
CCosy seating, a crisp black 
and white colour scheme 
and interesting details – that’s 
the winning formula dreamed up by Elena 
Gouchtchina, design principal of Maison 
Interiors, for a Toronto condo.

The first-time homeowner, a 29-year-old 
business analyst, loved the condo’s downtown 
location, but the 643 sq. ft. space proved a 
challenge when it came to meeting his daily 
needs. Built by Great Gulf Homes, the 
apartment’s blank slate was uninspiring. Enter 
Elena, who transformed the condo from cookie 
cutter to absolutely fabulous.

“I could see she had a really outstanding vision 
and great taste, and could provide good European 
style,” says the homeowner. “I wanted something 
modern and old-school at the same time, but I 
didn’t want it to be a museum or flashy. It still had 
to feel like home.”
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SMALL BUT
MIGHTY
SMART DÉCOR CHOICES INFUSE 
THIS PETITE CONDO SUITE WITH 
BIG-TIME PERSONALITY.

A fresh palette infused 
with beautiful blue opens 
the small space and 
keeps it light and bright.Continued on page 68
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“The homeowner has a fast-paced, stressful job, 
with lots of decisions he has to make and solutions 
he needs to provide in a short period of time, so he 
needed something relaxing but not too mellow,” 
says Elena. “He needed something that makes him 
feel good when he comes home – fresh, but which 
won’t tire over time. He’s a young professional, and 
he likes to entertain a lot.” 

Entertaining was key, and Elena’s design 
accommodates the homeowner’s daily needs 
and provides enough space for a gathering. “The 
apartment is really just for one or two people, so I 
needed the right choice of furniture to maximize 
the space for various needs,” says the homeowner. 
“At a party, you have to have places for people to 
sit, move, eat and drink. Elena did a great job of 
optimizing the space.”

Custom furnishings are often the answer for 
smaller spaces, but to stay within budget, Elena 
sourced ready-made, small scale furniture crafted 
with condos in mind. “The unit had to have seating, 
but we didn’t want it crowded with a big sofa,” 
says Elena. Instead, she chose a leather love seat 
inspired by Danish modern design from West 
Elm. “It allows more space for moving around and 
can also fit three people,” she says, noting that if 
the homeowner needs additional seating, he can 
add folding chairs that are kept in storage. To 
complement the love seat, Elena opted for black 
and white cow-hide chairs from Structube. 
Replicas of the iconic butterfly chair, they also give 
the impression of more space in the room. 

BELOW: A striking blue wall brings colour to the living room space. RIGHT: Elena 
Gouchtchina of Maison Interiors blends European elegance with contemporary 
styling for a unique aesthetic. BOTTOM RIGHT: The smaller space is big on style 
with a graphic rug, cow-hide chairs and a walnut mid-century style credenza.

The right furniture placement makes all the 
difference. Here, streamlined furnishings are 
carefully selected and placed to allow the 
homeowner to easily entertain.

Continued on page 71

“At a party, you 
have to have 
places for people 
to sit, move, eat 
and drink.
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A duel-function, bar-height dining table 
from CB2 serves as a cocktail bar and a dining 
place, and also offers additional storage. Bar 
stools from BoConcept nicely contrast the 
white lacquer finish of the table, bringing a 
casual, chic vibe to the dining area.

Light grey drapery on the floor-to-ceiling 
windows shields the corner unit from the 
bright morning northeastern exposure. “I 
didn’t want to go with a shade or blind as is 
usually done in condos,” says Elena. “It really 
serves the purpose, offering a blackout effect 
for sunlight and privacy, and yet looks cosy.”

Elena introduced different layers of 
lighting throughout the space. “An adjustable 
floor lamp from CB2 over the love seat and 
coffee table area provides general lighting 
and invites conversation, or can be dimmed 
for mood lighting and relaxing with a glass 
of champagne,” says Elena. A mid-century-
style track light from Living Lighting in 
the kitchen complements the dimmable, 
industrial-style pendant from Structube in 
the dining area. “It’s always a good idea to be 
able to change the light intensity in our homes 
according to our mood or situation,” she says. 

The homeowner purchased an oversize TV 
before moving in, and Elena was tasked with 
finding a way to incorporate it without letting it 
overwhelm the space. She created a feature wall 
within a niche in the living room. Purchased 
at Nabor’s Paint, Benjamin Moore’s Mosaic, 
a beautiful blue, provides interesting contrast.  
“I found a small mid-century-style credenza 
with a walnut finish from CB2 as a stand for the 
TV, which the homeowner could also use for 
storage, and floating shelves from BoConcept 
to finish the wall. Combined with the TV, it all 
makes for a great focal point while blending in.”

Continued on page 72

Sleek elements – like the bar-height 
dining table – visually separates the 
kitchen from the living room.

“I didn’t want 
to go with a 
shade or blind 
as is usually 
done in condos.” 

A full wall of cabinetry 
maximizes storage space 
in the kitchen. TOP LEFT: 
A pale, glass backsplash 
adds dimension. BOTTOM 
LEFT: A place setting is 
made pretty with linen 
dining napkins from CB2 
and plates and bowls from 
Crate & Barrel.
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The homeowner, it’s clear, is thrilled 
with the finished product. “Elena achieved 
everything I hoped for,” he says. “After five 
months in my new space, I still enjoy the 
feeling of going up the elevator to my beautiful 
and comfortable home, designed for me.”

“The black and white colour scheme, 
combined with the colourful accents, makes 
for a really vibrant, modern, elegant space,” 
says Elena. “As a result, the redesigned living 
room looks fresh, stylish, inviting and cosy.” 
We couldn’t agree more.  OH

Inspired by art galleries and the 
homeowner’s love of modern art, Elena 
used black and white images to dress up the 
entrance. “A black and white colour scheme 
is elegant and timeless. The result is bold 
and graphic.” White, brick-style wallpaper, a 
favourite of the homeowner, adds texture and 
lends a loft-like feeling to the space.

She also helped the homeowner choose 
accessories to provide pops of colour 
throughout the space, including a retro-style 
Smeg kettle from The Bay, an Alessi wall 
clock from Ma-Zone and pillows from 
Ma-Zone for the love seat. “Accent pieces 
elevate the design and bring more colour and 
style to the space,” says Elena. 

TOP: Black and white accents add a bold and 
dramatic, yet classic element. RIGHT: Accessories 
were added to every inch of the condo, elevating 
the small space with big personality.

RETRACTABLE SCREENS FOR ALL DOOR TYPES: BI-FOLD, DOUBLE, SINGLE, SLIDING

Proudly Manufactured in Oakville, Ontario  1184 Speers Rd. Unit 2

www.dreamscreens.ca | 905.849.6500 | 888.282.4678
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