave” used 
mostly for playing video games.

Jeremy has a gorgeous view of the mountain from both his bed and 
the balcony built off his room at the front of the house. Despite these 
dreamlike features though, the boys often spend the night in the third 
bedroom or the “hostel” as the Wilsons call it – the room where the kids’ 
friends come to stay.

The home theatre and games room situated in the walkout basement 
and outfitted with a 10-foot projection screen, true theatre seating, a 
kitchenette, pinball machines, ping pong and pool tables, is a big draw 
for the boys and their friends as well. No surprise there.

Having both grown up in Collingwood, Richard and Laura have 
brought pieces of the town’s heritage into their home in the form of art. 
Decorating the home theatre are original signs from the Gayety Theatre, 

including one from when ‘Gone with the Wind’ was playing and another 
from when it was just 35 cents to see a film.

The couple has prominently displayed beautiful paintings by local 
artists throughout, and one piece of artwork you can’t help but notice 
is the 14-foot-tall tree that Laura bought as a gift for Richard when they 
decided to build the house; the one they built their staircase around.

The reclaimed antique hemlock floors on the main and upper levels 
were salvaged from old barns and hold the secret to heating the entire 
house. “In-floor heating was very important to me,” says Laura.

Having a real wood-burning fireplace was a must for Richard and he 
had one built inside and out, both surrounded by the same Algonquin 
rubble stone from Owen Sound Ledgerock that’s mixed with cedar shake 
to form the home’s exterior.

The outdoor living and entertaining space that the Wilsons have 
created is just as phenomenal as the indoors. With a full outdoor kitchen, 
built-in hot tub with waterfall that seats more than 10, and a year-round 
UV-powered swimming pool, it doesn’t get much better.

The home has an incredible view of 
the slopes. The front porch runs the 

entire length of the home.
 

ABOVE LEFT: This shot of the 
backyard was taken during Laura’s 

40th birthday celebration. 

ABOVE RIGHT: The pool, hot-tub, 
outdoor kitchen and lounge make this 

backyard a summer destination. 

RIGHT: The well-appointed guest 
suite is located above the garage. It’s 

private and comfortable.
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ABOVE: The steam 
room and shower 
downstairs is next 
to the gym. Laura 
loves this part of 
the home and she’ll 
miss it most when 
they move.

LEFT: The home 
theatre and  
games room has  
a 10-foot projection 
screen, true  
theatre seating,  
a kitchenette, 
pinball machines, 
ping pong and 
pool tables. The 
sign comes from 
Gayety Theatre 
in downtown 
Collingwood.

Each of the 100 Carpet One Floor & Home stores across Canada are locally 
owned and operated, offering exceptional service and the best warranties in the 

business. When your floor matters, count on Deans Carpet One Floor & Home.

2808 Hwy 124, in Duntroon (South of Collingwood) 705.445.2166
334 Sykes Street, Unit 4, in Meaford (Hwy 26) 519.538.2166

www.deansrugland.com
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“We always have a big New Year’s party,” says Laura. “And everybody’s 
favourite part is getting in the pool!”

The Wilsons’ guests not only get a remarkable view of this outdoor 
space, but also an unobstructed lookout to the ski hill from the balcony 
off the guest quarters. Located above the fully heated, four-bay garage is 
a cosy three bedroom apartment with a full kitchen, bathroom, fireplace 
and even laundry facilities.

It doesn’t end there though; one of the most unique elements of the 
home is the marble-tiled steam room that you can find on the other side 
of the home gym through a tall glass door. Laura explains that the ceiling 
was designed to be slanted so that the moisture from the steam doesn’t 
drip on you as you relax.

Wilson Project Management’s portfolio includes the internationally 
recognized Art Collector’s Residence in Toronto, built for the prestigious 
architecture firm Hariri Pontarini. It, like many of Wilson’s projects, went 
on to win a number of awards including Art Info Magazine’s Best House in 
the World in 2005.

Richard’s company is currently working on a number of “world class” 
projects, including his new home just down the road from this one. There’s 
no doubt that he loves his job or that he’ll continue to build beautiful 
homes both in and around our community.

“I get to build pieces of art,” he says. “It’s some of the best architecture 
in the world right now and we’re fortunate enough to be a part of it.”  OH
To find out more about this home, please contact Desmond Von Teichman of Lush Realty Ltd. 

LEFT: Alex’s room has a  
rock-climbing wall, designed  
by Laura’s brother-in-law Paul. 

BELOW: The boys’ bathroom  
upstairs has a stainless steel trough 
sink, a separate shower and a tub 
with a view. 

BAYSIDE VILLAS Located by the Bay – 4 bdrm/3 bath 
semi-det’d townhome. Open concept liv/din/kitchen, 
newer f/plc, windows. 4th bdrm, utility & family rm 
on lwr level. Beautifully landscaped & well maintained 
grounds, outdoor heated salt water pool/cabana & 
tennis crt. Siding replacement has been part paid for 
by current owners. Call to book your showing today! 
$320,000 – MLS#20100386

RAVENNA 4 bdrm, 2 +1 bath home w/lovely open 
kitchen w/stainless steel appliances, granite counters 
& custom cabinetry. Mstr bdrm w/ensuite & walk-in 
closet. Pine baseboards, quality mouldings, 2 fire plcs 
& the list goes on. Everything from the mechanicals 
to the 2 car detached garage speak to the care that 
goes into crafting a Rainmaker home. Located in the 
village of Ravenna just 10 minutes to Collingwood & 
Thornbury. $459,000 – MLS#20101380

WATERFRONT CONDO Facing Collingwood Harbour 
& the Silos from all 3 flrs. Upgraded unit w/hrdwd 
flrs & broadloom in bdrms. This condo is 2295 sq ft 
of sunshine w/4 bdrms. Upper level has mstr & 2nd 
bdrm w/ensuites & laundry rm. Main level has den/
office in front & liv/great rm, din rm & kit all open con-
cept. Lower lvl has den/bdrm, 4pc bath & 2nd bdrm 
both fully broadloomed. Book an appt. and come  
see the view yourself. $475,000 – MLS#20100292

BUNGALOW 3 bedrm, 1 bathrm bungalow located 
near Sunset Point & Georgian Bay, within walking 
distance of downtown Collingwood’s best shops & 
restaurants. Extremely well maintained, lots of reno-
vations & upgrades: roof replaced in 2008, new gas 
stove 2007, soffits 2008, electrical & plumbing up-
dated in 2007. Call for more details or visit our web-
site. $195,000 – MLS#20101002

PRUDENTIAL ON ThE hARbOUR  
REAL EsTATE bROkERAgE
6-275 First St, Collingwood, ON • 705-446-3066

Enter the spacious foyer and witness the enchantment of “The Edgewater”. 
Offering 6 new townhome condominiums for the discerning buyer.  

Directly on Georgian Bay with views of Blue Mountain.  
Private beach, quality finishings, location... 

golfing, boating, biking, hiking, skiing.

“The Edgewater” Phase Two
Bringing Lifestyle to Life

Starting at $599,000  x  Model Home Open Daily

sonja Lee, Realtor®   705-444-4654 (DIRECT)

sonjalee@ontheharbour.com

ROCk sOLID IN REAL EsTATE

FANTASTIC is an apt description of this property. Private double lot backing 
onto Craigleith Provincial Park in desirable Alta. The warmth of wood, from 
custom mahogany windows & the reclaimed antique hemlock floors to Doug-
las fir beams taken from a Fleet Street Brewery in the soaring great room 
give this 10,000 square foot home a cozy chalet feel. Integrity and reliability 
from the ICF construction to the back-up generator are the cornerstones of 
the completely custom home. The quality of finishes is truly apparent, and 
this home wants for nothing. The outdoor lifestyle comes alive with a full 
outdoor kitchen, Acapulco Pool & hot tub that can be enjoyed all year as you 
stare into the forest or up the hill. One of the area’s true premiere homes 
offered at $3,950,000.

On The Harbour
Real Estate BrokeragePrudential

Toll-free 1.877.446.3066 • Tel: 705.446.3066
 info@ontheharbour.com • ontheharbour.com

Barbara McCowan, Broker of Record
bmccowan@ontheharbour.com  

Direct: 705.443.9784 

An independently owned and operated broker member of The Prudential Real Estate Affiliates, Inc. 
A subsidiary of The Prudential Insurance Company of America, owner of trademarks. Used under license.

For more pics & info visit:
barbaramccowan.com & enter 3224C

Rock Solid in Real EstateSM

Beaver Valley/Niagara Escarpment Organic Farm
50 attractive acres with productive farm fields, gardens, orchard, streams, 
views, forest, pond. 1870’s updated farmhouse with 5 bedrooms, 2 bathrooms, 
upper and lower living rooms each with fireplace, sunroom, screen porch, ten-
nis courts, perennial gardens and the long curving driveway that invites you 
in. An exclusive listing marketed through Prudential Value Range 43: Seller will 
consider offers between $489,000 and $568,876. 

100  o u r h o m e s   s p r i n g   2 0 1 0

h o m e  &  b u i l d e r


