
THE PAINT: Two magnificent vintage 

cupboards greet visitors to the 

showroom, presenting a colourful 

array of paints produced by Cottage 

Paint, van Gogh Fossil Paint and Fusion 

Mineral Paint. There are other tools of 

the trade available, including brushes 

in all shapes and sizes, stencils and 

spackling compound.

DIY: Painted furniture has come a long 

way since the days of shabby chic and 

milk paint. For one thing, it’s now easier 

for the DIYer to make something look 

professionally finished. The new Fusion 

mineral paints have an acrylic factor that 

eliminates the need for a top coat, John 

explains. “Fusion has produced very 

good how-to videos,” he adds. Fusion 

also offers artistic enhancement products, 

such as liming wax, which add depth and 

elegance to finishes. 

THE STYLE: “We like to think we have a 

friendly countenance,” John says, adding 

that in his mind Stan Portley is a small-

town friendly guy who is a little, well, 

portly. There is plenty of room here to 

operate their popular how-to classes from 

a full calendar of workshops from which 

you will come away with a creation such 

as a rustic sign, a tray, crate or farmhouse 

clock. Other workshops cover a range 

of paintology techniques such as barn 

board, suede, rustic tin, marble plaster, 

even tie-dye finishes!

THE STORY: When Bobbie Robinson’s 

sister Ann was a little girl she couldn’t 

pronounce Port Stanley, the name of the 

little Lake Erie village where her family 

went to the beach. To Ann, that favourite 

summer spot was always Stan Portley. Years 

later in 2003, Ann, Bobbie and Bobbie’s 

husband John opened a gift shop in the 

beach town. They didn’t have to think twice 

about a name! Stan Portley’s expanded 

to London in 2011. Here it has morphed 

into a busy hub for anyone interested in 

the art of painting furniture and collectibles 

and creating special finishes for walls. The 

Robinsons sold their Port Stanley building 

in 2014, took the remaining inventory and 

went looking for an even bigger space 

in London. They found a 4,000 sq. ft. 

showroom in the south end of town, and 

last year moved their giftware, art, vintage 

hardware and, of course, finished painted 

furniture and paint inventory into the new 

store on Ernest Avenue. 
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TRENDING: Pastel finishes and 

metallic finishes are popular. Team 

building and bridal party DIY 

workshops have been selling well.

FUN FACT: John and Bobbie are 

master trainers and mentors in 

paintology and faux finishing.

GET THERE: 1770 Ernest Ave., London 
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