
THE STYLE: If brushed metals, rich woods, 

live edges, bright glass, beautiful soft 

leathers and abstract art are for you, this is 

your happy place. Shelter resides in a big, 

bright converted warehouse thoughtfully 

laid out so the design can do the talking. 

Items arrive weekly, so in-store vignettes 

never get stale. See something you like, 

but want to customize? You can special 

order colours, finishes, fabrics and leathers, 

and in some cases, tailor dimensions.

WHAT’S HOT: Mid-century modern is 

always in style. The trend toward organics 

and all-natural materials shows no sign of 

abating. “Blues are big,” says Bill. “Grey 

is the new beige.” Shelter’s exquisite new 

leather collection is winning rave reviews. 

FAVOURITES: The big story is still the 

sofa. “When I talk to people about room 

design, I always suggest, ‘start with the 

sofa and go from there.’” Shelter always 

has at least 80 different sofas on the floor. 

“Sectionals have come back big – they 

maximize seating in smaller rooms,” 

says Bill. 

BILL’S STYLE TIP: “Don’t try and do every 

room at once. Get one room absolutely 

right, then move on.” 

WHERE: 885 Caledonia Rd. 

416.783.3333 | shelterfurniture.ca  OH

THE PLACE: “You can’t be everything 

to everyone,” says Bill Forberg, owner 

of Shelter Furniture. However, if you 

want upscale sophisticated, it’s here. At 

22,000 square feet, Shelter offers one of 

the largest selections of contemporary 

furnishings in Toronto. Pieces are curated 

from around the globe, hand-picked 

with beauty and value in mind. What’s 

behind the name? “We had 22 names 

picked, then my son said, what about 

‘Shelter?’ It resonated. Shelter is a refuge, 

a safe space to take a break from our 

hectic lives.” Like his customers – a list 

that includes hip Toronto designers and 

decorators – Bill is always on the hunt 

for the unusual. “I love selling furniture 

but my passion is the search,” says Bill. 

An eclectic thinker who gives “matchy 

matchy” two thumbs down, Bill embraces 

a signature approach to furnishing. 

“Combining pieces creates a space that 

expresses who you are.” 

DREAM IT
FIND IT
LOVE IT
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“When I talk to people about room 
design, I always suggest, ‘start with the 

sofa and go from there.’ ”

Bill, Charles, Ling, Dean, Mei and Murray.
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