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One of the most popular and powerful 
horses in the world, Shetland ponies are 
tough little equines that can pull twice 
their weight. Originally from the Shetland 
Isles in rugged Northern Scotland, these 
ponies really need their daily exercise!
OPPOSITE: Great curb appeal! A long 
driveway leads to the serene location of 
this charming century farmhouse just 
outside Meaford. It’s a gem of a 50-acre 
property, tucked into a picturesque 
valley, where choruses of spring peepers 
announce the arrival of a new season.
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Behind a white 
post and rail fence, 
Danny the Shetland 
pony tosses his 
mane. Rosa, also a 
Shetland, though 
an even smaller 
mini, gives a 
friendly nuzzle to 
Margay the tall, 
thoroughbred Welsh 

cross mare who saunters into their navy blue 
barn in search of hay. The three paddock 
mates get on well but they are most animated 
when visitors come to see them, children in 
particular, and those bearing apples.

Their owners have lived in the adjacent navy blue, 1890-built 
saltbox farmhouse for the last nine years. Like the ponies, the home is 
compact and charming. It features original pine woodwork and flooring 
throughout the interior, while the exterior and grounds are tidy and 
enchanting. Set on 50 acres south of Meaford, the views from the many 
windows of the home are of the same rolling pastures and fields that 
have been farmed for over a century. 

Thoroughbred Welsh cross mare, Margay peeks her 
head out the Dutch barn door to enjoy a nibble of fresh 

carrots. The owners converted an existing garage 
into a small barn for their horses. OPPOSITE,	TOP	

LEFT:	First impressions are everything. The design 
of the farmhouse front door, circa 1890, showcases a 

classic carved transom. TOP	RIGHT: Amish builder Jo 
Yoder specifically selected hemlock for the stalls and 

doors in the horse barn because horses will chew on 
practically any wood...other than hemlock. BOTTOM: 

A side/rear view of the board and batten saltbox 
farmhouse in Frog’s Hollow. Intent on preserving the 
appeal of the original structure, the current owners 

added a front porch, rear deck, and second-floor 
dormer with a stunning gothic window.
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A rear addition in the early 1900s increased the square footage of the 
saltbox home. A summer kitchen, at some point, was added to the side and 
later insulated so it could be used year-round. Careful not to compromise 
the charm of the original structure, the current owners added their own 
touches by incorporating a front porch and rear deck (built by contractor 
Doug Gordon). They also added a Chinese Chippendale-style railing 
with diagonal balustrades on the deck. On the second storey, the owners 
punched out a single dormer at the front of the house, allowing views to 
the lane and road through a gothic-peaked window. To select just the right 
shade of navy for the board and batten exterior, they worked with Birch 

& Benjamin Inc. – not too black, not too blue. 
Wanting to add a drive shed to the property, the owners brought in Amish 

builder Jo Yoder to erect a three-bay garage. The owners found several old 
windows at Mary Sarah Antiques to install on the building to help it look 
as though it had always been there. It now stores bales of hay as well as tools 
and vehicles. Yoder also helped them convert the existing garage that was 
behind the house into a small barn for the horses. He used hemlock wood to 
build the stalls and doors – horses won’t chew on hemlock. A sliding door at 
the back of the barn provides access to the paddock. The owners work with 
local green thumb Christina Evans for landscaping on the property.

BELOW: The homeowners transformed their summer kitchen into a cosy dining room with a breathtaking 
view. Terra cotta tile, reclaimed barn board ceilings and walls, and a textured area rug add warmth to 
the room. OPPOSITE,	TOP	LEFT: It’s teatime! Many thanks to the Thornbury Bakery for the irresistible 
scones and to Paperwhite Flowers in Thornbury for supplying a lovely seasonal flower arrangement.  
TOP	RIGHT: This modern farmhouse kitchen is compact, functional and flooded with natural light. Family 
members frequently gather at the convenient breakfast bar to enjoy informal meals. Horse head platter 
compliments of Dapple Gray – Horse, Hound and Home. BOTTOM	LEFT: What a lovely spot to relax, read 
a good book, or bird watch. This versatile sitting area off the kitchen, leading to the rear deck, is a room 
with exceptional views of Frog’s Hollow Farm. BOTTOM	RIGHT: A clean white hutch houses a beautiful set 
of china, separating the kitchen area from the sitting room at the back of the home. 

100  o u r h o m e s   s p r i n g   2 0 1 3 o u r h o m e s   s p r i n g   2 0 1 3  101

f e a t u r e

Continued on page 102



A large bank barn at the rear of the property was taken down by the 
previous owners because it was derelict and became dangerous. At the 
time, they reclaimed and re-planed the pine barn-board and brought them 
inside the house to panel the walls and ceiling of the summer kitchen. The 
room has a warm and rich feeling, a bank of windows and tiled floor. The 
owners added a custom pine harvest table, surrounded by chairs from 
Mary Sarah Antiques, which turned the summer kitchen into their 
dining room. 

A beautifully reconditioned ceramic wood stove provides most of 
the heat for the home, with a forced air furnace (Earls Heating & Air 
Conditioning) kicking in periodically through the winter. The previous 
owners reinsulated the entire house, leaving it warm in winter and cool 
in the summer; enough of a breeze runs through in the hot months that 
the owners haven’t needed to install an air conditioner. 

ABOVE: What a glorious and vibrant 
living room! The homeowners 
certainly weren’t shy to make a 
bold colour statement. A beautiful 
Japanese footstool and matching 
throw cushions complement the 
orange-red walls. LEFT: An electric 
fireplace adds additional heat 
and features a gorgeous, antique 
wood mantel that the homeowners 
imported from England. 
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The modern kitchen features a white marble countertop with a 
breakfast bar (City Stone). The owners installed a dishwasher and new 
appliances to complement the existing baby blue-stained engineered 
wood flooring. Cabinets were built by Grant Holmes of Holmes 
Woodworking. Not afraid of colour, the living room is a vibrant orange-
red. The home is furnished with country antiques and artwork collected 
over a lifetime. The sofa was found at Cherché House Of Design, and 
cheery covers for other seating was done by Bouj Custom Design Studio. 
Much of the art is equine-inspired, such as the coat rack shelf painted with 
a British hunting scene by a friend, or the striking large horse portrait 
purchased at Cherché. The owners imported a hand-carved mantel from 
England for the electric fireplace in the corner. A well-used writing desk 
sits beside the front door.

ABOVE: People come and people 
go. A compact second-floor guest 
room is where the grandkids stay 
and play when they’re in town.
RIGHT: The homeowners tastefully 
decorated the farmhouse with 
equine accessories and artwork,  
as well as beautiful antiques.

RR#1 Holland Centre, ON

519 794 0018

Mon - Thurs - 7:30am to 5:30pm
Friday - 7:30am to 12:30pm

BUY DIRECT FROM THE SAWMILL!

ALL DECKING MATERIALS
BOARD & BATTEN   POST & BEAM 

WHITE PINE FLOORING   T&G SIDING

High Quality: White Pine, Red Pine, Cedar, Hemlock
1" Boards - 2" Dimension; 4" and 6" Squares

CALL FOR QUOTE

www.moggievalleytimber.com

SERVING GEORGIAN BAY SINCE 1988705 . 428 . 4608

www.georgiansprinklers.com

SERVING GEORGIAN BAY SINCE 1988

Lighten up your night life with 
landscape lighting.

Irrigation & Lighting Professionals 

C U S T O M  C A B I N E T S  L T D.  

Attention to detail.
It’s the little things that count. 

519-599-2495
riversidecustomcabinets.ca

Kitchens   •   Vanities   •   Media Units  •   Fireplaces

104  o u r h o m e s   s p r i n g   2 0 1 3

f e a t u r e

Continued on page 106



In the home office, the ceiling features original board and batten 
woodwork. The same orange-red colour from the living room adorns 
the railing up to the second storey where three bedrooms and a large 
bathroom complete the house. 

A small bedroom with two twin beds welcomes the owners’ visiting 
grandchildren. A guest bedroom with a second home-office area tucked 
into the new dormer window is at the front of the house. The main 
bathroom features a large tub, custom storage (by Doug Gordon) and 
laundry area (plumbing by Doug’s Plumbing and Heating). But with 
its gorgeous south-facing views, the master bedroom has the prime spot 
in the home. In it, the owners wake up to the sun rising over their fields, 
watch their ponies and horse graze through the day, and listen to the songs 
of the frogs rising from the hollow.  OH

ABOVE: A small office on the main floor featuring original board and batten 
ceilings is tastefully decorated with antiques. TOP	LEFT: One of many 
interesting antiques throughout the Home. This unique spool of twine with 
scissors must have come in handy over the years. LEFT: Frog’s Hollow guests 
enjoy spectacular views of the rolling countryside and surrounding farmland 
from this dramatic gothic window in the guest room. 

 Where 

                                      come first!
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