
THE PLACE: Swiss Interiors opened 

in Oakville in 1953, the same year Ford 

Motor Company arrived in town. The 

original owners, Sam and Betty Muller, 

came from Switzerland, hence the name. 

However, most of the furniture is designed 

and manufactured in Canada. “This 

means materials and processes are of a 

higher quality,” says Carol Vesters, Sam 

and Betty’s daughter, who now owns the 

store with husband Rick.

THE STYLE: Swiss Interiors is an anomaly 

in an era of online shopping. “Online 

sales are not for us,” says Carol. “We insist 

that furniture is something you need to 

see up close, feel and try.” The store is still 

socially savvy, with a thriving Facebook 

and Instagram presence. See something 

you like? Check out the website for more 

detailed specs. To help imagine how 

items will look in a home setting, the 

store is staged with four floors of intimate 

vignettes. Customers are pleasantly 

surprised by the selection of home décor 

on display. 

WHAT’S ON‑TREND: “Clean lines, 

neutral palettes, furniture groupings with 

splashes of bright colour supplied through 

artwork and accessories are on-trend,” 

says Carol. At one time, everything was 

sold in sets – coffee tables with matching 

end tables, sofas with matching love 

seats and chairs, even bedroom suites. 

Today, design leans to the eclectic, 

mixing individual pieces and styles. 

“Interior spaces have become far more 

interesting,” says Carol. “It’s also more 

difficult to get it right – more reason to 
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have the help of professionals like the staff 

at Swiss Interiors,” she adds. 

POPULAR PICKS: Mid-century modern 

design took hold a few years back and 

according to Carol, shows no sign of 

letting up. Perhaps because it’s a classic, 

versatile style and the size of pieces 

complement today’s smaller spaces. 

Whatever your style, this downtown 

Oakville mainstay has you covered. 

Carol’s final words? “Many people 

think downtown Oakville equates with 

expensive, but they’re happy to discover 

that from traditional to transitional, we 

offer a huge selection of fine-quality 

furniture that is competitively priced.” 

WHERE: 217 Lakeshore Rd. E., Oakville 
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