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This two bedroom town home in the 
heart of Thornbury is beautifully 

decorated and furnished. Owners Mike 
and Valerie Butler found everything 
for their new home at shops nearby.
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The 1,400 sq. ft. retreat that has enticed them here is a two-level townhome 

at Millpond in the Village. The small, private complex is nestled on the shores 
of the Millpond just east of the dam on Highway 26 in beautiful Thornbury 
Village. Deceivingly modest from the outside, the interior space has two 
bedrooms on the ground floor and a soaring lofted ceiling with open concept 
living-dining-kitchen space on the upper floor, and an inviting sunny deck.

“We looked for two years,” says Valerie. “We considered buying a 
cottage, then a trailer, even a boat! Finally, we narrowed it down to a 
weekend property. We looked in Port Hope, Cobourg, Port Perry, Port 

Dover, and Haliburton to name just a few. We came up to Collingwood a 
couple of times; we hadn’t been here in quite a while and we saw all the 
changes that had taken place since we used to come here skiing years ago. 
We always had in the back of our mind that we wanted to be somewhere 
we could walk to everything…where we didn’t have to rely on a car. Then 
we came over to Thornbury to have lunch and look around, and when we 
saw this place, we knew, ‘This is it!’” she gestures across the lofted living 
room to the wall of south-facing glass. “These windows drew us right in. 
The light, the ceiling, the woodwork; it was sold.” 

In less than a year, Valerie and Mike Butler have become veritable ambassadors for 
Southern Georgian Bay. Their reach is remarkable: visits to nearly every town and village 
in the area, shopping in every shop and stops at every roadside stand. Not only has the 
Mississauga couple managed to get away to their elegant weekend getaway in Thornbury 
nearly every week since they took possession in June 2010, but Mike managed to ski all 
17 weekends at Blue Mountain from the first snowfall to final day last season. 

The bright, clean, white kitchen is a 
favourite destination. The Butlers 
sourced the glass subway tiles for the 
backsplash from City Stone and had 
Sean Boyd Construction install them. 
RIGHT: The table linens in coordinating 
colours came from Parrots ‘N Parsnips. 
The couple found the fixture at the 
Georgian Design Centre. 

Continued on page 110
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The convenience of the townhome setup meant that Mike and Valerie 
could concentrate on decorating and entertaining in their home without 
worrying about exterior upkeep, or snow shovelling. Plus, their front door 
leads out to Thornbury’s quaint main street. “In the first half of December, 
we had over 200 cm of snow. It didn’t affect us at all,” muses Valerie. “While 
others with more remote properties etc. may have been snowed in, we put 
on our boots and our parkas and we could walk to everything we needed.” 
Winter or summer, the local pubs, bistros, grocery stores and coffee shops, 
not to mention the trails, parks and beaches within a few minutes’ reach, 
have allowed the Butlers to truly acclimatize to Southern Georgian Bay.

The townhome was more or less a blank canvas for the couple. The 
builder, DQI – Design Quorum Inc., had finished the unit by the time 
they made their purchase, thus the flooring, counters and cupboards were 
already in place. So, the couple started with window coverings. On a short 
excursion a few doors down the road, they checked out the showroom for 
Ashton’s Blinds Draperies & Shutters in Thornbury. There they met 

owner Karen James and associate Heather Davidson who gave insider tips 
for local services and craftspeople. “It has been refreshing to work with 
Ashton’s where they really listen and think things through. They offered 
valuable input and suggestions about all kinds of things,” attests Valerie. 
After installing blinds and shutters throughout the home, and recovering 
a chair and ottoman brought from home, Karen and Heather pointed them 
to electricians, plumbers, painters and anyone else they needed. 

“We wanted to create a warm and relaxing space and to work with the 
colours of the stone in the fireplace and the marble kitchen countertop, 
because they were already here,” says Valerie. Heather at Ashton’s helped 
to refine the colours and they selected Benjamin Moore’s Stone Hearth for 
the main walls; a grey-brown taupe called Ranchwood for the fireplace 
and master bath; Creekside Green for the master bedroom; Booth Bay Gray 
for the guest room and Bleeker Beige for the guest bath. All trim is Cloud 
White. All the paint was sourced locally through Birch & Benjamin Inc. 
and expertly applied by local painter, Jane Armstrong.

A quiet sitting area in the 
kitchen is a perfect perch for 

people watching. The blinds from 
Ashton’s filter the sun. RIGHT: 

There is lots of room in the open 
second-floor space. The metal 

deer’s head in the living room is 
a favourite find. 

Continued on page 114
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The living room is comfortable and 
pretty with soft blue accents. The 
sofa and cushions are from Parrots 
‘N Parsnips. The corner chair was 
reupholstered with fabric selected  
by Heather at Ashton’s.
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Last winter they decided to tile the kitchen backsplash and found 
the perfect product at City Stone, and then brought in Sean Boyd 
Construction for the installation. At Ashton’s suggestion, Beaver River 
Electric provided and installed the over-the-counter kitchen lighting. 

At Parrots ‘N Parsnips in Thornbury, they found their gorgeous sofa 
chaise and sofa table. The Rusty Star in Maxwell provided and stained a 
wall unit for them to match the dining table and chairs they brought from 
Mississauga. A wrought-iron style pendant lamp found at the Georgian 
Design Centre in Collingwood is suspended from their loft ceiling, and 
in time, the other hanging fixtures will be replaced to match it. 

On their trips up and back from Mississauga along the gorgeous Beaver 
Valley, and on explorations along the Bay from Owen Sound to Stayner, the 
couple has lovingly gathered mementos of the culture and terrain of the 
region. “We wanted our whole home to reflect the area,” says Valerie. Peppered 
throughout the great room, bedrooms and even hallways, as if collected over 
a lifetime, are rustic wooden skis and paddles, snowshoes, bowling pins and 
paintings of sailboats, skiers, moose and beaver. 

Some favourite finds include a dramatic one-piece coat rack and 
seat at the back entrance tooled from an old wooden door, found 
at Too Good to Be Through consignment store in Collingwood; 
and an industrial-looking sideboard in the lower hall from The 
Little Furniture Shoppe  in Wasaga Beach. The couple also 
found artwork of skiers and wildlife to adorn walls in the master  
bedroom and hall. 

“Our style is a mix of things – casual and rustic – some are new, some 
we brought from home, some we splurged on, and then we’ve got items 
that we either got free or we found,” confesses Valerie. “Mike is really into 
it, for example, we knew we wanted a stump table and had seen some in 
different stores, but we had the idea to see if we could find a real one. We 
were driving around and happened upon a log home builder and he was 
outside, so we told him what we were looking for and he said, ‘Sure, no 
problem, what shape and size?’ and he cut it for us! We offered to pay him 
for it but he refused. Mike brought it home and went to work sanding and 
staining it. We love it and the best part is it too is local!”

LEFT: The front entrance is 
furnished with a table from 
the Little Furniture Shoppe. 
ABOVE: This bathroom is just 
steps from the guest room. 

Continued on page 116
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Mike has dabbled in his fair share of furniture refinishing for the home. 
From the found rocking chair in the guest bedroom to the bench in the 
entrance hall. “On the main street in Stayner, a man makes tables and 
benches out of old bits of rough-cut wood,” says Valerie. For $12, Mike 
brought the bench home and sanded and stained it – and he’s picked 
up others to finish for family and friends with cottages. “We’ve been so 
fortunate because every Saturday and Sunday we’d go for a bike ride in 
the morning, and then get in the car and go hunting. That’s what makes 
it so fun,” says Valerie with a sparkle in her eye. 

It was on one of their proudest hunting excursions to Owen Sound 
that they targeted “Rusty.” From the peak of the loft’s southern wall, 
Rusty the deer trophy reigns over the great room. “I’d seen deer heads, in 

wicker or woven vine, and was hunting one down for us,” says Valerie. 
When they spotted Rusty styled out of welded wire in a shop that was 
going out of business, they fell in love. But someone had already spoken 
for him. “We fought for him!” she says, and, after a patient wait, as true 
hunters do, the initial bidder changed her mind and Rusty came home  
with the Butlers.

Now that their getaway is complete, Valerie says the couple will miss 
the decorating excursions that were the impetus to get to know the 
region. Instead, they’ll be out revisiting Southern Georgian Bay’s nooks 
and crannies on their Harley. “I’m the navigator and photographer and 
Mike is the driver,” smiles Valerie. Sounds like there’ll be plenty of hunting 
for the Butlers this summer.  OH

The guest room downstairs is fun 
and bright with white furnishings 

and colourful accents. 

The master bedroom is painted 
a fresh Creekside Green. 
RIGHT: The ski coat hanger 
came from Parrots ‘N Parsnips.

• decadent desserts •

• decadent desserts ••
 t

r
u

f
f

l
e

s
 •

 c
h

o
c

o
l

a
t

e
s

 •
 l

ig
h

t
 l

u
n

c
h

e
s

 •

•
 t

r
u

f
f

l
e

s
 •

 c
h

o
c

o
l

a
t

e
s

 •
 l

ig
h

t
 l

u
n

c
h

e
s

 •

116  o u r h o m e s   s p r i n g   2 0 1 1

f e a t u r e


