
THE PLACE: Craig Forget, former finish carpenter turned wood 

artist, creates his internationally acclaimed works in his studio/

workshop in the countryside just outside Essex. Decorated 

with antique tools and filled with stacks of carefully arranged 

reclaimed wood, works in progress and finished pieces, Forget’s 

workshop overlooks fields of wildflowers and an endlessly 

inspiring big-sky view.

THE STYLE: Craig has been a full-time reclaimed wood artist 

since 2010. “I’ve loved woodworking since I was a child,” he 

remembers. “And creating works of art using beautiful reclaimed 

wood from old barns around the area was a natural progression 

for me.” One of the first reclaimed wood artists in Essex County 

and even on Etsy, his work was pretty much in instant demand. 

“It is an evolution,” Craig comments. “The first art piece I 

produced was a plaque with a mosaic, which sold well. The next 

pieces I did were what I call palette art and they sold quickly as 

well. The 3D cityscapes were the next step. My first cityscapes 

were New York and Chicago. I constantly challenge myself to find 

new ways of expressing my creativity and to bring out the beauty 

in the wood.” All of the wood Craig uses to create his artwork 

has been aged by Mother Nature – some for up to 200 years and 

the colours are the result of time and the elements. Craig uses no 

faux finishes and each hand-cut piece of wood is, as he says, “a 

piece of pioneer history.”
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BESTSELLERS: Craig regularly sells pieces to clients in the 

United States, as well as the United Kingdom, Australia, France, 

Germany and Scandinavia. His Windswept Tree series has 

been highly popular. What’s inspiring Craig at the moment are 

well-known landmarks. He’s produced a piece that depicts one 

of the most recognized and photographed trees in California’s 

Yosemite National Park. “I’m liking the whole kind of geometric 

feeling of tree art and the 3D feel,” he says pointing out another 

stunning piece of the famous sandstone rock in Arches National 

Park in Utah. 

WHAT’S HOT: Gradient art pieces are very in right now. 

Trend-conscious retailers like lululemon have one of Craig’s 

gradient pieces. The natural colours of the weathered wood 

and the history of the ancient boards is a perfect fit with their 

aesthetic. “You might have a dozen different buildings in that 

one piece,” Craig says of his gradient pieces. His metal work 

showcasing a windswept tree is also in high demand. 

GET THERE: 948 Lakeshore Rd. 107, Essex | 519.818.8267 

craigforget.com | carpentercraig.etsy.com  OH
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