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SPECIALITY: Gil and Krista provided 

a solution to a common request when 

they opened their in-house spray booth, 

where the professional staff will assess 

each piece and handle all of the prep 

work. The options are endless as they 

specialize in colour-matching stain, paint 

and lacquer. Although the projects are 

varied, a frequent request is to spray 

kitchen cabinet doors (a lacquer finish 

is a hard and durable option) – and 

then the homeowners paint the boxes 

themselves at home. Krista also explains 

that “builders often bring all their stairs, 

stringers and risers. We do the finishing 

and then they are assembled on site. 

The end result is so much more precise, 

especially when you want a painted 

stringer and riser with a stained step.”

WHAT’S HOT: Although 

Benjamin Moore’s Simply White is still 

in-demand for cabinetry and mouldings, 

the ever popular pale grey walls are 

beginning to give way to richer greys, such 

as Pewter, and accented with tones such 

as Newburg Green or Benjamin Moore’s 

2017 Colour of the Year, Shadow. While the 

friendly staff prepares your paint, you can 

find inspiration in a wide array of wallpaper 

options and browse through home accents, 

such as art, lamps and occasional tables. 

They also offer Canadian-made sectionals, 

sofas and ottomans by Stylus Sofas, where 

you can select custom upholstery to make 

a space uniquely yours. 

GET THERE: 1580 20th St. E.,  

Owen Sound | 519.371.4207 

greybrucepaintanddecor.com  OH

THE PLACE: It was during a busy sale 

in the summer of 2003 when Gil Armes, 

a former contract painter in the Greater 

Milton Area, pitched in to help out at 

his favourite paint store. Gil’s efforts 

were noticed by a Benjamin Moore 

representative who approached him 

shortly thereafter to gauge his interest 

in becoming a store owner. At the time, 

the Owen Sound location was up for sale 

and within the next six months, Gil moved 

north to become the proud owner of Grey 

Bruce Paint & Décor. Ten years ago, Krista 

McKenster responded to a job opening 

that Gil had posted. Beginning as an 

interview and evolving into dinner dates, 

Gil and Krista have been together in life 

and business ever since. What started as a 

1,400 sq. ft. boutique store has grown into 

a 10,000 sq. ft. paint and décor centre and 

is now the largest independently owned 

paint store in the area. 

THE STYLE: While the hottest colour 

trends and modern décor are always on 

offer, Gil highlights that the “surrounding 

area is home to a wide variety of houses; 

from innovative new builds to century 

old Victorians, so we want to ensure the 

paint colours and décor items 

selected complement the unique 

character of each individual home.”  
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