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Grandview Homes has a long history of providing quality homes 

since the 1990’s to families in the Collingwood, Innisfi l and Barrie 

area. Known for customer service and a commitment to providing 

excellent value, Grandview Homes has a solid reputation as a 

quality builder. All homes come with 9’ ceiling packages, oak 

staircase, choice of 3 exterior fi nishes and other great amenities.

Phase III in the Mountaincroft community is now in full construction, with a great selection of  83 crescent 

lots featuring all fully detached craftsman inspired homes, several backing onto greenspace.

For more information, call toll-free 1-866-775-0333 or visit www.grandviewhomescollingwood.com 
In person, come see us on the corner of Poplar Sideroad and Clark just east of High St., Collingwood.

PHASE 3 NOW 

ALREADY 20% SOLD

Craftsman inspired homes

 $250’s from the



209784 Hwy. 26 ı Craigleith Ontario L9Y 4T9    Tel ı 705 ı 445 ı 9688

Email ı chanticofireplaces@rogers.com    Website ı www.chanticofireplaces.com

Visit Chantico Fireplace Gallery – the first choice of homeowners and custom builders

Award-winning style.

The perfect complement to your outdoor living space.

Casey Van Maris Award of Excellence from Landscape Ontario Horticultural Trades Association
Awarded for the most unique and innovative landscape project in Ontario.  
 
Landscape Ontario Awards of Excellence
The Landmark Group was honoured to receive 7 Awards of Excellence from Landscape Ontario in the Landscape Construction category,  
including one for the Fire on Water project.  Together with our customers, peers, staff and suppliers, we celebrate this privilege of recognition.

Chantico SP13.indd   1 13-04-12   10:21 AM

Brad Williams
Broker

705.444.4646 DIRECT

www.bradwilliamsrealtor.com
brad@bradwilliamsrealtor.com

Lifetime Achievement Award

PRETTY RIVER ESTATES  Customized, open concept 4 bdrm., 3 1/2 
bath home with cathedral ceilings in living room & a floor to ceiling 
stone fireplace with 8 ft. high French doors on eith side.  Fully finished, 
walkout lower level that has a large Bonus room, 2 bdrms., 3 pc bath.  
Large 17 ft. x 18 ft. deck.  Premium location backing on to a green belt 
& walking trails.  $549,500.  MLS®#20130088

SIERRA WOODLANDS.  Fabulous end unit. 3 bedroom, 3 bath town 
home back onto a protected green space, very private. Vaulted ceilings 
and a stone faced gas fireplace. Hardwood floors, granite counters & 
a custom kitchen. Huge deck off the living room. Oversized double car 
garage with an inside entry below. Just minutes to the Alpine Ski Club & 
a short walk to the Craigleith Ski Club.  $495,000.   MLS®#20130899

BASE OF BLUE MOUNTAIN  This chalet is a short walk to the Inn & the 
Village @ Intrawest where you will find some of the areas best dining, 
shopping, skiing & golfing. Once inside this spacious bungalow with 
a gorgeous stone exterior you will find 4 bdrms., 2 baths, separate 
family room, cathedral ceilings, gas fireplace in the living room. Large 
updated kitchen.  $495,000.  MLS®#20126546 

BLUE MOUNTAIN Well maintained Panabode chalet on a large lot at 
the base of Blue.  Redwood cedar exterior.  4 bdrms., 2 full baths, open 
concept living & dining area with pine floors & floor to ceiling brick 
fireplace.  Bright & spacious family room has cathedral ceilings.  Ski 
room & an oversized mud room.  Short walk to the Village & ski lifts.  
$399,000.  MLS®#20130425

CLARKSBURG  Fantastic country home in town over 3/4 of an acre on 
a quiet street in Clarksburg.  Back deck overlooks a small pond with 
lovely landscaping & gorgeous perennials.  This 3 bedroom home has 
an open concept living, dining, kitchen with a separate family room 
for entertaining.  Detached 2 car garage / shop.  Close to all the ame-
nities the area has to offer.  $299,000.  MLS®#20131181

GEORGIAN BAY CLUB  Custom build 6 bdrm., 3 1/2 bath chalet 
by Patrick Coulter & Associates. 4000 sq. ft. of living space, soar-
ing vaulted ceilings in the Great Room w/stone faced wood burning 
fireplace & 3/4” Hickory wood floors. Main floor master suite w/ gas 
fireplace. Stunning kitchen with quartz counters. Finished lower level 
w / large family room.  $1,495,000. MLS®#20126066

SILVER GLEN PRESERVE  Immaculate end unit in Silver glen Pre-
serve with 3 bedrooms, 2 1/2 bath. Upgraded kitchen with stainless 
steel appliances & a breakfast nook. Open concept dining / living 
area, hardwood floors & a gas fireplace. Bright fully finished base-
ment with a 3 pc bath.  Attached single car garage with inside entry.  
No HST!!  $274,900.  MLS®#20121014  

COLLINGWOODLANDS  5 bdrms., 3 1/2 bath French country home is lo-
cated on 3 private acres. Spacious open concept floor plan is fabulours 
for entertaining. Great Rm. has soaring cathedral ceilings with exposed 
wood beams along with a limestone faced wood burning fireplace.  Main 
level features custom wide planked Larchwood floors from Germany. 
Custom kitchen with heated Caribbean limestone tile floors.  $1,495,000. 
MLS®#20125578

THORNBURY  Beautifully renovated red brick home is within walking 
distance to all of the many shops & fine dining in downtown Thorn-
bury or the harbour in Georgian Bay.  3 bedroom, 2 bath, renovated 
home has hardwood floors on the main level, new broadloom on the 
second floor, new furnace.  Small barn / garage at the rear that would 
make an excellent workshop. $319,000.  MLS®#20130825

PRIME HIGH TRAFFIC LOCATION  First Street location.  Well main-
tained plaza.  4255 sq. ft. available in the Rogers plaza.  Great spot 
for sales / service, restaurant or retail.  Busy location with lots 
of parking.  Will divide to suit from 1279 to 2976 sq. ft. available   
$17/ SQ. FT. MLS®#20125282

VIEW PROPERTY  Country side split home with views of Georgian Bay, 
located on 2 acres.  4 bdrms., 2 1/2 baths, 2900 sq. ft. of finished space.  
In-law suite, propane gas fireplace, cork floors in kitchen.  Outdoor gazebo 
& pool, extensive landscaping & fire pit.  Only 3 minutes to Georgian Bay 
Club.  $619,000.  MLS®#20130392

ALPINE HILLS  Luxurious mountain chalet. 3850 sq. ft. Architecturally 
designed. Loaded with character. 4 bedroom, 3½ baths, wood burning fire-
place, upgraded fixtures, reclaimed wood floors. Double garage with inside 
entry on treed lot with extensive landscaping.  Winter view of Georgian Bay 
& ski hills. Close to Craigleith & Alpine ski clubs & Intrawest village. Walk to 
Northwinds Beach. $1,550,000.  

RemaxWiliams_SP13.indd   1 13-04-23   1:55 PM



25 Beaver Street

CHESTNUT PARK REAL ESTATE 
LIMITED, BROKERAGE
393 First Street, Suite 100, 
Collingwood, ON  L9Y 1B3
www.chestnutpark.com
705.445.5454

Condos starting from

$153,900

www.themoviegals.com Real estate in action!

Models Open: 
Saturday, Sunday 
12:00 – 4:00 pm 
or by appointment

Bright 1 & 2 bedroom suites with 5 appliances, 9’ ceilings, patios, 
indoor parking with storage, ICF (Insulated Concrete Forms) construction.
Swimming Pool, Tennis Court and Club House. All within walking distance 
to downtown Thornbury and a 15 minute drive to Blue Mountain!

HST included in price
All suites priced at $157.00 per sq.ft.
Don’t miss out on this amazing opportunity!

SUITE SQ.FT. PRICE
101 1,406 $220,615
SOLD 102 981 $153,900
SOLD 103 981 $153,900
104 1,406 $220,615
105 1,268 $198,962
106 1,275 $200,060
107 1,319 $206,964
108 1,406  $220,615
201 1,437  $225,480
202 1,411  $221,400
203 1,411 $221,400
204 1,437  $225,480
205 1,437   $225,480
206 1,267 $198,805
207 1,383 $217,007
208 1,437   $225,480
301 1,436   $225,322
302 1,411  $221,400
303 1,411  $221,400
304 1,436   $225,322
SOLD 305 1,548   $242,897
306 1,268 $198,962
SOLD 307 1,358  $213,084
SOLD 308 1,550   $243,900

BLOWOUT!
NEW PHASE • IMMEDIATE OCCUPANCY

Direct:
705.441.4777
705.446.6446

Barb Thompson 
SALES REPRESENTATIVE

Anita Lauer
SALES REPRESENTATIVE

Spread6:Layout 1  4/8/13  12:48 PM  Page 1

www.themoviegals.com
www.chestnutpark.com

Mulmur Privacy         $1,495,000
Exquisite timberframe, set well 
off road, 64 acres, 4 bdrm, wine
cellar, screen porch, geothermal,
tennis court, 70 min. to Toronto.

Simply Exquisite       $1,495,000
3100 sq.ft, panoramic view of 
Bay, designer touches, 8 acres,
pond, neighbouring miles of trails,
minutes to Osler & Collingwood.

The Perch                 $1,350,000
One of the most colossal views of
the Bay, 31.4 acres, quaint french 
cottage, pond, extremely private,
minutes to Osler & Collingwood.

Timber Frame              $849,000
Massive beams, wall of glass, 
quite road, pastoral views, open
plan, walk out, hot tub, double
garage, set on almost 4 acres.

Pine Street Landmark  $949,000
Almost $60,000 in annual income,
fully tenanted with 3 retail spaces 
and 1 residential suite. High 
traffic area, excellent location!

Markdale Bungalow $379,000
Set on 10 acres, 3 bedroom, den, 
3 1/2 bath, fireplace, cathedral 
ceilings, 2 family rooms, each 
bedroom has it’s own ensuite.

Christie Beach             $239,000
4 Bedroom, 2 bath, 2 acres, hard-
wood floors, new deck, desirable 
location – steps to Georgian Trail
and Christie Beach!

Views of Georgian Bay  $490,000
4 Bedroom, 2966 sq.ft, walk out, 
triple garage. Cathedral ceilings, 
spacious rooms, built in cabinetry,
mudroom, pool & set on 15 acres. 

FarHills #31               $414,900
3 Bdrm, 21/2 bath, den, 2400 sq.ft, 
hardwood, granite, glass back-
splash, 5 appliances, mudroom, 
ss appliances, double car garage.

FarHills NEW 2 Bedroom $198,962
1268 sq.ft, ICF construction, 9’ 
ceilings, spacious patio & storage,
underground parking, storage, 
pool, tennis, south facing.

Far Hills NEW 2 Bedroom & Den
$242,897 – 1548 sq.ft, 9’ ceilings,
open concept, spacious patio, 
indoor parking, storage, bright 
end unit, pool & tennis. 

1860 Farmhouse        $1,150,000
Recently renovated charming 3
bdrm, 2.5 bath, 48 acres, spacious
grand rooms, original features -
wood floors/wainscotting, barn.

Making you #1 has proven successful:
2009 Chestnut Park Director’s Award
2010 Chestnut Park President’s Award
2011 Chestnut Park Chairman’s Award
2012 Chestnut Park Chairman’s Award    

We‘re not 
number 1

YOU ARE!

Rustic Sophistication - Views of Georgian Bay!  $769,000 
Bright, spacious open plan design overlooking the Bay. 
Exquisitely finished, cathedral ceilings, exposed timbers, 
2 gas fireplaces, 2 family rooms, 2 decks, patio, 
hot tub. 3 bdrm plus bonus room over double garage.

Come for a weekend... S†ay for a lifetime.

Spread6:Layout 1  4/8/13  1:28 PM  Page 2



We passionately create the perfect outdoor space for you.

custom landscape designs
expert stonescaping

natural water features
spectacular gardens

dramatic outdoor lighting
crafted woodwork
ornamental fencing

pools & spas

www.facebook.com/
hackstonelandscapes519-922-2929    

www.hackstone.ca

proud member of

Dry Stone Walling Association
of Great Britain

Hackstone Ad FP OH 2013_Layout 1  13-04-03  11:48 AM  Page 1



UNDER NEW OWNERSHIP: John Mealey | Diane Scott | Dave Patterson
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pf 2 Huronia Home Theatre – Dec 6, 2012 

CLIENT
Huronia Alarms

AGENCY
Whiting & Holmes Limited
Jacyln Jones, Account Manager
541 Brant Street, Suite 8
Burlington, Ontario  L7R 2G6
289-337-3662
jaclyn@whitingandholmes.com

PUBLICATION
Our Homes SGB

AD SIZE
8.375”  X  10.875” trim
bleed, CMYK

Safe. Secure. And Sound.

Your theatre. 
It’s where you dream.

         hen you spend the time sourcing the latest audio and video tech-
nology and products, you want the wiring and installation to be done 
right, the first time. Huronia knows how important this is, and we have 
over 40 years of know-how that you can depend on.  

From simple consultation, complex multi-room audio and video installation  
right through to complete home automation, including lighting control 
and powered window treatments.

Contact us today to talk about your audio, video and home entertainment 
needs. 

Collingwood  705-445-4444 • 800-504-3053    Midland  705-792-9311 • 888-363-9311www.huroniaalarms.com

Home Theatre 
Security & Monitoring
Fire & Safety

Huronia 

W

pf 1 Huronia theatre.indd   1 12-12-06   8:38 AM

Thornbur y

A Model of Excellence

• featured in OUR HOMES Magazine

• featured in CANADIAN HOUSE & HOME Magazine

• featured in ON THE BAY Magazine

Robin Smith, Builder

Homes Featured in Magazines

"I knew that I could tell him what I wanted and I could trust
it would be built to look like that. He was a great listener. And
our home is absolutely the home of our dreams.

–Jana Temple on the second home recently built for
her and her husband by Paragon Carpentry.

OFFERING A COMPLETE BU ILD ING SERVICE 
• GENERAL CONTRACTING 

• MAJOR RENOVATIONS • ADDIT IONS

www.homesbyparagoncarpentr y.com

(705) 444-3887               paragoncarpentry@rogers.com

AT HOME 
INTERIORS

Functional

Fashionable

Affordable

65 Hurontario St., Collingwood         
705.446.9992

Watch for our beautiful  
new location at  

168 Hurontario St.
opening late Spring.



705.888.2759
scot-build@hotmail.ca 

Scott Young  |  Thornbury

From Cottages to Castles
Scotbuild takes quality and craftsmanship to the next level . . .whether building  
your  dream custom home or  restor ing the love affair  of  your  exist ing home.

S c o t b u i l d
Custom Home Builder - General Contractor w
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Memories made with a Napoleon ®Memories made with a Napoleon 

For over 35 years, Napoleon Home Comfort has been providing Simcoe 
County with home comfort solutions; fi replaces, grills,  furnaces, air conditioning 
and outdoor furniture. Visit our inspiring showroom with over 50 functioning 
fi replaces, an impressive selection of gourmet grills and the only Canadian 
made gas furnaces.  Our experienced, factory trained staff, certifi ed installers, 
no charge in-home consultations and our “won’t be undersold” policy, all come 
together to make your Napoleon experience, comfortable and easy.

Experience the Difference Experience Makes

Affordable fi nancing packages and 24 hour emergency 
service available. OAC, see store for details.

705.721.1214  |  24 Napoleon Road, Hwy 11 & 93  Barrie  | napoleonhomecomfort.com

Mon - Fri 8:30am – 8pm, Sat 9am - 6pm & Sun 11am - 5pm



H
“A true home is one of the most sacred of places. It is a 

sanctuary into which men flee from the world’s perils and 
alarms. It is a resting-place to which at close of day the 
weary retire to gather new strength for the battle and toils of 
tomorrow. It is the place where love learns its lessons, where 
life is schooled into discipline and strength, where character is 
molded. Few things we can do in this world are so well worth 
doing as the making of a beautiful and happy home.”

– J.R. Miller, Home-Making

HOME. IT’S SUCH A SIMPLE, FOUR-LETTER WORD. 
Yet it’s jam-packed with meaning. It’s what some of us spend our entire lives 
searching for… and where most of us find ourselves at the end of the day. 

Home can evoke the most vivid of memories. It can transport us 
to a different place and time. And it can be a sensual reminder of how 
ephemeral life really is. 

For me, home was once my parent’s house, my cabin on the lake, my 
high-rise castle in the city, my mountain abode. Today, my small-town 
Victorian home is where I find balance and inspiration, where I relax in 
comfort, putter in my garden, entertain dear friends and spend time with 
those I love. 

And that includes my precious and faithful companion of 11 years, my 
chocolate lab, Mickey. Last spring, Momma bird nested her babies in a tree 
in my backyard. Fascinated with her comings and goings, Mickey listened 
inquisitively to the chorus of chirping babies, wondering what the heck 
was going on in that hole. We built Momma a stoop to feed her nestlings, 
but Mickey just couldn’t resist getting a closer look inside their home.

I’ve been writing feature articles for OUR HOMES magazines for 
several years. With this spring issue, I’m assuming the position of 
Managing Editor for Southern Georgian Bay. I look forward to working 
with such a talented and creative team… and to featuring your special 
nests in our upcoming issues.

Cheers!
 
 

Jude Wayland, Managing Editor
jude@ourhomesmagazine.com

 Follow us @OurHomesMag

Jude’s dog Mickey
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Prices and specifications correct at press time. Rendering is artist’s concept of a Windfall Bungalow With Loft option E. & O.E. 

Your Windfall is coming
An inspired enclave of detached mountain homes  

next to Blue Mountain Resort

This is everything you’ve always wanted Blue Mountain living to be. Close to the slopes and just a stroll to  
the Village. Set proudly apart yet connected by nature. Distinctive architecture inspired by Georgian Bay  

cabins and mountain chalets. For a limited time, this enclave will be specially priced to make home ownership 
at Blue Mountain achievable today. Register now. Windfall is coming, and that changes everything.

Register now at WindfallatBlue.com
Developed by:

GEORGIAN
INTERNATIONAL 

or call 705-445-0440

Bungalows Bungalows with Lofts
 Starting from $399,900 to over $500,000

Two Storeys

Bungal ow w i t h  l of t

3km To Collingwood

M
ountain R

d. Scandinave Spa

 O
sler Bluff R

d.

Blue Mountain
Village

N
BLU

E  M
O

U
N

TA
I N

S K
I  H

I LL S

HOME FURNISHINGS, 
DÉCOR AND 

DESIGN STUDIO

54 King St. E | Thornbury | 226.665.5550

www.habitatinteriors.ca

INTERIOR DESIGN 
FURNITURE • LIGHTING

HOME DECOR
OUTDOOR LIVING
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H
HOPEFULLY IT’S SAFE TO SAY THAT SPRING HAS SPRUNG! 

I’ve hung up my skiis and snowshoes and hauled out my paddleboard 
and collection of bicycles. I love my bikes and pedalling all over Thornbury. 

Part of my newly expanded role here at OUR HOMES Southern 
Georgian Bay includes finding out what our readers love about our 
magazine. Last issue, I asked readers to let me know which cover they 
preferred. If you recall, the choices came from two completely different 
styles of homes. 

I received all kinds of responses. Some readers loved the kitchen and 
dining area from the spectacular mountain home while others preferred 
the contemporary look of the cover we ultimately selected. 

I put all the responses into a hat and pulled out Vanessa Burgess- 
Mason’s name. Vanessa liked the dining room of the mountain home.

Vanessa wins an outdoor table-top fireburner from At Home Interiors 
(watch for their new downtown Collingwood location soon).

At OUR HOMES, we’re a busy, passionate group and your feedback 
makes producing this all-about homes magazine even more gratifying.

See you soon in our great outdoors! 

Simone Sterio-Risk, Associate Publisher
simone@ourhomesmagazine.com BTMB u i l d i n g  o r  r e n o v a t i n g  y o u r  h o m e ?  O u r  t e a m  o f  e x p e r t s 

a r e  h e r e  t o  h e l p  m a k e  i t  e a s i e r  t h a n  e v e r  t o  a s s i s t  y o u 
i n  y o u r  s e l e c t i o n  o f  t r i m / d o o r s / s t a i r s / r a i l i n g s .

Mon-Fr i  7-5pm Sat 9-3pm 

1.800.265.3465  n  705.739.2200

52 Saunders Rd, Barr ie

www.barr ietr im.com
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BTM BARRIE TRIM &
MOULDINGS INC.

TRIM, DOORS, STAIRS & RAILINGS. OUR SPECIALTY SINCE 1985

BarrieTrim SGB SP13.indd   1 2013-04-10   2:29 PM

TMFull Service Wedding & Event Planning

Lisa On The Hill 
705.351.2228
onthehillconcierge.com

On The Hill Weddings 
Let us help plan your special day!

Find us on facebook
facebook.com/onthehillconcierge

Follow us 
@LisaOnTheHill

Linkedin  
On the Hill Concierge 

40 Bruce St. S., Thornbury  
226.665.8000

434 Beaverdale Rd., Cambridge 
519.658.2540

cgsolidwoodfurniture.com

SOLID WOOD
FURNITURE CO.

bedrooms • diningrooms • entertainment centers • reclaimed 
furniture • bedding • unique giftware • outdoor furniture
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This is a small price to pay. Imagine, when your pasta starts to boil 
over you don’t have to pick up that heavy pot to avoid a nasty mess, 
you simply turn the heat down and it instantly reacts.  

4.	 A popular item that has become more affordable is the microwave 
drawer. With an open kitchen design, you tend to sacrifice upper 
cabinets. Instead, items are placed lower down, like in an island. With 
a microwave, this always posed a challenge. Using a drawer makes it 
easier as you access your food from above. This idea is brilliant.

5.	 Using a sensor (like in a public washroom), a touchless faucet is just 
that – you don’t have to touch it. They are sanitary and convenient for 
little ones. This is ideal for hand washing (because they mix hot and 
cold water) but as your main kitchen faucet, you still have to adjust 
the temperature the old fashioned way.

6.	 A really luxe cabinetry option is the electronic drawer slide. You lightly 
touch the face of your drawer and it will electronically push itself 
out. To close, simply touch the face again and in it will go. No more 
slamming and no more half closed drawers, but beware of the cost!

7.	 LED lighting technology has developed in leaps and bounds. If you 
were hesitant due to the inability to dim your lights and the cold stark 
tone, those problems have been solved. Warm light and dimmable 
bulbs make LED lighting the next generation in all things lit. The bulbs 
are pricey, but you will save big in the long run – they last for years and 
are energy efficient… and fully recyclable too! 

8.	 Stainless steel and glass are not exactly new to the world, but their use 
in a modern setting can be remarkable. A glass or stainless backsplash 
is sleek and seamless (depending on size) making it a clean option 
compared to porous grout lines. Stainless toe kicks (the base of the 
cabinet) create a nice modern detail and glass walls make an otherwise 
dull space reflective and bright. 

9.	 One of my favourite uses for an iPad is as a never-ending recipe book, 
however to use it properly you need a great stand. Try the P2 by Elago 
for a simple and affordable solution. Next time you have a question 
about cooking a roast, the answer will be right in front of you.

10.	Whether cooking for yourself or a group, music is definitely important. 
So for the kitchen, try the Sonos wireless music system. This can be 
loaded onto your tablet (or maybe your fridge!) and connect you with 
any music, radio show or station you can access online. Limitless 
listening. I consider this a must-have (it’s easy to use too).

The key to modernizing your space is to make it work for you. Think 
about how you live in your kitchen and what tools are important to you. 
For myself, it had to be sparse, clean, quick and easy. Translation: My 
appliances have glass fronts for easy cleaning; I installed big, long stainless 
pulls on my drawers for easy access; and my tablet became a permanent 
kitchen fixture. The only trouble is keeping it on the counter, and not in 
the hands of the kids!  OH

Thanks to Tom Macdonald of BrandSource Canada for his help in writing this column.

MODERN kitchens
I’m building a new home and giving a lot of 
thought to my kitchen. Can you help me with some 
current ideas for new appliances and generally 
modernizing my space? – Donna

Designer Stephanie Redmond 
answers your questions.

a d v i c e

THE MODERN KITCHEN
A kitchen has a lot of moving parts and when discussing technology 

we tend to focus on appliances. However, there are a few other ways to 
make your kitchen look modern and benefit from progress or changes 
in design.

Here is my Top 10 List of Kitchen Advances (including appliances) 
that will help you cook and entertain with ease:
1.	 Refrigeration. One new development is to make our fridges “smart” 

so to speak. LCD screens on the outside are compatible with apps for 
note taking, scheduling and viewing recipes. Say goodbye to sticky 
notes and magnets, and hello to a built-in information station. Some 
of the more mainstream brands are also including higher end options 
like LED lights, which really jazz up the interior.

2.	 In oven technology, one of the biggest changes is the rise in popularity 
of steam ovens. Injecting moisture into cooking will certainly keep 
meats moist, but these ovens also claim to reduce cooking time 
significantly. One drawback is the lack of browning you get with a 
traditional oven. However with that added time you can pop your 
chicken into your traditional oven for a quick broil.

3.	 With virtually no waiting time and absolute control, induction 
technology has changed the world of electric cooktops. The energy 
savings alone make up for the minor inconvenience of a glass surface 
(which is not resistant to scratching) and the need for magnetic pots. 
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It’s all in the details

Creemore   |   705 466 2007   |   belscape.com

belmont_sp13.indd   1 13-04-22   10:58 AM
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The authentic look of cedar  
     with lifetime performance.

T
Contact us or a free no obligation quote, 
or for a list of completed Enviroshake® projects near you.

1.866.255.5068   |   info@austinroofing.ca   |   austinroofing.ca

There’s no job too BIG or too small.
Whether it be a small job or building a new home, Austin Roofing can assist you in determining the 
amount of material needed and the cost of your unique project. Just stop in with some details of your 
project, or supply us with the blue prints, and we’ll get back to you with a quote as soon as possible.

We are now offering FINANCING!
12 months NO PAYMENTS! 6 months NO INTEREST!

Enviroshake® 
composite roofing provides homeowners with 
the authentic look of cedar, with lifetime performance. 
Enviroshake® is made from 95% recycled materials, 
is maintenance free, and is backed by a lifetime fully transferable warranty, providing you with peace of mind.

The Enviroshake® Advantage:
Enviroshake® offers protection from strong winds, up to 290 km/h.
Enviroshake® is not susceptible to moss, mold, and mildew.
Enviroshake® is durable – You can walk on it and hail won’t damage it.
Enviroshake® is not damaged by UV exposure.
Enviroshake® comes with a lifetime, fully transferable warranty.
Enviroshake® is manufactured in Ontario, Canada.
Enviroshake® offers the authentic look of cedar with maintenance free lifetime performance!

www.enviroshake.com

Austin_SP13.indd   1 13-04-23   3:31 PM



PHOTOGRAPHY  BY  BONN I E  FOX

Spring is all about blue skies and green 
grass. Add a pop of green and blue to refresh 
any room in your home. 

1  JONNA’S RUSTIC INTERIORS

Vintage Rattan Sofa
This sophisticated vintage rattan 
sofa is more than 70 years old, which 
means it was handcrafted using only 
the best natural materials. Jonna 
added new, custom cushions to add 
a fresh, new look to an old favourite. 

796466 Blue Mountain Rd., Craigleith  
705.444.0838 | www.jonnas.com

2  NIFTY’S GROOVY GOODNESS

Wall Clock
An Ergo Quartz fine timepiece for your 
wall keeps you on time and in fashion.  
This clock goes by the name of Betty. 
It has a silent, sweep movement and a 
retro, modern look. 

263 Main St., Stayner 
705.428.2790 | www.niftys.ca

3  KAON FURNITURE

Lingerie Chest
This six-drawer chest is handcrafted in 
Stayner from solid pine. We love white, 
but it comes in a range of custom 
finishes. Kaon also makes incredible 
bunk beds and other well-priced 
furniture.

7446 County Rd. 91, Stayner 
705.428.0866 | www.kaonfurniture.ca 

4  GEORGIAN CUSTOM DÉCOR

Fabric
Visit this gem of a shop for all your 
upholstery, custom bedding, window 
treatment and fabric needs. Bring in 
something old and take it home brand 
new. What more could you ask for? 

194418 Grey Rd. 13, Eugenia 
519.924.1907 | www.georgiancustomdecor.com

5  DRAGONFLY DÉCOR

Cushions 
Add some pizzazz to your sofa or chairs 
with these lively toss cushions. Mr. 
Owl looks smart alongside chevrons in 
bright hues. Dragonfly has lots more to 
choose from too. 

137 Hurontario St., Collingwood 
705.444.1712 | www.dragonflydecor.ca

6  KNIGHTS’ HOME  
BUILDING CENTRE 

Bath Rugs 
Feel comfy and warm underfoot with 
a super-soft bath rug in either blue or 
green. Refresh your bathroom with new 
luxurious towels to match your new rug. 

206532 Hwy. 26, East of Meaford 
519.538.2000 | www.homehardware.ca

BLUES & GREENS

Continued on page 30
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7  ROBINSON’S PAINT  
AND WALLPAPER

Wall Paper And Paint
Everyone has a room in need of 
a new look. Peacock Blue and 
Jalapeno Pepper by Benjamin 
Moore look marvelous with Field 
Poppies – Amy Butler’s colourful 
wallpaper. Your decorating experts 
are waiting to help at Robinson’s.

129 Hurontario St., Collingwood 
705.445.0601 | www.robinsonspaint.ca

8  RED CANOE GALLERY

Folk Carving
This little guy is a perfect off-season 
conversation piece for any Toronto 
Maple Leafs fan. It’s the work of 
David Trant, a painter/carver whose 
work is often described as East 
Coast Folk Art meets Bugs Bunny. 

183 Marsh St., Clarksburg 
519.599.3575 | www.redcanoegallery.com

9  HOME FURNITURE 
& APPLIANCES

Accent Chair 
There’s room for two in this inviting 
chair-and-a-half. The blue-grey 
custom fabric is super-hard wearing 
and covers a Canadian-made 
hardwood frame. The matching sofa 
fits the rest of the family.

101 Pretty River Pkwy., Collingwood 
705.446.3456 
www.collingwoodhomefurniture.com  OH
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The
Arrowhead

Collection

Four exceptional mountain homes 
located in the heart of Ontario’s

four season playground.

www.solcorpdevelopments.com

Solcorp_bleed_SP13.indd   1 13-04-23   2:02 PM

ADVERTISING INQUIRIES & SALES, PLEASE CONTACT:

It’s not often you get more than you pay for, but 
when you advertise in OUR HOMES, you get 

more than you pay for every time!

MORE than 
you paid for?

Simone Sterio-Risk 705.888.1959  
simone@ourhomesmagazine.com

Suzanne Strong 519.538.4528  
suzanne@ourhomesmagazine.com

•	FREE	listing	in	our	online	directory,	which	enhances	
your	business’s	online	presence	and	directs	google-
searchers	to	your	company...	FREE

•	FREE	ad	placement	on	our	online	“Flip	magazine”	as	
well	as	free	placement	in	our	mobile	PDF	magazine,	
with	a	free	link	to	your	company’s	website...FREE

•	FREE	listing	in	our	Home	Resource	Directory,	which	
connects	 you	 with	 customers	 who	 are	 looking	 for	
your	service...FREE

•	Ask	 us	 how	 we	 can	 connect	 your	 business	 to	 our	
readers	in	a	more	personal	way

•	Ask	us	how	we	can	boost	your	business’s	advertising	
impact	into	specific	areas	of	our	superior	distribution

•	Ask	us	how	we	can	put	your	company	in	front	of	a	
targeted	audience	from	around	the	province

M I D  S U M M E R / S E P T  2 0 1 2

www.ourhomesmagazine.com
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Kitchener-Waterloo-Cambridge
*Now Providing Sales and Service to Collingwood Area

519.658.5167
Guelph: (519) 766-4130 • Brantford: (519) 751-0015

info@winserdoors.com • www.winserdoors.com

Choosing the Perfect Garage Door Has Never Been Easier!

• High Quality Craftsmanship 

• Our designers will help you
   customize your door.
• Widest Variety of Designs to suit the 
    Style and Colour of your Home in
    Metal, Wood or Fiberglass.

• Our doors aren’t just made in 
   Canada, they’re made in ONTARIO

PATRICK B. COULTER & ASSOCIATES INC.
CUSTOM HOMES & CHALETS

705-444-6000

G Dardens by esignDESIGN | BUILD     

T. 519.599.7736    C. 705.351.9380

 www.relianceyanchheating.com

™   “Reliance”, “Homes Run Better on Reliance” and the Reliance “Home” logo are trademarks of Reliance Comfort Limited Partnership.

	 	BCIN Certified - we handle the Design, 
Permits and Installation

	 	Geothermal Specialists - over 700 
systems installed

	 	Ductwork Experts - custom ductwork to 
suit any project

	 	In-floor hydronic heat specialists including 
zoning and exterior snow melt

	 	24/7 after sale technical support

Custom Home 
HVAC Experts:

Two locations to serve you:

Visit our Geothermal showroom 
at our Barrie location

BARRIE  
705-728-5406
COLLINGWOOD  
705-445-5670

8269-RHC_CustomHomes_YanchAd_OurHomes.indd   1 13-01-11   2:51 PM



IIn this day and age where countless 
people l ive in cramped residentia l 
subdivisions, many underestimate their 
potential for a beautiful backyard. Most 
would look at these postage-stamp 
yards as a downfall, but on the contrary, 
there are some wonderful advantages to 
having a small outdoor space. The first 
being that your results will be almost 
instantaneous! Plus, your maintenance 
will be undemanding, and the cost less 
significant. Read on to ensure maximum 
us e  a nd  i mpact  f r om  you r  s m a l l  
garden space. 

THE DESIGN: 
The Patio: Straight lines make the best use of patio space, plus feel clean 
and modern. Hard, straight lines are easily softened by plant materials. 
However, if curvature is a must, choosing gentle arching lines will 
maximize your usable space. While it seems contrary, large pavers can 
make a patio feel more spacious, especially in tight areas. To further this 
illusion, place pavers on the diagonal. All stone fades over time so the 
colour that matches today may not in years to come. Neutrals are always 
the best colour option as they won’t overwhelm a small patio area.

PHOTOS  AND  STORY  BY  MELAN I E  REKOLA

i d e a s

GREATGarden design
FOR SMALL SPACES

Continued on page 36

Some people have a pool in their backyard... but your short game is better. 

WWW.IKESTURF.COM    705.606.1477

Untitled-2   1 13-04-15   5:02 PM
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Trees, Trees, Trees: All good year-round garden planning begins with  
evergreens and deciduous trees as it is these elements that will carry your 
garden through those desolate winter months. Think slender evergreen 
trees such as Emerald Cedar. Cedar has the wonderful benefit of being 
extremely malleable in pruning so it easily fits in tight spaces where privacy 
or a vertical element is needed. Single trunk, open habit, or small statured 
deciduous trees are the best choice in tight spaces. They can be easily pruned 
beneath to create living space and also generate a lovely ceiling effect. I adore 
Eastern Redbud, Pin Oak, and Sunburst Honey Locust.

High Impact Shrubs and Perennials: The grouping of shrubs and 
perennials is always a good approach as it gives the eye a rest before 
moving on to the next texture or colour. Long blooming Little Lamb 
hydrangea and repeat blooming Bloomerang dwarf lilac are good shrub 
options. For perennials, repeat blooming daylilies and the incredible long/
repeat blooming Orion Cranesbill are fine selections. Consider choosing 
a strategically placed larger specimen shrub/small tree such as Betty 
Magnolia or Summer Gold Corna Kousa Dogwood in a part of the garden 
that can be hidden. Gardens are meant to be explored, therefore a bit of 
mystery lends to a space feeling larger. 

Don’t Forget The Vines: Another way to maximize vertical elements 
without sacrificing precious living space is by planting vines. Consider the 
large-leafed Dutchman’s Pipe to mask an unsightly wall or fine textured 
Trumpet Vine to train up your latticework. I always say, “when you need 
a quick fix, plant a vine.” Sadly, they are much underused and are often 
forgotten in a garden altogether. 

Focal Point: A focal point such as a garden sculpture or water feature 
can be just the thing to punch up the wow factor and make a little yard 
seem more spacious. Perhaps some ornamental boulders placed randomly 
throughout the garden would be appropriate, which can double as a casual 
seating spot or make-shift table.

TIPS AND BEYOND
Play With Perspectives: Perspectives can do much to make a petite space 
feel bigger. Give the illusion of depth by placing large-leafed/brightly 
coloured plants towards the entry and cool tones/fine textures towards 

the back. Try a specimen or grouping of the trendy and mysterious black 
plants in a far corner, such as Black Lace Elder or Purple Emperor Sedum.

Use All Land: Consider making use of your front or side yard. Installing 
a seating area/garden in these places is an efficient utilization of space.  
The trick to making these open areas feel comfortable is to provide the 
proper privacy needed. Plant materials, a screen or a combination of both 
are the tools needed to achieve this. Maximize useable space and forgo 
lawn altogether, if possible. Lawn only looks good “en masse” plus it’s 
useless and high maintenance to have chopped up bits of lawn scattered 
here and there.

Keep It Simple, Stupid: Continuity will be achieved by composing a 
small plant list and using repetition. Be stringent with plant choices and 
sow only what has at least two of these attributes listed: interesting bark, 
attractive leaves, berries, flowers, seed pods, fall colour, appealing texture 
and form. A common mistake many make is to choose upon flower alone. 
Choosing the multiple attributes listed will ensure your garden’s beauty 
throughout the seasons.

 On a less serious note, spring is here! In Canada, our season is short 
and time precious. Do your due diligence and plan now. You can get to the 
fun parts faster. Then off to the nursery with you!  OH

Making use of a 
sculpture or water 
feature helps to create 
a focal point for your 
garden design.

Narrow-growth trees 
such as Emerald 
Cedar can fit in a tight 
space, soften your 
hard-scape and add 
winter interest.

i d e a s

greentree
GARDENS & EMPORIUM

• Open Daily
• Locally grown quality  
annuals & perennials

• Large selection of trees & shrubs
• Home decor

11555 Hwy 26 W Collingwood 705.444.2146
Contact Jerry Patten

 705.444.6186    info@lpattenandsons.ca

L. Patten & Sons
Quality Custom Homes Since 1958

www.lpattenandsons.ca

L. Patten & Sons specializes in custom-built  
homes and chalets in and around the Georgian Bay area. 

Let over 50 years of experience building custom  
homes work to build you the home of your dreams.
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T
ARRANGE THE EXCHANGE
•	 JOIN A REPUTABLE EXCHANGE PROGRAM. You 

will likely have to pay a fee to list your home. For 
example, www.homelink.org/canada charges $150 
for a basic one-year membership. 

•	 PUT TIME ON YOUR SIDE. You’re not just booking 
a hotel, so start planning well ahead of when you 
actually want to travel.

•	 BE FLEXIBLE. The more date ranges you put out 
there - for example two or three weeks between July 
1 and August 31 and two weeks between February 15 
and March 31 - the more likely you’ll find an appealing 
exchange. Don’t limit your destinations. Even 
though you’ve always wanted to see Tuscany, that 
dreamy California cottage might be available exactly 
when you are able to travel. Consider travelling to 
spots where house exchanges are popular, such as 
Australia, New Zealand, Western Europe, New York, 
and North America’s West Coast.

•	 SING YOUR OWN PRAISES, especially if you do not 
live in a popular tourist destination. Maybe you’re 
not in downtown Toronto, but you are offering a 
spacious property with a backyard pool. Stress the 
big city is within easy driving distance of your place 
and describe the many other fun day trips nearby. 

•	 EMAIL POTENTIAL EXCHANGE PARTNERS. Get 
to know individuals, as well as you can online, to 

see if you click. Some sites provide client reviews of 
exchange homes and families. 

•	 GET IT IN WRITING. Most programs provide 
an exchange agreement signed by both parties 
covering issues such as utility expenses and any 
domestic responsibilities such as pet care and  
grass cutting. 

PREPARE YOUR HOME
•	 CLEAN UP.  Make sure your place is spic and span, and 

the beds are made with freshly laundered linens. Leave a 
change of sheets. Provide two sets of towels per person.

•	 REMOVE CLUTTER. Pack away precious belongings 
and free up some dresser drawers and closet space. 

•	 PROVIDE A MANUAL of how things work in your 
home. Leave the name of a neighbour or handyman 
who can be called in an emergency. 

•	 MAKE SURE YOUR INSURANCE IS UP TO DATE 
and that your policy covers any damage done in your 
absence. This is especially important if your exchange 
partner will be driving your vehicle. Insurers will like 
the fact that your home is occupied in your absence.

•	 PROVIDE A TOURIST INFORMATION FILE and 
maps for your guests. 

•	 LEAVE A SMALL WELCOME GIFT such as a nice 
bottle of wine or a few gourmet treats.

i d e a s

The biggest investment you will ever make is your home, and if you like to travel you can use your property as a kind of 
vacation currency. In fact, you can eliminate a chunk of your travel costs simply by exchanging your home with someone 
who can offer theirs to you for the same period of time in a place you want to go, say, France, Australia or San Francisco. 
In short, you’re house swapping. It’s not really a new idea, given one of the oldest vacation home exchange organizations, 
HomeLink International, has been around since 1953. But when the Internet transformed our lives not so long ago, and 
the economy tightened up, home exchange programs blossomed. Now, potential exchangers can communicate directly 
with each other in seconds, posting and previewing thousands of alluring vacation property pictures with a simple click. 
In fact, Google Maps will take you right to the front door of pretty much any property you want to check out. 

If the house swap idea appeals to you, first ask yourself: Am I a trusting and trustworthy individual who is 
relaxed and easy-going? We all know from experience that beautiful pictures don’t necessarily tell the whole story. 
John Mesinger, of the website www.homeexchangeguru.com, says, “There will be problems and glitches, and you 
must accept these gracefully.” Although he and his family are veterans, having participated in 12 vacation exchanges 
worldwide, he adds, “When you arrive in a strange home in a strange place, it takes you a while to get used to the 
home, its quirks, and the region.”

Still thinking of those dollars you’ll save? The chance to live like a local in another culture? Spacious quarters, 
rather than cramped hotel rooms? If the answer is yes, follow these steps... and start packing!

BY  MARY  HATT  //  I L LUSTRAT ION  BY  SHE I LA  BR I TTON

vacation
HOUSE SWAPS

Your chances of arranging a great exchange are better if you own a vacation property, especially one in a popular 
tourist destination. And because it’s not your primary residence, you won’t have to worry as much about finding 
exact dates that work for both partners in the exchange. 

If your best surprise is no surprise, house swapping may not be your ticket. If, however, you’re the type who 
prefers new experiences to predictable ones, you’ll likely find the exchange exciting and a great way to enjoy the 
comforts of another home... almost as much as your own.  OH
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C A N A D I A N  O W N E D  A N D  O P E R A T E D

New Countertops as Easy as ...

In a hurry? We can install as early as ten days from your template 
date. Our experienced Technicians will ensure a perfect fit.

When you come into Di Pietra Design be sure to bring with you a birds eye view drawing of your project and 
the measurements. This way we can ensure to give you a complete and accurate quote with no surprises.    

Di Pietra Design offers the largest selection of natural and  
man-made stones. You can hand pick quality slabs at our location 
and we will provide you with a quote at unbeatable prices.

Bring Us your Project

Custom Select Your Material

Enjoy your New Counter top

11 2
2

3
3

672 Welham Rd
Barrie, ON

1.855.727.0096
www.dipietradesign.com   

DiPietra half GB SP13.indd   1 2013-02-21   9:07 AM

since 1980

CUSTOM BUILT HOMES x RENOVATIONS

EXCEPTIONAL CRAFTSMANSHIP
SUPERIOR RESULTS...EVERY TIME

VALLEYVIEW CONSTRUCTION
PAUL ROGERS x 519.599.3694 x progers@valleyviewconstruction.com x www.valleyviewconstruction.com

CARPET • HARDWOOD • LAMINATE • CERAMIC TILES
WINDOWS ’N BLINDS • AREA RUGS • SHUTTERS

705.445.2166 2808 Hwy 124, Duntroon 

519.538.2166 334 Sykes Street, Unit 4, in Meaford

www.deansrugland.com

Each of the 100 Carpet One Floor & Home stores across Canada 
are locally owned and operated, offering exceptional service 
and the best warranties in the business. When your floor 
matters, count on Deans Carpet One Floor & Home.

Celebrating 50 Years!

4473 County Road 124 S, Collingwood
705.445.6665 • 1.877.985.3667

Mon - Thurs 9am - 6pm, Fri 9am - 8pm, Sat 9:30am - 6pm, Sun 11am - 5pm

Phil Macdonald Lindsay Macdonald-Brooks Matthew Macdonald

COLLINGWOOD

Leon's_SP13.indd   1 13-04-03   4:19 PM



OCTAGONAL ZEN BY  JUDE  WAYLAND
PHOTOGRAPHY  BY  JASON  HARTOG

Before building the new 
addition, the Bush family 
spent most of their time 
watching movies or TV in 
front of the fireplace. Now 
the family of four gravitates 
to the open-concept bridge 
area, which feels like a 
screened-in room, where 
they play guitar, read, and 
enjoy morning coffee or 
cocktails with friends.
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SSometimes, when you step 
across the threshold into 
someone’s abode for the 
very first time, it feels like 
you’ve been there before. 
Because it feels like home. 

Many elements make a house a home and 
it’s hard to pinpoint which ones evoke that 
warm and welcoming feeling. Maybe it’s the 
architectural design or the space itself. Perhaps 
it’s the way the light shines in or something 
about the décor. Could it be the homeowners? 
Maybe it’s a combination of several things… or 
all of the above.

Matthew and Gabrielle Bush own such a 
home. It took them five years to find. And five 
minutes to buy. The year was 2002. A For Sale 
sign had just gone up, the property had yet to 
be listed, and they were the only ones to tour it. 
But the Toronto couple knew right away that 
this was one special home.

It was a very unusual little house because it 
was shaped like an octagon, and featured four pods 
in the main living space (2 bedrooms, a bathroom, 
and a kitchen). The original building was a 1,100 
sq. ft. Austin Powers-style ski chalet, built in 1976, 
complete with shagadelic orange carpet, silver 
support column and sunken, in-the-round vintage 
fireplace. Sunlight streamed in the windows; a 

verdant forest beckoned at every angle. 
Initially, the two-bedroom, one 

bathroom Thornbury cottage was a tight 
squeeze for the family of four, but they 
made it work, bunk beds and all, while 
they felt out the space and land, and took 
their time designing an addition. Their 
small, pie-shaped lot (wider at the back) 
proved to be an ideal configuration to add 
a complementary wing to the octagon.

Stunning paintings by 
Owen Sound artist Drew 
Harris add a splash of 
vivid colour throughout 
the home – a lovely 
contrast to Gabrielle’s 
clean and simple white 
walls. OPPOSITE, TOP 
LEFT: While renos were 
underway, someone 
penciled on the Bushes’ 
door: “Mark Brown doesn’t 
build houses. He builds 
pianos”, in reference 
to how the contractor 
created a ‘tight fit’ in the 
home. BOTTOM LEFT: A 
sketch by Redman Watson 
Design Consultants 
illustrates the proposed 
additions to the existing 
octagon on the Bushes’ 
pie-shaped lot. BOTTOM 
RIGHT: Before (inset)…
and after. DJ Peat Roofing 
& Sheet Metal Ltd. 
installed a flat roof on the 
addition, and the Bushes 
sourced out a unique, 
ripple-glass commercial 
garage door that actually 
glows when the house is lit 
up at night. 

Continued on page 47
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“We always knew exactly what we wanted to do with this place,” says 
Gabrielle. “It was a really, really positive space. It was basic, with a modern 
vibe and beautiful views to the forest.”

Ten years later, the transformation began. The Bushes worked closely 
with local builder, Mark Brown of A.M Contracting, who previously 
renovated the home. Singhampton design consultant Jo Redman 
(Redman Watson) sketched the couple’s open-concept ideas into reality. 

“We started renovating in September 2011,” says Brown, “and we built 
a funky bedroom addition. Both Gabrielle and Matthew knew exactly 
what they wanted, and were 100 per cent involved in the whole process.”

The Bushes re-did the floors in the original cottage (brushed-stained 
oak from Floorcrafters), replaced all the windows and walkouts 
(Strassburger 4000 series from Cedarport Window & Door Centre 
Inc.), as well as the exterior siding, moved the front door and replaced 
old fixtures with more industrial, LED track lighting. 

“It’s a very different layout,” explains Matthew. “When we renovated, 
we wanted to maximize the shape of the lot, keep the feel of the inside, 
preserve the octagon and just add on to it.” 

Today’s new 1,400 sq. ft. pod adds a modern, industrial feel to the home. 
The wing features a spectacular master bedroom with open en suite, two 
bedrooms, joined by a funky little music room, and a shared bathroom for 
the couple’s teenagers, Ali and Max. 

The couple wanted their master bedroom to feel like they were 
sleeping in the forest. Simple, Japanese-style paper shades grace 
the floor-to-ceiling windows. OPPOSITE TOP: The bedroom pod 
features a long hallway into the master bedroom and en suite, 
offering a spectacular view of the surrounding forest. Commercial 
track lighting and industrial hardware on the walk-in door add 
a sleek, contemporary look. BOTTOM: The master en suite is 
Matthew and Gabrielle’s private sanctuary, where they wanted 
to create a spa-type feel. A simple feature wall, tiled in Quartzite 
Grey Strip Mosaic, separates the bathroom from the bedroom in 
this airy, open-concept space.

Continued on page 48
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A unique, 12-foot wide bridge joins the old pod with the new in 
spectacular style. It’s all about the windows and the view. “The bridge 
was totally dictated by putting the bedroom wing as close to the opposite 
property line, because it’s a pie-shaped lot,” explains Matthew. He opted to 
forego all window trim, giving the drywall returns a clean, commercial look.

“We wanted the house to have a sense of light and space, but we didn’t 
want it to be cold because it’s all about family,” says Gabrielle. “We wanted 
our kids to have a forever home to come home to, but there’s definitely an 
industrial aspect to the design.”

Floor-to-ceiling windows bathe the master bedroom in natural light. 
Says Gabrielle, “we wanted our bedroom to feel like we were sleeping in 
the forest.” A sizable walk-in closet showcases a sliding, frosted glass door 
with exposed futuristic-like industrial hardware. 

RIGHT: Says Matthew, “We sleep and work in 
Toronto. We live and play in Thornbury.” Both 
Matthew and Gabrielle spend as much time as 
possible in their newly renovated home. BOTTOM 
RIGHT: Everything in the Bush home is simple and 
functional. The space is well thought out, and a 
minimalist décor lends a spacious feel to the design. 
BELOW: Aside from re-doing the floors, everything 
inside the octagon was preserved, and because of 
the home’s unique shape, Gabrielle says it’s super 
easy to spot on Google Earth.

Continued on page 50

B R O K E R A G E

Real  Estate  Corporat ion

ExecuTeamAdvantage . com

Emma Baker 

Karen Poshtar 

Sherry Rioux 

Broker

Broker, S R E S

705 444 .3989

705 443. 2793

Se l l ingCol l ingwood . com

Col l ingwoodHomes . ca

Se l l ingBlueMountain . com

for  addi t ional  l i s t ings  &  deta i l
V IS IT  OUR WEBSITES 

Advantage of Three
the 

Three times the experience,
Three times the prospective buyers,
Three times the results!

Sales Representative
A B R ,  S R E S

705  443.0351

C L A I R W O O D  R e a l  E s t a t e  C o r p o r a t i o n  B r o k e r a g e 705 445. 7085
4 1  H u r o n t a r i o  S t . ,  C o l l i n g w o o d

75 NORTH ALBERT LANE 
$1,295,000

152 & 154 GEORGIAN BEACH RD. S.
$499,000

225 ST. ARNAUD ST., EUGENIA 
$315,000

378 MARINER’S WAY
$229,000

63 GEORGIAN MANOR DRIVE
$1,149,000

EXECUTEAM_SP13.indd   1 13-03-29   9:51 AM

48  o u r h o m e s   s p r i n g   2 0 1 3

h o m e  &  b u i l d e r



The home is simply and tastefully decorated by Gabrielle. All the 
walls are white, and the interior space beautifully reflects the outside 
environment. “The best thing about this house is the spectacular view 
down the long hallway to the master bedroom.”

“There’s something very feng shui about this octagon,” says Gabrielle. 
“It’s something about the energy flow.”

So what’s with octagons? For thousands of years, this unique, eight-
sided architectural shape symbolized regeneration, rebirth, and renewal. 
To Buddhists, it meant completion. To the Chinese, it symbolized good 
luck and completeness. 

Octagons offer several advantages: they enclose space more efficiently 
than a standard square, on average, offering 20 per cent more space than a 
square with the same perimeter, and they maximize external wall surface, 
decreasing heat loss and gain. Octagonal designs offer panoramic views 
and easier orientation on the building site. “Acoustically, audio quality is 
best in an octagonal-shaped room,” adds Matthew.

ABOVE: A fresh bouquet and 
colourful accessories from 
Paperwhite Flowers, and a 
decadent lemon meringue pie 
from the Thornbury Bakery 
brighten up the dining room.
TOP RIGHT: Artist Drew Harris, 
an occasional guest at the Bush 
cottage, gifted the family a 
humorous sketch of cottage life, 
which hangs in a prominent place 
in the kitchen beside a whimsical 
wrought-iron sculpture purchased 
in a local Thornbury shop.
RIGHT: A view from the bridge 
to the octagon. The Bushes have 
plans to renovate the original 
kitchen and bathroom, which the 
family of four shared for 10 years. 

Continued on page 52
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“We didn’t want this modern space to be cold, because it’s a family 
home, but we don’t treat it like a formal place,” says Gabrielle. “We live 
here. Kids have friends over. They play music. The yappy dog runs around 
and we want that family warmth to come through.” 

Which it does. Loud and clear. Today, for some strange reason, 
everyone on the street seems to gravitate to the Bush home. 

Could it be the magic of the octagon?  OH

SOURCE GUIDE
Allite Electrical Contracting, 

A.M Contracting, Bumstead 

Brothers Plumbing & Heating 

Ltd., Cedarport Window & 

Door Centre Inc., Chapple’s 

E x c a v a t i o n ,  D . J .  P e a t 

Roofing & Sheet Metal Ltd., 

Drew Harris, Floorcrafters, 

Georgian Highlands Overhead 

D o o r,  G o r i l l a  G u t t e r s , 

J.E.M. Door Co. Ltd., Living 

Lighting, Naturally Green 

Landscaping Ltd., Paperwhite 

Flowers, Porters Concrete 

Contracting, Redman Watson, 

The Thornbury Bakery Café, 

Thornbury Home Hardware 

Building Centre

ABOVE: Privacy at last! The couple’s son 
Max finally has his own spacious bedroom, 
which is flooded with natural light.
RIGHT: Daughter Ali relaxes on her bed, 
delighted to have neighbours her age 
living just across the street.

705.443.8406   
www.blakefarrowproject.ca

Custom Homes, Chalets & Renovations

So many possibilities...

With a passion for craftsmanship, design and  
installation to the very last blade of grass

• 5-year guarantee on all hardscapes •

519.538.9991
www.gordonjleecelandscapes.ca

A Proud Member of Landscape Ontario
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We offer a wide variety of quality products & services.  
From annuals to trees to outdoors products 

...and everything in between.  
Come and take a look at what we have to offer  

or contact us today.

Delivery and Installation Available.  
Please Contact Us For More Info.

Visit our online store.

453897 Grey Rd. 2 Maxwell
519.922.1479

www.maxwellgardencenter.com

206532 Highway 26, East of Meaford • 519.538.2000

E L E VAT E  Y O U R  D É C O R
PAINT ISN’T THE ONLY THING THAT CAN

B R I G H T E N  U P  A  R O O M .

Accordia™ Cellular Shades. The perfect 
place to begin your decorating journey. LEVOLOR.CA

G E T  I N S P I R E D  @
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EXCELLENCE

 OPEN TO THE PUBLIC 

From sinks, countertops, vanities, fixtures, tubs  
and more...we are your destination for your  
bathroom renovation and upgrade needs.

See I t. Feel I t. Tr y I t.
See the colours. Feel the textures. You can even  

turn on the taps, tubs, and rainshowers.

Just Add Water!

Showroom 84 High St, Collingwood, ON

705  444  2100
georgiandesigncentre.ca



THE STYLE: Touted as a destination store, Habitat stocks an array of 

tasteful treasures, ranging from oversized statement pieces to trendy 

trinkets that will delight the most travelled and experienced customer. 

“This is not just a high-end store,” says Christine, emphasizing that 

Habitat works to develop a partnership with customers. “Meeting the 

customer, carefully listening to their needs and preferences is key to a 

long-lasting successful partnership.” Products include everything from 

Dash and Albert rugs to Fatboy Furniture. Habitat also offers its own 

line of upholstery with over 500 samples to choose from to customize 

Canadian-made, solid-wood furniture delivered within four to six weeks.

SEASONAL: Refreshing their stock every season, Habitat is ready 

for the outdoors with an eclectic mix of beautiful and functional patio 

furniture from Canadian companies Hauser and Mountain House. 

Both lines are exceptional and offer outdoor furniture in a variety of 

materials and price points. For accessories, a collection of plant pods, 

urns, old-fashioned rocking chairs and reclaimed Muskoka chairs 

adorn the patio to suit a variety of styles at an affordable price-point. 

WHAT’S HOT: GurglePot, a whimsical stoneware water pitcher 

that produces a delightful gurgle sound when poured, comes in 

a variety of colours and two sizes for the perfect hostess gift. 

“Everyone should have one or two of them,” says Christine. Habitat 

also carries Pick Up Sticks, a fabulous handmade jewelry line that 

includes charms and collages. And check out their all-natural soap 

and bath line from Farmhouse and soy candle line from Ontario 

maker Whitewater Premium Candle Co. 

WHERE: 54 King St. E.,Thornbury

226.665.5550, www.habitatinteriors.ca  OH

THE PLACE: Stemming from her world travels and passion for design, Christine 

Pritchard has opened Thornbury’s Habitat Interiors Inc. The stunning store boasts 

over 5,500 sq. ft. of unique indoor and outdoor home décor. “All areas of interior 

design are tackled with exquisite style, from the smallest detail to the entire home,” 

says Christine. “We also provide space planning, colour consultation, window 

coverings, lighting, flooring as well as interior decorations and staging.” With a 

wonderful variety of furniture and home décor products, Christine and her design 

team, which includes the talented Monika Lorimer, will personalize your vision to 

create a personal, unique environment for every home.

WHEREstyle LIVES
BY  JUL I E  S IMMONDS

PHOTOGRAPHY  BY  BONN I E  FOX
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THORNBURY
27 Arthur Street West (Hwy 26)

Thornbury

519-599-2136

COLLINGWOOD
330 First Street (Hwy 26)

Collingwood

705-445-5520

MEAFORD
96 Sykes Street North (Hwy 26)
Meaford

519-538-5755

www.locationsnorth.com
See our listings on pages 15, 59, 61 & 115 or online at

Personal | Professional | Progressive
Real Estate Services

Thinking of Real Estate?
Follow Us… “Buyers by nature 
tend to be critical; they’re spending a lot of 
money, and a home is a financial investment but 
it’s also an emotional one. 
Surveys tell us that 65% of Buyers want a home 
that is either move-in ready or they want one with 
only minor cosmetic repairs.” To read the rest 
of this blog, visit www.locationsnorth.com
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FOR SALE

Collingwood: 705-445-5520

Meaford: 519-538-5755
Thornbury: 519-599-2136

* Sales Representative    ** Broker    *** Broker of Record

™

™

™

EXCEPTIONAL HOME!
Beautifully finished living/entertaining 
space surrounded by nature close to 
town, skiing and golf.  
$1,375,000  MLS® 20130700  
Call Doug Beaumont**  705-606-1046 

BEAUTIFUL BUILD
Under Construction - interiors complete 

by spring! 4890 sq ft home at base of 
Alpine Ski Hills  

$1,595,000  MLS® 20130225
Call Holly Stone*  705-888-5775 

COLLINGWOODVIEW.COM
Panoramic views! Log & stone home set 
on 47 idyllic acres. Incl. landing strip for 
private plane.  
$2,950,000  MLS® 20130795  
Call Marla Simon*  705-994-2353 

BUNGALOW + SHOP
2500 sq ft ranch-style bungalow + 30 x 40 
work-shop. On the outskirts of Meaford, 

near the Bay.  
$399,900  MLS® 20122124

Call Mike Poetker*  519-373-2098

MEAFORD CENTURY HOME
Great use of wood and many recent 
upgrades make for a most interesting & 
attractive property.  
$272,500  MLS® 20130772  
Call Rod MacAlpine*  519-372-7737 

CRAIGLEITH WATERFRONT!
A Masterpiece in the forest! Custom 

designed, 6 bdrms, 4.5 baths, 120 ft sandy 
beach. For V T Visit www.chriskeleher.ca  

$1,995,000  MLS® 20131806
Call Chris Keleher**  705-888-4624

$849,000
MLS® 20124719

BEAUTIFUL WATERFRONT
4 bedroom executive style home. Over 100 ft 

frontage, beach & firepit area.

Call Ian Hawkins** 705-446-5136

$399,000
MLS® 20122884

STEPS TO GOLFING!
Amazing new home - 4 bedrooms, 3 baths, vaulted 
ceilings and upgraded thru-out.

Call Jim Gray*  519-270-9577

$1,495,000
MLS® 20130484

POPLAR SIDE ROAD
New Timber Frame Chalet/Home close to 
Osler Bluff Ski Club - 5 bedroom, 4.5 bath. 

Views of the Escarpment!

Call Josh Dolan** 705-446-8404

$399,900
MLS® 20125785

INDOOR POOL!
Custom-built, on one acre, 5 minutes to Meaford, 
with heated indoor pool.

Call Michael Biggins** 519-378-6336

Exceptional 6 bedroom bungalow w/loft on 44.28 acres. 
Privacy, Batteau Creek winds through property. 
Call Nancy Johnston*  705-446-6817,
Cindy Ryerse* 705-446-7254 or Ian Hawkins** 705-446-5136 

REMARKABLE VIEWS!

$1,149,000 MLS® 20130989

™

Not intended to solicit properties currently listed for sale

™
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PICTURESQUE COUNTRY HOME 
7 Beds, 3 baths minutes from 
Thornbury! Over 10 acres, Large 
shop, garage & shed for all the toys!
$595,000  MLS® 20130424
Call Brenda Holden**  519-379-6296

NEW COUNTRY HOME 
Beautiful 4 bed, 3 bath home on 
2+ acres. Handscraped hardwood 
floors, Indian slate, huge workshop.
$558,500  MLS® 20130959
Call Christine Smith**  705-888-0201

SKI IN SKI OUT 
Situated on the hill at Osler Ski Club. 
Your opportunity to join the area’s 
premier ski club.
$880,000  MLS® 20131210
Call Christine Smith**  705-888-0201

TURKEL DESIGN HOME 
Beautiful Turkel Design on 
incredible 25 Acre parcel with pond 
and stream.
$1,195,000  MLS® 20131577D
Call Holly Stone*  705-888-5775

FABULOUS CUBE DESIGN
Private wooded 12 acre lot close 
to town with beautiful cube design 
from TURKEL
$875,000  MLS® 20122902D
Call Holly Stone*  705-888-5775

THE MODERN BARN 
This new twist on a favourite theme 
coupled with a fabulous 25 acre 
parcel is a gem!
$1,195,000  MLS® 20131274D
Call Holly Stone*  705-888-5775

CRAIGLEITH
Beautifully designed centrally 
located 6 bedroom 4.5 bath Interior 
Timber/Post Home.
$1,895,000  MLS® 20131101
Call Josh Dolan**  705-446-8404

DOWNTOWN VICTORIAN 
6 bedroom, 2.5 bath, renovated 
Home on coveted Minnesota St. in 
central downtown Collingwood.
$1,295,000  MLS® 20124824
Call Josh Dolan**  705-446-8404

GEORGIAN BAY VIEW 
Gorgeous log home + triple garage 
on 50+ acres. New geothermal. 
Minutes to skiing, golf, town.
$1,295,000  MLS® 20130666
Call Martha P. Whitton*  705-443-9022

ENDLESS POSSIBILITES
Century House + Coach House, 
double lot, landscaped. Ideal for 
extended family, B&B, work from 
home.
$625,000  MLS® 20132078
Call Neil Thain**  416-998-5558

RIVERFRONT + PRIVACY 
Great setting. Perfect for year round 
or recreational use. 
ONE OF A KIND!
$459,000  MLS® 20131547
Call Sharon Gray**  519-373-6385

LIFESTYLE AT BLUE 
Parklike lot with views of ski hills 
& backs onto 14 acres of parkland! 
Custom built open concept!
$649,000  MLS® 20130691
Call Vicki Bell**  705-446-4539

MEAFORD
96 Sykes Street North (Hwy 26)

Meaford
519-538-5755

THORNBURY
27 Arthur Street West (Hwy 26)

Thornbury
519-599-2136

COLLINGWOOD
330 First Street (Hwy 26)

Collingwood
705-445-5520

www.locationsnorth.com

™

™

™™

* Sales Representative    ** Broker    *** Broker of Record

Not intended to solicit properties currently listed for sale
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519.220.9714
www.garageenhancements.ca 
sales@garageenhancements.ca

Locally Owned and Operated

Bringing your
Garage to Life

Protect your Investment. 
If it’s Concrete...We Can Help.

Just some of our floor colour choices. 
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Ottawa . Peterborough . Sault Ste. Marie & Algoma .  
Southern Georgian Bay . Vaughan .  

Wellington County/Orangeville/Caledon . Windsor . 
*And coming soon: Durham Region 

Did you know you can find
OUR HOMES 

in the following markets?

Visit www.ourhomesmagazine.com  
& click on franchise opportunities. Or call  

Suzanne Strong, VP Franchising  
519.538.4528 • franchise@ourhomesmagazine.com 

Be your own boss, put your network to work for you, provide  
the very best advertising solutions in your community, and  
build equity in your very own business.

Each regional OUR HOMES magazine features local content,  
local homes, local style, local builders, local trades, and  
local stores.

View any regional magazine at www.ourhomesmagazine.com

Join our happy and successful team and create maximum value for your advertisers and readers.
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YYou can’t keep them down. People who love what they 
do wake up ready to face the day and its challenges. 
Meet our talented go-getters who help make your home 
that extra special place.

LOVING IT

PHOTOGRAPHY  BY  BONN I E  FOX

Jennifer Bramwell 
& Missy Sharp
Bramwell Sharp Design
W H AT  I S  YO U R  D ES I G N 

P H I LOSO P H Y?  Our 
philosophy is to reflect the 
personality and tastes of the 
homeowner – timeless, classic 
design that won’t date itself.
H OW  I S  H O M E  D ES I G N 

C H A N G I N G?  Homes have 
to be adaptable as the family 
grows up, kids leave and come 
back to visit. More consideration 
is being given to using materials 
that don’t off-gas, have a 
longer life, and are more 
environmentally friendly.
W H AT  A R E  YO U R  F U N , 

WA R M  W E AT H E R  P L A N S?

Missy: After years of providing 
wilderness experiences for 
my kids, my adult son Matt is 
taking me on a 14-day canoe 
trip in the Northern Ontario 
Temagami region. I’m looking 
forward to the role reversal 
and time alone with him.
Jennifer: My father-in-law 
turns 80 this summer, so we 
are having an extended family 
gathering at the cottage in the 
Eastern Townships of Quebec.

Kristine Loft
Loft Planning Inc.
W H AT  I S  A  L A N D  U S E  P L A N N E R ’S  R O L E  I N  N EW 

CO N ST RU CT I O N ?  Our role is often diverse and takes a client from 
due diligence, through design and public consultation followed by 
the approval process. We provide collaborative project management 
through a complex process involving several disciplines. 
W H AT  S K I L L S  D O  YO U  B R I N G  TO  T H E  J O B?  Working for 
both the private and public sector provides an understanding of 
the planning and political cultures and a solid understanding of the 
process. I take a logical approach to resolving issues and relate the 
client’s goals alongside the provincial and municipal policies. 
W H AT  A R E  YO U  LO O K I N G  FO RWA R D  TO  T H I S  S E ASO N ?

Boating on Georgian Bay with my family, gardening and enjoying the 
sunshine with friends. Continued on page 64

62  o u r h o m e s   s p r i n g   2 0 1 3 o u r h o m e s   s p r i n g   2 0 1 3  63

p e o p l e



Jim Funston 
Director of  
Marketing and Sales
Dwell @ Creekside by 
Devonleigh Homes Inc.
W H AT  M A K ES  DW E L L 

@  C R E E KS I D E 

U N I Q U E ?  Dwell@
Creekside is a new, 
state-of-the-art brick 
and stone condominium 
in Collingwood, 
offering you views of 
Blue Mountain. This 
beautiful upscale 
building will be 
maintenance free for 
years to come. Your 
new home at Dwell is 
a solid investment for 
your future. 
W H AT  A R E  T H E 

A DVA N TAG ES  O F 

CO N D O  L I V I N G  I N 

CO L L I N GWO O D? 
Condo living in 
Collingwood gives 
you the ultimate in 
four-season carefree 
living. You have access 
to skiing, golfing, 
boating and extensive 
trails at your doorstep. 
With quaint shops and 
restaurants downtown, 
this locale is ideal.
W H AT  I S  YO U R 

S P R I N G  R I T UA L? 
Getting all summer 
gear ready to go!! 
Getting the barbeque, 
golf clubs, bikes and 
patio set out. Stocking 
up on steaks before the 
price goes up. Getting 
all the planters ready 
for spring flowers. Last 
on the list is window 
cleaning.
Continued on page 66

24 years custom home building experience  x  licensed general contractor  
custom homes, renovations, additions  x  quality workmanship, sound construction

for further details contact Harold Robison at
Bob Armstrong Construction Ltd.
Collingwood  |  Thornbury

Your Home.Your Lifestyle.
Building our house with Harold Robison of 
Bob Armstrong Construction was a very satisfying 
experience. Harold was extremely communicative 
through the whole building process and kept the project 
on schedule and on budget. We couldn’t be happier 
with the end results.   - Bill & Angela Newberry

Building our house with Harold Robison of 
Bob Armstrong Construction was a very satisfying 
experience. Harold was extremely communicative 
through the whole building process and kept the project 
on schedule and on budget. We couldn’t be happier 
with the end results.   - Bill & Angela Newberry

CUSTOM DESIGN
Choose your  

Style
Fabric

Leather
Wood Finish

•
From Canada’s  

Best Manufacturers
•

Open 7 days
•

16,000 Sq. Ft.  
Showroom

101 Pretty River Parkway,
Collingwood

T: 705.446.3456
 F: 705.446.1922

homefurniture@bmts.com
collingwoodhomefurniture.com
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Doug Johnston & Carla Nicolson
Red Brick Group Inc.
W H AT  I S  W H O L E- H O M E  AU TO M AT I O N ?  An automated home coordinates your 
security, lighting, whole-home music, video/home theatre and other home systems. 
Everything works together the way you want it to – adding control, convenience 
and increased functionality – making your life easier and saving energy.
H OW  D O ES  T EC H N O LO GY  C H A N G E  T H E  WAY  W E  L I V E  AT  H O M E ?  Systems 
are now much more convenient, functional and easy to use thanks to technology. 
You can access your home and manage your systems with keypads, tablets, smart 
phones or remotely through the Internet. Home-system control is no longer 
complicated or requires regular service calls.
W H AT  A R E  YO U  LO O K I N G  FO RWA R D  TO  T H I S  S P R I N G?

Doug: Working on the boat and getting back out onto Georgian Bay.
Carla: Long walks in the evening enjoying the lingering daylight. Continued on page 68

519.599.3337
blacktuskdevelopment.ca
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Jaime Young
Shades and Shutters
W H AT  CA N  P EO P L E 

D I SCOV E R  I N  YO U R 

S H OW R O O M ?  Come to 
discover everything current 
in window coverings! We 
also design custom drapery 
and bedding, as well as 
re-upholstery. 
D ESC R I B E  T H E  L AT EST 

T R E N DS  I N  W I N D OW 

COV E R I N GS :  Shutters 
and sunscreens – but it’s a 
personal preference, as it 
always has been.
S U M M E R  STAYCAT I O N 

O R  R OA D  T R I P ? 
Absolutely roadtrip! There 
are so many beautiful places 
to see that are so close. I 
can think of a few girlfriends 
who would join me!
Continued on page 70

www.kaonfurniture.ca 
kaonfurniture@gmail.com
1-800-693-2233
7446 County Rd. 91, Stayner, ON.

ELEVATE YOUR GUESTS 
TO NEW HEIGHTS. 

Sleep your guests in style and comfort with one 
of our hand-crafted bunkbeds. Available in 

various styles, colours, and sizes from twin over 
twin to queen over queen.

Heather Smillie Designs Inc.
Interior Design and Decorating

519.881.5524
www.heathersmilliedesignsinc.com

as seen on HGTV’s  
Builder  

Boss
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Glenn Porter, Custom Audio-Video Sales Manager 

Cam Posch, Designer/Sales
Huronia Alarms - Audio Video Division
T E L L  U S  A BO U T  YO U R  P R O D U CTS  A N D  S E RV I C ES :  We provide design, sales, project management, wiring, 
installation and programming services for residential and commercial projects that require audio, video, home theatre, 
media rooms, AV furniture, networks, communications, lighting control, manual and motorized window treatments, 
camera surveillance, pool and spa control and HVAC control. We do it all, from simple TV installation to elaborate high- 
tech integrated systems. Huronia has been proudly serving Southern Georgian Bay for over 40 years.
H OW  CA N  A  V I S I T  TO  YO U R  CO L L I N GWO O D  S H OW R O O M  H E L P ?  Our home theatre and automation 
showrooms allow home and business owners, builders, designers and architects to experience our products and 
better plan projects with our technical, knowledgeable design sales team.
W H AT ’S  O N  YO U R  B U C K E T  L I ST  AS  T H E  S U M M E R  A P P R OAC H ES?  Glenn: To golf more than 18 holes! 
Cam: Lots of swimming with the kids! Continued on page 72

INTERIOR SPACE PLANNING

BATH AND KITCHEN DESIGN

CUSTOM FURNITURE & LIGHTING

A.R. I .D.O ACCREDITED INTERIOR DESIGN

51 Hurontar io Street,  Col l ingwood,  705 444 8330
www.farrowarcarodesign.ca

25th PORTER SKELTON 
& A S S O C I A T E S L T D

ANNIVERSARY

The quality design-build solution  
trusted by homeowners for over 25 years.  

Positive relationships, creative designs and 
clear process with every project.

DESIGN~BUILD~RENOVATE~RESTORE
Office-Shop: 14 Stewart Road Collingwood

705-444-1999  Info@porterskelton.com

Interior Designer 
& Home Stager

705-444-0839
www.designs-by-andrea.ca

Designs by Andrea

“Living the Georgian Bay Life in Style”

Picture Yourself...

70  o u r h o m e s   s p r i n g   2 0 1 3

p e o p l e



Jeff Gardhouse,
Contractor Sales

Jason Nichol, 
Estimating, Contractor Sales
Thornbury Home Hardware 
Building Centre
T E L L  U S  A BO U T  T H E 

R E N OVAT I O N  AT 

T H O R N B U RY  H O M E 

H A R DWA R E :  Jeff: What reno?
Jason: Customers are excited, 
and with the number of 
blueprints for projects  
coming in, it shows.
HOW WILL THE NEW LOOK 

ENHANCE THE SHOPPING 

EXPERIENCE?  Jeff: It’s new 
and refreshed. It will be like 
having a brand new store in town.  
Jason: You will now be able to 
stay in town for everything you 
need. Buy local!
W H AT  A R E  YO U  LO O K I N G 

FO RWA R D  TO  T H I S 

S P R I N G?  Jeff: Nice weather 
and for the “action at work 
to start,” plus relaxation and 
scuba diving off-shore in 
Georgian Bay.  
Jason: For construction to 
start and spending time with 
my family outdoors.

Continued on page 74

Thornbury, ON  n   519.599.2969

r e d b r i c k g r o u p . c a

Smart wiring and home automation
Whole home audio/video
Home lighting control systems
Electronic shade and drapery control
Security systems and monitoring

Wired for comfort

BAYLYN CONSTRUCTION LTD.

www.baylynconstruction.com

David Eaton, General Contractor 

david@baylynconstruction.com
t: 705-444-6209  c: 705-443-1910

CUSTOM HOMES & CHALETS

THORNBURY BUILDERS AND TRADES ASSOC.

info@thornbur ybui ldersandtrades.com

www.thornburybuildersandtrades.com

“There is Strength in Unity”
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Dave Patterson, 
Diane Scott  
& John Mealey
Owners, Cedarport Window 	
and Door Centre Inc.
W H AT ’S  N EW  AT  C E DA R P O RT 

W I N D OW  A N D  D O O R 

C E N T R E ?  We are excited to 
announce that effective Jan. 1, 
2013 the ownership of Cedarport 
changed. The new owners are 
John Mealey, Diane Scott and 
Dave Patterson. Diane and Dave 
have been with Cedarport for 
more than 15 years and are well 
known experts in the window 
industry. John is new to the 
business, but not new to the 
area and provides a high level 
of management and marketing 
expertise to the business. 
W H AT  A DV I C E  D O  YO U  H AV E 

FO R  H O M EOW N E R S  W H O 

N E E D  N EW  W I N D OWS?  With 
so many choices out there 
and with windows becoming a 
large consideration in terms 
of longevity, efficiency and 
appearance, it’s important to 
understand the difference quality 
can make. Dealing locally makes 
all the difference in value and 
customer service. Given the high 
investment proposition, it makes 
sense to trust local experts. 
D ESC R I B E  YO U R  FAVO U R I T E 

WA R M -W E AT H E R  ACT I V I T Y: 
Diane: Camping, hiking, and 
relaxing in the sunshine
John: Fishing, golf, and skeet/
trap and motocross
Dave: Motorbiking, boating  
and swimming Continued on page 76

CORINTHIAN
Kitchen & Bath Studio

No obligation quotes • Professional design services
Full kitchen and bath renovation services 
Granite, Quartz and Laminate counters 

Dining furniture • Linens •  Home décor and accessories 

519-599-2800
1-877-349-2800

Visit our showroom.
99 King St. E., Kings Court Mall, 
Thornbury
www.corinthiankitchens.com

“Flooring our community
one family at a time”

King’s Court, Thornbury  .  www.floorcrafters.ca  .  519.599.5055

HARDWOOD  .  NATURAL STONE  .  GRANITE  .  FRAMELESS GLASS
416.944.2898 ext 202 

brad@abbottdesign.ca 
www.abbottdesign.ca
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Lejla Eden
Designer, Village Builders Inc.
H OW  D O  YO U  P U L L  I T  A L L 

TO G E T H E R  FO R  A  CU STO M 

B U I L D/ R E N OVAT I O N  BY 

V I L L AG E  B U I L D E R S?  By 
listening. Understanding how 
a client is going to live in the 
space is key. We start with their 
“must haves” and we build a 
solid design plan.
W H AT  A R E  H O M EOW N E R S 

D E M A N D I N G  I N  T H E I R  N EW 

H O M ES?  Perfection. High 
quality products, installed by 
our finest craftsman. We work 
closely with our team of highly 
skilled trades to bring your 
project to life. We know that the 
details are monumental and we 
expect perfection as well.
W H I C H  D O  YO U  P R E F E R, 

S U N S E T  O R  S U N R I S E ?  Both. 
Our spring and summers are so 
short that I make sure I enjoy 
every moment of the season.  OH

Discover natural landscaping ideas at 
naturalstonescapes.ca     705.441.2174

“With an outdoor wedding 

as an unforgiving deadline, 

Mark translated a vision 
into reality, creating 
unique areas that offer 

magnificent vistas 

of the Beaver Valley and 

Georgian Bay.”
                           Scott Stewart

scapes

natural
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CCalm and natural: these words recur several times when talking to Herma 
Vegter-Petrie, owner of Collingwood’s Lëuk Bij Hermas Interiors. A 
boutique furniture, linen, bridal registry, gift and floral design store, its name 
– which translates roughly as “cute” in Dutch – references Herma’s European 
background. Her unique style is inspired by this heritage.

BY  W ILL IAM SHELLEY
PHOTOGRAPHY  BY  SANDY  MACKAY

Natural BEAUTY 
Lëuk’s Herma Vegter-Petrie combines 
old-world with leading edge

Herma’s luxe, yet relaxed rear deck is 
ready for a casual dinner with friends. 

Continued on page 80
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“It’s where old-world meets leading edge,” she elaborates. “Natural 
and warm tones and products. It’s more of a feeling than a style.” 
Whatever it is, people feel calmed and comforted by her confluence of 
tones, textures and art objects, both in Lëuk and in the home she shares 
with her husband Bob, and visiting children. When people walk inside 
they say, “I want to live here!,” Herma reports. “This is because it’s calm, 
and not distracting.” She chooses clean lines and natural materials over 
splashy colours or gimmickry. 

Herma redecorated the home, and together with Bob, remodeled the 
basement, which matches the rest of the house with its emphasis on cream 

tones and linen. “My palette is usually cream,” she says. “Tone on tone.” The 
curtains are all linen from Lëuk, as are the bedspreads, furniture coverings 
and slipcovers throughout the house. A sliding barnboard door – designed 
by Herma and built by Carl Pardy of Norex Construction Inc. – adds a 
rustic accent to the basement’s smooth palette. Barnboard and reclaimed 
wood are clear favourites, showing up both in the Lëuk store sign and 
interior, and throughout her home. “This is an element I wanted to bring 
into both my home and the store,” she says. She prefers natural wood 
without gloss or tinted finishes. Several ingenious driftwood sculptures 
and wall hangings by a Canadian artist adorn various rooms.

Natural elements take centre 
stage in Herma’s backyard. 
The pool is new and the décor 
reflects a simple desire to enjoy 
the sunshine in natural comfort 
with family and friends.

Continued on page 84

80  o u r h o m e s   s p r i n g   2 0 1 3 o u r h o m e s   s p r i n g   2 0 1 3  81

f e a t u r e



There are no covers on the windows in many of Herma’s rooms as she and her husband prefer to 
see the spectacular views of Blue Mountain and Georgian Bay. Inside, natural fabrics on overstuffed 
chairs and sofas provide a desirable place to sit and enjoy the fire, wood and metal that set the tone 
in this comfortable great room. OPPOSITE: Herma loves raw, reclaimed, beautifully crafted and 
designed furniture and accessories. Her dishes are on display in the reclaimed wooden sideboard 
in the great room. Her modern kitchen is quite busy, with fresh ingredients at the ready. Meals are 
served in Herma’s version of a formal dining room, where linen-covered chairs surround a carved 
wooden table. The chandelier is made of an old wine barrel.
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The house is laid out in a reverse plan, with the media room and 
bedrooms in the basement, den and more bedrooms on the ground floor, 
and the great room, open concept kitchen/dining room and master bedroom 
on the second floor, which boasts 12-foot ceilings and nine-foot doorways. 

Wood is again the dominant motif here, from the distressed oak floors 
to the handmade Kenyan mask mounted above the fireplace mantel. The 
great room cabinet and coffee table are made of reclaimed wood, as is the 
dining room table and several other pieces. The impressive dining room 
chandelier is made from a reclaimed wine barrel.

Not only is most of the wood reclaimed, much of the décor is too – in 
particular the several large whitewashed olive jugs from Turkey, which, 
in their past lives actually held olives. Numerous copper and resin bowls 
by British Columbia’s Martha Sturdy – an internationally acclaimed 
artist and designer known for her focus on elemental materials – provide 
another notable design motif. Additionally, Italian pewter plates on the 
wall lend an impeccable accent to offset the earth tones. 

LEFT: Expect the unexpected in Herma’s 
home. This large mirror sparkles in the 
hallway as you enter the master bedroom. 
BELOW: Slate walls and a river-rock floor 
cover the shower in the en suite.

Continued on page 88

Step up from the ordinary

TRADITIONAL TO MODERN
NEW BUILDS AND RENOVATIONS

When Quality Matters; Railmaster Stairways Ltd. since 1989
Fergus: 519.787.2727 • Fax: 519.787.6968

w w w . r a i l m a s t e r . c a

 

1001 Lakeshore Road East, Mississauga, Ontario
Phone: 905-271-9288, 1-888-470-6022  wattscurrent.com

Our Passion Is Lighting

Thousands of lights including prices available 24/7 
at wattscurrent.com

17 George St, Caledon  519-927-1789
Hwy 6 & 10, Owen Sound  519-376-4434

www.ccharm.com

Bedrooms  Buffets & Hutches  Chairs & Rockers  Tables  Home Office

Furniture to match your look and needs. 
Let us design and build for your home.

A little temptation ...
 from those who spend their lives trying to avoid it.
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There is plenty of room for overnight 
guests in Herma and Bob’s serene home. 

Custom Built Homes By Dave Harrington 

705.446.7072  •  www.absolutecraftsmen.ca

Tim Meijs B. SC. (Bio-AGR) M.B.A.

Call today for an on-site meeting
705.424.4202 | 866.263.5110 

“Landscape projects that  
meet your budget and  
exceed your expectations.”
Detailed CAD landscape design
Natural stone masonry
Flagstone & precast stone installation
Rock gardens
Ponds & multi level waterfalls
In ground/above ground pools
Decks, gazebos & timber structures
Planting & tree spade service 
Lighting systems
Turn key service
Project Management

gardensofprestige.ca

over 25 Years Experience
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Herma designed one of the great room’s linen-covered sofas, and all the 
chair slipcovers, which keep their shape with the aid of wood inserts. She 
has draped several Canadian reindeer pelts over the chairs and sofas. The 
Aboriginal Peoples in the Canadian north who hunt these animals, Herma 
points out, use every part of the animal. The reindeer motif is echoed in 
the striking wooden art object that can’t fail to catch your attention on 
the wall as you enter the great room from the stairs: a reindeer head with 
long antlers, carved in meticulous detail from unfinished softwood by a 
California sculptor. 

The master bedroom faces Blue Mountain, and you can see the waters 
of Georgian Bay through the great room porch doors. A covered two-storey 
porch (by Carl Pardy) overlooks the large saltwater pool in the backyard, 
a recent addition by Clear Choice Pools & Spas and David Grexton, 
Grexton Concrete Solutions Inc. Perched in between the region’s 
top natural features, this home is a complement to its surroundings. On 
the subject of her attraction to natural and reclaimed materials, Herma 
adds: “It appeals to everyone, from young to old. People love ‘natural’ and 
always have.”  OH

The den is a delight. Herma’s 
casual, natural style comes 
together in this room, where 
reindeer pelts and driftwood 
sculptures find a home. 
Sliding doors lead to the deck 
and the pool area for warm-
weather fun.

When energy effi ciency is essential, the choice is simple—Duette® Architella® 
Trielle™. A honeycomb window fashion like no other cellular shade, featuring 
six layers of insulating fabric. Blanket your home in beautiful comfort.

DUETTE® ARCHITELLA® TRIELLE™

Cover your windows with a luxurious blanket.

© 2013 Hunter Douglas. ® Registered trademark of Hunter Douglas.

Call Cindy Gardiner at 519-370-0770          decordesign.ca
Showroom located at 790 3rd Avenue East, Owen Sound

Garden & Landscape Installation
Garden Renovation  |  Pruning

Creative and practical design  
to suit any site and budget.

Russell Blair h.l.t.                       519-378-9046
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MARKETPLACE To order a listing in MARKETPLACE, contact Simone at 705.888.1959, simone@ourhomesmagazine.com 
or Suzanne at 519.538.4528, suzanne@ourhomesmagazine.com

DAPPLE GRAY
Horse, Hound & Home

facebook.com/ShopDappleGray

404, 10 Keith Ave.  
Cranberry Mews, Collingwood

705.293.8889

Antares
Asmar

Black Knight
Cheval

Ece
Tredstep Ireland

Grand Prix
RJ Classics

Arait
Charles Owen

GPA
Tailored Sportsman

Ogilvy
FITS

Pikeur
and so much more!  

 
Now expanding our Dressage 

 and Eventing offerings!

RONAN REALTY, BROKERAGE

Kristina Tardif
   & Nadene Milnes
                         Sales Representatives

705-422-2350
SERVICE | RESULTS | EXPERTISE | HONESTY | ADVICE | PROFESSIONALISM | UNIQUE MARKETING

COMPLIMENTARY MARKET EVALUATION
Serving All of Simcoe County

Specializing in Residential, Condo & Commercial Real Estate
The Prudential is independently Owned & Operated

Quality is 

.com
705.444.2333

 Timeless
Woodwork

- New Homes - 
- Additions - 

- Renovations -

Quality Workmanship  
for over 35 years.

107 Swarthmore Dr.
R.R. 4 Meaford  ON

 519.477.2789
Michael Roach

Contracting Inc.. 

ESTATE
RE L

TALK SHOW
WITH HOST

& CO-HOST

JAMIE JOHNSTON

JON MEYER

SATURDAY 8 am
AND REPEATED

SUNDAY 6PM

A SPOTLIGHT ON

REAL ESTATE IN

SOUTHERN

GEORGIAN BAY

www.977theBeach.ca

THE VOICE OF

SOUTH GEORGIAN BAY

ADDITIONS, RENOVATIONS, INTERIORS & EXTERIORS

Shades & Shutters

Verticals & 
Venetians 
 Includes wood blinds.

560 First Street, Collingwood - beside M&M Meat Shop

705-444-1469

DESIGNER
WINDOW
FILMS BY
MADICO

• Reduces ultraviolet rays that fade furnishings
• Helps to cut annoying glare and eliminate “hot spots”
• Improves comfort and lowers evergy costs

Sun Protection Films
s u n s c r e e n f o r y o u r w i n d o w s

SPF
555 1st St. E. Owen Sound   

T: 519.376.7610 C: 519.373.7911  sunprofilms@bell.net

• Grading 
• Foundation waterproofing  

• Small to mid size ponds • Snow Plowing 
• Retaining walls • Walkways and patios

• Interlocking stone • Topsoiling • Sodding  
• Trenching •  Lot clearing • Tree planting

• Flatbed services • Demolition •  Fencing

For Free Estimates, please call Jon:

519-379-5725

jonslandscaping@gmail.com

BLUE MOUNTAIN
Your One Stop Vac Shop

705.444.1022   bluemountainvacuum.com
176 Hurontario Street, Collingwood

• SALES • SERVICE • REPAIR • INSTALLATIONS

BUILDERS ! We install central vac locally!

VACUUM CENTRE

Morris Janitorial Service
Andrew & Denise Morris  519.599.6568

INSURED & BONDED
WINDOW & OFFICE CLEANING
COMMERCIAL & RESIDENTIAL

   Over  
 32 Years’  
Experience

Morris Janitorial ServiceAM

The Area’s Premier Moving Company For Over 45 Years

705.888.6780
705.446.5397

• Property Maintenance
• Lawn Cutting/Trimming

• Landscaping • Tree Planting
• Gardening & Garden Design

• Seeding/Sod • Hedge Trimming
• Weed Control

• Overseeding, Dethatching
  & Aeration

• Spring/Fall Cleanups
• Dump Runs

Fully Insured

 Now Booking for Spring! Packages Available.

LANDSCAPE 
&  D E S I G NK.R.S.

Providing Quality Landscape Services. Free Estimates.

Dedicated to Excellence in 
Service and Performance

Serving the
Georgian Triangle



d e c o r a t i n g

The best part is that feeling you get when you have to have it, and you 
better grab it right away or someone else will. Remember: you snooze you lose! 

Going through museum-like shops is an adventure and if you’re a 
serious shopper looking for authentic antiques, then it’s very important 
that you go well equipped. Here are some tips and guidelines to encourage 
a smart purchase and to avoid disappointment. 

1. Do Your Homework
Taking a few hours and getting online or digging into a couple of books 

is well worth it so that you’re well educated when it comes to buying the 
right item for you. You will want to learn about how to tell if an item is 
authentic or a reproduction, and what traits and characteristics to look 
for in determining the value. Just because something has a high price tag 
doesn’t mean that it’s real. The main goal is to make a confident buy and 
feel good about what you are taking home at the end of the day.

There is a vast array of books on this subject – my top picks include:
•	 Miller's Antiques Handbook and Price Guide 2012-2013
•	 Unitt’s Book of Marks on Antiques & Collectibles 
•	 Antiques 101: A Crash Course in Everything Antique

2. Restoration
Just because a piece looks “old” doesn’t mean it’s the perfect antique. It 

may actually be in very poor condition and in need of some TLC. Always 
fully inspect the item before deciding to buy it:

•	 Open its drawers or doors
•	 Examine the bottom of it
•	 Check that its legs or arms are steady
•	 Pick up the piece to see if anything falls off
•	 Smell the item – odd odours could mean rot or decay
•	 Look for any cracked glass
•	 Run your hand against the surface (if an antique is chipped, torn or 

damaged in any way, it may decrease its value drastically). If the 
piece is in need of some work, then it’s a good idea to ask the seller 
if they know how and if it can be reconditioned. It’s always wise to 
know what to expect ahead of time, so that way you know what 
you’re in for once it’s yours. 

If you’re a good “do-it-yourselfer,” then you may be able to tackle some of 
the restoration on your own. However, if you’re not 100 per cent confident 
in your DIY abilities then you may want to have a professional take care of 
it. There are many small shops that specialize in the refurbishment business.

3. Look Outside The Antique Shop
Antiques and unique collectibles are around us everywhere. Check 

out flea markets or garage sales; sometimes even local malls hold antique 
bazaars. I actually found an amazing elaborate gilt side table for my place 
curb-side! Browse often and compare – the more you search the more you’ll 
know, which will help in finding the perfect items for you and your home. 

4. Shopping in the UK
The United Kingdom is very well known for its authentic antiques, so 

if you’re really interested in this field, I would highly suggest taking the 
trip. The UK has a prominent history in trade and invention, and many of 
the pieces from these times still remain in the region. 

 You might want to consider planning your trip around an antique 
fair. England’s biggest is held at Newark in Nottinghamshire, which has 
4,000 stalls of vendors! Following close behind with 3,000 stalls is the 
Arthur Swallow fair at the Lincolnshire Showground, which takes place 
six times a year. London’s Portobello Market is also a wonderful place to 
browse for the perfect treasure.

There are also many antique centres that take place all year round. 
Two renowned dealers you may want to check out would be Woburn 
Abbey Antiques Centre in Bedfordshire and Edenbridge Galleries in 
Kent House where there are many individual shops selling furniture, 
clocks and ceramics.

My favourite antique market of all time is Le Marché aux Puces de 
Saint-Ouen in Paris.  OH

TREASURE 
HUNTING

BY YANIC SIMARD // PHOTOGRAPHY BY TED YARWOOD

NNothing quite compares to the adrenaline rush 
you get while shopping for antiques – imagining 
where a piece came from, who it belonged to, 
and what it was used for is exciting. 

Incorporating antique accessories into your workspace can be simple: colourful spools of thread, a wrought-iron judy, and framed prints of vintage sewing patterns speak of a homeowner’s love of fashion.

VILLAGE BUILDERS INC. – INSPIRING INTERIOR DESIGNS 
We completed a modern “Miami Beach” style home this 

Christmas, the kitchen is featured on page 39. Most people are 
surprised when they are told that it was built by Village Builders 
Inc. This was a very exciting home for us to erect because 
it’s evidence that we 
are open to different 
design styles. We only 
had one wall to work 
with in this streamline kitchen, so we maxed out the storage by 
adding full height cabinets, painted them the wall colour and 
added a pop of purple for warmth. Our client’s favourite colour. In 
collaboration with the home owner, our interior designer, master 
craftsman and skilled trades, we welcomed the unfamiliar and 
embraced the freedom of pushing the boundaries. 
Find other inspiring ideas: www.villagebuilders.ca 
Drop into our office showroom: 3 Caroline St E, Creemore
Call us to talk about your plans: 705.466.3202
(Please see ad on page 39)

WINDFALL AT BLUE MOUNTAIN – The True Nature of Blue 
In a region burgeoning with real estate development, it took 

a prominent Barrie company to spot the gem at Blue Mountain. 
Georgian International is developing Windfall at Blue Mountain, 
an inspired 148-acre master-planned community of detached 
mountain homes. 

The distinctive architecture of the homes at Windfall 
represents an artful, modern and eco-considerate interpretation 
of Georgian Bay cabins, cottages and mountain chalets in 
timeless bungalow, 
bungalow-with-loft 
and two-storey designs 
with sprawling porches 
and detached garages. 

One-third of the 
land will be dedicated 
to forested parks, 
trai ls  and wetland 
preservation areas. A 
striking barn-inspired structure, simply called ‘The Shed’, will be 
Windfall’s exclusive four-season gathering place. 

A landscaped greenbelt links Windfall to its enviable next 
door neighbours – Blue Mountain Village and the award-winning 
Scandinave Spa. A $10,000,000 expansion at Blue Mountain will 
bring the ski slopes literally to Windfall’s doorstep. 

Just over an hour from the GTA, the Blue Mountain-
Collingwood area offers magnificent natural surroundings and 
a myriad of recreational activities such as skiing, swimming, 
hiking, biking, boating and golfing. 

Windfall will be sold using a Priority Selection Process 
so interested buyers should confirm their interest to attend 
Selection Day happening in May. For a limited time the first 
enclave of mountain-style homes will be offered from $399,900.   
For more information, please call Blue Mountain’s Village 
Realty at 705.445.0440 or register at windfallatblue.com  
(Please see ad on page 115)

SPRING COLOURS ARE HERE –
ROBINSON’S PAINT AND WALLPAPER 

The snow melts, the clouds clear and the sun peeps through 
our windows. What does it see? It sees tired woodwork and 

chipping paint. Winter can be hard 
on a home. Let’s look around and 
see if we can copy nature indoors – 
create a vision of everything that’s 
fresh and new. 

A good place to start is with new 
paint on walls or trim. Be bold – try a 
fresh new colour on the ceiling. Make 
the entranceway more welcoming 
with a feature wall of vibrantly-

patterned wallpaper. Wallpaper can be so many things – metallic, 
black and white, soft pastel colours, powder blue, pear green.

Bring your exterior light fixtures indoors and repaint them to 
look brand new. Applying a fresh coat of urethane can liven up 
your wood and help it last longer; a coat of paint may transform 
it. Kitchen cabinets and banisters, too, can look better with a 
touch of paint; there are new durable products just right for 
the job. 

Then there’s the windows. Summer will soon be here, and 
you’ll need shades or shutters to stay cool inside. Please visit 
Robinson’s Paint & Wallpaper and let us show you how to 
welcome spring in your home.
129 Hurontario Street, Collingwood
705.445.0601 • www.robinsonspaint.ca  
(Please see ad on page 8)

NOBLE INSURANCE 
Spring is here. As Canadians, we 

love nothing more than our time at the 
cottage. This is always an exciting time 
of year. Completing an inspection of 
how your property managed through 
the winter is important. Here are some 
reminders for your checklist.

• Check power/telephone lines for 
fraying or downed lines.

• Check the foundation for signs of 
cracks or water damage

• Check the deck and 
ex ter ior  wa l l s  of  the 
cottage for signs of rot or deterioration

• Inspect the roof for any holes or missing shingles; clear 
eaves of any debris

• Gather up loose brush around the yard and under the deck
• Clean out the barbeque and check the propane tank 

and lines
• Check all windows for cracks, and ensure they are well 

sealed and adequately caulked
At Noble Insurance we can provide a competitive quote for 

your cottage and seasonal residence.
Please give us a call, email, or check out our website at  
www.nobleins.on.ca (Please see ad on page 21) 

A MISCELLANY OF THE NEW,  
NEAT, UNIQUE, AND FABULOUS IN 

SOUTHERN GEORGIAN BAY

OUR HOMES SPECIAL ADVERTISING FEATURE 

>> SOURCE IT

Continued on page 94
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FAR HILLS THORNBURY  
Far Hills Thornbury consists of condominium townhomes 

and condo suites that offer a variety of gracious living features 
including 9’ ceilings, potlights and under cabinet lighting 
in kitchen, 5 appliances, double sinks in master and jetted 
tubs. Choose from 1-2 
bedroom condos with 
underground parking 
a n d  s t o r a g e  o r  3 
bedroom townhomes 
with single or double 
garages.

Our 48 luxury condo 
suites were built using 
state-of-the-art building 
materials – Insulated Concrete Forms (ICF). The goal was to 
provide comfort by using construction materials and methods 
that maximized energy efficiency, sound and fire resistance. 
Currently we’re selling our Phase 2 building, all suites priced 
at $157.00 per sq.ft. regardless of floor or location. They range 
in size from 981-1,548 sq.ft. and are priced from $153,900-
$242,210.

Swimming pool, tennis court and club house complete 
the lifestyle. Walking distance to downtown Thornbury, the 
Marina, Georgian Trail and the waterfront! Look for our ad 
for further details. 
themoviegals.com 
(Please see ad on page 6) 

PINETIQUES  
Pinetiques has been building custom furniture, cabinets, 

country kitchens and vanities for over 30 years. We primarily 
work with pine (hence the 
name!) but also build with 
other woods as well. Cherry 
for kitchen counter tops 
and spalted maple are just 
two examples. Take a look 
at our ad in this issue to see 
one of the most unusual 
pieces we’ve ever created!

We are unique because we still build with 100% wood 
product. This means no plywood or MDF. All of our kitchens 
including drawers and shelving are solid pine. Our finishes, be 
it painted or natural, are hand brushed.

Our workshop and showroom are in a classic converted 
barn circa 1850. It is located in the beautiful Beaver Valley just 
minutes south of Thornbury on the southwest corner of Grey 
Rd. 13 and Grey Rd. 40.

At Pinetiques your ideas are our next creation!
Hours are 9am-5pm Monday to Friday.  
9am-3:30pm Saturday. Closed on Sunday.
519.599.2540
(Please see ad on page 51)

HURONIA ALARMS 
Huronia’s Audio Video division is now carrying the 

latest in world class audio streaming technology, from 
UK-based manufacturer, Arcam.

Streaming high quality music from your favourite 
mobile device is now easy with the rBlink Bluetooth 
audio converter. Engineered by Arcam, and 
using the aptX® transmission system, 
the rBlink allows any Bluetooth 
equipped music device to 
quickly and easily send music 
straight to a HiFi system with 
stunning quality.

The rBlink converts music 
to an Audio output ready for 
connection to a whole host of audio systems, and installation 
is a breeze with a simple pairing system for new devices.

The rBlink comes in a stylish yet rugged cast aluminium case 
and is small enough to discreetly sit next to your HiFi system. 
It just gets on with the job of delivering great sound.

Visit our Collingwood showroom to demo this and other 
Arcam products and AV gear. Or call us today to talk about your 
audio, video and home entertainment needs. 
Collingwood Showroom - 
284 Pretty River Parkway North
705.445.4444 • www.huroniaalarms.com
(Please see ad on page 13)

NORTHLAND CUSTOM FLOORING 
Is your hardwood floor looking dull and worn? Let the 

professionals at Northland Custom Flooring give it a fresh 
new look. At Northland our advanced refinishing system uses 

high-powered vacuums, 
resulting in a much cleaner, 
h e a l t h i e r  re f i n i s h i n g 
process. We use the most 
durable, environmentally 
friendly hardwood floor 
finishes available. Your 
floors will look good for 

years to come. Dust-free floor sanding is the safest, cleanest 
and most environmentally friendly choice you can make for 
your home and family.

Are you looking to install a new floor? We can help you 
with that too. We supply and install unfinished, pre-finished and 
reclaimed flooring in both solid and engineered wood. We also 
have a large variety of laminate flooring.

“We highly recommend Northland. The quality of their work is 
excellent and their team is professional, courteous and efficient” 
Porter Skelton & Associates, Collingwood. 
705.429.7543
info@northlandcustomflooring.ca
www.northlandcustomflooring.ca
(Please see ad on page 103)
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info@northlandcustomflooring.cainfo@northlandcustomflooring.ca

705-429-7543705-429-7543

“You are walking on our reputation”“You are walking on our reputation”

NORTHLAND
CUSTOM FLOORING INC.
NORTHLAND
CUSTOM FLOORING INC.

DAPPLE GRAY EQUESTRIAN BOUTIQUE   
Dapple Gray Equestrian Boutique celebrated their One-Year 

Anniversary at the Cranberry Mews Location in Collingwood in 
March. The Celebration lasted 8 days 
and was full of Sales, Contests and 
Happy Customers. DG has never felt 
more appreciated by the Equestrian 
Community! Thanks for making the 
first year of DG a smashing success!

The DG Mobile Sales Trailer has 
already attended a few Horse Shows 
and we are really looking forward 
to the busy season ahead. The DG 
Trailer is booked every weekend!! 
We hope to see you while we are 
on the road again.  A Complete 
Mobile Schedule will be available on  
www.dapplegray.ca

And lastly – DG has Expansion 
Plans! !  Look for a Satel l i te DG 

Location in Waubaushene at Highview Farms just off Hwy 400! 
It will be open the end of Aprill – Hours TBD.  

Please stop into either location to get the latest in Equestrian 
Fashion from Tailored Sportsman, Cheval Fashions, Ece, Joules, 
Horseware Ireland, Rebecca Ray, RJ Classics, Grand Prix, Tara 
Kiwi, Dappled Bay, Horsefeathers and so much more...
404-10 Keith Ave, Collingwood • 705.293.8889
Open 10-6 Tues-Wed • 11-7 Thurs-Fri • 10-6 Sat • 11-4 Sun
(Please see ad on page 90)

WATTS CURRENT   
From the ceiling fan in the living room or gazebo to the 

path lighting leading you to your dock, finding the perfect 
fixtures for your unique application is no easy task. Especially 
when you need to 
consider the scale 
of space, the colour, 
intensity and the 
placement.

W i t h  t e n s  o f 
t h o u s a n d s  o f 
fixtures available 
onl ine and even 
m o r e  i n  o u r 
extensive catalogue 
library in store, the lighting experts at Watts Current can help 
guide you through the endless possibilities to find the perfect 
light for your home, chalet or cottage.   

Shop from the comfort of your home day or night on our 
website (which includes pricing), call and talk to one of our 
lighting professionals, or make an appointment to come see 
us in store. We will make your shopping experience a breeze.
www.wattscurrent.com • 888.470.6022
(Please see ad on page 85)
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33 Bruce Street South           Thornbury          519.599.7072

Marion’s 
Hair Studio 
& Spa
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the ponies of
FROGS HOLLOW 

BY  LAUREL  FORT IN
PHOTOGRAPHY  BY  SANDY  MACKAY

One of the most popular and powerful 
horses in the world, Shetland ponies are 
tough little equines that can pull twice 
their weight. Originally from the Shetland 
Isles in rugged Northern Scotland, these 
ponies really need their daily exercise!
OPPOSITE: Great curb appeal! A long 
driveway leads to the serene location of 
this charming century farmhouse just 
outside Meaford. It’s a gem of a 50-acre 
property, tucked into a picturesque 
valley, where choruses of spring peepers 
announce the arrival of a new season.
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B
Behind a white 
post and rail fence, 
Danny the Shetland 
pony tosses his 
mane. Rosa, also a 
Shetland, though 
an even smaller 
mini, gives a 
friendly nuzzle to 
Margay the tall, 
thoroughbred Welsh 

cross mare who saunters into their navy blue 
barn in search of hay. The three paddock 
mates get on well but they are most animated 
when visitors come to see them, children in 
particular, and those bearing apples.

Their owners have lived in the adjacent navy blue, 1890-built 
saltbox farmhouse for the last nine years. Like the ponies, the home is 
compact and charming. It features original pine woodwork and flooring 
throughout the interior, while the exterior and grounds are tidy and 
enchanting. Set on 50 acres south of Meaford, the views from the many 
windows of the home are of the same rolling pastures and fields that 
have been farmed for over a century. 

Thoroughbred Welsh cross mare, Margay peeks her 
head out the Dutch barn door to enjoy a nibble of fresh 

carrots. The owners converted an existing garage 
into a small barn for their horses. OPPOSITE, TOP 

LEFT: First impressions are everything. The design 
of the farmhouse front door, circa 1890, showcases a 

classic carved transom. TOP RIGHT: Amish builder Jo 
Yoder specifically selected hemlock for the stalls and 

doors in the horse barn because horses will chew on 
practically any wood...other than hemlock. BOTTOM: 

A side/rear view of the board and batten saltbox 
farmhouse in Frog’s Hollow. Intent on preserving the 
appeal of the original structure, the current owners 

added a front porch, rear deck, and second-floor 
dormer with a stunning gothic window.

98  o u r h o m e s   s p r i n g   2 0 1 3 o u r h o m e s   s p r i n g   2 0 1 3  99

f e a t u r e

Continued on page 101



A rear addition in the early 1900s increased the square footage of the 
saltbox home. A summer kitchen, at some point, was added to the side and 
later insulated so it could be used year-round. Careful not to compromise 
the charm of the original structure, the current owners added their own 
touches by incorporating a front porch and rear deck (built by contractor 
Doug Gordon). They also added a Chinese Chippendale-style railing 
with diagonal balustrades on the deck. On the second storey, the owners 
punched out a single dormer at the front of the house, allowing views to 
the lane and road through a gothic-peaked window. To select just the right 
shade of navy for the board and batten exterior, they worked with Birch 

& Benjamin Inc. – not too black, not too blue. 
Wanting to add a drive shed to the property, the owners brought in Amish 

builder Jo Yoder to erect a three-bay garage. The owners found several old 
windows at Mary Sarah Antiques to install on the building to help it look 
as though it had always been there. It now stores bales of hay as well as tools 
and vehicles. Yoder also helped them convert the existing garage that was 
behind the house into a small barn for the horses. He used hemlock wood to 
build the stalls and doors – horses won’t chew on hemlock. A sliding door at 
the back of the barn provides access to the paddock. The owners work with 
local green thumb Christina Evans for landscaping on the property.

BELOW: The homeowners transformed their summer kitchen into a cosy dining room with a breathtaking 
view. Terra cotta tile, reclaimed barn board ceilings and walls, and a textured area rug add warmth to 
the room. OPPOSITE, TOP LEFT: It’s teatime! Many thanks to the Thornbury Bakery for the irresistible 
scones and to Paperwhite Flowers in Thornbury for supplying a lovely seasonal flower arrangement.  
TOP RIGHT: This modern farmhouse kitchen is compact, functional and flooded with natural light. Family 
members frequently gather at the convenient breakfast bar to enjoy informal meals. Horse head platter 
compliments of Dapple Gray – Horse, Hound and Home. BOTTOM LEFT: What a lovely spot to relax, read 
a good book, or bird watch. This versatile sitting area off the kitchen, leading to the rear deck, is a room 
with exceptional views of Frog’s Hollow Farm. BOTTOM RIGHT: A clean white hutch houses a beautiful set 
of china, separating the kitchen area from the sitting room at the back of the home. 
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A large bank barn at the rear of the property was taken down by the 
previous owners because it was derelict and became dangerous. At the 
time, they reclaimed and re-planed the pine barn-board and brought them 
inside the house to panel the walls and ceiling of the summer kitchen. The 
room has a warm and rich feeling, a bank of windows and tiled floor. The 
owners added a custom pine harvest table, surrounded by chairs from 
Mary Sarah Antiques, which turned the summer kitchen into their 
dining room. 

A beautifully reconditioned ceramic wood stove provides most of 
the heat for the home, with a forced air furnace (Earls Heating & Air 
Conditioning) kicking in periodically through the winter. The previous 
owners reinsulated the entire house, leaving it warm in winter and cool 
in the summer; enough of a breeze runs through in the hot months that 
the owners haven’t needed to install an air conditioner. 

ABOVE: What a glorious and vibrant 
living room! The homeowners 
certainly weren’t shy to make a 
bold colour statement. A beautiful 
Japanese footstool and matching 
throw cushions complement the 
orange-red walls. LEFT: An electric 
fireplace adds additional heat 
and features a gorgeous, antique 
wood mantel that the homeowners 
imported from England. 

The REALTORS® of the Georgian Triangle Association of REALTORS®
Looking after the Locals since 1970

Shop LOCAL 
Think LOCAL 

Buy LOCAL
Sell LOCAL
Use LOCAL

www.gtREALTORS.ca
705-445-7295

“You are walking 
on our reputation” 

NORTHLAND
CUSTOM FLOORING INC
NORTHLAND
CUSTOM FLOORING INC

705.429.7543
in fo@northlandcustomflooring.ca •  www.north landcustomflooring.ca

Specializing In... Dust Free RefinishingSpecializing In... Dust Free Refinishing

We Supply & Install
Unfinished, Pre-finished & Reclaimed Flooring  

(Solid or Engineered) 

We Supply & Install
Unfinished, Pre-finished & Reclaimed Flooring  

(Solid or Engineered) 

705.429.7543

Georgian Custom Décor   
window treatments, upholstery, fabric, custom bedding

519-924-1907
grey road 13, eugenia

www.georgiancustomdecor.com

After

Before

Is It tIme your couch had a makeover?

Call us today for an estimate

- at your service, Inc.

Professionally meeting 
residential, office 

and post construction 
cleaning requirements 

www.savoirfaire-atyourserviceinc.ca
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The modern kitchen features a white marble countertop with a 
breakfast bar (City Stone). The owners installed a dishwasher and new 
appliances to complement the existing baby blue-stained engineered 
wood flooring. Cabinets were built by Grant Holmes of Holmes 
Woodworking. Not afraid of colour, the living room is a vibrant orange-
red. The home is furnished with country antiques and artwork collected 
over a lifetime. The sofa was found at Cherché House Of Design, and 
cheery covers for other seating was done by Bouj Custom Design Studio. 
Much of the art is equine-inspired, such as the coat rack shelf painted with 
a British hunting scene by a friend, or the striking large horse portrait 
purchased at Cherché. The owners imported a hand-carved mantel from 
England for the electric fireplace in the corner. A well-used writing desk 
sits beside the front door.

ABOVE: People come and people 
go. A compact second-floor guest 
room is where the grandkids stay 
and play when they’re in town.
RIGHT: The homeowners tastefully 
decorated the farmhouse with 
equine accessories and artwork,  
as well as beautiful antiques.

RR#1 Holland Centre, ON

519 794 0018

Mon - Thurs - 7:30am to 5:30pm
Friday - 7:30am to 12:30pm

BUY DIRECT FROM THE SAWMILL!

ALL DECKING MATERIALS
BOARD & BATTEN   POST & BEAM 

WHITE PINE FLOORING   T&G SIDING

High Quality: White Pine, Red Pine, Cedar, Hemlock
1" Boards - 2" Dimension; 4" and 6" Squares

CALL FOR QUOTE

www.moggievalleytimber.com

SERVING GEORGIAN BAY SINCE 1988705 . 428 . 4608

www.georgiansprinklers.com

SERVING GEORGIAN BAY SINCE 1988

Lighten up your night life with 
landscape lighting.

Irrigation & Lighting Professionals 

C U S T O M  C A B I N E T S  L T D.  

Attention to detail.
It’s the little things that count. 

519-599-2495
riversidecustomcabinets.ca

Kitchens   •   Vanities   •   Media Units  •   Fireplaces
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In the home office, the ceiling features original board and batten 
woodwork. The same orange-red colour from the living room adorns 
the railing up to the second storey where three bedrooms and a large 
bathroom complete the house. 

A small bedroom with two twin beds welcomes the owners’ visiting 
grandchildren. A guest bedroom with a second home-office area tucked 
into the new dormer window is at the front of the house. The main 
bathroom features a large tub, custom storage (by Doug Gordon) and 
laundry area (plumbing by Doug’s Plumbing and Heating). But with 
its gorgeous south-facing views, the master bedroom has the prime spot 
in the home. In it, the owners wake up to the sun rising over their fields, 
watch their ponies and horse graze through the day, and listen to the songs 
of the frogs rising from the hollow.  OH

ABOVE: A small office on the main floor featuring original board and batten 
ceilings is tastefully decorated with antiques. TOP LEFT: One of many 
interesting antiques throughout the Home. This unique spool of twine with 
scissors must have come in handy over the years. LEFT: Frog’s Hollow guests 
enjoy spectacular views of the rolling countryside and surrounding farmland 
from this dramatic gothic window in the guest room. 

 Where 

                                      come first!

HANOVER SHOWROOM
805 - 10th STREET

519.506.3228
Mon-Thurs   9:30am to 5:30pm

Fri   9:30am to 8:00pm
Sat & Sun 10:00am to 4:00pm

WROXETER SHOWROOM
R.R.#2 - 43195 AMBERLEY RD

519.335.3228
Mon-Thurs   8:00am to 5:00pm

Fri   8:00am to 9:00pm
Sat & Sun 10:00am to 4:00pm

        quality &  
  customer service

www.djsfurniture.ca

(705) 445•3706  |  FerrisTrucking.ca

Excavating • Earthmoving • Grading • Basements • Ponds • Trenching
Septic Systems (all types) • Ecoflo® and Waterloo Bio-Filter Systems

Consulting & Designing • Top Soil, Sand & Gravel • Shoreline Dredging

Pond by Ferris Photo: Sandy MacKay

Serving Southern Georgian Bay since 1967

Quality, Efficiency & Reliability
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705-790-4072
stan_voutier@hotmail.com 

swinginhammers.com

Stan Voutier

Growing up in small town, Port Maitland, Nova Scotia, 
I helped my Dad build our family home at the age of 
11. After graduating from Acadia University, I moved to 
Ontario and worked as a site foreman for one of Canada’s 
largest home builders. As a tradesman, I’ve worked 
overseas to help rebuild several communities affected by 
natural disasters. As a licensed recovery diver, I’ve also lent 
my services to Grenada after Hurricane Ivan and Thailand 
after the 2004 tsunami. I’m also a freemason.

Home Building  
& Improvement

Visit us online or call today for a quote.  
And remember... 

there’s no job too BIG or too small.

We don’t just meet expectations. 
 ...we exceed them.

        Extra Special Cleans for Extra Special Homes. 

Environmentally friendly products offered.
           Fully insured, honest & reliable. 

 Wouldn’t you rather be outside?
  Let The Caretakers take care 

   of your cleaning needs!  
Rachelle Gauvreau

705 443 7790 
thecaretakers@rogers.com
caretakershousekeeping.ca

Continued on page 110

OUR HOMES attracts the area’s finest businesses to advertise in our pages. Since our first issue, more than 400 companies have 
utilized our unparalleled distribution and coffee-table appeal to market their products and services. Now we’re making it easier than 
ever for you, our readers, to become educated as you plan your home- and real estate-related purchasing decisions. The listings below 
are organized alphabetically by industry.

ANTIQUES
PR ANTIQUE PRODUCTS Page 67

AUDIO VIDEO/HOME AUTOMATION
HURONIA ALARMS Page 13, 94
RED BRICK GROUP Page 73

BBQS
NAPOLEON HOME COMFORT Page 14

BUILDERS
A.M. CONTRACTING Page 55
ABSOLUTE CRAFTSMEN LTD. Page 87
BAYLYN CONSTRUCTION Page 73
BLACK TUSK DEVELOPMENT GROUP Page 67
BLAKE FARROW PROJECT 	
	 MANAGEMENT Page 53
BOB ARMSTRONG CONSTRUCTION Page 65
CARTER ALLEN Page 77
ELGAARD CONSTRUCTION Page 85
HYBRID BUILDING SYSTEM Page 69
L. PATTEN & SONS LTD. Page 37
LEGENDARY LOGCRAFTERS Page 69
MICHAEL ROACH CONTRACTING INC. Page 91
PARAGON CARPENTRY Page 12
PATRICK B. COULTER & ASSOCIATES INC. 	
	 Page 33
PORTER SKELTON & ASSOCIATES Page 71
SCOTBUILD Page 15
VALLEYVIEW CONSTRUCTION Page 41
VILLAGE BUILDERS Page 39, 93

BUILDING/LANDSCAPE SUPPLIES
KNIGHTS’ HOME BUILDING CENTRE Page 55
MOGGIE VALLEY Page 105
ZWART’S TOPSOIL & LANDSCAPE	
	 SUPPLIES Page 111

CABINETS & MILLWORK/	
WOODWORKING/CUSTOM 	
FURNITURE
RIVERSIDE CUSTOM CABINETS LTD Page 105
TIMELESS WOODWORK Page 90

CHARITABLE ORGANIZATIONS
MY FRIEND’S HOUSE Page 111

CHIROPRACTIC/BODYWORK
BAYSIDE WELLNESS – DR. JENNIFER	
	 FAWCETT Page 113

CLEANING
AM MORRIS JANITORIAL SERVICE Page 91
SAVOIR FAIRE – AT YOUR SERVICE INC. 	
	 Page 103
THE CARETAKERS HOUSEKEEPING 	
	 SERVICES Page 89, 109

CONCIERGE & EVENT PLANNING
ON THE HILL CONCIERGE Page 22

COUNTERTOPS/GRANITE 	
& STONE
DI PIETRA DESIGN Page 41
RIVERSIDE CUSTOM CABINETS LTD Page 105

DESIGNERS & HOME STAGING
ABBOTT DESIGN LTD. Page 75
BLACK TUSK DEVELOPMENT GROUP Page 67
BRAMWELL.SHARP DESIGN Page 18
CHERCHÉ HOUSE OF DESIGN Page 51
DÉCOR DESIGN Page 89
DESIGNS BY ANDREA Page 71
FAD FARROW ARCARO DESIGN Page 71
HEATHER SMILLIE DESIGN INC. Page 69

ELECTRICAL
BEAR ELECTRIC Page 90
CLEARLITE ELECTRICAL, EXCAVATING 	
	 & HAULAGE Page 73
CURRENT POWER ELECTRICAL Page 77

EQUESTRIAN
DAPPLE GRAY – HORSE, HOUND & HOME 	
	 Page 90, 95

EXCAVATING/SITE PREP/SEPTIC
CLEARLITE ELECTRICAL, EXCAVATING 	
	 & HAULAGE Page 73
FERRIS TRUCKING & EXCAVATING LTD. 	
	 Page 107

FABRIC/BEDDING/UPHOLSTERY
GEORGIAN CUSTOM DÉCOR Page 103

FASHION/CLOTHING
LIL’RADS Page 95

FINANCIAL/INSURANCE/MORTGAGE
NOBLE INSURANCE Page 21, 93

FIREPLACES & STOVES
CHANTICO FIREPLACE GALLERY Page 4

FLOORING, STAIRS & TRIM
BARRIE TRIM Page 23, 113
DEAN’S CARPET ONE FLOOR & HOME Page 40
FLOORCRAFTERS FINISHING TOUCH 	
	 CENTRE Page 75
GEORGIAN DESIGN CENTRE Page 54
KNIGHTS’ HOME BUILDING CENTRE Page 55
MEAFORD CARPETS & INTERIORS Page 107
MOGGIE VALLEY TIMBER INC. Page 105
NORTHLAND CUSTOM FLOORING Page 94, 103
PR ANTIQUE PRODUCTS Page 67
RAILMASTER Page 85

FOOD/DRINK/CATERING
BRUNELLO AT 27 ON FOURTH Page 113

FURNITURE & APPLIANCES
HOME FURNITURE & APPLIANCES Page 65 
LEON’S Page 40 
MACDONALD’S BRANDSOURCE 	
	 FURNITURE & APPLIANCES Page 37

GARAGE DOORS
WINSER DOORS Page 32

GARDEN CENTRES/GREENHOUSES/	
FLORISTS 
GREENTREE GARDENS & EMPORIUM Page 37
MAXWELL GARDEN CENTER Page 55
PAPERWHITE Page 67
RIVERSIDE GREENHOUSES Page 53

GEOTHERMAL
NORTHERN HEATING & VENTILATION Page 105
RELIANCE YANCH HEATING & 	
	 AIR CONDITIONING Page 33

HEALTH & BEAUTY/WELLNESS
MARION’S HAIR SALON Page 95

HEATING & COOLING
NAPOLEON HOME COMFORT Page 14
NORTHERN HEATING & VENTILATION Page 105
RELIANCE YANCH HEATING & 	
	 AIR CONDITIONING Page 33

OUR HOMES is committed to ensuring the businesses above appear under the correct headings. To make a correction, or to have 
your business listed under more than one heading, please email us at publisher@ourhomesmagazine.com. To have your business listed 
in our Home Resource Directory, call us to advertise at 705-445-5065.
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...one job at a time.

creating     
 beauty

519-599-1027 
www.zwartstopsoil.ca

LANDSCAPE SUPPLIES • LANDSCAPING

GolFUN with the girls!

Girls GolFUN
for Friends
Friday  
May 31st

2013 
with all proceeds to

A fun-filled day from start to finish...
whether you play golf or just thinking 
about trying it out, this event is for you.

When
8 a.m. Registration – 9 a.m. Shotgun Start

Info
$60.00 per player (plus HST)  
Includes a fun 9 hole round of golf, and lunch 
OR if you aren’t quite ready for 9 holes, 
a 2 hour group lesson from our CPGA Staff.
No clubs? No worries. 
We will supply you with a set.

Register
Call Linda at 705-444-5588, Ext 113 
or email lmorra@oslerbrook.com

My Friends_Sp13.indd   1 13-04-15   5:13 PM

OASIS NORTH LANDSCAPES Page 67
THE LANDMARK GROUP Page 17
UNCLE MARTIN’S LAWN CARE Page 91
VOGEL LANDSCAPE DESIGN &	
	 CONSULTING GROUP Page 51
ZENG LANDSCAPING Page 54

LIGHTING
GEORGIAN DESIGN CENTRE Page 54
WATTS CURRENT Page 85, 95 

LIGHTSCAPING
GEORGIAN SPRINKLERS Page 105 

MASONRY & STONEWORK
HACKSTONE LANDSCAPES Page 9

MEDIA
BAYSHORE BROADCASTING Page 90

MOVING & STORAGE
JOHN THOMPSON MOVERS Page 90

NEW HOME COMMUNITIES
FAR HILLS – CHESTNUT PARK Page 6, 94
GRANDVIEW HOMES Page 3
SHERWOOD HOMES – GEORGIAN 	
	 MEADOWS Page 24
SHERWOOD HOMES – SILVER GLEN Page 27
SOLCORP DEVELOPMENTS Page 31
TRAILWOODS – ROYAL LEPAGE 	
	 LOCATIONS NORTH REALTY Page 115
WINDFALL AT BLUE Page 19, 93

ORGANIZING 
GARAGE ENHANCEMENTS LTD. Page 60

OUTDOOR FURNITURE/	
STRUCTURES 
MAXWELL GARDEN CENTER Page 55

PAINTING & DECORATING
KNIGHTS’ HOME BUILDING CENTRE Page 55
ROBINSON’S PAINT & WALLPAPER Page 8, 93

PLANNING & PROJECT	
MANAGEMENT 
LOFT PLANNING – KRISTINE A. LOFT Page 69

PROMOTIONAL PRODUCTS
SOUTH PAW CANADA Page 107

REAL ESTATE
CENTURY 21 OFFORD REALTY 	
	 – KEVIN WOOLHAM Page 2
CHESTNUT PARK – THE MOVIE GALS Page 7
CLAIRWOOD REALTY – EMMA BAKER, 	
	 KAREN POSHTAR, SHERRY RIOUX Page 49
PRUDENTIAL RONAN REALTY – KRISTINA 	
	 TARDIF, NADENE MILNES Page 91
RE/MAX FOUR SEASONS REALTY LIMITED 	
	 – DOUG GILLIS Page 10
RE/MAX FOUR SEASONS REALTY LIMITED 	
	 – BRAD WILLIAMS Page 5
ROYAL LEPAGE LOCATIONS NORTH 	
	 REALTY Page 58, 59, 61, 115
ROYAL LEPAGE LOCATIONS NORTH 	
	 REALTY – MIKE KEARNS Page 15 

ROOFING
AUSTIN ROOFING Page 26

SECURITY, LOCK & KEY
HURONIA ALARMS Page 13, 94

SHORELINE DREDGING
FERRIS TRUCKING & EXCAVATING LTD. 	
	 Page 107

SPECIAL ASSOCIATIONS
GEORGIAN TRIANGLE REAL ESTATE 	
	 BOARD Page 103 
THORNBURY BUILDERS & TRADES	
	 ASSCOCIATION Page 73 

SUN PROTECTION
SUN PROTECTION FILM Page 91 

VACUUMS
BLUE MOUNTAIN VACUUM Page 91 

WINDOW FASHIONS
ASHTON’S BLINDS.DRAPERIES.SHUTTERS 	
	 Page 71
DÉCOR DESIGN Page 89
GEORGIAN CUSTOM DÉCOR Page 103
MEAFORD CARPET & INTERIORS Page 107
SHADES & SHUTTERS Page 91

WINDOWS & DOORS
BARRIE TRIM Page 23, 113
CEDARPORT WINDOW & DOOR 	
	 CENTRE INC. Page 11
KNIGHTS’ HOME BUILDING CENTRE Page 55

OUR HOMES is committed to ensuring the businesses above appear under the correct headings. To make a correction, or to have 
your business listed under more than one heading, please email us at publisher@ourhomesmagazine.com. To have your business listed 
in our Home Resource Directory, call us to advertise at 705-445-5065.

HOME DÉCOR & FURNITURE
AT HOME INTERIORS Page 12
C&G SOLID WOOD FURNITURE Page 22
CHERCHÉ HOUSE OF DESIGN Page 51
CORINTHIAN KITCHEN & BATH STUDIO	
	 Page 75
COUNTRY CHARM Page 85
DJ’S FURNITURE Page 107
FAD FARROW ARCARO DESIGN Page 71
GEORGIAN DESIGN CENTRE Page 54
GREENTREE GARDENS & EMPORIUM Page 37
HABITAT INTERIORS INC. Page 18
HOME FURNITURE & APPLIANCES Page 65 
KAON FURNITURE Page 69
LEON’S Page 40
LEUK BIJ HERMAS INTERIORS Page 53
MACDONALD’S BRANDSOURCE 	
	 FURNITURE & APPLIANCES Page 37
PINETIQUES Page 51, 94
THE RUSTY STAR Page 77
WATTS CURRENT Page 85, 95 

HOME IMPROVEMENTS/	
RENOVATIONS
DUE NORTH CUSTOM CARPENTRY Page 91
ELGAARD CONSTRUCTION Page 85
KITCHEN PAINTERS Page 51
KNIGHTS’ HOME BUILDING CENTRE Page 55
SWINGIN HAMMERS Page 109
TOP DRAWER INTERIORS Page 75
WINSER DOORS Page 32

KITCHEN & BATH
CORINTHIAN KITCHEN & BATH STUDIO 	
	 Page 75
GEORGIAN DESIGN CENTRE Page 54
KITCHEN PAINTERS Page 51
KNIGHTS’ HOME BUILDING CENTRE Page 55
RIVERSIDE CUSTOM CABINETS LTD Page 105 

LANDSCAPING/LAWN & GARDEN
BELMONT LANDSCAPING & DESIGN Page 25
BLAIR DESIGN – GARDEN & LANDSCAPE	
	 DESIGN Page 89
FORESTELL DESIGNED LANDSCAPES Page 116
GARDENS BY DESIGN Page 32
GARDENS OF PRESTIGE Page 87
GEORGIAN SPRINKLERS Page 105
GORDON J. LEECE LANDSCAPES	
	 & GARDENS Page 53
HACKSTONE LANDSCAPES Page 9
IKES TURF Page 35
JON’S EXCAVATING Page 90
K.R.S. LANDSCAPE & DESIGN Page 90
NATURAL STONESCAPES Page 77

Continued from page 108
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I consider eggs en cocotte to be the “little black dress” of egg dishes. You can 
dress them up for any occasion. They are so lovely in their individual ramekins 
and have a perfect balance of delicacy and richness. Like little pots of heaven! 

And they’re dead easy. Just take care to not overcook them or the egg will 
become rubbery and certainly lose its appeal. Remember that the ramekin retains 
heat and the egg will continue cooking once out of the oven. 

For this recipe, the eggs are enhanced with asparagus and mushrooms to 
celebrate spring. But you can play with other ingredients in the dish. Consider 
sautéed spinach and crumbled feta cheese, or chopped tomatoes and shredded 
cheddar cheese, or crispy bacon bits and parsley. The options are endless! And if 
you’re cooking for a crowd the recipe easily doubles, or even triples. 

BY MARIA  DAS ILVA // PHOTOGRAPHY BY SCOTT HUNTER

II love eggs. Eggs always have my back. I count on 
them at least once a week for a quick and easy 
dinner. Breakfast never seems quite complete 
without them. And when I feel the need to impress 
there’s baked eggs – oeufs en cocotte if I’m really 
out to make an impression! 

EGGS EN COCOTTE
Serves 2

2 tsp olive oil

4 mushrooms, thinly sliced

4 spears asparagus, trimmed and cut into 1-inch pieces

2 tbsp whipping cream

2 eggs

1 tbsp finely grated Parmesan cheese

Pinch each salt and cracked pepper

1 tbsp chopped fresh chives

•	 In small skillet, heat oil over medium-high heat, fry 
mushrooms until golden brown, about 6 minutes. Transfer 
to plate. In same skillet, fry asparagus until bright green and 
tender, about 3 minutes. Transfer to plate with mushrooms.

•	 Divide mushrooms and asparagus between two buttered 
1-cup ovenproof ramekins. Into each add half of the cream, 
one of the eggs and sprinkle with half of the Parmesan.

•	 Place ramekins in baking dish. Pour boiling water into the 
dish until it reaches halfway up the sides of the ramekins. 

•	 Bake in 375ºF oven until egg whites are set on the edge, but 
the centre is still slightly jiggly and the yolks remain soft, 
about 8 minutes. Sprinkle each with salt and pepper and 
half of the chives. Let stand for 2 to 3 minutes before serving 
with toast points.  OH

cocotte
SPRINGTIME

EGGS EN

c o o k i n g  a t  h o m e

- Chiropractic Care
- Registered Massage Therapy
- Acupuncture
- Custom Orthotics
- Graston Technique®
- Active Release Therapy®
- - Sports Injuries
- Exercise Rehabilitation
- WSIB & Motor Vehicle Accident Claims

Dr. Jennifer Fawcett
            Chiropractor

         Book an Appointment Online at:

    www.BAYSIDEWELLNESS.ca

                 705-302-0112        

Visit Dr. Jen at her new locations! 
65 Fourth St. E.

Collingwood, ON
L9Y 1T4

7280 Main St.
Stayner, ON

L0M 1S0

Heal Better.
Recover Faster.
Enjoy Life Again.

Graston Technique® is Graston Technique® is 
used for the purpose of 
breaking down scar 
tissue and reducing  
inflammation that causes 
pain, loss of motion and 
stiffness. It has been 
clinically proven to clinically proven to 
achieve quicker and 
better outcomes in 
treating:  

- Achilles Tendonitis
- Carpal Tunnel Syndrome
- Tennis/Golfers Elbow
- Neck & Back Pain
- Patellofemoral Pain
- Plantar Fasciitis
- Post-Surgical Scarring
- Rotator Cuff Injuries
- Shin Splints
- Trigger Finger

Rustic, wooden-beams overhead. High Fresco walls. Black rod 
iron. Vineyard prints. The enticing aroma of fresh ingredients. The 
warm, inviting atmosphere — the moment you step into Brunello at 
27 on Fourth, you’ll feel like you are in Tuscany itself.

Indulge in our signature bruschetta, succulent rack of lamb, 
osso buco, fresh pastas, mouthwatering veal dishes or 
feast on assaggini. Enjoy a vintage from our extensive 
wine list, featuring some of the finest Brunello wines, 
each one carefully selected to compliment our menu.

Come share our passion for authentic Italian cuisine.  
Come join Chef Mario Comegna and his wife Teresa. 
for a true 
Italian 
experience.

TuscanyA taste of

Catering available.
27 Fourth Street East, Collingwood

705-444-8322
www.brunellocollingwood.com

    ...in the 
    middle of
  Collingwood.

BTM BARRIE TRIM &
MOULDINGS INC.

TRIM, DOORS, STAIRS & RAILINGS. OUR SPECIALTY SINCE 1985

M o n  t o  F r i  7 - 5 p m  S a t  9 - 3 p m   n   5 2  S a u n d e r s  R d ,  B a r r i e

7 0 5 . 7 3 9 . 2 2 0 0   n   1 . 8 0 0 . 2 6 5 . 3 4 6 5   n   w w w . b a r r i e t r i m . c o m

L o o k i n g  t o  a d d  v a l u e  t o  y o u r  h o m e ?  C o m e  i n  a n d  s e e  t h e 
e x p e r t s  a t  B a r r i e  T r i m .  L e t  u s  h e l p  y o u  i n c r e a s e  t h e  W O W 

f a c t o r  o f  y o u r  h o m e  w i t h  u p d a t e d  t r i m / d o o r s / s t a i r s / r a i l i n g s .
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YOU WILL NEED:

5 or more mason jars, any size

A roll of pliable stainless  
steel wire (we used 20 gauge) 

Wire cutters 

Needle-nose pliers

Tea light or votives candles

Optional: Metal screw-on tops

STEPS:
1.	 For a regular-mouth mason jar, cut a 35-cm long piece of wire. 
2.	 Bend the piece of wire around the bare rim of the jar, under the glass 

lip, until you have a U-shape.
3.	 On each side of the “U” on opposite sides of the jar, pinch the wire and 

twist into a small loop. This is where your hooks will go. Try to make 
these parallel so your jars hang straight.

4.	 Once you have loops on either side, pull the remaining wire tight around 
the jar, twist the rest of the remaining wire together at the ends and 
tuck the sharp edges towards the jar so they don’t stick out.

5.	 Cut a second piece of wire, about 30-cm long.
6.	 Create a small hook on either end (using about 2-3 cm of wire on each 

side), then bend into a U-shape. 
7.	 Hook each end into the loops on either side of your jar, then pinch closed.
8.	 Hang your lanterns from hooks, a chain or even a string of twinkle lights, 

or set them on a table for al fresco flair.

VARIATIONS: 
•	 Decorative base: Fill the bottom of each jar with stones or sand to raise 

your candles. This is also helpful for keeping candles level if your jars 
have bevelled bottoms.

•	 Floating candles: Fill your jars partway with water and float candles on top.
•	 Oil lamp: These should sit flat on a table. Drill a small hole in the lid of 

a Mason jar and string a cotton wick through it. Fill the jar halfway with 
lamp oil, secure the lid with the wick in the oil and let sit before lighting.

•	 String lights: Hang empty lanterns as normal, but tuck sections of a 
string of twinkle lights in each one instead of candles.  OH

BY  ADR I ENNE  BROWN

DDig those old Mason jars out from the back of 
your basement and put them to good use this 
season. You can quickly and easily transform 
unused jars into a charming string of lanterns.

HOW TO MAKE

MASON JARlanterns

f i n i s h i n g  t o u c h

13 14 15 16 17 18 19 20 21 22 23 24

HIGHWAY   26

T R A I L W O O D S

Fully Serviced Lots in Thornbury
Turn-key Build Packages

27 Arthur Street West | Thornbury
www.locationsnorth.com

LOCATIONS     ORTH
B R O K E R A G E

Explore
Thornbury’s

TrailBay
Living

to

www.trailwoods.com
info@trailwoods.com
519-599-2136

MODEL HOME NOW OPEN

Explore Trailwoods Draft 1.2.indd   1 2013-04-22   9:42 AM
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GUELPH
4-115 1st St. Suite 210

Ontario, L9Y 4W3
OTTAWA COLLINGWOOD GRAVENHURST

collingwood@forestell.comwww. 705.351.2425

outside


