
YEAR OF THE DRAGONFLY: Each year, 

the company creates a limited-edition 

collector piece, which typically increases in 

value over time. Its 2018 Collector Edition 

Dragonfly Desk, available in solid oak or 

cherry, features a Harvey Ellis-inspired 

dragonfly inlay made from exotic woods 

with mother of pearl wings. Jim and Ilona 

believe Stickley is the finest furniture in 

the world and they’ve been fans for longer 

than the 25 years they’ve been selling it. 

Drop in and see for yourself!

WHERE: 545 Mt. Pleasant Rd., Toronto 

416.486.3045 | manderleyfinefurniture.com  OH

THE STYLE: Stickley is a style on its own, 

an eclectic mix of Mission and Modern 

with the subtle Asian-influence of master 

architects and designers Greene & 

Greene. It’s furniture for people who want 

something with lasting value. 

WHAT’S ON-TREND: For Jim, it’s about 

going against trend. “There’s a lot of 

interest in “fashion furniture,” he says – by 

that he means trendy, expensive, but with 

little intrinsic value. Stickley is a stickler for 

quality. Woods are quarter-sawn oak, wild 

black cherry or mahogany. Classic joinery 

techniques include exposed mortise-

and-tenon joints, book-sawn panels, 

quadrilinear posts, side-hung, centre-

guided drawers and blind dovetails. 

THE PLACE: Jim and Ilona Sublett, owners of Manderley Fine 

Furniture, are distributors of Stickley Furniture, although they 

prefer to refer to themselves as “fans of the brand.” If you haven’t 

heard of Stickley, keep reading. The company has designed 

and manufactured hand-crafted pieces for over 100 years. The 

inspiration behind their furniture is the 19th century Arts and Crafts 

philosophy – design must be both useful and beautiful.

CRAFTSMANSHIP: Jim and Ilona have a keen eye for fine 

furniture. For many years, they owned an antique and refinishing 

shop. “We dealt with a lot of period furniture, and when we 

heard Stickley was looking for a Toronto distributor we jumped 

at it. We loved their philosophy, the craftsmanship and the fact it 

was made in North America. There is still a huge amount of hand 

work involved in each piece, but the furniture has also benefited 

from advances in technology,” Jim says. How many companies 

can claim the Dalai Lama as a client? Stickley was commissioned 

to make an oversize chair for His Holiness to sit comfortably 

in his favourite position – cross legged. Made of quarter-

sawn white oak and red leather, it was 

modelled on Stickley’s early 1900s 

Eastwood Chair. 

Craftsmanship
REVIVAL

STORY JOYCE TURNER-GIONET

Owner Jim Sublett 
demonstrates how 
Stickley furniture 
is built to last.

Jim Sublett
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